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Introduction: 

 

Romans 15:4 
4 For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

 

Did you know that there are several patterns of seven in the Bible? Let me share with you just 

a few so you understand where I'm starting and wanting to go in the teaching on the 

Tabernacle. 

 

The number seven in the Bible represents divine perfection, totality and completion for 

something that is finished. The number seven is symbolic of God's work. 

 

Firstly, in Genesis you find there are seven days of creation. 

You see the word “created” seven times recorded in the creation process in the Bible. 

There are seven days in a week and God’s Sabbath is on the 7th day of the week. 

The Bible is divided up into seven major divisions:  

1) the Law; 2) the Prophets; 3) the Writings, or Psalms; 4) the Gospels and Acts; 5) the 

General Epistles; 6) the Epistles of Paul; and 7) the book of Revelation. 

The total number of originally inspired books was forty-nine, or 7 x 7, demonstrating the 

absolute perfection of the Word of God. 

Then you have the seven feasts that Israel celebrated. 

You have the seven pieces of furniture in the Tabernacle. 

 

Then when you come to look at the New Testament: 

 

You have the seven last sayings of Jesus Christ on the cross.  

You have the seven steps of overcoming that you find in the book of Revelation. 

Then you have the seven letters to the seven churches in the book of Revelation. 

Paul uses seven titles to refer to Christ. The titles are 'Heir of all things' (Hebrews 1:2), 

'Captain of our salvation' (2:10), 'Apostle' (3:1), 'Author of salvation' (5:9), 'Forerunner' 

(6:20), 'High Priest' (10:21) and the 'Author and finisher of our faith' (12:2). 

 

No animal could be sacrificed until it was seven days old (Ex 22:30). 

 There were seven “I AM’s” in the Gospel of John that Jesus used when He spoke of 

Himself. 

The Lord would discipline Israel up to sevenfold (up to seven times) if they refused to obey 
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Him (Lev 26:18). 

 Jesus mentions seven woes (or judgments) on the unrepentant in Matthew 23. 

 Jesus also mentions seven parables in Matthew 13. 

 There were seven letters to the seven churches in the Book of Revelation (2, 3). 

 There were also seven trumpets announcing judgments by God in the Book of Revelation 

(8). 

 There were seven signs given in the Gospel of John. 

 There were seven pairs of clean animals that were received into the Ark (Gen 7:2). 

Joshua and Israel marched around Jericho seven times while seven priests blew seven 

trumpets before the walls came crashing down (Joshua 6:3-4). 

Elisha told the military commander Naaman to bathe in the Jordan River seven times and he 

would be healed of his leprosy (2 Kings 5:10). 

 There were seven qualities or attributes of the Messiah mentioned in Isaiah 11:2. 

 There are seven things that the Lord hates mentioned in Proverbs 6:16. 

 There were seven stems on the lampstand in the tabernacle (Ex 25:37). 

There were seven angels pouring out seven bowls of the wrath of God in the Book of 

Revelation (16:1). 

 

Colossians 2:17 
17 These are a shadow of the things that were to come; the reality, however, is found in Christ. 

 

Just how many hidden truths are there in the Bible that God is wanting to bring about and to 

reveal to His children?  However, He will only reveal the secret things of God to those that 

earnestly seek Him with all of their hearts. 

 

We are going to have a look at the Tabernacle and its significance to us today. 

 

One of the most amazing things is that God created the world in seven days.  However he 

used 40 days to instruct Moses about the Tabernacle. You will see that there is only one 

chapter in the Bible to describe the structure of the world, but six chapters were used for the 

Tabernacle. From this I think we can surmise that the Tabernacle has tremendous significance 

and that God is wanting us to discover some hidden truth about the Tabernacle that applies to 

us today. 

 

There are over 50 chapters in the Bible speaking and describing the Tabernacle. 

 

The study of the Tabernacle is so rich in meaning and pregnant with messianic significance 

that we can spend a lifetime discovering the hidden truths of Christ Jesus our Lord and 

Saviour. Once the study of the Tabernacle is over, you will have a greater respect and 

admiration for God's Word and realise it is not just a book, but actually the Word of God for 

truly no man could have thought this up. 

 

The Tabernacle speaks to us about the relationship that we should have with God through 

Jesus Christ. It is a shadow of Jesus the Messiah and how we should walk with our God. 

 

Now throughout history God has commanded His people to build temples. A temple is a 

place where holy ceremonies and ordinances are performed. 

