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The Importance of The Heart – Part 1. 

Understanding the Heart & its Function – Part 2. 

Allowing our hardened hearts to be circumcised – Part 3. 

Transform your heart by renewing your mind – Part 4. 

Having a heart after God’s heart – Part 5. 

Transformed hearts by a fresh new move of God – Part 6. 

 

Our lives need to be transformed by His presence, because that is permanent and desperately 

needed. Real long-lasting permanent change takes place in the presence of the Holy Spirit 

when we encounter Him and He touches our hearts and lives for ever. 

 

We live in a very uncertain day and age in regards to everything and people are looking for 

something that is constant and brings them purpose in life. Only God can bring this fulfilment 

and we are to be the carriers and instrument of His glory that He can use us to change 

people’s lives forever. 

 

The Holy Spirit is the only one that can truly ministered to our deepest needs and that is what 

people are looking for as religion no longer cuts it, but transformed lives do. You see God is 

not just wanting our lives to be transformed for our sake but for other sakes as well. 

 

Mark 16:15 
15 He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation. 

 

Luke 4:18 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,  

because he has anointed me  

to preach good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners  

and recovery of sight for the blind,  

to release the oppressed,  

 

Jesus always addressed the issues of people’s hearts and even today He wants to address the 

condition of our heart, because it is from that point that others life can be touched when our 

lives and hearts have been touched 

 

The chief hindrance to our transformation. 
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The thing that stops us from having a transformed life is when we conform to the pattern of 

this world and adopt their ideas, beliefs, ways and thinking patterns that are contrary to God’s 

ways and His nature. 

 

Let have a look at a couple of things not to do: 

 

1. Don’t be concerned about pleasing man, but rather God. 

 

Galatians 1:10 
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of men, or of God? Or am I trying to please men? If I 

were still trying to please men, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

 

We cannot share a watered-down gospel that conforms to this world. A gospel that tries to 

please God is the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ and it will offend man and if it doesn’t then 

you are the problem and not a servant of Christ Jesus. We need to get concerned about 

pleasing God and not man. Making men feel good at the expense of God and preaching in 

such a way that the truth is compromises is not the truth and is a heretic gospel and should 

not be allowed in the church. 

 

Promising blessing without repentance is a fad and there is certainly no grace from God 

without obedience. Sadly the fear of God is dwindling in the church and this can and should 

never be the case and we see that clearly because people don’t want to hear about sin and 

pure living as they only want to hear sermons on grace and favour and prosperity etc. 

 

If we love God then we will not compromise on His ways or His principles. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

2. Don’t settle for religion, but rather the supernatural. 

 

2 Timothy 3:5 
5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

 

If we are spirit filled then we need to also flow in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

I do not want to teach messages that touch just your mind and your intellect or even your 

emotions if it does not cause spiritual renewal in your heart and hence your life changes for 

the better. 

 

God is warning us to have a relationship with Him and not stagnate in religiosity and hence 

become spiritual dry. You see if we have the Spirit, but we do not have the Word of God we 

will go into spiritual error and false doctrines. If however we have only the Word of God but 

we do not have the Spirit of God we will become spiritually dry. Do you see that we need 

both in order to prevent this dilemma? Did you come today to church to hear a message or to 

see a message or should I say to hear and see a message? 

 

Some Christians or should I say most Christians today are spiritually starved because they’ve 

never gone from a spiritual diet of milk to solid food or meat and hence they experience 

spiritual starvation and become critical and judgemental and end up stuck in religion. 
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3. Don’t allow God to touch your heart and not be transformed. 

 

John 6:63–67 
64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning 

which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I 

told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.”  
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.  
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 

 

Hearts can be touched, but it is so easy for that seed to be snatched up by the world and the 

deceptive schemes of Satan as he entices you. God can touch your heart in a dynamic way 

and unless you push through to a deeper level of intimacy and love for Him Satan will squash 

that work that God has done in your heart and the excitement of serving God you once had. 

 

We need to desire and seek daily transformation on a daily basis and we can never stop 

having this desire.  There are dimensions of His glory that we have not yet seen and we will 

never see unless we continue to seek and desire and keep our eyes on Him transforming us 

 

Philippians 3:12 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on 

to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

 

Let’s start dying to our intellectual knowledge and what we know and think about God and 

let’s start allowing Him to have His way unconditionally in our lives. 

 

No matter how much revelation God is already revealed to us there is always more for us. 

God’s is wanting us to grow from glory to glory as we have continuous encounters with His 

presence in our lives. 

 

Unless we are transformed how will we help transform others into God’s likeness? 

 

4. Don’t hold on to former moves of God and old ways. 

 

Mark 2:22 
22 And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the wine will burst the skins, 

and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined. No, he pours new wine into new 

wineskins.” 

 

God has used me to move dynamically in the supernatural were I have seen some amazing 

things happen but we cannot keep holding on to those times because there are even greater 

things that God has in store for us who are in Christ Jesus. 

 

We need to understand that often man-made structures and mind-sets quench the move of the 

Holy Spirit so we need to be open continuously and expect God to move in new ways without 

putting limitation on God or how He can move. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 
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18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflecta the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into 

his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit. 

 

God is wanting to transform our lives from glory to glory but that means that we need to be 

open to Him and His working in our lives. 

 

5. Don’t be scared or reject or hinder the fresh moves of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Acts 2:15–16 
15 These men are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what 

was spoken by the prophet Joel: 

 

How amazing that when a fresh move of God comes you always have opposition and critics 

and they reject the manifestation because they don’t believe it comes from God because they 

tried to reason things out with their human mind set as opposed to their spirit. So just because 

we don’t understand a move of God does not mean that it is not from God. 

 

If the Holy Spirit is to move in a way that is contrary to your expectation will you judge it or 

will you just flow with what He is wanting to do? 

 

When God is taught and revealed and worshiped in spirit and in truth He will manifest 

Himself.  

 

Thus the condition of our heart will be the condition of our life. 

 

Re-cap: 

 

1. Don’t be concerned about pleasing man, but rather God. 

2. Don’t settle for religion, but rather the supernatural. 

3. Don’t allow God to touch your heart and not be transformed. 

4. Don’t hold on to former moves of God and old ways. 

5. Don’t be scared or reject or hinder the fresh moves of the Holy Spirit. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 14 June 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

                                                           
a Or contemplate 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 
 

 


