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Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such and honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us.  

 

I trust and pray that many of you are having awesome breakthrough sessions in your time 

alone with the Holy Spirit and that you are pursuing Him like never before. Remember that 

He says that if we seek Him we will find Him. So keep seeking and keep knocking and keep 

believing that He wants to speak to you and you will have awesome encounters with the Holy 

Spirit.  

 

Pray: 

 

Let us now pray. 

 

Never letting go or being let go by the Holy Spirit. 

 

1. Let us make sure that God knows us.  

 

Galatians 4:9 
9 But now that you know God—or rather are known by God—how is it that you are turning 

back to those weak and miserable principles? Do you wish to be enslaved by them all over 

again?1 

 

One of the saddest things I find in the church today is that we don’t know enough of the 

principles that are found in the Word of God and then choose to make them a part of our 

lives. 

 

Just like giving and tithing is a principle that you are not forced to live by, but because we 

have entered into a covenant relationship with God it is a free choice that we choose to make. 

You see you are not forced to give, but it does not change the fact that it is a principle in the 

Word of God and we either choose to live by it or not.  

 

The Bible says do not forsake the gathering of the brethren. So the principle is that we need 

to be involved in a congregation and go to church on a Sunday and keep one day aside as a 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ga 4:9). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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rest day and to spend in and with the Lord and His things. Now this is a principle, but we can 

choose to live by it or not.  

 

You see all things in life are permissible, but not all things are beneficial. All things want to 

master us but we need to master them and this is a choice we all individually need to make. 

 

Now I want to know  - do you know God? 

 

But an even more important question is, does God know you?   

 

You see for us to know God is great, but it is useless unless He knows us. You get many 

theologians and preachers of the gospel that know about God, but they do not know Him and 

He does not know them and there end will be destruction. 

 

We never want God to say to us, “I never knew you”. 

 

Listen to what Jesus says: 

 

Matthew 7:21–23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he 

who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 

many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 

evildoers!’ 2 

 

How scary is this that God can say “Away from me you evildoers. I did not know you.” You 

see we are not to just know God, but He must know us too and we need to choose to do His 

will because we love Him not because we have to. We choose to embrace the principles that 

would grow us closer to Him and not adopt a lifestyle that will turn us away from Him. 

 

The Bible says that we are His possession. So tell me are you His possession?  

 

2. Let us run to God to get the counsel and comfort that we all need.  

 

2 Corinthians 1:3–4 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God.3 

 

Our greatest difficulties are just before we give birth and this is not just in the natural, but this 

also includes giving birth to a new business or endeavor or launching a new project. The most 

difficult stage is just before birth. 

 

So what trouble are you in and where are you needing comfort in your life, because the best 

person to go to is not the psychologist, but to God.  

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 7:21–23). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 1:3–4). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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I am in serious trouble, and most of you don’t even know that because I don’t run to you, but 

to God, for He is my present help in time of need. He is the one Who comforts me and gives 

me hope and His perspective, which is far better than anyone else can give.  

 

When my dad had a stroke the person I ran to for comfort was God. I must be honest with 

you. I went into a complete and utter tailspin and begged God for my Dad’s life because I 

was not yet ready to let go. I know that God was gracious to me only because He is my friend 

or else I know that my Dad would not have made it because my Dad coded and I was begging 

my Lord for His life.  

 

I had my wife tell me that a couple of people said that God told them that my dad is not going 

to make it and I refused to believe that because God did not tell me that was the case. Yes I 

know that he belongs to the Lord, but I was the person with the problem.  I was not ready to 

let go and because God loves me so much, when I begged Him, my best friend who is God, 

He showed me mercy and spared my Dad’s life. 

 

I know if it were not for God my Dad would not be here today. I am not trying to be arrogant 

or anything like that, but just trying to show you how gracious and kind our Lord is to those 

that are known by Him and that call out to Him. 

 

3. Let us never forget that we need the Word of God as much as the Spirit.  

 

John 5:39–40 
39 You diligently studya the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal 

life. These are the Scriptures that testify about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to have 

life. 4 

 

You see we need the word of God, but we cannot function only on bread alone, but on every 

Word that comes from the mouth of God. We need the letter, but also the Spirit.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:6 
6 He has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant—not of the letter but of the 

Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 5 

 

You and I can never out-love God or love Him too much. Let us choose to love Him with all 

of our heart and soul and be well versed in the Word of God, but even better in the Spirit.  

