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Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us.  

 

How is anything of great significance ever accomplished? 

 

ANS: …………………. 

 

Nothing of great significance was ever accomplished without commitment. 

 

Commitment - separates “the doers” from “the dreamers.” 

 

There is a major difference between a contribution and total commitment. 

 

A chicken and a pig were walking past a church building one-day when they 

noticed the Sunday morning sermon posted on the outside bulletin board, 

"Helping the Poor." They walked a ways when the chicken suddenly came across 

with a suggestion. "Say, Brother Hog, why don’t we give all the poor people a nice 

breakfast of bacon and eggs?" The pig thought a moment and replied, "That’s all 

right for you to say because for you it is only a contribution, but for me, it’s total 

commitment!" 

 

So what is commitment?  

 

ANS: …………………. 

 

I know it might mean something different to you than the person next to you, however 

the principles remain the same. 

 

There is no such thing as partial commitment. When the pilot of a giant airliner is 

speeding down the runway, there is a certain point where he cannot decide to 

remain on the ground. When he crosses that line, he is committed to the air, or the 

plane crashes which will be disastrous. That pilot cannot change his mind when 
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the plane is two-thirds of the way down the runway – he is committed finished and 

klaar end of the story. 

 

This is the same when it comes to Christianity. When you give your life to the Lord 

Jesus Christ you are either all in or not. You are either 100% for him or nothing and we 

need to realise that God wants us to be fully committed to Him or not at all. 

 

I hope this morning to help us all establish just what commitment is all about and realise 

that we are either in or out in our commitment to God and not just half in.  

 

It is one of the most important things in our lives and in fact, the most important thing 

in our lives.  

 

We will find out just how vital commitment is in our everyday relationships and in life. 

We cannot be successful in life, nor can we be successful as a Christian without 

complete commitment.  

 

I hope, trust and pray that God will expose areas that we need to commit afresh and 

anew, and then help us to identify areas in our lives where we can strengthen our level 

of commitment.  

 

I believe that very few people on this planet really understand what commitment entails 

and what it really means and if they do understand what commitment is then most of 

this world is hypercritical. 

 

Now some of you may get angry or upset in your heart with me and I understand that, 

but give me a little time to explain myself and why I can make such an outlandish 

statement like this one. 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

All those that choose to get married and say their wedding vows are making a 

declaration of commitment of what they intend to do and what they believe and this is 

a commitment for life. Is that correct?  

 

We intend to make a special life-long commitment to that one person when we get 

married.  Is that correct? 

 

Now you tell me, with tears in your eyes, that I am wrong by saying that most people 

do not have a clue what it means to be committed.  

 

Look at the divorce rate in our nation, which is about 75% and now try to have the 

audacity to say that most people do know what it means to be committed.  

 

You get many people that say I do not love my wife anymore and vice versa. 

 

Feelings are like sales prices. They are subject to change without notice. 

Derek Q. Sanders 
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Our feelings can change and that is no problem because we are emotional beings, but 

we can never let our feeling dictate our morals, principles, ethics, choices or life styles. 

 

If you act the way you wish you felt, eventually you will feel the way you act. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

No, that is not being hypocritical; it is being obedience to God and His Word.  

 

Hypocrisy is not acting contrary to the way you feel. 

Hypocrisy is acting contrary to the way you believe.  

 

He says we are to love our wives as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for 

the church and that is a command that is sometime incredibly difficult to live by, but 

we have no option as Christians, because we base our decisions on principles and not 

on feelings. 

 

A. Commitment is a heart & head decision.  

 

Most people want everything to be perfect before they’re willing to commit themselves 

to anything. 

 

However you must know that true commitment always precedes achievement. If you 

want to get anywhere in your relationship with God you have to choose to become fully 

committed to Him. 

