
Heart Transformation – Proverbs 4:23                  1 

Having a heart after God’s heart – Part 5. 
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Question: What's the quickest way to a man's heart? 

Answer:   Through his chest.  

 

The heart of the matter. 

 

A man who was having heart trouble went to the doctor to see what his options were. After much 

test the doctor recommended a heart transplant. The man reluctantly agreed to the transplant, and 

asked if there were any hearts immediately available, considering that money was no object for him.  

 

"I do have three hearts," said the doctor.  

 

"The first is from an 18-year old kid, non-smoker, athletic, swimmer, with a great diet. He hit his 

head on the swimming pool and died. It's R1,000, 000.  

 

The second is from a marathon runner, 25 years old, great condition, very strong. He got hit by a 

bus. It's R1,500, 000.  

 

The third is from a heavy drinker, cigar smoker, steak lover. It's R5,000, 000."  

 

The man needing the transplant then questioned the doctor and said, "Hey, why is that heart so 

expensive when he lived such a terrible life?"  

 

So the doctor answered, "Yes, but it's from a lawyer. It's never been used before." 

 

Well we are dealing with the spiritual heart today and maybe your heart has never been used 

before and for those people that are lawyers that is just a joke and I know that there are some 

godly lawyers argued that is hearts are used to the glory of God and may that continue. 

 

God wants our hearts to be used for his glory continuously. 

 

The Importance of The Heart – Part 1. 

Understanding the Heart & its Function – Part 2. 

Allowing our hardened hearts to be circumcised – Part 3. 

Transform your heart by renewing your mind – Part 4. 

Having a heart after God’s heart – Part 5. 
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What would you say is the highest compliment that God can give any human being? 

 

Answer: “You’re my son in whom I’m well pleased!” 

Answer: “You have a heart like mine!” 

 

I do not think that these any greater accomplishment in life than becoming like God. Please 

note I did not say become God because that can never happen. 

 

Do you have the fire of God in your heart where you long to see His kingdom come and 

people being set free and do you desire to come to a knowledge of His love and grace? 

 

Do you believe that it is possible to have the heart of the God and do you want that with all of 

your heart? 

 

If you do then raise both your hands in surrendered to God and close your eyes and say after 

me: “Dear heavenly Father I long with every fibre of my being to have a heart that longs after 

your own heart, so that my heart may become like yours. I repent of all my sins and for not 

putting you first in my life and from this moment and day forth I give you my all and allow 

you to have full Lordship of every area of my life. Please come now and transform my heart 

that my heart may be just like yours. Amen” 

 

Introduction: 

 

1 Samuel 13:14 
14 But now your kingdom will not endure; the LORD has sought out a man after his own heart 

and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the LORD’s command.” 

 

How interesting is this verse in that the Lord is looking for men and woman of God that will 

serve Him with all their hearts. He does not want us to serve Him on our terms or 

understanding, but according to the way He would have us serve Him. 

 

The interesting thing is that if you do not keep the Lord’s command it shows that you do not 

have a heart after His heart. So saying that you have a heart after God and disobeying Him 

and live in continued purposeful sin proves to everyone else that you’re lying to yourself and 

God is not fooled and nor is anyone else. This does not mean that we will not sin from time to 

time, but continual unrepentant sin will not go undisciplined by God. 

 

You see God seeks leaders that’s hearts are after Him. He does not seek men with managerial 

skills or leadership skills or that have great stature or intelligence. Those are the criteria of 

men, but not of God. 

 

Saul was more concerned about what people thought about him and his position of power 

than about God. He ended up so far from God that He ended up consulting a witch and thus 

he ended up dying in the battlefield. 

 

If we do not want to be rejected by God then we must allow Him to form our hearts to be like 

His. 

 

Acts 13:22 
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22 After removing Saul, he made David their king. He testified concerning him: ‘I have found 

David son of Jesse a man after my own heart; he will do everything I want him to do.’ 

 

A man after God’s own heart is a man that will do everything that God wants him to do 

without hindrance. 

 

The sad thing is that David is the only person in the Bible referred to as a man after God’s 

own heart. 

 

The amazing thing is that David was an adulterer, murderer, and a man that spilt much blood 

yet God still refers to him as a man after His own heart. 

 

Why then would he then refer to David as a man after God’s own heart when he has done so 

much evil? 

