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Money Matters Made Simple – Part 1. 
 

(A message to help all those that want to learn how to handle their finances in a  

wise and godly manner.) 
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Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 16:10–12 
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been 

trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you have 

not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own? 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening 

on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing 

this time with us.  

 
Many receive advice, only the wise profit by it. 
            Publilius Cyrus 
 
Proverbs 4:7 

7 Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.  

Though it cost all you have,a get understanding. 1 

 
1. Have an open mind. 

 
Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) 
7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.2 
 
Let me start off by saying that there is no such thing as something for nothing.  
 
Whatever you want in life it is going to cost you something.  So my question is are you 
willing to pay the price to get what you are wanting?  

                                                        
a Or Whatever else you get 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 4:7). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
2 The New King James Version. (1982). (Pr 23:7). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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Do you want financial freedom? 
 
ANS: Yes 
 
Are you willing to do what it take to get financial freedom?  Remember it will cost you 
something. You might need to just make certain wise decisions or whatever the case may 
be for this to happen, but the bottom line is that you will need to do something. If you 
want to have financial freedom then it is not just going to fall in your lap, but you need to 
do something from your side to get there and the first thing is to get to understand how 
money and finances work. 
 
Did you know that nearly half of all the parables, that Jesus told in the New Testament, 
have to do with money and on how to handle money properly? This means that there 
should be a lot more teaching in the church on finances and how to handle money.  In fact 
16 out of 38 parables deal with money.  One of the most unbelievable facts is that the 
Bible has five times more to say about money than about prayer.   
 
In the Bible, there are: 
     40 verses on baptism,  
   275 verses on prayer,  
   350 verses on faith,  
   650 verses on love and  
2,350 verses that relate specifically to finances and material possessions. 
 
I know that money can be a very touchy subject for some, but that just does not show 
much maturity as all of us need to continually keep growing in all areas of our lives, 
including our finances or should I say especially our finances.  
 
Anyone who establishes God’s Word as His financial guide will be prosperous and 
successful. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 
 
Have an open mind and be willing to learn no matter how much you think you know. 
 
 
 

2. Cultivate a positive mental attitude daily. 
 
Ephesians 4:23 
23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds;3 

 
God our creator gave us control over nothing except the power of choice and the power 
to choose how we shape what we believe and think.  
 
So tell me how do you think and what do you think of money? 

                                                        
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Eph 4:23). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
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Do you see it as a necessary evil or as neutral, or how do you see money?  This is very 
important because if your views are wrong then your outcome will be wrong.  
 
One of the most important things that we can do for our spiritual growth is to learn how 
to handle money and possessions and have a right outlook and understanding of money.  
 
Money is just a medium of exchange. It can be great depending on how you use what you 
have.  
 
1 Timothy 6:10 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 

wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 4 

 
Please note that there is nothing wrong with money, but it is the love of money that is the 
problem. 
 
Whether people like to agree with it or not it is true that our use of money both reflects 
and affects the true state of our relationship with God and others.  We need to realize that 
we serve a giving God and we as His children are to adopt that same nature, by been 
multiplier and givers ourselves.  
 
Probably the richest men on the planet are those that have a positive mental 
attitude and never lose sight of their dreams.  

      Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 
 
This means that you can never lose hope because the minute that you lose hope you will 
lose life and the opportunity of becoming successful in any area.  
 
 
 

3. Learn how the money game works. 
 
To become wealthy, you need basically two things: 
 
1. The knowledge of what to do and; 

2. The discipline to practice the things to be done. 

 
 
 
 
 
Most people settle for a lot less than what they can have, but why is this? 
 
 
 

                                                        
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Ti 6:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
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Nearly everybody battles to live off their salary, no matter what it is and the reason for 
this is that we spend right up to our earnings, irrespective of the amount. 
 

 
 
To become wealthy involves being disciplined with your finances and this is not always 
easy. 
 
There needs to be a certain amount of our income put away for unexpected emergencies. 
If this is not done money has to be borrowed to cope and this money plus the interest 
(cost of borrowing money) has to be paid back and this is what kills you financially.  
 
To live we need money, but it can only come from three sources: 
  
1. Our own work. 

2. Our money working for us. 

3. Government pensions or charity. 
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So the only solution if you don’t want to work forever or want the Government to look 
after you, is that you will have to get your money working for you. The only way you 
will have money working for you is when you save from your current income, and 
invest it wisely. 
 
Too many people are waiting for a home run and thinking they are going to win the lottery 
or buy a stock and think they are going to make millions overnight. Forget about this and 
let that dream fly. 
 
A SPIRIT OF MAMMON GETTING A HOLD OF OUR HEARTS. 
 
