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Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such and honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us.  

 

I trust and pray that many of you are having awesome breakthrough sessions in your time 

alone with the Holy Spirit and that you are pursuing Him like never before. Remember that 

He says that if we seek Him we will find Him. So keep seeking and keep knocking and keep 

believing that He wants to speak to you and you will have awesome encounters with the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Pray: 

 

Isaiah 54:1–5 
1  “Sing, O barren woman,  

you who never bore a child;  

burst into song, shout for joy,  

you who were never in labor;  

because more are the children of the desolate woman  

than of her who has a husband,”  

says the LORD.  
2 “Enlarge the place of your tent,  

stretch your tent curtains wide,  

do not hold back;  

lengthen your cords,  

strengthen your stakes.  
3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left;  

your descendants will dispossess nations  

and settle in their desolate cities.  

4 “Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame.  

Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated.  

You will forget the shame of your youth  

and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood.  
5 For your Maker is your husband—  

the LORD Almighty is his name—  

the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  
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he is called the God of all the earth. 1 

 

How To Break Out of an Unfruitful, Unfilled and Barren Life! 

 

Living an Unfruitful, Unfilled and Barren Life is not something that God want for any of us 

and quite frankly it is not what He wants from any of our lives.  

 

Barrenness does not intimidate our God and it is certainly not something that pleases our 

God.  

 

Let us have a careful look at how we can break out of an Unfruitful, Unfilled and Barren 

Life! 

 

Even though you may be unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

1. Sing and shout for joy. 

Isaiah 54:1 
1  “Sing, O barren woman,  

you who never bore a child;  

burst into song, shout for joy,  

you who were never in labor;  

because more are the children of the desolate woman  

than of her who has a husband,”  

says the LORD.  

 

Now we need to understand that barrenness was seen as judgment or affliction from God, 

because in the Hebrew culture children were seen as a blessing from the Lord. So for a 

woman barrenness was the ultimate in sorrow and shame. The reason for this is that she felt 

that she had failed the prime reason for her existence. 

 

Do you now see that regardless any blessing or position she may have received it was 

meaningless and she was in sorrow until she bore a child. Do you see that when you are 

barren there is no desire to sing and shout for joy? 

 

Do you see that no matter what area of your life you may be barren, unfulfilled, unfruitful or 

even unproductive God is saying that we must take a step of faith and begin to sing and shout 

for joy for great is our reward in Him. 

 

So I say to you in your barrenness in your unfulfilled and unfruitful life whatever area of your 

life that maybe, let us come and bow down in worship a new before our deliver and Maker 

the one and only true God. 

 

Psalm 95:6 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship,  

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Is 54:1–5). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 2 

 

Let us take a step of faith and begin to shout and sing the praises of God and watch our God 

turn things around supernatural. 

 

Let us now start to Sing and shout for joy. 

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

2. Enlarge the place of your tent.  

Isaiah 54:2a 
2a “Enlarge the place of your tent,  

 

Enlarge the your area. 

 

You and I need to hate meritocracy and small thinking. We need to choose not to allow 

ourselves to think small and according to what we see in the natural. Are you going to choose 

to stop allowing small-minded people to speak into your life? The choice is your and mine. If 

God has spoken you can bring all the negativity that you like and I will not be moved as I 

always choose to believe the report of the Lord. This however is a choice that we have to 

continually make in our lives. 

 

God will always want to enlarge you way beyond what you can dream or imagine. The 

question however it do you believe that He wants to bless you and bless you indeed. 

 

EG: 

When God called me it was shocking and massive and rather mind blowing.   

 

I remember once in my life when I was down cast a lady came to me and share what God had 

showed her and it was exactly the dream where God had called me into ministry. May we 

never become downcast because God will accomplish what He has promised where it be a 

year from now or 40, 50 or 60 years from now. 

 

So now because of this amazing calling that I received I don’t listen much to those that say 

this and that cannot be done and I never listen to those that have a small mentality against 

what God is say and has told me in my life.  

 

What I find quite funny is that God gives me this incredible calling and then puts me in one 

of the smallest villages in the world. Yet even though it have been a miracle that God has 

taking us from where we began to where we are now this is still nothing compared to where 

He wants to take us and accomplish through us. 

 

So for us to break the spirit of barrenness we have to be willing to enlarge our tents. The 

question however is, “are you willing to take the step of faith and begin enlarging the minute 

God says go?” 

 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 95:6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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You see we need to believe that if God is for us who on this planet can be against us and if 

He's with me all things are possible. 

 

Now what do you do with those that down your calling, your potential, your ability, your 

personality, your family, your children, your business and you as a person. Do take what they 

say to heart or do you take it to God and get His feedback and the truth. I never listen to the 

negativity of others that say this or that cannot be done if it goes against what God has said to 

me. 

 

You see I can accomplish more through God then you and I could ever dream or image. Stop 

allowing barren people to speak negatively over your life and into your life. Be willing to 

include those in your life that will challenge you and grow you and stretch you continually. 

 

Get connected to those that inspire you and those that cause you to fuel you and where you 

feel totally out off your depth and league. Get people around you and your life and your circle 

of influence of those the stretch you and expand your thinking.  

 

Proverbs 27:17 
17 As iron sharpens iron,  

so one man sharpens another. 3 

 

Start making sure that you get around people that cause you to grow in your faith and love for 

God. And those that are negative, critical and pessimistic rather stay away from them as you 

have no time to drag your feet any longer for you were not called to be barren. 

 

So let us not just sing and shout for joy but also begin to enlarge the place of our tent.  

