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Introduction: 

 

Text: John 8:1–11 

 

Thesis: To understand that Jesus came not to condemn us but to save us and this is ultimate 

grace. 

 

Introduction: 

 

What you understand to be true grace and do you show others grace? 

 

Discussion: 

                                         

Matthew 5:17 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 

abolish them but to fulfill them.  
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Clip: Woman Caught in Adultery John 8_1-11.mp4 

 

John 8:1–11 

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where 

all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law 

and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 
4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses 

commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question 

as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.  

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept 

on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of you is without sin, let 

him be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.  
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 

Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, 

“Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?”  
11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and 

leave your life of sin.” 

 

This story is about the entire message of the New Testament and that is that we are saved by 

the grace of God. If it were not for Jesus and His loving kindness and taking the penalty of 

our sins we would be doomed.  

 

Jesus came to put holiness on a foundation of grace where grace sets us free from the 

law, but always upholds the law. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

If we match ourselves against the law all of us will fail every time so we will get nowhere 

when it comes to the law unless we have the love of God shed abroad in our heart. 
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Romans 13:8–10 
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who 

loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” 

“Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not covet,”a and whatever other commandment there 

may be, are summed up in this one rule: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”b 10 Love does no 

harm to its neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

 

John 14:15 

15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command. 

 

1 John 5:3–5 
3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, v 

 

Disobeying the 10 Commandments thus shows us a lack of love for God and our fellow men. 

 

Now let’s carry on with us Scripture. 

When you read the story who do you identify with as being yourself in this whole story? 

 

Are you perhaps feeling like this woman with everyone judges you for your lifestyle or your 

past lifestyle of sin? Here they wanted her to pay the ultimate price for her sin by been stoned 

to death. Are you needing forgiveness just like this woman from your life of sin? 

 

Are you perhaps one of the Pharisees that are self-righteous and judging this woman for her 

sin. 

 

Are you perhaps one of the bystanders with a stone in your hand ready to join in with the rest 

of the crowd and crucified her? 

 

Are you one of those at the Temple Court sitting and receiving as much teaching that you can 

to show that you can learn to love Jesus more. 

 

1. Jesus focused on teaching us about our freedom in Him. 

 

John 8:1–2 

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where 

all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them.  

 

Jesus came to teach the gospel of love and not rules. Jesus desired to have us live a life of 

freedom and a life filled with love for Him and our fellow man, because it was in that that we 

would fulfil the law and hence it would never be done away with or lose its authority, 

spirituality, power, goodness, but would be fulfilled through Him in us. 

 

Luke 4:18–19 

                                                           
a Exodus 20:13-15, 17; Deut. 5:17-19, 21 

b Lev. 19:18 
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18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,  

because he has anointed me  

to bring good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives  

and recovery of sight to the blind,  

to let the oppressed go free,  

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 

2. Jesus does not call us to stand in judgement of others. 

 

John 8:1–11 
3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made 

her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of 

adultery.  

 

This woman knew what she was doing was wrong and did not have to have it pointed out to 

her however in this day and age people need to be reminded of what sins are it seems to me. 

 

We however are not called to sit in a position of judgement of others but to help reconcile 

others to our saviour. 

 

Luke 6:41–42 
41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to the 

plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck 

out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, 

first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from 

your brother’s eye. 

 

Sometimes we are so deceived that we do not even see our sin of arrogance and self-

righteousness which is an abomination before God and He hates it for we have nothing to 

boasting except in the cross of Christ. 

 

Romans 2:1–2 

2 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at 

whatever point you judge the other, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass 

judgment do the same things. 

 

3. Jesus does not want us to misrepresent of the Bible. 

 

John 8:5–6 
5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were 

using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him.  

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.  

 

Can you imagine the huge trap that Jesus found himself in as they had already accused Him 

of being a drunkard and a friend of prostitute’s tax collectors so if He did not answer 
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correctly He would have been a dead man walking? He however did not answer according to 

the law but according to grace and mercy. 

 

The Pharisees were just using her as a piece of flesh to try and trap Jesus and make an 

example of what happens to those that break the Law. To Jesus however he saw a valuable 

beautiful woman with tremendous potential who was worth protecting and defending and 

even sacrificing His life for. 

 

This is a blatant test to try and trap Jesus. You see they do not love the law they just hate 

Jesus and want to find a reason to trap Him so that he could be destroyed. Do you see how 

amazing this is and how often we miss the point that yes she had broken the 7th 

commandment but they brought only the woman and were miss representing and quoting the 

Scriptures and hence breaking the 9th Commandment which is I shall not lie. 

 

Deuteronomy 22:22 
22 If a man is found sleeping with another man’s wife, both the man who slept with her and 

the woman must die. You must purge the evil from Israel. 

 

Leviticus 20:10 
10 “ ‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with the wife of his neighbor—

both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 

 

I said it is when we become so focused on the written word and not focused on loving God. 

 

4. Jesus makes us aware that all of us are sinners in need of a saviour. 

 

John 8:7–9 
7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “If any one of 

you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and 

wrote on the ground.  
 

Sin is sin no matter what the sin. 

 

Adultery is a serious crime in those times, but with God sin is sin any does not matter what 

sin we commit we need to repent and make right with God. 
 

