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Well good morning to you all on one of the most special day on the Christian calendar and to 

all the visitors and those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on iTunes or 

podcast. It is such and honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us.  

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

VIDEO: 

Risen Official Trailer 1 (2016) - Tom Felton Biblical Movie HD 

 

CHRIST JESUS HAS RISEN, HE HAS RISEN IN DEED! 

 

For a lot of people, Easter is just another holiday, a 3-day weekend of fun and no work.  

 

For others, it’s chocolate bunnies and Easter eggs. 

 

BUT THE REAL REASON IS THAT CHRIST JESUS HAS RISEN! 
 

CHRIST JESUS IS RISEN, HE HAS RISEN IN DEAD!  

 

For Christians, Easter or a far better way of put it is Passover Sunday, means the resurrection 

of Jesus from the dead!  

 

It means the promise of life after death!  

It means hope of a better life.  

It means joy.  

 

 

Today is the day on the Christian calendar that we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

and it is the most important day of celebration on the church calendar.  

 

• Jesus is no longer on the cross. The cross is empty.  

• Jesus is no longer in the tomb. The tomb is empty.  

• Jesus is no longer wrapped in grave clothes. The napkin is empty. 

 

Hallelujah Christ Jesus is risen – Yes He has risen indeed. 
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Let us have a look at a few areas that are transformed because of the resurrection. 

 

Pray 

 

I am not sure that you and I can realize what an incredible day this really is for all of mankind 

and so I would like to share a story with you that will help bring the point home a little more. 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

It was 25 years ago, on Feb. 27, 1991, at the height of Desert Storm, that Ruth Dillow 

received a very sad message from the Pentagon. It stated that her son, Clayton, Private 1st 

Class, had stepped on a mine in Kuwait and was dead. 

 

Ruth Dillow later wrote, "I can’t begin to describe my grief and shock. It was almost more 

than I could bear. For 3 days I wept. For 3 days I expressed anger and loss. For 3 days people 

tried to comfort me, to no avail because the loss was too great." 

 

But 3 days after she received that message, the telephone rang. The voice on the other end 

said, "Mom, it’s me. I’m alive." Ruth Dillow said, "I couldn’t believe it at first. But then I 

recognized his voice, and he really was alive." The message was all a mistake! 

 

She said, "I laughed, I cried, I felt like turning cartwheels, because my son whom I had 

thought was dead, was really alive. I’m sure none of you can even begin to understand how I 

felt." 

 

Can you begin to imagine the incredible joy and jubilation that this lady must have 

experienced and felt. 

 

Perhaps not, but some who walked the pages of the New Testament would have understood 

completely how she must have felt as they would have experienced the exact same feelings 

and emotion when they heard that Jesus was not dead, but alive. 

 

They saw how Jesus was being tortured, mocked, ridiculed and nailed to the cross. 

 

They witnessed His pain where He declares: "My God, my God, why have You forsaken 

me?" and then He bowed His head and said, "It is finished!" and "Father, into thy hands I 

commit my spirit."  

 

When His body was removed from the cross and He was buried all the hopes and dreams 

they had must have been crushed. 

 

They would have mourned the rest of Friday and all day Saturday until finally on the first day 

of the week when they got to the grave the stone had been rolled away and an angel of the 

Lord told them, "You’re looking in the wrong place. You’re looking for Jesus among the 

dead. He is not dead. He is alive. He is risen, just as He said!" 

 

"He is risen!" 

 

That is what we celebrate this morning.  
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He is risen from the dead, and what a difference His resurrection has made and does make! 

 

1 Corinthians 15:1-8 

The Resurrection of Christ 

15     Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.  
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importancea: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according 

to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter,b and then to the Twelve. 6 After that, he 

appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still 

living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 

and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.  

 

With those words ringing in our ears, let us consider some of the changes, some of the 

transformations that the resurrection of Jesus brought about.  

 

1. The transformation of the cross. 
 

Colossians 1:19-20 
19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and through him to reconcile 

to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through 

his blood, shed on the cross.  

 

Prior to His resurrection, the cross was known and seen only as a horrific instrument of 

torture unto death. This form of execution was so terrible that the Roman Empire prohibited 

the crucifixion of Roman citizens. Thus crucifixion was only for the worst of slaves, 

criminals and enemies of the empire. 

 

But today, because of His resurrection, we wear a replica of the cross as a piece of jewelry, a 

symbol of beauty.  Why is this the case??? We as a people around the world can now see the 

cross as a symbol of hope and a reminder of God’s incredible love for us. You see it was our 

sins that put Jesus on the cross, but his love that caused him to go through with the 

crucifixion and keep Him on the cross and the joy set before Him of seeing us in right 

relationship with Him again. 