 

You see David was sensitive to God and allowed Him to mold him and also he quickly and 

genuinely repented of sin when he fell. This just goes to show that God is not expecting 

perfection even though we strive to be like God He is wanting a heart that is soft, pliable, 

innocent and moldable according to His ways. 

 

Let’s have a look at the major characteristics of a heart after God’s. 

 

1. A heart after God’s, loves Him deeply. 

 

Psalms 18:1-3 
1 I love you, O LORD, my strength.  
2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer;  

my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge.  

He is my shield and the horna of my salvation, my stronghold.  
3 I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise,  

and I am saved from my enemies. 

 

God’s love for us is supernatural in that it is unconditional and unlimited all the time. 

 

When we truly have a revelation of God’s unconditional love for us we will be set free from 

many of the things in life that drag us down such as: feelings of rejection, low self-esteem, 

lack of identity, insecurity etc. and so we will be able to have a whole heart after Him. 

 

1 John 2:5–6 

But if anyone obeys his word, God’s lovec is truly made complete in him. This is how we 

know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

 

You cannot obey someone you don’t genuinely love. If you want to experience God’s love 

then you have to simply believe that He love you and give you his love and accept this truth 

with a heart of gratitude and thanksgiving and never doubted this truth for that is what will 

set you free into a deeper more intimate love for Him. 

                                                           
a Horn here symbolizes strength. 

c Or word, love for God 
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If we love God then we will not compromise on His ways or His principles. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

When we say that we love God it means that we desire to please Him with everything that is 

within – and in every aspect of our lives including our thoughts, our words, and our actions. 

 

Ephesians 4:31–32 
31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. 

 

2. A heart after God’s is quick to repent of sin. 

 

2 Samuel 12:13 
13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.”  

Nathan replied, “The LORD has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 

 

David was confronted by Nathan the prophet about his adultery with Beersheba and the 

murder of his husband and immediately David repented of his sin. It is so funny that 

sometimes we can become so blinded by our own sin that we do not see the truth. David was 

always quick to repent and so should we be quick to repent when we have been wrong or 

sinned against God. 

 

David immediately repented from a tender heart and then his records thing most incredible 

pray. 

 

Psalm 51:10–12 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God,  

and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  
11 Do not cast me from your presence  

or take your Holy Spirit from me.  
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation  

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

When we refuse to repent we are showing that we are more concerned about our own 

pleasure or egos than making right and loving God. This goes to show that our hearts have  

become hardened by the sin we have indulged in. 

 

Any sin that we hold on to and do not repent of will mold and form our characters and will be 

revealed in our lifestyle. Eventually this cycle of non-repentance will get worse and we will 

indulge in greater sin. Therefore the minute we are convicted of our sin we need to repent so 

that the God forgiveness may take place in my life and His presence and forgiveness may 

reside in our lives. 

 

1 John 1:9–10 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 
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Proverbs 28:13 
13 He who conceals his sins does not prosper,  

but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 

 

We have to learn to repent of our sin, but also we need to believe that when we sincerely 

repent that God for gives us completely and we receive His full mercy and grace upon our 

lives. 

 

Hebrews 4:16 
16 Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 

We dishonor the blood sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ shed for us when we ride on the 

grace and the mercy of God when we think that we can carry on sinning once we have 

repented and that is fine with God. 

 

3. A heart after God’s forgives quickly and completely. 

 

Ephesians 4:31 – 5:2 
31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you. 

 

We cannot expect the forgiveness of God when we ourselves will not show forgiveness to 

those that have wronged us and so must always be quick to forgive those that offend, hurt us 

all sin against us without whole bring bitterness within our hearts or else the Scripture will 

never be a reality in our lives. 

 

4. A heart after God’s seeks His presence. 

 

Psalm 27:4 
4 One thing I ask of the LORD,  

this is what I seek:  

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD  

all the days of my life,  

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD  

and to seek him in his temple. 

 

Psalm 63:1 

 O God, you are my God,  

earnestly I seek you;  

my soul thirsts for you,  

my body longs for you,  

in a dry and weary land  

where there is no water.  

 

We need to be earnest in our search to know and understand God and it needs to be like an 

unquenchable thirst. Every part of our being needs to be saturated and consumed with this 

purpose.  We need to be like a person that is just run the comrades Marathon (plus minus 

hundred kilometres) is desperate for water so we need to be for God all the time. 
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Psalm 42:1–2 
1 As the deer pants for streams of water,  

so my soul pants for you, O God.  
2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  

When can I go and meet with God? 

