
The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 1 

Serving your gift to the world will make you great! 

 

(A message that encourages us to understand  

what the Word of God says about becoming great in the Kingdom of God.) 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

5th July 2015 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Introduction: 

 

Luke 4:43–44 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 44 And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.b 

 

So God created the earth to extend his kingdom influence and Jesus came to preach the good 

news of the kingdom of God to this world. So just so that we are all on the same page God 

did not send Jesus to establish a religion but rather to establish the kingdom of God. 

 

Why do you think that God created us on this planet?  

 

We were created to govern the earth to and for His glory. 

 

One of the greatest problems in the world today is poor or should I say terrible governance 

and the dissatisfaction of the citizens of the different countries around the world and it is 

getting worse by the day.  We have more than 200 countries in the world today and every one 

of them are in some form of a crisis where the citizens of those countries are becoming 

incredibly unhappy, disillusioned and dissatisfied. 

 

Genesis 1:26–30 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule 

over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,b 

and over all the creatures that move along the ground.”  
27 So God created man in his own image,  

in the image of God he created him;  

male and female he created them.  

                                                           
b Or the land of the Jews; some manuscripts Galilee 

b Hebrew; Syriac all the wild animals 
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28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the 

earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every 

living creature that moves on the ground.”  
29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole 

earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to 

all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air and all the creatures that move on 

the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for 

food.” And it was so. 
 

God called us to rule and have dominion over the earth and not dominate people. You see 

rule means to have dominion over, govern, control, lead, manage and to have authority over 

the things of this world, but not the peoples of this world. 

 

The first thing that God gave mankind was a kingdom that they were called to oversee and 

have dominion.  He created a kingdom known as the earth for us to lead, manage, rule and 

govern on His behalf. 

 

This means that we are to rule and have dominion over the earth, by impacting it according to 

the Kings will, purpose and intent. 

 

We as humans are called to rule on the King’s behalf over five main realms: 

 

1. The fish kingdom. 

2. The bird kingdom. 

3. The animal (livestock) kingdom. 

4. The plant kingdom. 

5. The reptile kingdom. 

 

What area is God called you had to rule over or have dominion? 

 

We are to be a bunch of rulers under the ultimate ruler-ship of Christ Jesus. 

 

1. We are all equal in the eyes of God.  

 

Galatians 3:28 
28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 

the promise. 

 

Both men and woman have the same valuing in the eyes of God and so to devalue any person 

is to go against the will of God. We are not called to rule or dominate one another, but rather 

to improve one another and help one another better themselves. 

 

So tell me what were you born for? 

 

Were you born to worship and serve the agenda of the King or yourself? 
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Who of you want to be great?  

 

Answer: ____________________________ 

 

Okay let me ask another question.  

 

Who of you want to live in a great country?  

 

So some of you want to live in a great country, but you do not want to be great. 

 

That seems to me to be a bit of a paradox wouldn’t you say! 

 

May I ask you again, “Who of you want to be great?” 

 

Answer: ____________________________ 

 

You were created and put on Earth because there was something that humanity needed from 

your life! 

 

2. We all have a desire for greatness. 

 

Mark 9:33 – 35 
33 They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them, “What were you 

arguing about on the road?” 34 But they kept quiet because on the way they had argued about 

who was the greatest.  
35 Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he must be 

the very last, and the servant of all.” 

 

Notice that Jesus does not rebuke them for wanting to be great He rebuked them for the 

process that they use to wannabe great. 

 

Tell me who would you consider great in this world today or in the world past? 

 

Please give me some people’s names that you would consider to be great people. 

 

Abraham Lincoln, Mother Teresa, Nelson Mandela, Walt Disney, Tiger Woods, Thomas 

Edison, Henry Ford, Bill Gates, Steven Spielberg, Steve jobs. 

 

These people’s greatness did not come from their education, or academic studies, or status 

but their greatness came from their discovery and refining and developing and serving their 

gift to their fellow men. They did not pursue greatness, but they were busy with an idea that 

would benefit humanity. So then basically greatness is rather the result of serving one’s gift 

to the world. So all of us have greatness within us because all of us have a great gift potential 

we are waiting for you to deliver to the world. 

