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Introduction: 

 

Let us go through the 10 Commandments and see if you remember all of them in order by 

heart as we learnt them last week Sunday. 

 

The Ten Commandments 

 

I 

You shall have no other  

gods before me. 

 

II 

You shall not make for  

yourself an idol or worship any idol. 

 

III 

You shall not take the Name of the  

LORD your God in vain. 

 

IV 

Remember the Sabbath day  

by keeping it holy. 

 

V 

Honour your father and  

your mother. 

 

VI 

You shall  

not murder. 

 

VII 

You shall not  

commit adultery. 

 

VIII 
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You shall  

not steal. 

 

IX 

You shall not give false testimony  

against your neighbour. 

 

X 

You shall not covet anything that  

belongs to your neighbour.  

 

God - Exodus 20:3-17 

 

For those of you that were not hear we will all be so kind as to let you see the video clip that 

will help you to remember the 10 Commandments in just 3 minutes. This is crucially 

important because God commanded us to obey them and on top of that I am having them 

made at this very moment and they are being carved on granite stone and I will be putting 

them up probably next week on the four pillars at both entrances to the church. Sleepbok in 

Tzaneen was kind enough to sponsor my request to have two lots of stone each with the 10 

Commandments made. That is why it is also very important that you understand them and 

remember them that if anyone question you in the community you know them by heart, 

understand them and can explain them and then lead them to the Lord.  

 

Show the clip: Learn the Ten Commandments.mp4 

 

The first of the 10 Commandments: 

 

We are to place God first in our lives. 

 

Exodus 20:1–3 

20 And God spoke all these words:  
2 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  
3 “You shall have no other gods beforea me.  

 

We are to place God first in our lives. 

 

Text: Exodus 20:1-3 

 

Thesis: To understand that God is to be our top priority in life. 

 

Introduction: 

 

These 10 Commandment were the moral laws given to the Israelites and this one is the first 

and most important of all the laws. 

                                                           
a Or besides 
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Most people it seems like in this day and age do not want to be told what to do, however God 

put the 10 Commandments in place to be obeyed for all time and for all people. 

 

His Commandments are clear to the point and absolute and there is no room for confusion or 

ambiguity. They were never given by God to be burdensome, but a blessing to protect us as 

His people. 

 

God never puts His 10 Commandments in place for us to try and negotiate with Him about 

the 10 Commandments. Therefore we have no right to try and amend them in any way or 

delete any of them or decide which ones we think should be obeyed or not obeyed. We need 

to get out of the mind-set that God will compromise or make allowances for any human 

being.  We need to settle in our hearts and minds that there is only one God and there are no 

others in all the world, hence He is to be worship above everything in life. 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Moral erosion continues in America, according to James Patterson and Peter Kim.  

 

They report that 74 percent of Americans will steal from those who won’t miss it, and 64 

percent will lie for convenience as long as no one is hurt.  

Most Americans (93 percent) say they alone decide moral issues, basing their decisions on 

their own experience or whims.  

Eighty four percent say they would break the rules of their own religion.  

And 81 percent have violated a law they felt to be inappropriate.  

Only 30 percent say they would be willing to die for their religious beliefs or for God. -- 

Reported in The Day America Told the Truth        

     (Prentice Hall, 1991). "To Verify," Leadership Journal.  

 

Wow! 

 

What about you? Are you willing to violate the 10 commandments just because it is 

convenient or do you take them as commandments from God that are to be obey. Are you 

willing to die for the Lord Jesus Christ? If you say no you are in serious trouble and need to 

have your heart checked as your life is on the line.  