 

It’s in His presence that there is fullness of joy and it is in His presence that He can manifest 

His glory and speak clearly into our lives. 

 

Let’s be careful of becoming religious and legalistic for this will end up resulting in spiritual 

death. 

 

5. A heart after God’s passionately worships God. 

 

We need to understand that worship lays a platform for our hearts to be transformed and 

changed into God’s likeness. That is why when our whole life is one of worship unto God He 

can continuously change our hearts and use us for His glory. 

 

Ps 95:2 
2 Let us come before him with thanksgiving  

and extol him with music and song. 

 

Psalms 100:4 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving  

and his courts with praise;  

give thanks to him and praise his name. 

 

Worship is not just standing and praising God and His name, but also lay our lives down as a 

living sacrifice that is true spiritual worship and we had a look at this truth last week. 

 

Ephesians 5:31–33 
31 “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the 

two will become one flesh.”b 32 This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ 

and the church. 

 

One of the most amazing mysteries is this analogy of the sexual relationship between a 

husband and wife that describes the intimacy between God and His church. A marriage 

covenant that is pure, godly and intimate should be tender and respectful as you serve one 

another and so should it be in one’s relationship with God. Moments of intimacy with God 

will not come about through casual seeking, but earnestly seeking. 

 

When we sincerely seek God eventually His presence will manifest. God wants us to lose 

ourselves in Him till we become one with Him. 

 

Our worship cannot be lifeless because then we are entering into religion and not 

intimacy with God. Thus our worship cannot be mechanical, monotonous and 

                                                           
b Gen. 2:24 
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repetitive. For God to reveal Himself to us our worship must be sincere intimate and 

heartfelt. 

 

Our purpose in worship is deeper intimacy with God and this gives birth to a changed life that 

can produce new life. God reveals Himself when there is true worship and without this 

atmosphere he cannot manifest His presence and thus the supernatural will not be manifest. 

 

The minute we enter into true worship we will see transformation and corporate revival. We 

will not have the power of God in our lives if we do not desire His presence in our lives and 

this will come only through deep intimate worship. 

 

6. A heart after God’s seeks to please God. 

 

Galatians 1:10 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I 

were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

 

This starts from a heart of reverence for God.   

 

You can no longer be a leader in the church of Jesus Christ if you fear man. Because you will 

have to say things and do things that will be unpopular and will go against the spirit of this 

age. You cannot fear people or what they might think, say or do because of you preaching the 

truth of the gospel. 

 

God’s presence will only be manifest on His terms are not on our terms and hence we have to 

do things His way and not according to the spirit of this age. 

 

Everyone wants the move of the Holy Spirit cannot quenching Him or grieve Him in anyway.  

Just like a dove the Holy Spirit is sensitive to sound and sudden movement and so we need to 

treat the Holy Spirit with the utmost respect, reverence, tenderness and honesty. 

 

Ephesians 4:30 
30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of 

redemption. 

 

Proverbs 8:13 
13 To fear the LORD is to hate evil;  

I hate pride and arrogance,  

evil behavior and perverse speech. 

 

David had all the opportunity in the world to kill kings Saul, but he would not, because he 

submitted fully to God in that he understood God’s ways and principles and he feared going 

against God’s ways more than losing his own life. 

 

1 Samuel 24:10 
10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how the LORD delivered you into my hands in 

the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I will not lift my hand against 

my master, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 
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Be careful of judging other servants of God and especially those to whom He had delegated 

authority in the church and show God the reverent fear in this regard that He deserves, for if 

you don’t He might remove you from this life before your appointed time. 

 

7. A heart after God’s is inquiring of God’s will. 

 

1 Samuel 23:4 
4 Once again David inquired of the LORD, and the LORD answered him, “Go down to Keilah, 

for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.” 

 

Time and time again you will see in the scriptures that David enquired of the Lord. We have 

to do the same when it comes to every decision that we make actively seek God’s face and 

graciously accept whatever he says, whether it be a yes or no. 

 

8. A heart after God’s is obedient and submissive. 

 

Psalm 40:8 
8 I desire to do your will, O my God;  

your law is within my heart.” 

 

Without a heart for God’s own heart we will not obey God fully, because it is only to the 

extent that we love God that will be able to obey Him.  

 

So our obedience to God is a reflection of our love for Him. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Jesus was always committed to obeying and doing the will of the Father. 