 

Matthew 20:20 – 28 



The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 4 

20 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, 

asked a favor of him.  
21 “What is it you want?” he asked.  

She said, “Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at 

your left in your kingdom.” 
22 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said to them. “Can you drink the cup I am 

going to drink?”  

“We can,” they answered.  
23 Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is 

not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my 

Father.”  
24 When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers. 25 Jesus called 

them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 

high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to 

become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your 

slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as 

a ransom for many.”  

 

James and John the two sons of the Zebedee (who’s name was Salome and is the sister of 

Mary the mother of Jesus) wanted to selfishly have themselves promoted in heaven about 

others. They were know as the sons of thunder because they were brash and bold. 

 

The desire for the greatest position in life whether it be in leadership or relationships 

whatever the case may be, can cause people to violate their consciences and sell their souls 

just to achieve that position. Often there is abuse of people and an abuse of trust to get to that 

position. Jesus rejected this and this manner to get to the top however he did not rebuke the 

desire for greatness because everyone wants to become great and accomplish more than what 

they have and be the best friend of God etc. We all want to rise to the top in life whether we 

like to admit it or not and if this is not the case then something is very wrong. 

 

This desire is what drives us to progress in life and causes people to develop themselves and 

invent new things and ideas. So there is nothing wrong with the desire for greatness? No most 

certainly not on condition it is not at the expense of others where we are willing to trample on 

others to get to the top. 

 

If you Wanna become great then you need to give and serve yourself to the world. 

 

“If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and the servant of all.” 

 

I've often said, the only thing standing between me and greatness is me.  

            ~ Woody Allen 

 

In other words it is all about laying your life down to serve others so that their lives may be 

better. So if you wannabe great make sure that you serve others what you have. Identify your 

gift maximise it by develop and refine your gift and then serve it to the world and you will 

become great. 
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So becoming great does not mean that you lord it over others, but rather you serve them. So 

in God’s kingdom to become great you need to be willing to serve all of mankind and they 

will elevate you to greatness. 

 

You don’t control people, 

You don’t own people, 

You don’t repress people, 

You don’t oppress people, 

You don’t manipulate people, 

You don’t threaten people, 

You don’t abuse people, 

But rather you serve people for that results in your greatness. 

 

This causes there to be a major paradigms shift in most of our minds as leaders are called by 

God to serve and not the followers to serve the leaders. Every great leader that has served the 

world is known in history and continues to be known. 

 

Do people admire you and revere you or are they afraid of you? Do you try and influence the 

lives of those around you for the better and enhance the lives of others or do you try draw as 

much as you can from their lives and leave them empty? 

 

Luke 22:26 
24 Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 

Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise 

authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, 

the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who 

serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the 

one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

 

May I encourage you to stop hiding from responsibility because God hates laziness and loves 

volunteers? God will hide greatness from you if you run away from serving your gift to this 

world. So if you’re gone will people miss you, because if not then you are not serving your 

gift to the world? 

 

Be not afraid of greatness: some are born great, some achieve greatness, and some have 

greatness thrust upon them.  

           ~ William Shakespeare 

 

3. We all have some or other gift. 

 

Proverbs 18:16 
16 A gift opens the way for the giver  

and ushers him into the presence of the great. 

 

When you use your gift to its full potential and the embitterment of others the great, the rich 

and the famous will be knocking on your door. 
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You might be Joseph sitting in a prison cell and frustrated, but your reputation will get you 

out of the prison into the presence of the great at the right time and that you can be assured 

about. 

 

Genesis 41:14–15 
14 So Pharaoh sent for Joseph, and he was quickly brought from the dungeon. When he had 

shaved and changed his clothes, he came before Pharaoh.  
15 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said 

of you that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 

 

It was Joseph’s gift that brought him into the presence of the king and he became great by 

serving mankind with his gift and is still know today. You see it was not Joseph that was 

important but it was his gift that was important and greatly needed. Is it is not people that will 

make you great, but it is your gift that will make you great as you serve others with your gift. 

