
 

Having a greater hope for a better South Africa        1 

Having a greater hope for our Nation. 

 

(A sermon to inspire us not to give up hope for South Africa but instead to request, pray, 

intercede and give thanks for all those in authority). 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

14st February 2016 
 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and 

sharing this time with us.  

 

I trust and pray that many of you are having awesome breakthrough sessions in your time 

alone with the Holy Spirit. Truly He's going and wants, to bring revival in our hearts and 

lives and in our nation. 

 

We are doomed in this country, and in fact this world is doomed without the presence of God, 

for it is His presence that makes all the difference. 

 

Due to certain happenings this week, I felt God wanted me to deviate slightly from what I 

wanted to share and so I am sharing on:  

 

Having a greater hope for our Nation. 

 

Pray: 

 

Let us now pray. 

 

1.   Let us stop underestimating what God wants to do in and through us. 

 

Ephesians 3:20–21 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us,1 

 

Do you see that God can do more than we ask or imagine? The question is - do we ask?  We 

need to start asking God to do great things in our lives and in this nation. Let's start imagining 

great things and ask God to bring them about in our lifetime. God wants to do more than we 

can ask or imagine, so let us allow His power to work mightily in us and through us to and 

for His glory.  

 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Eph 3:20). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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I know that I am going to impact people all over the world, not because I am great, but 

because God is great in and through me. We need to all have that mindset that God wants to 

impact our lives, so that in turn He may impact others through our lives.  

 

We need to understand however, that for us to impact others, we have to first be impacted by 

God our Father through His Spirit. 

 

Our significance is not in ourselves, but as a body, and that is why I am not everything in this 

congregation, but together we have a greater impact than what we think and are going to have 

beyond our wildest imagination.  

 

There is a flow of His life through you that He is wanting to release so that others’ lives may 

be changed, but this means we need to allow Him to fill us, because unless we are filled, we 

will have nothing to give. That is why it is so crucial that we have to still ourselves and spend 

time in His presence. 

 

Psalm 46:10–11 

  10 “Be still, and know that I am God;  

I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth.”  
11 The LORD Almighty is with us;  

the God of Jacob is our fortress.2 

 

May we choose to quieten down from the hustle and bustle of life and become still before 

Him so that we can experience and know that God is with us no matter what happens round 

and about us. 

 

Everyone can achieve beyond what they can dream or imagine is possible.   

        Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

2.   Let us stop allowing the physical and present to dictate our lives. 

 

Zechariah 4:6 
6 So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, 

but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty. 3 

 

I was coming back in the car from some training with my sons and Samuel, my second born 

son, put on the radio and President Jacob Zuma was giving the State of the Nation address 

and there were interruptions the whole time.  

 

Did any of you listen to this speech? To be honest with you I was totally and utterly shocked 

and amazed at the lack of respect and the way the proceedings went. It was a complete circus 

and I was so embarrassed that my sons had to hear grown men carrying on in such an 

appalling manner.  

 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 46:10–11). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Zec 4:6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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When did the future switch from being a promise to being a threat? 

        Chuck Palahniuk (Invisible Monsters) 

 

We are not called to look at the physical and the present situation that we are living for if we 

do that will end up dictate what we achieve and accomplish in life. Let us choose to look to 

God instead.  

 

I am not saying you can be stupid and then expect God to bail you out, but I’m saying that 

God makes all the difference as we choose to submit to His ways and His will. Even when we 

have made mistakes or others make mistakes, He can turn things around when there is sincere 

repentance.  

 

3. Let us understand that all things were created by God and for Him.  

 

Colossians 1:16 
16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for 

him.4 

 

What I find quite amusing is that 95% of all politicians in the world today do not realise that 

they are in the position they are in because of the grace of God, to make a godly difference 

and to serve the nation and God through their roles as politicians. 

 

All things we created by Him and for Him and the sad thing is that so many people think they 

were created to serve themselves and their own agendas and to enrich themselves at the 

expense of others, but they are missing the privileged position that they've been placed in by 

God. 

 

4. Let us understand that any leadership is about servanthood.  

 

Matthew 20:25–28 
25 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 

them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. Instead, 

whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever wants to be 

first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 

and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 5 

 

All leaders have been placed in their position of authority to serve those under their authority 

and to make their lives better. 

 

The minute that a leader is not in his or her position to serve others, they've abdicated and 

reneged on their role of their privileged position of authority. 

 

All politicians have been placed in the position of authority to serve the people because they 

were elected by the people to serve them and when they do not do this, but use their position 

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Col 1:16). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 20:25–28). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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to enrich themselves, they will be judged most severely by God whether it be now or in the 

future. 

 

I pray that the politicians of this nation will bend the knees before God and repent of their 

wicked ways and start serving the people of this nation and stop trying to enrich themselves 

and run with their own political agenda. 

 

5.   Let us show proper respect to everyone, especially those in authority. 

 

1 Peter 2:13–17 
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted among men: whether to 

the king, as the supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those 

who do wrong and to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good 

you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free men, but do not use your 

freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as servants of God. 17 Show proper respect to everyone: 

Love the brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king. 6 

  

Now let me just set the record straight. We are called to respect and honour those who are in 

authority over this country because of their position. However, the vast majority of us do not 

have my respect, because respect is earned and not demanded. It is obvious that I don’t 

respect someone who steals and then tries to call it misappropriation of funds. Theft is theft 

and we should not try and change the definition and those who do this should be punished 

accordingly just like everybody else. I believe in justice and they should be put in jail, as that 

is just white collar crime. Quite simple as that.  However, if we are going to continually judge 

the person, we will not receive the grace and favour that God wants to pour out on us and our 

leadership.  