Romans 3:23–25a 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented him as a sacrifice of 

atonement,a through faith in his blood. 

 

1 John 1:9–10 

                                                           
a 25Or as the one who would turn aside his wrath, taking away sin 
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9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his 

word has no place in our lives. 

 

 

Isaiah 1:18 
18 “Come now, let us reason together,”  

says the LORD.  

“Though your sins are like scarlet,  

they shall be as white as snow;  

though they are red as crimson,  

they shall be like wool. 

 

I want you to know that it does not matter how severe and terribly you might have sinned the 

grace and forgiveness of God is always greater. 

 

Some of us I think well I’m not so bad because I don’t do these so-called major sins that I see 

on the TV screen. We need to stop comparing ourselves with others and start comparing 

ourselves with the holiness of God and we will see that the only way we can become holy is 

through Christ Jesus in our life. 

 

5. Jesus is the only one that stands sinless before us all. 

 

John 8:9 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only 

Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there.  

 

It’s quite amusing that it is the older folk because they are the more mature in knowing the 

truth that they are not sinless. Jesus is the spotless Lamb of God and that is why he’s the only 

one that can save us from our sins. 

 

Jesus could have got into a debate and said but she broke the seventh commandment, but you 

have just broken the ninth Commandment as you are lying about the fact that she is the only 

guilty party as you cannot commit adultery with only one person and you’re misrepresenting 

and quoting the Scriptures which is a sin in itself. 

 

6. Jesus reminds us that we may not condemn anyone. 

 

John 8:10 
10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?”  

 

Do any of us have the ability to condemn anyone else? Most certainly not and may we never 

forget that we are not called to condemn others but to love them. 

 

Romans 8:1–4 
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8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,a 2 because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For 

what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature,b God did by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.c And so he condemned 

sin in sinful man,d 4 in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in 

us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit. 

 

Jesus said that the requirement that is needed to condemn someone for the sin is that the 

accuser must be without sin. All of them lift because no one was qualified to condemn 

because every one of us sinners in need of a saviour and hence none of us not to day but 

tomorrow and not ever since then in a seat of condemnation. 

 

We have a high priest that is able to sympathise with our weaknesses. 

 

7. Jesus did not come to condemn us but to redeem us. 

 

John 8:11 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and 

leave your life of sin. 

 

John 3:16-17 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,f that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to 

condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 

condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.g 

 

2 Peter 3:9 
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient 

with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 

Jesus wants us to acknowledge and confess our sins so we can receive Him as our Saviour so 

that we may receive forgiveness and live a whole brand-new life. 

 

8. Jesus expect us to leave our life of sin. 

 

                                                           
a Some later manuscripts Jesus, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the 

Spirit, 

b Or the flesh; also in verses 4, 5, 8, 9, 12 and 13 

c Or man, for sin 

d Or in the flesh 

f Or his only begotten Son 

g Or God’s only begotten Son 
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John 8:11 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and 

leave your life of sin. 

 

We must never forget that Jesus forgiveness of my sin is the only thing that stand between me 

and death. 

 

Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life ina Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

In this country you might be old to bribe someone to get you out of your wrongdoing. 

 

The problem however is that God owns everything you will not be able to bribe him shipped 

a one sacrifice that he accepts is when you see Jesus at the centre of your loss and is 

bloodshed for you. 

 

So it is the same today there is only one that you can look to for salvation and one that you 

can find mercy and grace and forgiveness and that is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

John 10:10 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 

have it to the full. 

 

Jesus is our good Shepherd is willing to lay down his life for us his sheep hallelujah. 

 

Jesus expect us to leave our life of sin and does not give us permission to carry on 

singing. 

 

John 5:14–15 
14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning 

or something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was 

Jesus who had made him well. 

 

Jesus is not expecting perfection the draw they having a heart of repentance. 

 

Romans 6:1-2 

6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no 

means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 

 

Please do not think that sin is no big deal because it is a massive deal in fact Jesus had to lay 

down his life and die for our sins. 

 

So Jesus is saying that he does not expect us to be sinless but forgiven. 

 

                                                           
a Or through 
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However once we forgiven our passion and desire must be to live holy and not to persist in 

our own holy behaviour. The only way to achieve this is through loving God with everything 

within us. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

The Pharisees were right about two things. 

 

1. The just and right punishment for our sins is death. 

2. When you find someone in sin and the best thing to do is take them to Jesus. 

 

Do you put your trust in the blood Jesus Christ or your trust in Bulls and goats? 

 

Hebrews 10:26-27 
26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that 

will consume the enemies of God.  

 

1. Jesus focused on teaching us about our freedom in Him. 

2. Jesus does not call us to stand in judgement of others. 

3. Jesus does not want us to misrepresent of the Bible. 

4. Jesus makes us aware that all of us are sinners in need of a saviour. 

5. Jesus is the only one that stands sinless before us all. 

6. Jesus reminds us that we may not condemn anyone. 

7. Jesus did not come to condemn us but to redeem us. 

8. Jesus expect us to leave our life of sin. 

 

We are found to find others 

We are told to tell others 

We are won to win others 

We are saved to save others 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 9 August 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/


The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 10 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 


