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What does it mean to love? 

– 1 Corinthians 13:4–13 
 

(A sermon to help us have a clear understanding of what true Christian love is all about and 

how to apply love in our daily lives). 
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Opening 

 

Play the song loudly just for 1minute 10 seconds: Haddaway - What is Love + Lyrics - 

https://youtu.be/K5G1FmU-ldg 

 

Well from that song I think you clearly understand what my question is today and what I'm 

going to be sharing on this morning! Yes, my question to you this morning is - what is love?  

 

I personally believe that most Christians will flatter themselves by saying they understand 

and know what love is, when in actual fact if I look at the church of the Lord Jesus Christ 

worldwide and the way that we live, I tragically do not find that we understand the true 

meaning of love. 

 

It is my prayer this morning that you will not leave this building with the question, what is 

love? but rather understanding what true Christian love is all about and living it out in our 

daily lives. 

 

Prayer 

 

Introduction: 

 

We are commanded by Jesus to love others and even our enemies! It very important for us to 

ask, what does Jesus mean when He said this and how do we apply this in our everyday 

lives? 

 

Many people today associate love with sexual relationships and romantic feelings or even 

infatuation. However, this is clearly not what Jesus was saying love is about. What is then the 

type of love that we are to emulate? Most people today see love as a feeling as opposed to an 

act of their will which they purposefully choose to live by because they have been 

commanded to love. 

 

For us to fully understand the commandment to love one another, we have to have a look at 

the Greek definition of the word “love” and then look at how Jesus showed us in His lifestyle 

what He meant by this word.  
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1. The Bible places nothing above love. 

 

Colossians 3:12–14 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 

And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

 

The greatest virtue that we are to cultivate is love, because there is nothing higher in life that 

will proclaim our love for God and bring Him glory through our lives.  

 

John 13:34–35 
34 “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 

another. 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

The world will not know that we are Christians by our talk, or argument, or our generosity, 

but they will know we are Christians by our loving mankind no matter what happens to us or 

how they may treat us.  

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-2 

13 If I speak in the tonguesa of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 

resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not 

love, I am nothing.  

 

Here we clearly see that the Bible places nothing above love and we are to live a life of love. 

 

1 Timothy 1:5 
5 The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience 

and a sincere faith. 

 

For us to love as Christ loved we need to have a pure heart, and a conscience that is clear 

before the Lord and be completely devoted and sold out to Him. 

 

So may we never forget that the Bible places love above all things? 

 

2. The Bible clearly explains what true love is. 

 

In Greek there are 4 words for love: 

 

1. Filia - friendship love or brotherly love. 

2. Storge - protective love or parental love or family or affectionate love. 

3. Eros - sexual love or romantic love. 

4. Agape - unconditional love or God's love. 

 

You can see that in the Greek which is found in the New Testament there are 4 words for 

love and only in a marriage relationship can these 4 love meanings merge and blend to make 

                                                 
a Or languages 
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the perfect love relationship. You cannot remove any of these from the love within marriage 

or you will distort the true meaning of a loving marriage between one man and one woman.  

 

No. The commandment that we are given to love does not talk about the marriage love but 

about Agape love, or should I rather say “unconditional love” or “God’s love””. 

 

Let us all read together the love passage of the Bible which gives us a very clear definition of 

what real love is all about so that we have no excuse as to the understanding of what God 

meant.  

 

Would you all read with me together on the screen. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:4–13 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It is not 

rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres.  
8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, 

they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11 When I was a child, 

I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put 

childish ways behind me. 12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.  
13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love 

 

 

is patient 

is kind 

it does not envy 

it does not boast 

it is not proud 

It is not rude 

it is not self-seeking 

it is not easily angered 

it keeps no record of wrongs 

does not delight in evil 

rejoices with the truth 

it always protects 

always trusts 

always hopes 

always perseveres 

never fails 

1 Corinthians 13:4 – 8a - God 
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What is True Christian Love? 
True Christian Love  Opposite of Christian Love 

Patient Longsuffering  Impatient Irritable 

Kind Considerate  Mean Inconsiderate 

Content Unenvious  Envious Greedy 

Humble Modest  Boastful Bragging 

Lowly  Unassuming  Proud Arrogant 

Gentle Polite  Rude Insulting 

Unselfish Selfless  Self-seeking Egocentric 

Calm Peaceful  Angry Annoyed 

Forgiving Merciful  Hateful Merciless 

Good  Righteous  Evil Corrupt 

Truthful Believable  Deceitful Dishonest 

Protects Defends  Destructive Breaking down 

Trusting Believing  Untrusting Suspicious 

Hopeful Confident  Hopeless Unconfident 

Perseveres Diehard  Gives-up Folds 

Enduring Durable  Temporary Unreliable 
Compiled by: Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Now do you see that we need the love of God shed abroad in our hearts so that we can love 

the way He loves or else we will fall short from His love every time? 

 

So may we never forget the true Bible definition of “love”. 