 

So no the cross is no longer seen as a torturous symbol, but has been transformed into a 

symbol of hope and God’s love for all of mankind. 

 

                                                 

a  Or you at the first 

 

b  Greek Cephas 

 



Transformation because of the Resurrection!                                      4 

 
 

Dale Evans once said, "I spent most of my life searching for the pot of gold at the end of the 

rainbow. Then I finally found it at the foot of the cross." 

 

At the foot of the cross we can receive new beginnings and a new life in Christ and so I 

encourage you to stop chasing things and let us start chasing God. 

 

2. The transformation of the tomb (grave). 

 

Mark 16:1-8 

The Resurrection 

16     When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the 

week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, 

“Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?”  
4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled 

away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the 

right side, and they were alarmed.  
6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. 

He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 

Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ”  
8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing 

to anyone, because they were afraid. 

 

For me the most amazing thing about the tomb is that it is empty because Jesus rose from the 

dead after 3 days just as He had said and was prophesied or predicted by the prophets of old.  

 

The most awesome part of this is that we serve a living Messiah and a risen God and not a 

dead one. This for me is awesome, as I cannot for the life of me understand why anyone on 

the planet would serve an image or an idol and a dead God.  

 

The empty tomb shows us that we serve a living God a risen Saviour.  

 

The resurrection of Jesus is the basis of our faith. We serve a living God and not a dead God 

like all other religions in the world. 
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Mohammed didn’t get up out the grave and is dead! 

Confucius didn’t get up out the grave and is dead! 

Buddha didn’t get up out the grave and is dead! 

Joseph Smith is dead.  

Jim Jones is dead.  

David Koresh is dead.  

But Jesus is Alive! He’s Alive! He Got Up and remains up and is seated at the right hand side 

of the Father interceding for you and I! 

 

I certainly would never and can never understand why anyone would serve a dead god, which 

then cannot be a god after all.  

 

If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead then we’re just wasting our time here every Sunday.  

The words, “He is not here, but He is risen”, changed the course of history! And they 

continue to do so. But still you will get those that believe and those that do not believe and 

after today you will believe. 

 

3. The transformation of death. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:53-58 
53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with 

immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 

with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 

up in victory.”c 
55     “Where, O death, is your victory?  

Where, O death, is your sting?”d 
56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives 

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves 

fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain. 

 

Thirdly, there is the transformation of death. Before the resurrection, death was the end. 

Before the resurrection, death was the final curtain call. Before the resurrection, all we could 

do is mourn as those who have no hope. 

 

Before the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ for most of the world, the grave was looked 

upon as the final chapter in a person’s life and the closing of a great door and where 

everything ends. 

 

But because of His resurrection, we can rejoice today that beyond death is where life really 

begins and that it will never end. This just goes to show how crazy we are spending so much 

time worrying and fretting about material things? 

 

All our lives, it seems, we work and struggle to accumulate things that we think are 

important. But when we’re dealing with death and what happens after death, then all these 

                                                 

c  Isaiah 25:8 

 

d  Hosea 13:14 
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things seem so unimportant, so inconsequential. What difference does it really make what 

kind of car we drive? Or what kind of house we live in? Or what clothes we wear? If we’re 

talking about eternity, then what difference does things really make? 

 

On one side of the resurrection, everything we see is temporary. Only the things we cannot 

see are eternal. What a difference the resurrection makes! 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

In Henry Garrity’s book, "Portraits of Perseverance," Carl was a very rich man who owned a 

great estate. One of his favorite pastimes was riding horse back through his valley, looking at 

everything he owned and congratulating himself on his great wealth.  

 

One day, as Carl was riding along, he came up over a hill and in the distance saw one of his 

tenant farmers, an old man named Hans. It was lunchtime, and Hans had set a little table 

under a shade tree and was getting ready to eat. But before he ate, he bowed his head & 

folded his hands in prayer to thank God for his food. 

 

Carl watched the old man as he prayed. Then he looked at his meal. It was only a slice of 

coarse bread and a piece of cheese. With a sneer Carl said, "If that’s all I had to eat, I 

wouldn’t even bother to pray." Hans replied humbly, "It’s enough, and I’m thankful that God 

has provided it." 

 

Taken aback by the old man’s answer, Carl turned his horse and prepared to ride away. But 

before he could leave, old Hans said, "Wait a minute. I need to tell you something. I had a 

dream last night. In my dream I saw a beautiful scene, and then I heard a voice saying, 

`Tonight the richest man in the valley will die. Tonight the richest man in the valley will die." 