 

It is a place where God has revealed Himself and gives instruction to His sons and daughters 

on how to receive eternal life. It is literally a House of the Lord.  
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Now at the time of Jesus Christ, the Temple of Herod was the centre of religious life and 

learning for the Jews. Thousand of years before, this was the crown jewel of Israel’s greatest 

age with Solomon's Temple, but even Solomon's temple was modelled after another. 

 

Now we are going back right to the beginning of time when Moses had a portable Temple 

that was used in the desert known as the Tabernacle. This is where the people of Israel 

learned the way to eternal life. 

 

Let’s have a better look at the Tabernacle and see what we can learn and see its incredible 

importance and clear shadow of Christ Jesus as the true Messiah. There are so many shadows 

of Jesus that it ends up showing us the undeniable truth of Jesus, that we cannot reject Jesus 

as the Messiah of the world and this amazing truth. 

 

 
 

Entrance Gate: 

 

Now the entrance gate is the only entrance into the Tabernacle and there is no other entrance 

but this entrance. 

 

The first piece of furniture that you find in the Tabernacle is the brazen altar, but in order to 

get to the brazen altar you have to first go through this 6 foot high wall of cloth which is pure 

white, representing righteousness. Now this righteousness is the shadow of Jesus Christ who 

is the righteousness of God and is the only way back to the Father. In the Bible Jesus is 

referred to as the Righteous One. That is why Jesus said He is the only way back to the 

Father. 

 

Romans 3:22 
22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

  

John 10:7–9 
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7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever 

came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; 

whoever enters through me will be saved.a 

 

John 14:6 

6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father 

except through me. 

 

Bronze Altar: 

 

 

 

 
 

The first thing you come across when entering the Tabernacle is the bronze altar of sacrifice 

and this is where sacrifices were made to God and this was symbolic of the last and final and 

great sacrifice of the Atonement that would be made by the Lord Jesus Christ where His 

blood would be shed for all of mankind. 

 

At the altar is where you come before God to choose to give up your life and where the blood 

of an innocent lamb was shed for you. When you get to the altar you have to give a sacrifice 

and that sacrifice is your life in exchange for the life of Christ.  

 

In the outer court the furniture was made out of bronze or brass representing the law, 

judgment and the Old Covenant. 

 

Laver: 

 

 

 

                                                 
a Or kept safe 
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Then you come to the Laver which is made of brass where the officiating priest would wash 

his hands from the blood and then the water and the blood would fall on the ground just like 

one day Jesus’ blood would be spilt on the ground when He was pierced in His side. 

 

This represents our having to have our lives washed by the Word of God and also dying to 

ourselves in baptism and being raised up and choosing to live to serve God. 

 

The brazen Laver is made of brass. This is basically a big pot where officiating priests, after 

presenting the sacrifice on the altar, would then go and wash their hands, and the blood from 

the lamb and the water that was taken from the Laver would drop on the ground. This was 

symbolic of the fact that one day when Jesus was pierced in His side, His blood would pour 

out onto the ground representing his complete sacrifice for mankind. 

 

We also need to allow God’s Word to wash us daily. This also resembles our dying to our old 

nature and being raised up in newness of life being cleansed from our old and past. And this 

is where we find believers’ baptism, or water baptism as some people would put it. Here the 

truth of water baptism is made so clear that one cannot refute it because it is only for 

believers for you first had to go through the gate before you could go to the altar and then the 

Laver. 

 

This pattern of the Tabernacle makes it very clear that you have to first be born again before 

you can get baptised in water. And that is why I don't call it water baptism but believers’ 

baptism because you cannot be baptised in water until such time that you've chosen to believe 

and hence be born again by the Spirit of God. 

 

Holy Place and the Holy of Holies: 

 

Then, the Tabernacle was divided into two parts or two rooms which was the Holy Place and 

then the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place. 

 

When you enter into the Holy Place the first things you come across is the Candle Stand or 

the Menorah and the Altar of Incense and The Table of Showbread. 

 

This teaches and shows us that we are to be in the world but not a part of the world. 

 

Lampstand or Menorah: 
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The Candlestick provided the only light when going into the Holy Place and was kept 

burning constantly and this represented the Holy Spirit and our need to be guided by the light 

of the Holy Spirit at all times in this life and nothing else. You see there is absolutely no 

outside light that comes into the Holy place, so it would be pitch black without the 

candlestick burning. Living a life without the guiding and leading of the Holy Spirit is like 

living a life in the dark. 

