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Introduction: 

 

We have come to learn when studying the Old Testament that there are many things that God 

instituted among the Israelites that were "types and shadows" of things that were yet to come. 

 

We are coming to understand more and more in this day and age of the hidden secrets of 

God. The many types and shadows are not understood today or even recognised when most 

Christians read the Bible and this is a tragedy, so I hope to reveal and show some of the secret 

things of God and unravel some of the types and shadows from the old Testament revealed in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

We will have a look at the Tabernacle once again and may God blow your minds with 

excitement that truly Jesus is the Messiah and is returning for His bride very soon. 

 

Proverbs 25:2 
2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter;  

to search out a matter is the glory of kings. 

 

Some of you might think, but why do we do a study on the Tabernacle?  The quick answer to 

that is: unless you understand the basics of the Tabernacle you will not understand when you 

read the book of Hebrews when Paul expounds on many of these things.  

 

God made sure that every human being on the planet today would have no excuse not to 

believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah. Moses, when he met with God on Mount Sinai was 

given specific instructions on how to set up the Tabernacle and also how to organise the 

Israelites according to the pattern He would instruct him. 

 

Who of you know how the Israelites would set up camp in the desert and where the 

Tabernacle was situated? 

 

The camp was to be set up in a specific manner because that was a shadow and revelation of 

what was to come. 

 

Numbers 2:1–34 

2 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron: 2 “The Israelites are to camp around the Tent of 

Meeting some distance from it, each man under his standard with the banners of his family.”  
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3 On the east, toward the sunrise, the divisions of the camp of Judah are to encamp under 

their standard. The leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab. 4 His division 

numbers 74,600.  
5 The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Issachar is 

Nethanel son of Zuar. 6 His division numbers 54,400.  
7 The tribe of Zebulun will be next. The leader of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of 

Helon. 8 His division numbers 57,400.  
9 All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, according to their divisions, number 186,400. 

They will set out first.  

10 On the south will be the divisions of the camp of Reuben under their standard. The leader 

of the people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur. 11 His division numbers 46,500.  
12 The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Simeon is 

Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai. 13 His division numbers 59,300.  
14 The tribe of Gad will be next. The leader of the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel.a 

15 His division numbers 45,650.  
16 All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, according to their divisions, number 

151,450. They will set out second.  

17 Then the Tent of Meeting and the camp of the Levites will set out in the middle of the 

camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in his own place under his 

standard.  

18 On the west will be the divisions of the camp of Ephraim under their standard. The leader 

of the people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Ammihud. 19 His division numbers 40,500.  
20 The tribe of Manasseh will be next to them. The leader of the people of Manasseh is 

Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 21 His division numbers 32,200.  
22 The tribe of Benjamin will be next. The leader of the people of Benjamin is Abidan son 

of Gideoni. 23 His division numbers 35,400.  
24 All the men assigned to the camp of Ephraim, according to their divisions, number 

108,100. They will set out third.  

25 On the north will be the divisions of the camp of Dan, under their standard. The leader 

of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 26 His division numbers 62,700.  
27 The tribe of Asher will camp next to them. The leader of the people of Asher is Pagiel 

son of Ocran. 28 His division numbers 41,500.  
29 The tribe of Naphtali will be next. The leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son of 

Enan. 30 His division numbers 53,400.  
31 All the men assigned to the camp of Dan number 157,600. They will set out last, under 

their standards.  

32 These are the Israelites, counted according to their families. All those in the camps, by 

their divisions, number 603,550. 33 The Levites, however, were not counted along with the 

other Israelites, as the LORD commanded Moses.  

34 So the Israelites did everything the LORD commanded Moses; that is the way they 

encamped under their standards, and that is the way they set out, each with his clan and family. 

 

 

                                                 
a Many manuscripts of the Masoretic Text, Samaritan Pentateuch and Vulgate (see also Num. 

1:14); most manuscripts of the Masoretic Text Reuel 
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Ezekiel in his vision, saw four faces: the face of a man, the face of  a lion, the face of an ox 

and the face of an eagle. These four faces were the banners of the tribes of Israel. The man 

was the sign of the tribe of Reuben, the eagle was Dan, the lion was of Judah and the ox was 

of Ephraim. 

 

Ezekiel 1:10 
10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a man, and on the right side 

each had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an 

eagle. 

 

Listen carefully because this gets more and more amazing as we unravel this truth of the 

shadows of the past and they come to be better understood. 

 

An incredibly interesting thing that many people have never even seen or picked up is that 

there are four gospels in the Bible. Just like you need four inks in a printer cartridge to get the 

perfect colour and representation of an image.  
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God insured that there would be four gospels written from four different perspectives 

revealing the four different aspects and character of Jesus, but also ensuring that more 

shadows would be fulfilled and made clearer with time. All four gospels would together tell 

the full story and give us the pure-coloured picture that we need of Jesus the Messiah. 

 

The four faces in a sense represent the sides or person of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 

Now let us have a look at how the four Gospels work together as one: 

 

East - Matthew – Jesus the King Messiah – Lion (the Lion of Judah) - supreme strength, 

kingship as sovereign He comes to rule and reign. 

South - Luke – Jesus the Man (the second Adam) – Man - highest intelligence. He comes to 

share and sympathise. 

West - Mark – Jesus the Servant – Ox - lowly service and a servant He comes to serve and 

suffer. 

North - John – Jesus the Son of God (the divine) – Eagle - divinity, mystery and heavenliness 

and the Son of God.  He comes to reveal and redeem. 

 

Right now let me tie everything together and totally blow your minds.  

 

Hebrews 8:5 
5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven. This is why Moses 

was warned when he was about to build the tabernacle: “See to it that you make everything 

according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”a  

 

 
 

                                                 
a Exodus 25:40 
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Hebrews 9:11–14 
14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we 

may serve the living God! 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that 

those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a 

ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
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John 19:34–37 
34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of 

blood and water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He 

knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things 

happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of his bones will be broken,”a 37 

and, as another scripture says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.”b 

 

Matthew 27:50–54 
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 

shook and the rocks split. 52 The tombs broke open and the bodies of many holy people who 

had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection they 

went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and 

all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Sonc of God!” 

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

                                                 
a Exodus 12:46; Num. 9:12; Psalm 34:20 
b Zech. 12:10 
c Or a son 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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