 

"Poppycock!" said Carl as he rode off toward home. But as he was riding, the words of old 

Hans haunted him, "Tonight the richest man in the valley will die." Up to then he had felt 

quite well, but now he was beginning to experience pains in his chest. He wondered, "Could 

it possibly be true? Am I going to die tonight?"  

 

When he reached home he called his doctor and told him of old Han’s dream and of the pains 

that he had been feeling. The doctor said, "Well, it doesn’t sound like anything you ought to 

be concerned about, but just to put your mind at ease, I’ll come over and examine you." 

 

So the doctor did. After the examination was over he said, "Carl, you’re as strong as a horse. 

There’s no way you’re going to die tonight." Carl said, "Well, I felt mighty foolish that I paid 

any attention to the old man’s dream about the richest man in the valley dying tonight. But I 

just wanted to be certain." 

 

So, reassured, Carl went to bed. The next morning there was a knock on his door, & the 

messenger said, "Carl, old Hans died last night." Truly, the richest man in the valley died last 

night. 

 

4. The transformation of the burial cloth (napkin). 

 

John 20:1-8 

The Empty Tomb 
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20     Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord 

out of the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!”  
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other 

disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of 

linen lying there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who was behind him, arrived and 

went into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the burial cloth that had 

been around Jesus’ head. The cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen. 8 Finally 

the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed.  

 

Lastly, Why did Jesus fold the linen burial cloth after His Resurrection?  

 

Is that important?  

Absolutely!  

 

Is it really significant?  

Yes for sure!  

 

In order to understand the significance of the folded napkin, you have to understand a little 

bit about Hebrew tradition of that day.  

 

The Napkin, which was placed over the face of Jesus, was not just lying there like the grave 

clothes. The Bible takes an entire verse to tell us that the napkin was neatly folded and was 

placed at the head of that stony coffin.  

 

The folded napkin had to do with the Master and servant, and every Jewish boy knew this 

tradition. When the servant set the dinner table for the master, he made sure that it was 

exactly the way the master wanted it. The table was furnished perfectly, and then the servant 

would wait, just out of sight, until the master had finished eating, and the servant would not 

dare touch that table, until the master was finished.  

   

Now if the master was done eating, he would rise from the table, wipe his fingers, his' mouth, 

and clean his beard, and would wad up that napkin and toss it onto the Table. The servant 

would then know to clear the table. For in those days, the wadded napkin meant, "I'm done". 

But if the master got up from the table, and folded his napkin, and laid it beside his plate, the 

servant would not dare touch the table, because the folded napkin meant, "I'm coming back!"  

   

Jesus folded the Napkin or burial cloth showing us that: He Is Coming Back!!!  

  

Jesus Christ has risen from the dead hallelujah, but not only that He is coming back one day 

to take us home so the big question is are you ready.  

 

The first time He came in meekness.  

 

He died because of the fact that He loved us and wanted to save us, but the next time He is 

coming is MAJESTY and GLORY to establish His rule and reign forever.  

 

Re-cap: 
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1. The transformation of the cross. 

2. The transformation of the tomb (grave). 

3. The transformation of death. 

4. The transformation of the burial cloth (napkin). 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

If you’re searching for Jesus, this morning, don’t look at the cross -- He is no longer there.  

If you seek this Lord this morning, don’t stoop to peer into the tomb -- for it stands forever 

vacant -- a memorial to the Conquering Christ! 

If you fear death you need never worry again if you choose to put you hope and faith in Jesus 

Christ you will live with Him forever more.  

If you doubt His Lordship then understand everything was put in place for you to be sure that 

Jesus is the Messiah even the burial cloth.  Now your choice is to receive or reject Him as 

your Saviour. He even left the folded napkin for us to fully understand that He is coming 

back. 

 

So today is the day of your salvation so bend your knee to the Saviour of the world the Lord 

Jesus Christ the Messiah of the world.  

 

How much more wonderful the work of redemption is, in comparison with creation.  It 

is more marvelous that God was made man than that He created the angels; that He 

wailed in a stable than that He reins in the heavens.  The creation of the world was a 

work of power, but the redemption of the world was a work of mercy.  

          ERASMUS 

 

If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right now? 

Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this simple prayer 

in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the cross, 

and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord Jesus as my 

Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I 

believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and that all my sins are forgiven 

through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to welcome you to 

the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can find the 

notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or download it via iTunes 

to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 27 March January 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. 

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except 

where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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