 

Romans 6:17–18 (NASV) 

 17 But athanks be to God that 1though you were slaves of sin, you became obedient 

from the heart to that bform of teaching to which you were committed, 

 18 and having been afreed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.1 

 

B. Commitment means complete dedication.  

 

Let us have a quick look at an example of complete commitment. 

 

2 Chronicles 31:20–21 
20 This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and 

faithful before the LORD his God. 21 In everything that he undertook in the service of 

God’s temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and 

                                                        
a Rom 1:8; 2 Cor 2:14 
1 Lit you were slaves … but you became 
b 2 Tim 1:13 
a John 8:32; Rom 6:22; 8:2 
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Ro 6:17–18). LaHabra, CA: 
The Lockman Foundation. 
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worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered. 2 

 

Those in life that are fully committed to God will prosper and they are the ones that are 

willing to put in a 100% effort into what they do, on a daily basis, to the glory of God.  

 

There is a saying that goes: A halfhearted farmer gets weeds. 

 

James 1:8 
8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 3 

 

When you try to march to two different drums you will never be happy! 

 

C. Commitment can be improved? 

 

a. You must measure it. 

 

You may believe that you are a fully committed Christian, yet your actions indicate 

otherwise. 

 

How do you spend your time? 

How do you spend your money? 

How do you spend your Sundays? 

 

b. Decide what’s worth dying for and commit to it? 

 

What am I willing to die for? 

 

Would you die for politics?  

Would you die for this country?  

 

Would you die for your faith? 

Would you die for your marriage? 

Would you die for your children?  

Would you die for the people in this congregation?  

 

Would you die for God?  

 

Maybe a good thing would be to make your plan public and then you would probably 

be more committed, but actually it starts in the heart.   

 

Are you ready for the bombshell? 

 

                                                        
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Ch 31:20–21). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jas 1:8). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
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You have got to understand and get the fact that it was not what Hezekiah said or 

thought that brought blessing – it is what he did!  

 

Remember what Wesley said, Preach the Word and if necessary use word.   

 

In other words your, actions or deeds speak louder than words.  

 

I have no problem if you talk before you walk, but don’t forget to walk!  

 

James 1:23–25 
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like a man who looks 

at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately 

forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that 

gives freedom, and continues to do this, not forgetting what he has heard, but doing 

it—he will be blessed in what he does. 4 

 

Committed beyond feelings. 

 

Here are some areas of commitment that we should assess in our lives and make sure 

we are fully committed.  

 

1. Be fully committed to loving God. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:5 
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.5 

 

Who would like to explain what “all” means to them? 

 

1. All your heart and  

2. All your soul and  

3. All your strength. 

 

It means all components or compartments of our being are to love Him, in other words 

be completely and fully committed in our love for Him.  

 

We have to continually make a decision to have a whole heart for God, and quite frankly 

most of us battle with this fact, because it takes time, effort and work to build any 

relationship. This however is the most important relationship that you can ever have. I 

adore my wife and am fully committed to her, but I have to be, and choose to be, even 

more committed to my God. 

 

Let us make the right choice today to have a whole-heart for God and be fully 

                                                        
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jas 1:23–25). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Dt 6:5). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 



 
 

6 

committed to Him. 

 

Revelation 3:15–17 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or 

the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit 

you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a 

thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.6 

 

There is a saying that goes:  

If you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything! 

 

God does not want us to just stand for Him, but He wants us to be fully committed to 

him. 

 

Hezekiah was fully committed to serving God as he led Israel into destroying all idols.   

 

What about you and your idols? What do you put before God??? What gets the most 

attention in your life? Your sport, your work, your spouse, you anger, your hurt, your 

recreational time, your family, your money, your friends, your holiday. 

 

In other words what is stopping you from being fully committed to serving God? 

 

Let’s repent right now and make the commitment that God requires of us all. 

 

Nothing is easier than saying words.  

Nothing is harder than living them day after day. 