 

6. Let us understand that we are to honour and respect those in authority.    

 

Romans 13:1–7 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except 

that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 

Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has 

instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror 

for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the 

one in authority? Then do what is right and he will commend you. 4 For he is God’s servant to 

do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is 

God’s servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is 

necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also 

because of conscience.  
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full 

time to governing. 7 Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if 

revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 7 

 

7.   Let us understand that our fight is a spiritual one.  

                                                 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Pe 2:13–17). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ro 13:1–7). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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Ephesians 6:12  
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 

against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

realms.8 

 

So often in life we want to fight people physically and in the flesh, not understanding that our 

fight is actually a spiritual one. 

 

May we allow God to reveal to us the strategy that He wants us to implement to bring the 

change that He wants in this nation through His Spirit. 

 

I think it is crucial for us to understand that this nation will not change by might nor by power 

but by the Spirit of God as we cry out to Him to change this nation. 

 

God is saying to us that, “My presence makes all the difference.” 

 

8.   Let us make sure that we never slander anyone ever again.  

 

Titus 3:1–2 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to do 

whatever is good, 2 to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and to show true 

humility toward all men. 9 

 

It is so easy for us to get arrogant and slander those that are running this country into the 

ground. The only problem is slandering them will not change this country. 

 

I am not saying that we cannot say when something is right or wrong.  The problem is when 

we become arrogant and think we have all the answers, when we don’t. Only God has all the 

answers. 

 

God called Moses His friend, I believe, because he knew the heart of God.  

 

Let us stop having a shallow relationship with God, but let us go deeper and cry out to God 

for salvation for South Africa. 

 

I want to know what God’s heart and thoughts are concerning all matters.    

 

9. Let us request, pray, intercede and give thanks for all those in authority.  

 

1 Timothy 2:1–4 

I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 

everyone— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 

                                                 
8 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Eph 6:12). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
9 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Tt 3:1–2). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all men to 

be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.10 

 

We need to start asking God for opportunities to make His name great and to bring change in 

society and people's lives.  

 

No, in the natural we want to judge and condemn, yet God does not want us to sit and judge 

them, but to pray for them, because God is showing this country grace, and we need to pray 

that God will put in leaders who desire to live honorably in every way.  

 

Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God. 

        Corrie ten Boom 

 

Thank you that we are living where we are at present, for nothing can beat this country.  

 

Do any of you know of any country in the world where there are no problems? 

 

We need to pray for this country, because we will then reap the blessing and the reward that 

God wants to bestow on this land. We must remember, if this land prospers then so will we 

prosper. 

 

Abraham questioned God because God wanted to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. He was the 

one who stood in the gap for Sodom and Gomorrah and the wrath of God was held back. 

Let us begin to reason with God and stand in the gap for our towns and cities and country as 

opposed to judging and condemning the politicians for their terrible, corrupt, embarrassing 

behaviour. 

 

When we pray, are we praying with the right heart motive and attitude? 

 

We are not called to grumble and moan and complain, but we are called to request, pray, 

intercede and give thanks for this land. 

 

10.   Let us pray for leaders who will live honourably and govern with a clear 

conscience. 

 

Hebrews 13:18 
18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in 

every way.11 

 

I want to follow a leader who desires to live honourably in every way and has a clear 

conscience when it comes to the way that he governs. 

 

Anything less than this is unacceptable, and will be judged most severely by God and so my 

prayer is that God would put leaders in this nation who desire to live honourably and with a 

clear conscience in all the affairs of their lives. 

                                                 
10 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Ti 2:1–4). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
11 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 13:18). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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11. Let us never forget that those that hope in the Lord will inherit the land.  

 

Psalm 37:7–9 
7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him;  

do not fret when men succeed in their ways,  

when they carry out their wicked schemes.  
8 Refrain from anger and turn from wrath;  

do not fret—it leads only to evil.  
9 For evil men will be cut off,  

but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land. 12 

 

Hold fast to dreams, 

For if dreams die 

Life is a broken-winged bird, 

That cannot fly. 

        Langston Hughes 

                                                 
12 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 37:7–9). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams.  

        Eleanor Roosevelt 

 

We as the people of God are to help all people of this nation realize their dream of a 

better future. 

Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Re-cap: 

1.   Let us stop underestimating what God wants to do in and through us. 

2.   Let us stop allowing the physical and present to dictate our lives. 

3.   Let us understand that all things were created by God and for Him.  

4.   Let us understand that any leadership is about servanthood.  

5.   Let us show proper respect to everyone - especially those in authority. 

6.   Let us understand that we are to honour and respect those in authority.    

7.   Let us understand that our fight is a spiritual one.  

8.   Let us make sure that we never slander anyone ever again.  

9.   Let us request, pray, intercede and give thanks for all those in authority.  

10. Let us pray for leaders that will live honourably and govern with a clear conscience. 

11. Let us never forget that those that hope in the Lord will inherit the land.  

 

If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right now? 

Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this simple prayer 

in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the cross, 

and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord Jesus as my 

Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I 

believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and that all my sins are forgiven 

through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to welcome you to 

the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can find the 

notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or download it via iTunes 

to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 14 February January 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  

Except where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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