 

We need the Word of God, but we also need the Spirit and without Him, we will be off 

balance and go into error and make wrong decisions and choices.  

 

I was talking to someone this last week and my mother asked me about what happened   

when I went to see: “The Passion Play” in Oberammergau in Germany that takes place every 

                                                 
a Or Study diligently (the imperative) 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jn 5:39–40). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 3:6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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10 years and is on the life of Christ and His crucifixion. It is only performed in a year that 

ends with 0. 

 

In 1633, the residents of Oberammergau, Bavaria, Germany, vowed that if God spared them 

from the bubonic plague ravaging the region, they would produce a play thereafter for all 

time depicting the life and death of Jesus. The production involves over 2,000 performers, 

musicians and stage technicians, all residents of the village. The play is now performed 

repeatedly over the course of five months during every year ending in zero. As many as 900 

people are on the open-air stage at one time. 

 

I was in Paris in France and I wanted to go to see this play, and all the travel agents said that 

it is booked out at least 2 years before and I would never get a ticket. Then I was in a 

dilemma because I could not go to the Bible, but the Spirit of God has all the answers and 

knows all things, so I went and enquired of Him. Now you need to know that Oberammergau 

is about 870km from Paris, so if you go on a chance, you might waste a lot of time and 

money. When I asked the Lord, he told me to go because just as some people book an 

aeroplane ticket and cannot make it, so it will be with this play.  

 

 
 

So the next morning I got on the road and started hitch hiking and two days later I arrived    

and slept in a youth hostel and then next morning early I jumped out the window and went to 

stand in a queue to try and get a ticket and I was like the 4th or 5th person and got my ticket 

and watched this amazing live show the whole day. Most of the village residents are in the 

play with over 2000 people in the play. The stage is open and has a natural back stage of the 

mountains in the back. It was amazing and was well worth the seeing and just an amazing 

experience and especially the story behind it all. 

 

4. Never will the Holy Spirit leave us or forsake us.  

 

Hebrews 13:5–6 
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because 

God has said,  

“Never will I leave you;  

never will I forsake you.”a 
6 So we say with confidence,  

“The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid.  

                                                 
a Deut. 31:6 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oberammergau
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bavaria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bubonic_plague
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
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What can man do to me?”b6 

 

I think that it is crucially important that all of us get to this point in our lives that no matter 

what happens around and about our lives, that we are not shaken because we know that God 

will take care of us with or without a job or with or without money.  

 

We are always closer to our breakthrough than we think. 

 

Psalm 139:5–18 
5 You hem me in—behind and before;  

you have laid your hand upon me.  
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,  

too lofty for me to attain.  
7 Where can I go from your Spirit?  

Where can I flee from your presence?  
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there;  

if I make my bed in the depths,a you are there.  
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn,  

if I settle on the far side of the sea,  
10 even there your hand will guide me,  

your right hand will hold me fast.  
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me   

and the light become night around me,”  
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you;  

the night will shine like the day,  

for darkness is as light to you. 7 

 

This is one of the most beautiful Scriptures in the Bible, because even when we feel that the 

issues of this world are hemming us in and making it feel like we cannot breathe, God is right 

there with us.  

 

In what seems to be our darkest hours of life, for God it is like, “What is going on my child? 

This is nothing and this is an exciting time because of what I am developing in you so relax 

and keep running to me and pursuing me with all of your heart.  

 

Re-cap: 

1. Let us make sure that God knows us.  

2. Let us run to God to get the counsel and comfort that we all need.  

3. Let us never forget that we need the Word of God as much as the Spirit. 

4. Let us never forget that the Holy Spirit will never leave us or forsake us. 

 

                                                 
b Psalm 118:6, 7 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 13:5–6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
a Hebrew Sheol 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 139:5–12). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 

Galatians 4:9, God knows us, the Bible, Jesus, Matthew 7:21-23, 2 Corinthians 1:3-4, Word 

of God, the Spirit, John 5:39-40, 2 Corinthians 3:6, Hebrews 13:5-6, Psalm 139:5-18, 
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If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right now? 

Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this simple prayer 

in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the cross, 

and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord Jesus as my 

Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I 

believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and that all my sins are forgiven 

through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to welcome you to 

the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can find the 

notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or download it via iTunes 

to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 21 February January 2015. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  

Except where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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