 

John 4:34 
34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 

 

Our lives success will be measured by our fulfilling the purpose to which God has called us 

with a heart of complete devotion to Him.  If we are going to be an obedient servants before 

God we need to be willing to do things the way God wants them done, when He wants them 

done, how He wants them done and in the way that He wants them to done. 

 

9. A heart after God’s has the quality of innocence. 

 

Psalm 19:14 

14 May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  

be pleasing in your sight,  

O LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

 

What comes out of our mouths is embedded in our heart and what we think over in our minds 

comes from our heart and this needs to be pleasing in God site at all times. God wants our 

thought life and heart life to be innocent. This does not mean that our lives will be innocent 

of sin although God would like that, but that we live in a state of innocence before Him. That 

is why Jesus said unless we become like little children will never into the kingdom of his 

because they are innocent and completely trusting of God. 
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Matthew 10:16 
16 I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 

innocent as doves. 

 

The word innocents here means harmless, blameless and express the idea of freedom from 

corruption, evil or guilt. 

 

Now we need to understand that there is a difference between ignorance and innocence.  God 

wants us to be innocent and not know what He does not want us to know. Ignorance on the 

other hand is when we choose not to know what God does want us to know, which is 

basically disobedient. In the beginning God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the tree of 

knowledge of good and evil because He didn’t want them to have the knowledge of evil, but 

they wanted the knowledge of God which he forbid and the result is the fall and broken 

hearts.   

 

God wants us to have a heart of innocence that we trust Him like a little child implicitly 

without question or reserve and believe Him 100% when he says something 

 

10. A heart after God’s believes Him implicitly. 

 

Genesis 6:13–15 
13 So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with 

violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make 

yourself an ark of cypressc wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 

 

When God commands us or tell this to do something do we believe him implicitly and just 

about or do we question is every instruction? God is looking for people that will believe you 

meant taking manage word. 

 

11. A heart after God’s is bold and fully trusting in God. 

 

1 Samuel 17:45–47 
45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 

come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom 

you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I’ll strike you down and 

cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air 

and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 

 

David stood bold before the enemies of God and trusted without question that God would 

deliver him from his enemies. He did not focus on the enormity of what lay before him but 

rather on the promise of God. 

 

12. A heart after God’s has the attitude of a servant. 

 

Philippians 2:6–7 
6 Who, being in very naturea God,  

                                                           
c The meaning of the Hebrew for this word is uncertain. 

a Or in the form of 
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did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7 but made himself nothing,  

taking the very natureb of a servant,  

being made in human likeness. 

  

God wants us to have the heart of a servant and taking on that very nature because we love 

Him and are thus willing to do anything for Him just like Jesus was willing to do anything for 

God the Father. 

 

Saying we love God and not been willing to serve Him on His terns is just plain hypocrisy. 

 

13. A heart after God’s fulfills His purpose in life. 

 

Proverbs 19:21 
21 Many are the plans in a man’s heart,  

but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. 

 

God is wanting His people to live a life pleasing to God and desirous to for His purpose and 

destiny for the lives and for His kingdom sake. 

 

14. A heart after God’s is one dependent on God. 

 

Psalms 23 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  
2 He makes me lie down in green pastures,  

he leads me beside quiet waters,  
3 he restores my soul.  

He guides me in paths of righteousness  

for his name’s sake.  
4 Even though I walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death,a 

I will fear no evil,  

for you are with me;  

your rod and your staff,  

they comfort me.  
5 You prepare a table before me  

in the presence of my enemies.  

You anoint my head with oil;  

my cup overflows.  
6 Surely goodness and love will follow me  

all the days of my life,  

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD  

forever. 

 

Thus the condition of our heart will be the condition of our life. 

 

                                                           
b Or the form 

a Or through the darkest valley 
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Re-cap: 

 

1. A heart after God’s, loves Him deeply. 

2. A heart after God’s is quick to repent of sin. 

3. A heart after God’s forgives quickly and completely. 

4. A heart after God’s seeks His presence. 

5. A heart after God’s passionately worships God. 

6. A heart after God’s seeks to please God. 

7. A heart after God’s is inquiring of God’s will. 

8. A heart after God’s is obedient and submissive. 

9. A heart after God’s has the quality of innocence. 

10. A heart after God’s believes Him implicitly. 

11. A heart after God’s is bold and fully trusting in God. 

12. A heart after God’s has the attitude of a servant. 

13. A heart after God’s fulfills His purpose in life. 

14. A heart after God’s is one dependent on God. 

 

Transform your heart by renewing your mind. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 7 June 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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