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Introduction: 

 

Text: Matthew 5:17–20 

 

Thesis: To understand that we are not to live under the Law, but under the Grace of God. 

 

Introduction: 

 

It seems like there's a bit of confusion when it comes to the 10 Commandments so I’m going 

to try and bring clarity and understanding in this regard. 

 

Sadly we often do not realise that our wrong or should I better say, our sinful choices in life 

can bring us tremendous heartache and suffering. God knows what is good and bad so He 

chose to give us what we know as the 10 Commandments to protect us from making wrong 

choices so that we would have a guideline for life. 

 

God does not want us to discover what is right and wrong by trial and error and that is why 

He gave us His Word, the Bible and His instructions in the 10 Commandments. So to 

experiment with life was not the way that God wanted or desired for us to live and therefore 

we can be incredibly grateful for each law that He gave. 

 

We would not know how to love God unless He has to tell us how He is to be loved. We 

would not know how to avoid the pitfalls and wrong choices in life unless we had the wisdom 

revealed in God’s Word and thus we are to thank Him for His instructions. 

 

Discussion: 

 

Let me ask you some questions. 

 

1. Does the 10 Commandments still apply to mankind and Christians today? 

 

Answer: ……… 

 

Yes of cause they still apply to mankind and Christian today and always. 
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Right listen carefully to my question. 

 

2. Are Christians still under the law or under the 10 Commandments? 

 

Answer: ……… 

 

The correct answer in this regard is a resounding no. No we are not under the Law but under 

grace. The Bible clearly states that we are no longer under the law, but we are under grace. 

The reason for this is that the law has been fulfilled through Christ and His sacrifice on the 

cross. That is why if we are in Christ we are new creation old is gone and the new has come. 

And hence we are justified not because of any good works we’ve done or accomplished, but 

because of the finished work of Christ Jesus on the cross for us. That is why when the Father 

looks at us He sees us as completely righteous because He sees the blood of the Lord Jesus 

Christ covering our sin completely. 

 

Who of you think that God decided that when Jesus came that the 10 Commandments were 

no longer important and did not have to be upheld?  In other word who of you think that God 

changed his mind about the importance of mankind keeping the 10 Commandments? 

 

That is great, so at least all of us are in agreement that Jesus is the same yesterday, today and 

forever and does not change His mind. This truth is confirmed in: 

 

Malachi 3:6 
6 “I the LORD do not change.  

 

Hebrews 13:8 
8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 

 

So we agree that we are not under the Law however they do still apply to us even as blood 

washed saints of God.  

 

1. We must never believe that the Laws of God were abolish through Jesus.  

 

The 10 Commandments were upheld by the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Matthew 5:17–20 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not 

the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 

until everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these 

commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of 

heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

 

2. We will have our love for God judged by our obedience to the Law. 
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John 14:15 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 

 

1 John 5:3–5 
3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for 

everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome the world, 

even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus is the 

Son of God. 

 

Disobeying the 10 Commandments thus shows us a lack of love for God and our fellow men. 

 

3. We will not enter eternal life if we choose to disobey God’s commandments.  

 

Matthew 19:17 
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. 

If you want to enter life, obey the commandments.” 

 

The rest of the Bible in any case confirms and reiterates obedience to the 10 Commandments. 

The 10 Commandments and all of God’s laws Jesus explains are based on God’s most 

prominent characteristic and that is love. You see all the laws are there to show us how to 

love. So God’s Laws are not just a way of life to be obeyed, but His way of love to protect 

our hearts from getting harmed and hurt. The 10 Commandments show us how to apply love 

in every aspect of life. 

 

Revelation 12:17 
17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her 

offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 

 

We need to understand that if we are faithful members of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ 

we will obey the 10 Commandments even though we are not under them we will fulfil them 

because we live by the Spirit of God. 

 

I do believe that that we as Christians are to obey the 10 Commandments, but not to have it 

like a checklist, but rather fulfilling them in our lives because of our love for God without 

being forced to but purely fulfilling them because of our love for God. 

 

The 10 Commandments in the old and new Testament 

 

The following chart identifies references to the 10 Commandments in both the Old and New 

Testaments. 

 

 Commandment Old Testament New Testament 

1st 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:3; 

Deuteronomy 5:7 
Matthew 4:10; Luke 4:8; Revelation 14:7 

2nd 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:4-6; 

Deuteronomy 5:8-10 

Acts 15:20; 1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-

20; Ephesians 5:5 
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3rd 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:7; 

Deuteronomy 5:11 
Matthew 5:33-37; 1 Timothy 6:1; James 2:7 

4th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:8-11; 

Deuteronomy 5:12-15 

Luke 4:16; 23:55-56; Acts 17:1-2; 18:4; Hebrews 

4:9 

5th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:12; 

Deuteronomy 5:16 

Matthew 15:4-9; 19:19; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; 

Romans 1:29-30; Ephesians 6:1-3 

6th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:13; 

Deuteronomy 5:17 

Matthew 5:21-22; 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; 

Romans 1:29-30; 13:9 

7th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:14; 

Deuteronomy 5:18 

Matthew 5:27-28; 19:18; Mark 10:11-12, 19; Luke 

16:18; 18:20; Romans 7:2-3; 13:9 

8th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:15; 

Deuteronomy 5:19 

Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Romans 

13:9; Ephesians 4:28; 1 Peter 4:15; Revelation 9:21 

9th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:16; 

Deuteronomy 5:20 

Matthew 19:18; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; Acts 5:3-

4; Romans 13:9; Ephesians 4:25 

10th 

Commandment 

Exodus 20:17; 

Deuteronomy 5:21 

Luke 12:15; Romans 1:29; 7:7; 13:9; 1 Corinthians 

6:9-10; Galatians 5:19-21; Ephesians 5:3, 5 

 

4. We have the 10 Commandments condensed into 2 Commandments.  

 

Jesus went on to summarise all of God’s laws into two great commandments. As we already 

know the first four commandments tell as how God wants us to love Him and the last six 

commandments show us how to demonstrate love to others. 