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

3. Stretch out  

 

Isaiah 54:2b 
2b stretch your tent curtains wide,  

do not hold back;  

 

If I have to preach sermons every Sunday that do not challenge you to the very core of your 

being then I have failed in my calling to teach God’s Word. I encourage all of you and those 

watching via YouTube to make sure that you get involved in a congregation where your 

pastor or those that do the preaching challenge and stretch you every single timely meet. 

 

I never want one Sunday to go by without stretching you by the preaching and the teaching 

that I give for I know that I will be judged more harshly as a teacher of the Word of God. 

 

Make sure that you have people around you the challenge the status quo and cause you to 

think out-of-the-box and cause you to look, see and think beyond where you're presently. 

 

                                                 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 27:17). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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I make a choice today to stretch and even when sometimes I feel I cannot stretch I choose to 

surrender and say Lord stretch me that I can be a greater vessel of honour for You and for 

Your namesake. 

 

So let us Sing and shout for joy and begin enlarging the place of our tent and begin to 

stretch out in ways we have never done before. 

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

4. Lengthen your Cords. 

 

Isaiah 54:2c 
2c  lengthen your cords,  

 

Sometimes we can get into a rut and for us to get out of that rut and enlarge our tent we have 

to use longer cords and not just longer chords for they need to even be stronger chords to hold 

up a bigger tent. 

 

For us to reach further we need to realise that we cannot do it on our own for we need others 

for us to get where God wants to take us. 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:12 
12 Though one may be overpowered,  

two can defend themselves.  

A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 4 

 

If we want to get to greater heights and reach and stretch further and influence in a far greater 

manner than what we are at this present time we need to network with others and take hands 

with them for us to reach where God is wanting to take us. 

 

So let us stop sitting in a rut and start strengthening and lengthening our cords and in so doing 

have a far greater reach in life. 

 

So let us Sing and shout for joy and begin enlarging the place of our tent and begin to 

stretch out in new way and lengthen our cords. 

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

5. Strenghten your stackes.  

 

Isaiah 54:2d-3  
2d  strengthen your stakes.  
3 For you will spread out to the right and to the left;  

your descendants will dispossess nations  

and settle in their desolate cities.  

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ec 4:12). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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It is quite obvious that the greater the size of the tent the longer the chords the stronger the 

stakes need to be to hold up the tent and the deeper the stakes need to be driven. 

 

We cannot think that if we are not deeply rooted in Christ that we will be able to stand the 

storms and the attaches of the evil one unless are stakes or should I say our lives are deeply 

rooted in Him. If you are rooted in yourselves and not God then when the storms of life come 

you house will come tumbling down for you have build on sand and not rock. God is the 

solid rock on which we can build our lives and nothing else will suffice.  

 

When we are deeply rooted in Christ we will not be blown here and there by every wind of 

teaching or opinion of men on what can and cannot be done and what can be accomplished 

because we in a small community. God is still true to His Word and is go to do far beyond 

what I or you can dream or imagine for He is no man that He should lie. 

 

May we strengthen ourselves in Him and become deeply rooted in our love and commitment 

to Him, His church and his Kingdom so no matter what happens in our lives are tents will 

never be shaken and our influence will just get more and more and more and more. 

 

So let us Sing and shout for joy and begin enlarging the place of our tent and begin to 

stretch out in new way and lengthen our cords and strengthen our stacks.  

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

6. Do not be afraid. 

 

Isaiah 54:4a 
4a “Do not be afraid; you will not suffer shame.  

 

Sometimes in life we allow our fears and the fears of others to be projected onto us and it 

prevents us from achieving far greater than what we can dream or imagine. However God is 

the one that says we not to be afraid for our God will not allow us to be shamed but will exalt 

us as we remain humble in His hands. 

 

Know you misunderstand that this is a step of faith that you and I have to take and this is 

where we get to a point of trusting explicitly and implicitly and completely in God. For us to 

do this we cannot look into the natural but we need to look into the supernatural. 

 

When God promises us something He will fulfill and we just need to hold on and step out in 

faith and begin to walk accordingly. This means that we cannot walk by sight, but we need to 

walk by faith. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 
7 We live by faith, not by sight.5 

 

                                                 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 5:7). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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So let us Sing and shout for joy and begin enlarging the place of our tent and begin to 

stretch out in new way and lengthen our cords and strengthen our stacks and don’t be 

scared to go forth because God will not allow you to be disgraced.  

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

7. Do not fear disgrace. 

 

Isaiah 54:4b–5 
4b  Do not fear disgrace; you will not be humiliated.  

You will forget the shame of your youth  

and remember no more the reproach of your widowhood.  
5 For your Maker is your husband—  

the LORD Almighty is his name—  

the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  

he is called the God of all the earth. 

 

Just though at this point in our lives we might be unfruitful, unfaithful and barren God is 

telling us do not fear disgrace for He is wanting to do thing that are far greater that we can 

dream or imagine, but we need to start stepping out in faith for I have called you to live by 

the Spirit and not by the flesh in a spirit of fear. 

 

Led us right now choose to take a step of faith and see the great thing that God is go to do 

through us. 

 

Unfruitful and faithful and Barren 
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Re-cap 

 

Even though you are unfruitful, unfulfilled and barren: 

 

1. Sing and shout for joy. 

2. Enlarge the place of your tent.  

3. Stretch out. 

4. Lengthen your Cords. 

5. Strenghten your stackes.  

6. Do not be afraid. 

7. Do not fear disgrace. 

 

If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right now? 

Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this simple prayer 

in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the cross, 

and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord Jesus as my 

Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I 

believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and that all my sins are forgiven 

through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to welcome you to 

the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can find the 

notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or download it via iTunes 

to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 13 March January 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. 

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except 

where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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