 

The Table of Showbread: 

 

 

 
 

On the table of Showbread, you would have 12 loaves of unleavened bread throughout the 

week. Jewish tradition holds that cups of wine were also placed on the table. This reminds us 

about the sacrament of Christ Jesus and the price that Jesus paid for us, but also that we need 

to eat of the living bread daily, as this is the most important spiritual nourishment that all of 

us need on a daily basis. We cannot live on bread alone, but we all need to hear every word 

the proceeds from the mouth of God through His Word, the Holy Bible. 

 

It has on it 12 loaves of bread representing the body of the Lord that was broken for us and it 

has some frankincense on it. This represents the life of our lord Jesus Christ that we have to 

partake of and eat daily. 

 

We need to regularly and in fact daily, spend time in God’s word to grow spiritually. 
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The metal that you find in the second part is all gold. Everything is encased or plated in gold 

except the candlestick which is completely gold. 

 

The Altar of Incense: 

 

 

 
The Altar of Incense which sits at the entrance to the Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place. 

Each morning and evening the high priest would burn incense here so that the aroma of the 

incense would filter through the curtain into the Holy of Holies. 

 

This altar is a symbol of prayer before the Lord and likewise we should continuously come 

before God in prayer so that it goes up to Him as a sweet fragrant offering. The placement of 

The Altar of Incense is also incredibly important in that it shows that our prayers prepare us 

to enter into the Holy of Holies. 

 

The linen Veil that separates the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies is embroidered with 

purple, blue and scarlet and has embroidered figures called cherubims or angels of God on it. 

 

Holy Place: 

 

Then you go through the second entrance into the Holy Place. Now the amazing thing is that 

this door is the same area, but just a different shape because both doors represent Jesus 

Christ. The first door is just longer and the second one is square.  

 

The only entrance back to God is through Jesus Christ. The Holy Place represents living by 

the Spirit in this fallen world. 

 

When you come into the second part which is the Holy Place, it is completely dark, because 

there are four complete tent coverings so there is no physical lighting coming from outside. 

The light which lights up the room is the candlestick or the Menorah, but without this it 

would be completely dark. Because the walls were covered with gold the candles would 

cause everything to be completely illuminated. Because the candles burned day and night it 

reflected everything.  That is what we are to experience when we are baptised in the Holy 

Spirit. That God through His Holy Spirit illuminates and allows His words to live in our 

hearts bringing greater understanding. 
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The Ark of the Covenant: 

 

 

 
 

 

Then you enter The Holy of Holies which is the ultimate goal that all of us should strive for 

and that is living in the Presence of God. 

 

The High Priest went into the Holy of Holies only once a year on the Day of Atonement.  

 

In this section of the tabernacle it is completely dark. It is the most sacred object in the 

Tabernacle and inside the Ark of the Covenant are kept other sacred objects. Firstly you get 

the tablets of the 10 commandments that were given to Moses on Mount Sinai and this 

reminded Israel that their return back to God was dependent on their obedience to God and 

His laws. 

 

There was also the gold pot of Manna reminding the Israelite how God provided for them for 

40 years in the desert. Likewise God will provide for us.  

 

Then there was Aaron’s staff and a staff is what one leans on to walk better. Aaron was 

Moses’ brother and Israel’s first High Priest. This staff reminds us that we must not oppose 

God.  

 

The lid is called the Mercy Seat or Seat of Atonement and is made out of pure gold and 

features two cherubims. 

 

On the Day of Atonement the High Priest would sprinkle blood on the Mercy Seat as part of 

the ceremony, symbolising that through the blood of the lamb, Israel obtained mercy and 

received the opportunity to once again live in God's presence. 

 

The Tabernacle and its furnishings showed Israel the path back to intimacy with our God in 

heaven. Sadly very few people understand and realise that this Tabernacle has Jesus and His 

sacrifice symbolised all over the place and we are going to learn about it in the next few 

weeks. 

 

Hebrews 10:19–23 
19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and 



The joy of the Lord is my strength – Nehemiah 8:10                 9 

since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere 

heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 

 

Hebrews 9:11–15 
11 When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here,a he went through 

the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this 

creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. 13 The blood of 

goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean 

sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of 

Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our 

consciences from acts that lead to death,b so that we may serve the living God!  
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 

from the sins committed under the first covenant. 

 

Matthew 27:50–51 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook and the rocks split. 

 

There are three experiences that we have to go through in Jesus Christ: 

 

1. The first door we must go through is being born-again. 

2. The second door is water baptism. .  

3. The third door is the baptism in the Holy Spirit where we come into a complete union 

relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19–20 
19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you 

have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore 

honor God with your body. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 26 September 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For 

more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

                                                 
a Some early manuscripts are to come 
b Or from useless rituals 
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otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 
 


