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Introduction: 
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Title: Having a Godly Perspective on Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage 

 

This is an incredibly touchy subject so because of this I need to try to set a trap for our hearts 

and minds so that God can come in and give us His perspective and revelation in this regard.  

 

So are you ready? 

 

Who of you here have some regrets in your life? Answer: Yes, every single one of us. 

 

Have you repented to God? Answer: Yes 

 

Has God forgiven you? Answer: Yes 

 

Are you sure? Answer: Yes 

 

Who of you still feel some people judge you for your regrets, sins, mistakes and or foolish 
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choices? Answer: Yes 

 

1. All of us are forgiven completely and not partially for our repented regrets.  

 

Don’t you think that it is rather ironic that we want a second change, but are not willing to 

give others a second change? 

 

So my question to you is then when should you let go of your regret even if things happen 

that were your fault? 

 

“Yonkipoor” is still true today. Once a year all of your regrets got put on the head of a goat 

and the goat left. Your regrets are gone and this applies to us all. 

 

That is why we read: 

 

Romans 8:1 

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

 

Romans 8:37–39 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,d neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 

able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

2. All of us are called to the ministry of restoration and reconciliation. 

 

At what point do we let the sins of others go and allow them to be restored in the church and 

life and ministry? 

 

We were never called as the church of Jesus Christ to be the moral police of the world. Even 

though we are called to choose the moral high ground or should I say right ground at all 

times. 

 

Judgment, hatred, stripping dignity and any other degrading action or speech has no place in 

the Kingdom of God.  

 

But in my opinion they are wrong? 

 

And you are called to be the moral police or are you called to love them? You don’t know 

what they were going through. You have no right to sabotage unity in the name of being 

right! 

 

Revelation 12:10 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  

“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God,  

and the authority of his Christ.  

For the accuser of our brothers,  

who accuses them before our God day and night,  

                                                 
d Or nor heavenly rulers 
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has been hurled down. 

 

SHOW:  Woman caught in the act of Adultery. 

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ylFgewaFcM 

 

Since when did our marital status effective the great love of God for you and me? 

 

You’re precious to Father God and He loves you no matter what your marital status maybe.     

 

Who of you believe that Paul was an amazing man of God and are willing to received 

teaching and equipping from him? Well you might have forgotten that he was a murder and 

in my opinion that is substantially worse then getting divorced. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:16–21 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 

Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to 

himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling 

the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them. And he has committed 

to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God 

were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 

God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sina for us, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

 

3. All of us are called to protect the marriages of all. 

 

The vows that we make on our wedding day are not found in the Bible, but are made up by 

man. The truth of the matter is that we should never make any vow or promise because we 

are unable to stick to our words because we are not God.  

 

Matthew 5:33–37 
33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, 

but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’ 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by 

heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it 

is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even 

one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything 

beyond this comes from the evil one. 

 

4. All of us are to accept that there are rare instances that divorce is warranted. 

 

May I ask you a couple of question?  

 

Does God hate divorce? Answer: Yes is says so in the Word of God  

 

Does God ever say that you can never ever get divorced? Answer: Nowhere in the Bible does 

it say that you cannot get divorced! However He does not ever want a married couple to 

divorce, because he knows the hurt that it causes however this does not mean that sometime 

He will not give His blessing. This is not because it is His perfect will, but rather His 

                                                 
a Or be a sin offering 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ylFgewaFcM
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permissive will. 

 

Matthew 19:8–9 
8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were 

hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces his 

wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, and marries another woman commits adultery.” 

 

According to the Scriptures Jesus clearly states in some circumstances that He legitimizes 

divorce and those circumstances fall under the term marital unfaithfulness not adultery. 

Marital unfaithfulness is anything that has to do with being unfaithful to your spouse and 

unwilling to repeat on an ongoing basis. 

 

πορνεία (porneia) – marital unfaithfulness. 

 

Porneia means out of controlees. The root word of this is where we get the word 

pornography. The root is when you use someone else’s skin or use them as an object and a 

piece of property and not a person filled with the dignity of God. 

 

μοιχεύω (mookeya) – adultery. 

 

“Echad” Is unity within diversity.  

 

Hell – Gehena not Hades (the hell after the grave). Gehena is the town garbage dump, the 

place where the fire never goes out and where there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. The 

fire had to be kept going to keep away the smell so that the smell does not keep effecting the 

town. The reason for this is that people who could not afford tombs would take the family 

members and bury their dead because they could not afford a tomb.  

 

Don’t sabotage “echad” because this unity is what holds the world together and if you do it 

is only going to hurt you and other.  Don’t murder, don’t hate, don’t destroy someone with 

your tongue as this is ‘scandalon’.  

 

“Katub” – is the basic agreement on how they are going to handle their marriage.  

 

“Marital unfaithfulness” – if defined as anytime that somebody is breaking their basic 

agreement with their spouse in an unrepentant pattern. Not a mistake or once off sin, but an 

unrepentant continual pattern.  

 

“Marital unfaithfulness” – had to be shown as a pattern by 3 witnesses not as a mistake, but 

an unrepentant pattern.  

 

The yoke of “Hillel” and “Shammai” 

 

“Hillel” can get divorces for any and every reason or any cause. 