 

Discussion: 

 

1. It is crucial to put God first. 

 

Before God gave the 10 Commandments to His people He first established His authority and 

reminds them that He is their deliverer and Salvation. Likewise Jesus is our deliverer and 

saviour from the curse of sin. We see that He is a faithful and unchanging God and He 

addresses Himself as “Lord” which is the covenant name of God which is known as either 

“Yaweh” or “Jehovah.” He introduces Himself to Moses as “I am that I am,” showing that He 

is the only God who is and will always be. He reminds them the He was the One that 

miraculously took them out of the land of slavery in Egypt for over 400 years.  
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He asserts that He has the authority to enact these commandments and this is confirmed 

throughout Scripture. 

a. He is omnipresent (everywhere present at once) - Proverbs 15:3 Jeremiah 23:24. 

b. He is omniscient (all knowing) - Hebrews 4:13. 

c. He is omnipotent (all powerful) - Jeremiah 32:17.  

d. He is independent (God does what He wants without consultation with man) - Daniel 4:35.  

 

Daniel 4:35 
35 All the peoples of the earth  

are regarded as nothing.  

He does as he pleases  

with the powers of heaven  

and the peoples of the earth.  

No one can hold back his hand  

or say to him: “What have you done?” 

 

May I ask who of you expect your children to be obedient to you when you give them 

instructions? Answer ……………. (All of us). Very interesting! Now I also ask you who of 

you here expect your spouse to be faithful to you? Answer ……………. (All of us). Very 

interesting! 

 

I find this very interesting because all of us expect our children to be obedient to us but many 

people in this day and age do not want to be subjected to the 10 Commandments because they 

think who is God to tell us what to do. Well He’s the Father of all mankind and the creator of 

the Universe hello, and therefore expects His children to be obedient period end of story. On 

another note if we are in a relationship with Him He expects us to be faithful to Him and 

when we are unfaithful to Him we are basically prostituting ourselves in our relationship with 

Him. You now see that He has every right to expect us to obey Him and to be faithful to 

Him! 

 

May we never forget that it is crucial to put God first! 

 

2. It is crucial to believe there is only one God.  

 

Throughout the Scriptures we see that it proclaims that there is one and only one God and 

that He is the only true and living God.  

 

Deuteronomy 4:35 
35 You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides him 

there is no other. 

 

2 Samuel 7:22 
22 “How great you are, O Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but 

you, as we have heard with our own ears. 

 

Isaiah 45:5–6 

http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Proverbs-15.asp?passage=Proverbs%2015%3A3&ScrptureHover=sermon-31807-Put%20God%20First
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Jeremiah-23.asp?passage=Jeremiah%2023%3A24&ScrptureHover=sermon-31807-Put%20God%20First
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Hebrews-4.asp?passage=Hebrews%204%3A13&ScrptureHover=sermon-31807-Put%20God%20First
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Jeremiah-32.asp?passage=Jeremiah%2032%3A17&ScrptureHover=sermon-31807-Put%20God%20First
http://www.sermoncentral.com/bible/NIV/Daniel-4.asp?passage=Daniel%204%3A35&ScrptureHover=sermon-31807-Put%20God%20First
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5 I am the LORD, and there is no other;  

apart from me there is no God.  

I will strengthen you,  

though you have not acknowledged me,  
6 so that from the rising of the sun  

to the place of its setting  

men may know there is none besides me.  

I am the LORD, and there is no other.  

 

The many other Scriptures confirming the fact that there is only one God and therefore to 

believe in more than one God is contrary to Scripture and foolish and illogical. 

 

We are not to allow anything to come before God in our lives. In other words nothing is to 

substitute our complete devotion to God. 

 

What are the things in your life that rival for the place of God in your life? God wants the 

place of pre-eminence and the most important place in your life and when He is not number 

one then we are making a God of what we placed first in our lives. 

 

 What about putting your work before God. 

 What about putting your pleasure before God. 

 What about putting your looks before God. 

 What about putting your love for sport before God. 

 What about putting your exercise before God. 

 What about putting your positions before God. 

 What about putting your achievements before God. 

 What about putting your love for sex before God. 

 What about putting your food before God. 

 What about putting your finances before God. 

 

Do you see how easy it is for something to become more important than our relationship with 

God and thus it ends up becoming a ‘god’ to us. 

 

So what are you living for and what do you allow to run your life?  