Matthew 6:24 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 5 

 
Jesus often spoke about money and often used the Aramaic term mammon to signify 
money’s potential to become a god in our lives.   
 
 
4. Work smarter and not harder. 
 
Right now we need to settle the fact that money is not going to make us happy. If you 
think it will then you will spend your life doing urgent things, rather than important 
things. Urgent things include your job, a new car, a bigger home, a better vacation etc. It 
does not make you happy, but can make life a lot easier. 
 
Many people think that you must work harder, but that is not the answer, we are called 
to work smarter.  In the past if you worked hard, you would have done well, but now in 
the 21st Century we have got to work smarter as well as harder as the whole money game 
has changed. 
 
You have to decide today to stop just being a trader! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                        
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 6:24). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
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You have to decide today not just to be a trader of your time, but also an investor as 
well. 
 
Then you need to make the decision today and not tomorrow that you are going to stop 
only trading.  
 
You have got to make money start working for you and not just keep working for 
money. 
 
That is correct you need to have something of your money making you money while you 
sleep or are not working and this is what we call creating a passive income and unless 
you do this you will not win in the money game. 
 
You need to have an income even when you are not working so that you can retire 
without being dependent on others.  
 
The best person to take care of your money is you so make wise decisions and don’t just 
give up full control as this could be a very costly choice that you make.  
 

 
 

Trader 

Family 
Sex 

Health 
Self-worth 
Marriage 
Integrity 

Money 



 
 

7 

Mutual funds and retirement annuities and for Americans 401K are one of the biggest 
scams on the planet. If you have any of those you have no clue of how you are throwing 
your money away. I would encourage you to rather go and play real poker with real 
money before I would encourage you to invest in any of those Ponzi skims. Just by the 
way I would not encourage you to play poker meaning that you must be super crazy to 
put any of your money into those type of funds. If you are stop today and look for 
something that is not taxed and invest in that product. The reason that I say this is that 
the hidden cost is what makes this geared for you to totally lose and they manage to make 
a killing from your money. 
 
The biggest mistake that any of us make financially in our lives is not tapping into 
the power of compound interest. 
 
This can literally change your life, but it doesn't help if you know about it but do not tap 
into its power. Knowing something intellectually and not doing it means nothing and it is 
of no value to you. 
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Johnnie at 20 years old till 40 years,  making it 20 years – R300/month = 
R4000/year and puts it into the stock market.  (R80 0000) 
 
But it is in a tax free stock and it grows at 10% per year.  
 
Andrew at 40 years old till 65 years making it 25 years – R300/month = 
R4000/year and puts it into the stock market. (R100 0000) 
 
But it is in a tax free stock and it grows at 10% per year.  
 
Johnnie ends with R2,5 million and Andrew ends with R400 000. That is a 600% 
difference.  
 
This is a R2,1 million difference.  
 



 
 

9 
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5. Live below your income and be disciplined.  
 
What does it help if you earn money and just spend it all.  
 
Mike Tyson earned over a half a billion dollars in prize money in his life time, but ended 
up 27 million in debt, It has bounced back but is now only worth about 1 million. 
 
A portion of what you earn goes straight into a fund that becomes a money machine that 
will provide for you in the future, because it compounds in growth.  
 

 
 

You will never earn yourself into financial freedom, but you can do it through 
compound interest.  
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6. Don’t live on debt. 
 
 

 
 
7. Be willing to take risks.  
 
Luke 16:10–12 
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 

dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been 

trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you 

have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your 

own? 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                        
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Lk 16:10–12). Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan. 
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CONCLUSION: 
 

1. Have an open mind. 
2. Cultivate a positive mental attitude daily. 
3. Learn how the money game works. 
4. Work smarter and not harder. 
5. Live below your income and be disciplined.  
6. Don’t live on debt. 
7. Be willing to take risks.  

 

If you have never really accepted Jesus as your personal Savior, would you do it right now? 

Do not delay or put it off. If you would like to receive Christ by faith, pray this simple prayer 

in your heart:  

 

Dear Lord, I acknowledge that I am a sinner. I believe Jesus died for my sins on the cross, 

and rose again on the third day. I repent of my sins. By faith I receive the Lord Jesus as my 

Savior. You promised to save me, and I believe You, because You are God and cannot lie. I 

believe right now that the Lord Jesus is my personal Savior, and that all my sins are forgiven 

through His precious blood. I thank You, dear Lord, for saving me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

If you prayed that prayer, God heard you and saved you. I personally want to welcome you to 

the family of God and rejoice with you. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za and can find the 

notes and Power Point under downloads.  You can then listen to it or download it via iTunes 

to your device free of charge. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 26 June 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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