 

Then came in “Shammai” which was marital unfaithfulness. 

 

A “Get” is a certificate of divorce. 

 

Uformisim – gouging his eye out.  
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You see a law-based message will always be at odds with the redemptive prospects of 

grace. 

 

You see Paul says on two occasions that, “All things are lawful, but not all things a 

beneficial.” The reason for this is that it is not about keeping rules, but whether our choices 

lead to life or death.  

 

Jesus basically said that only when something is done within the marriage that is irreparable 

and is thus ruptured the marriage can divorce then take place.  

 

We need to understand that God instituted and loves marriage, but at the same time we also 

need to understand that God hates divorce, but does not say anywhere that divorce is the 

unforgivable sin. Please note that I am not for one second promoting or propagating or 

advocating divorce. All I am saying is that there are situations where it is sometimes better 

for the abused spouses to get out of the marriage because there is just not repentance and it is 

causing that one person to live in hell (gehena – The town rubbish dump). 

 

Malachi 2:14–16 
14 You ask, “Why?” It is because the LORD is acting as the witness between you and the wife 

of your youth, because you have broken faith with her, though she is your partner, the wife of 

your marriage covenant.  
15 Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? 

Because he was seeking godly offspring.c So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break 

faith with the wife of your youth.  

                                                 
c Or But the one who is our father did not do this, not as long as life remained in him. And 

what was he seeking? An offspring from God 
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16 “I hate divorce,” says the LORD God of Israel, “and I hate a man’s covering himselfd 

with violence as well as with his garment,” says the LORD Almighty.  

So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith. 

 

Violence is wrongly translated as it should read ἀσέβεια – ungodliness, impiety (is a 

perceived lack of proper respect for something considered sacred), wrong doing, 

godlessness). 

 

1 Corinthians 7:15 
15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him do so. A believing man or woman is not bound in such 

circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 

 

The phrase "not bound" means that the innocent person is free to remarry. 

 

God intended that marriage was to be a divinely instituted relationship between one man one-

woman. 

 

Then if the one spouse is a believer and another is not and chooses to desert and leave the 

spouse then the spouse is no longer bound but free to remarry. 

 

5. All of us have to accept that it is in the best interest of some to get married again. 

 

Genesis 2:18 
18 The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 

for him.” 

 

Remarriage is allowed according to Scripture when there has been marital unfaithfulness 

where one party is unwilling to repent and restore the marriage then the person is free to 

divorce and remarry. 

 

For us as Christians to think that there are certain sins that are beyond the grace and 

forgiveness of God is to fall from the gospel of grace into a gospel of legalism. 

 

6. All of us believe deep down that in some situations divorce is the best option for 

some. 

 

Isaiah 50:1 

“Where is your mother’s certificate of divorce  

with which I sent her away?  

 

Jeremiah 3:8–14 
8 I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her 

adulteries. Yet I saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and 

committed adultery.  

 

We must never forget that our God is a God of restoration and renewal. Thus for the church 

to deny the possibility for remarriage or the possibility for those that are divorced to hold 

leadership positions would be to deny the spirit of Jesus ministry but also to misunderstand 

                                                 
d Or his wife 
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the grace of God in this broken world. 

 

Revelation 3:16 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write:  

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s 

creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either 

one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to 

spit you out of my mouth. 

 

7. All of us are to follow the choice of love.  

 

Hebrews 10:24 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

 

In all thing at the end love must win the day.  

 

Jesus summed up into one and that was to love one another and not judge one another. 

 

The dignity of the person takes precedence over your moral rightness.  

 

According to statistics probably about half of you in this congregation are divorced. Then we 

are not called as brothers and sisters in Christ to now condemn and judge one another, but 

help encourage one another in our marriages and in our understanding of God and his love for 

us all. 

 

If you are married make every effort to continuously keep the unity “echad” in your 

marriage and may you know we are going to continue to encourage you and hold you 

accountable to your marriage “katuba”. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Our stance as a church when it comes to marriage, divorce and remarriage. 

 

1. We believe that marriage is between one man and one woman and it should not be 

sabotaged because it is a sacred covenant. 

2. We will try everything to restore and reconcile any broken marriage (because you 

cannot just go divorce for any reason you choose). 

3. We will use every possible resource possible to fix the problematic marriage. 

4. We regard divorce as the absolute last option. 

5. We will give a certificate of divorce "a get" to a married person whose spouse refuses 

to repent for a major reason that destroy the unity “echad” in their marriage. 

6. We choose not to look down on those that have gone through the horrors of divorce. 

7. We will not disqualify any divorced person from any ministry once they have become 

whole. 

8. We would support anyone that wants to get married and that is whole and ready for 

marriage. 

 

RE-CAP: 
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1. All of us are forgiven completely and not partially for our repented regrets.  

2. All of us are called to the ministry of restoration and reconciliation. 

3. All of us are called to protect the marriages of all. 

4. All of us are to accept that there are rare instances that divorce is warranted. 

5. All of us have to accept that it is in the best interest of some to get married again. 

6. All of us believe deep down that in some situations divorce is the best option for 

some. 

7. All of us are to follow the choice of love.  

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 18 October 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For 

more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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