 

3. The Bible declares we are to live a life of love. 

 

Hebrews 10:24 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

 

When last did you consider and think about ways that you can encourage and challenge 

others to love God and man more and do so out of practical ways.  

 

Good works have to flow out of love. 

 

We can give all we have to the poor and do good works from here until the end of our days, 

but if it is not motivated from a heart of love for God, it is meaningless. Some people give 

billions of dollars away and this means nothing because it is not done out of a heart of real 

love.  

 

True love does not keep silent to ungodly behaviour within the church. We must understand 

that God is forgiving of all things when there is repentance, but He's not tolerant of all things. 

 

We need to learn to speak the truth in love and not steer away from sharing the truth and 

correcting lies and false doctrines. 

 

Real love is knowing someone’s weaknesses and not taking advantage of them. Knowing 

their flaws & accepting who they are.  

           Unknown. 
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Most relationships are needs driven. 

 

I don’t need you, I love you and so you cannot break my heart. You see you cannot break my 

heart because I have no expectation of you, because you are not alive for me, but I am alive 

for you. You see I am called to love because He first loved me, and so I love you without any 

expectation. The minute that we have expectations then we open our hearts to be broken and 

to react out of a heart outside of God’s love.  

 

You see I don’t love so that you can love me. No, I love because I have been loved.  I don’t 

show mercy so that I can receive mercy. No.  I am merciful because I have been shown 

mercy.  

 I don’t forgive so that you will forgive me. No, I forgive because I have been forgiven. 

 

You see we are to become like our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. That is why Jesus did not 

reject Peter when he disowned him 3 times. If someone near and dear had to do that to you, 

what would you do? I think most Christians would never want to talk to their best friend ever 

again. However, not Jesus.  

 

Luke 22:61–62 
61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord 

had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times.” 62 And 

he went outside and wept bitterly. 

 

Matthew 5:44–48 
44 But I tell you: Love your enemiesb and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may 

be sons of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 

sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what 

reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your 

brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

1 John 5:2–3 
2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his 

commands. 3 This is love for God: to obey his commands. And his commands are not 

burdensome, 

 

Love is not a feeling or an emotion, but rather a lifestyle of choice.  

 

All the laws depend on the two precepts of loving God and our neighbors.  

 

The 10 commandments give a very pointed summary on how to love God and mankind.  

 

Romans 13:9 
9 The commandments, “Do not commit adultery,” “Do not murder,” “Do not steal,” “Do not 

covet,”a and whatever other commandment there may be, are summed up in this one rule: 

                                                 
b Some late manuscripts enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you 
a Exodus 20:13-15, 17; Deut. 5:17-19, 21 
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“Love your neighbor as yourself.”b 

 

Love in a nut shell, is the sum of all the virtues and duties that God requires of us and is the 

most essential and distinguishing trait of real Christianity. 

 

1 Peter 4:8 
8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 

 

Ephesians 5:2 
2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant 

offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

EXAMPLE OF LOVE IN ACTION: 

 

1 Peter 2:23 
23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 

 

Luke 23:34 
34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”b And they 

divided up his clothes by casting lots. 

 

Jesus shows us in a practical way what true love is by his forgiveness of those that put him 

wrongfully on the cross of Calvary. 

  

Christian love can and will only be found in a heart prepared by the Holy Spirit and softened 

by His healing touch. You must not think for one minute that you can expect grapes to be 

harvested from the Thorn tree. If you have anger and bitterness and resentment in your heart, 

you must never think that you will be able to react as Jesus would have reacted - out of a 

heart of love. 

 

God is calling us to let go of all bitterness, anger, rage and malice in our hearts so that He can 

shed abroad in our hearts His love and attitude toward all people. 

 

In closing, I received this text message from Roger this week and felt I should share it with 

the congregation so you can all see how great God is and how God can take a negative 

situation and turn it into good if we will react with His heart – a heart of love. 

 

Thanks Ian. This week our church was tested. With great admiration and gratitude, I want to 

tell you that this church chose love and grace. We exchanged a few hot headed comments but 

when it came down to actual intervention and confrontation, everyone chose love and grace. I 

was gob smacked by your and the elders’ love and grace. I received phone calls of support. 

Many of my friends told me that they did not necessarily agree with me but they still love me 

regardless. I am very wary of what people call Christian love. I very seldom believe people 

when they talk about it. But this week I saw it. It has changed me and humbled me on a very 

deep level. I am not sure I would have responded the same way you guys did if the shoe was 

on the other foot. I have a long way to go. You call this an equipping church. I would like to 

                                                 
b Lev. 19:18 
b Some early manuscripts do not have this sentence. 



What is true Christian love? – 1 Corinthians 13:4–13                                                          7 

respectfully disagree. This is a church of love and grace. When given the choice, your church 

chose love. God won, love won. 

 

RE-CAP: 

 

1. The Bible places nothing above love. 

2. The Bible clearly explains what true love is. 

3. The Bible declares we are to live a life of love. 

 

CLOSING: 

 

1 Corinthians 16:14 
14 Do everything in love. 

 

1 John 3:18 
18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 15 November 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For 

more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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