And thus the more you hone your gift and the more effectively you serve your gift to the 

world the greater you will become in this world. 

 

So the bottom line is that we as human beings exist to serve others and not for others to serve 

us. 

 

Defective leadership always tries to use authority to control people instead of using their 

authority to serve people. Sadly this is an evil flaw in the character of mankind today and is 

due to the fallen nature. 

 

The minute you discover your gift and find your place in life is the minute you’re born as a 

leader. 

 

Romans 12:6–8 
6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let 

him use it in proportion to hisb faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him 

teach; 8 if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let 

him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let 

him do it cheerfully. 

 

The first thing that we need to understand is that we all have different gifts and these gifts are 

given to us by the grace, mercy and kindness of God. We then need to ask ourselves for what 

purpose were these gifts given to us? 

 

What is the gift of prophecy given for? Yes it is given up for the edification, building up and 

encouragement of the body. Please note that all these gifts are not given for yourself as they 

are given to serve others in making them better and their lives more pleasurable and 

enjoyable and fulfilled. 

 

                                                           
b Or in agreement with the 
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So what is your gift and are you serving it to the world to make it a better place for that is the 

reason that God gave you the gifts that you have and not to be just ignored. You and I have 

all got an inherited gift that we must serve to this world. 

 

When you discover what your gifts are and what you’d be willing to do every day for the rest 

of your days here on earth that is the day that you become a leader as you exercise your gift 

in this world. As you serve your gift to the world you will lead people into discovery of new 

things and hence you will become a leader and end up become great. When you’re passionate 

about what you do you will automatically begin to lead and influence people, however if you 

do not help people improve, develop, grow and be healed then you’re missing the mark and 

point of your gift which is all about serving your fellow man. So if you want to lead in any 

sphere, facet or aspect of life you need to be willing to serve your gift to the world. 

 

You see servant leadership is what this world is needing. We are to help people see their 

value and believe in themselves that they may see what they can do and achieve and become 

in life. We are not to seek positions of leadership, but we are is to seek to serve people and in 

that we will end up lead people. 

 

So leadership when all is said and done it all about serving others. You become a leader 

according to Jesus Christ by serving. What is it and how do you serve this world? You and I 

are to serve this world by offering it and giving our gifts in-service for the embitterment of 

mankind. This means that you are to serve your gift at every opportunity that God affords 

you. 

 

God is calling us to make sure we use our gift with competence, effectively and full of the 

Spirit. Our calling and mandate is to serve people that we can improve and better their lives. 

 

We are all called to contribute to this generation and to make it a better world that we are 

living in.  We were certainly not created just to take up space, but rather to impact our 

society, country and world. We need to stop being bloodsuckers and suck everything out of 

this world that we can get as opposed to giving back to make this world a better place. If 

everyone had a mentality of contributing to this world to make it a better place all the needs 

in this world would be met. 

 

They say that everything rises and falls on leadership, in other words so go the leaders so go 

the nation. In other words if we have poor leaders in the family the family will disintegrate. If 

we have poor leaders in the country the country will disintegrate. 

 

However if everyone plays their role in in this country and serves their gift to make this 

world a better place we will live in a world that is run like a well-oiled machine (locomotive).  

 

John 14:1-2 
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14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in Goda; trust also in me. 2 In my Father’s 

house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a 

place for you. 

 

We do not have to worry and jockeying for position because God is preparing a mansion for 

all those that serve Him and His kingdom agenda. 

 

May I encourage you to stop competing with others and start competing with yourself? You 

have a unique gift that cannot be replaced by anyone on this planet, but the key is that you 

hone it and improve it and then serve it to this world to make it a better place. 

 

You do not have to be jealous of anyone because they cannot take your place in this world. 

So get to a point where you are confident with your gift and your place in this world and 

begin serving it to others. Burnout comes from people trying to perform and be who they 

were not intended or called to be. If you flow in your gift it will give you energy and not 

deplete you of your energy. That is why people respect other people for their gift and not for 

their title or position. People will give you respect when you can add value to their lives not 

because of a title or position that you hold. This means that we are to be focused on becoming 

the greatest in serving our gift to the world and dominating our area of gifting and not 

dominating others. Then we will become great in the eyes of God and of mankind. 