 

May we never forget that it is crucial to put God first! 

And it is crucial to believe there is only one God.  

 

3. It is crucial to put God first in all areas of lives.  

 

What place of importance does God have in your life? Let us have a look at an acronym that I 

have broken up for us to remember to put God first in all areas of our lives. 

 

The acronym is FIRST. 

 

F – Finances. 
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Is God more important than your money or your finances and does He have any say over 

your salary or the finances that you possess? Does God feature and is He more important than 

your finances? 

 

Remember that Jesus said that our heart is where your treasure lies. 

 

One of the easiest ways to ascertain if God is more important in your life then your money is 

for you to answer this simple question. Do you tithe faithfully every single month? If you say 

no then your money is more important than God quite simple as that. You see the whole 

purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your life and to ensure your 

priorities remain straight where you put God first before your money. 

 

Proverbs 3:9–10 
9 Honor the LORD with your wealth,  

with the firstfruits of all your crops;  
10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing,  

and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

 

I – Interests  

 

Where do your interests lie or what do you focus on in life? Does God feature before any of 

those interests? What is the thing that occupies most of your free time and your thought life? 

 

God wants us to have Him as our first and most important focal point in life above ALL 

things. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 

 

From the Scripture we learn that everything in life that we do we should be doing it for Him 

and to the glory of His name and with Him as our main focus. Everything that we do focuses 

around God because He is the NO. 1 in our lives. 

 

R – Relationships 

 

The relationships that we hold dear in our lives can either pull us away from God or draw us 

closer in our relationship with God. Any relationship that we hold more important than our 

relationship with God is wrong and any relationship that steers us away from our devotion to 

God is wrong and need to change. 

 

Proverbs 12:26 
26 A righteous man is cautious in friendship,b 

but the way of the wicked leads them astray. 

                                                           
b Or man is a guide to his neighbor 
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1 Corinthians 15:33–34 
33 Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 

 

S – Security 

 

When you’re in trouble who is the first person that you contact or run to in your distress or 

trouble? Do you run to your friends, doctor, teacher, pastor, or do you run to God. 

 

God wants to be the first port of call in everything in every area of our lives. He wants us to 

turn to Him first in every situation and circumstance in our lives. 

 

Psalm 9:9 
9 The LORD is a refuge for the oppressed,  

a stronghold in times of trouble. 

 

Jeremiah 17:7 
7 “But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD,  

whose confidence is in him. 

 

T – Time 

 

In your day does God even feature? 

 

Do you have any time for Him or any time scheduled where you spend time alone with Him? 

Unless we make time to be alone with God we will never spend time with Him. 

 

How many of your wives would be happy if your husbands had to say I’m totally committed 

to this marriage and willing to see you for one hour a week on Sunday from 9am until 10am? 

Would you be happy with that relationship? Likewise for you men the same question applies. 

None of us would be happy with that yet we expect God to be happy with the crumbs that we 

leave Him in our lives. We need to choose from today to give God more time in our lives so 

that He can transform and change us into His likeness. 

 

Mark 1:35 
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off 

to a solitary place, where he prayed. 

 

May we too follow in the footsteps of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ and set time aside in 

the morning to talk with our God. 

 

May we never forget that it is crucial to put God first! 

And it is crucial to believe there is only one God.  

And it is crucial to put God first in all areas of lives.  

 

Who or what comes is first in your life? 
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Matthew 22:37–38 
37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’a 38 This is the first and greatest commandment.  

 

Love the Lord your God with: 

  

 all your heart. 

 all your soul. 

 all your mind. 

 

May we from this day forth choose to put God first in all areas and aspects of our life and 

give Him the devotion and time that He deserves so that He may always be first in our lives 

amen! 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. It is crucial to put God first. 

2. It is crucial to believe there is only one God.  

3. It is crucial to put God first in all areas of live.  

 

F – Finances. 

I – Interests (Focus). 

R – Relationships. 

S – Security. 

T – Time. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 26 July 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

                                                           
a Deut. 6:5 
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