Arthur Gordon 

 

It has been told that a newly elected judge who had won office in a special county 

election, during his acceptance speech, he said, “I wish to thank the 424 people 

who promised to vote for me. I wish to thank the 316 people who said that they 

did vote for me. I wish to thank the 47 people who came out to vote last Thursday, 

and I wish to thank the 26 folks who actually did vote for me.” 

 

2. Be fully committed to daily devotion with God. 

 

Psalm 1:1–3 
1 Blessed is the man  

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked  

or stand in the way of sinners  

or sit in the seat of mockers.  
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and on his law he meditates day and night.  
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water,  

                                                        
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Re 3:15–17). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
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which yields its fruit in season  

and whose leaf does not wither.  

Whatever he does prospers. 7 

 

3. Be fully committed to the Sabbath rest. 

 

Hebrews 4:9–11 
9 So then, a Sabbath rest still remains for the people of God; 10 for those who enter God’s 

rest also cease from their labors as God did from his. 11 Let us therefore make every 

effort to enter that rest, so that no one may fall through such disobedience as theirs. 8 

 

The Sabbath was created for man, not man for the Sabbath. We all need the rest and the 

time to connect with God and to realign our lives with God. We all need to come 

together to worship God, to be better equipped and fellowship and encourage one 

another and even more now days than ever before.  

 

That would entail that you do not use the Sunday as another day to work or play, but 

come to church even if you don’t feel like it, because that is commitment.  

 

Hebrews 10:25 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 9 

 

4. Be fully committed to give your tithes & offerings. 

 

Malachi 3:10–11 
10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and 

thus put me to the test, says the LORD of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of 

heaven for you and pour down for you an overflowing blessing. 10 

 

Tithe faithfully no matter what the cost and do not even question or even consider 

holding back.  

 

Mark 12:17 
17 Then Jesus said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s and to God what is God’s.” 
11 

 

                                                        
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 1:1–3). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
8 The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (Heb 4:9–11). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
9 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 10:25). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
10 The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (Mal 3:10). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
11 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mk 12:17). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
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5. Be fully committed to honour your word.  

 

James 5:12–13 
12 Above all, my beloved,f do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other 

oath, but let your “Yes” be yes and your “No” be no, so that you may not fall under 

condemnation. 12 

 

Do not commit to something and then not fulfill your commitment.  

 

All of us must learn this in life. 

 

6. Be fully committed to share the gospel with others.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:19–20a 
19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are 

therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.13 

 

Watch these Men singing and listen to the words: – 

"I THEN SHALL LIVE" - featuring The Gaither Vocal Band and Ernie Haase & 

the Signature Sound. 

 

Your Kingdom come around and through and in me 

Your power and glory, let them shine through me 

Your Hallowed Name, O may I bear with honor 

And may your living Kingdom come in me 

The Bread of Life, O may I share with honor 

And may you feed a hungry world through me 

 

Conclusion: 

 

2 Chronicles 16:9 
9 For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts 

are fully committed to him.14 

 

Re-cap: 

 

 

A. Commitment is a heart & head decision.  

B. Commitment means complete dedication.  

                                                        
f Gk brothers 
12 The Holy Bible : New Revised Standard Version. 1989 (Jas 5:12). Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
13 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 5:19–20). Grand 
Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
14 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Ch 16:9). Grand Rapids, 
MI: Zondervan. 
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C. Commitment can be improved? 

 

a. You must measure it. 

b. Decide what’s worth dying for and commit to it? 

 

1. Be fully committed to loving God. 

2. Be fully committed to daily devotion with God. 

3. Be fully committed to the Sabbath rest. 

4. Be fully committed to give your tithes & offerings. 

5. Be fully committed to honour your word.  

6. Be fully committed to share the gospel with others.  

 

If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right 

now? Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this 

simple prayer in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the 

cross, and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord 

Jesus as my Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are 

God and cannot lie. I believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and 

that all my sins are forgiven through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for 

saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to 

welcome you to the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can 

find the notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or 

download it via iTunes to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 12 June 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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