 

Oppression. 

 

Oppression suffocates the great potential that is embedded within every human being and we 

are not called to oppress, but to develop, cultivate and mentor others to become greater than 

ourselves. 

 

Every single one of us possess the potential to become an incredible influencer in this world 

and thus affect future generations positively. We are not called to maintain, but we are called 

to expand and to progress in life and become great to the glory and honour of God. Our focus 

must not be on becoming great, but on serving other and then we will become great.  

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 

                                                           
a Or You trust in God 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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What is your definition and believe about leadership? 

 

Is leadership about authority, power, position, skill, talent, stature, looks, race, colour, social 

status or special charisma? 

 

 Should a leader have a title and have followers etc? 

 

 We need to understand that everyone, everywhere all the time is being led by somebody, 

because nothing happens without leadership. Nothing can develop or change or improve or be 

corrected without leadership. So whether we like to believe it or not we are always being lead 

directly or indirectly whether we are conscious or unconscious of the fact. 

 

Sadly we have many people leading us that we are conscious and aware of, but that we do not 

want to follow because they are leading us down the precipice of the mountain of life. 

 

We have many people in leadership positions but sadly  they do not lead because they have 

no leadership skills. 

 

The dire conditions that we are is a country or in today is because of poor leadership and this 

world in this day and age demands great  leadership. We have many leaders that have created 

the problem is that we are in and if they didn’t create the problems then they are 

overwhelmed by the problems they’ve inherited. 

 

Many people have been made to believe that they are not enough resources on the to go 

around in that poverty is a major problem in this world today this is actually a lie because it is 

not a poverty problem because it is leadership problem that does not allow the earth’s 

resources to go to those in need of them. 

 

The real problems of political and business investment agendas that stop the distribution of 

the world’s resources. 

 

We have leaders that have allowed the world to come into an era of confused sexual 

orientation.  We have families that are dysfunctional and run by single parents and expected 

to raise abstaining citizen who can function in society. 

 

We are living in a day and age where there it is a massive vacuum in genuine, effective, 

efficient, proper, and spiritually sensitive leadership. 

 

All of us are called to lead and become the perfect leader we desire our leaders to be. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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Daniel 7:27 
27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be 

handed over to the saints, the people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’ 

 

So tell me what age you carrying that this generation needs you to impart into the lives? 

 

Leadership is thought by most people as leading people all mastering people or dominating 

people or controlling people. 

 

Leaders not controllers but true leader’s servants to the people. 

 

Let’s make it clear from today and for ever more leadership is not dominating or having 

dominance over one another. 

 

Most leaders today abuse their power and are beyond corrupt because they have defective 

characters and have not been transformed into the image of God. Sadly this world is looking 

for leaders they can trust as this avoid of leaders is in both the industrial and developing 

nations of the world today. 

 

So my question to you is do you have the best interests of the people that you serve or are 

called to serve? 

 

Ungodly weakened leaders. 

 

They are those that lauded over others and use people to benefit themselves only. They 

intimidate and feed or of people to fears. They are those that give contracts to the one that 

will pay a kickback and not the best person for the job.  They purposefully keep wages low to 

maximise profit instead of sharing some of the profits.  

 

Good governments focus on serving the people, rather than on the people serving them. There 

is always distraction to society when the government does not serve the people. We see this 

right throughout history and even Jesus Christ used the Roman Empire is an example.   

 

Our government and for that matter any government is to have the genuine interests of the 

people at heart and if not they will never be great. Likewise any church that does not have the 

people’s best interests at heart will never be great but a congregation that has the interests of 

the congregants at heart will become great. 

 

Leading servant together seemed to be a paradox one oxymoron but when one comes to 

understand leadership as serving then when comes to understand that there are certainly not 

an oxymoron. 

 

It is easy to win an election but it’s not easy to govern well. 



The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 11 

 

 