 

Jesus basically summed up the 10 Commandments into two commandments. For if we all 

obey these two Commandments then we will obeying all 10 Commandments. 

 

Matthew 22:37–40 
37 Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 

all your mind.’a 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’b 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.” 

 

5. We are saved because of the finished work of Christ Jesus on the cross.  

 

Ephesians 2:8–10 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

1 John 3:4–6 

                                                           
a Deut. 6:5 

b Lev. 19:18 



The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 5 

4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he 

appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him 

keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him. 

 

Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life ina Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

God’s commandment are part of a way of life that will help produce peace and life. 

 

6. We are righteous through Christ and not our obedience to the Law. 

 

Romans 3:19–20 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no 

one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we 

become conscious of sin. 

 

7. We as Christian are not under the Law, but under grace.  

 

Romans 6:11–14 
11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 12 Therefore 

do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 Do not offer the 

parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as 

those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as 

instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under 

law, but under grace. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:19–23 
20 To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To those under the law I became like one 

under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. 21 To 

those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from 

God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law. 22 To the weak I 

became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible 

means I might save some. 23 I do all this for the sake of the gospel,that I may share in its 

blessings. 

 

8. We are to make sure we do not abuse the grace of God.  

 

Romans 6:1–4 

What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 

We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him 

through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the 

glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 

                                                           
a Or through 
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9. We are called to live by the Spirit and not the sinful nature. 

 

Romans 8:1–14 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,a 2 because through 

Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what 

the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,b God did by sending 

his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.c And so he condemned sin in 

sinful man,d 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who 

do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit.  
5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that nature 

desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 

desires. 6 The mind of sinful mane is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and 

peace; 7 the sinful mindf is hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 

Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 9 You, however, are controlled not by 

the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 

the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body is dead 

because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give 

life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit, who lives in you.  
12 Therefore, brothers, we have an obligation—but it is not to the sinful nature, to live 

according to it. 13 For if you live according to the sinful nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, 14 because those who are led by the 

Spirit of God are sons of God. 

 

Galatians 5:16–26 
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For 

the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the 

sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. 18 But 

if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  
19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 

idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those 

who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, 

                                                           
a Some later manuscripts Jesus, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the 

Spirit, 

b Or the flesh; also in verses 4, 5, 8, 9, 12 and 13 

c Or man, for sin 

d Or in the flesh 

e Or mind set on the flesh 

f Or the mind set on the flesh 
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let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each 

other. 

 

debauchery - excessive indulgence in sex, alcohol, or drugs. 

 

10. We are to choose to live a life of love and hence we will fulfil the Law. 

 

Romans 13:8–10 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 

loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” 

“Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,”a and whatever other commandment there 

may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”b 10 Love does no 

harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

So if we love completely we will obey the law completely but our focus is not on the law but 

on living in the Spirit and loving all of mankind and God. 

 

11. We must allow God to put His Laws in our minds and write them on our hearts. 

 

God’s goal and desire is not for us to the 10 Commandments inscribed on tablets of stone but 

rather to have them written in our hearts and minds so that we would choose to live by the as 

we are being led by the spirit of God. 

 

Hebrews 8:10 
10 This is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel  

after those days, says the Lord:  

I will put my laws in their minds,  

and write them on their hearts,  

and I will be their God,  

and they shall be my people. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. We must never believe that the Laws of God were abolish through Jesus.  

2. We will have our love for God judged by our obedience to the Law. 

3. We will not enter eternal life if we choose to disobey God’s commandments.  

4. We have the 10 Commandments condensed into 2 Commandments.  

5. We are saved because of the finished work of Christ Jesus on the cross.  

6. We are righteous through Christ and not our obedience to the Law. 

7. We as Christian are not under the Law, but under grace.  

8. We are to make sure we do not abuse the grace of God.  

9. We are called to live by the Spirit and not the sinful nature. 

10. We are to choose to live a life of love and hence we will fulfil the Law. 

                                                           
a Exodus 20:13-15, 17; Deut. 5:17-19, 21 

b Lev. 19:18 
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11. We must allow God to put His Laws in our minds and write them on our hearts. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 2 August 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 
 

 

Let us go through the 10 Commandments and see if you remember all of them in order by 

heart as we learnt them last week Sunday. 

 

The Ten Commandments 

 

I 

You shall have no other  

gods before me. 

 

II 

You shall not make for  

yourself an idol or worship any idol. 

 

III 

You shall not take the Name of the  

LORD your God in vain. 

 

IV 

Remember the Sabbath day  

by keeping it holy. 

 

V 

Honour your father and  

your mother. 

 

VI 

You shall  

not murder. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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VII 

You shall not  

commit adultery. 

 

VIII 

You shall  

not steal. 

 

IX 

You shall not give false testimony  

against your neighbour. 

 

X 

You shall not covet anything that  

belongs to your neighbour.  

 

God - Exodus 20:3-17 

 

Show the clip: Learn the Ten Commandments.mp4 


