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Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

I'm sure all of you here would agree with me that finances are major part of our lives. 

 

Sadly the majority of married couples today argue tremendously about finances and 

the #1 cause for divorces in the USA, with a whopping 54%, is over money issues. 

 

Most people in the world today have more than ever before, yet they spend more than 

ever before. 
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Gambling expenditures now tops $550 billion per year.1  That’s more money than 

Americans spend per year on films, books, amusements, and musical entertainment 

combined. It’s about $1.5 billion per day or an increase of roughly 3,000 percent in the 

past 20 years.2 

 

That is more money spent on legalized gambling than on groceries? 

 

As most of you, who are part of this congregation, should know that Jesus taught more 

on money than on any other subject.  The reason for this is that it so affects all of our 

lives, and we serve a practical, wise and helpful God, that wants us to be blessed, but 

this comes first from being a good steward of what he entrusts into our hands. 

  

Proverbs 10:22 
22 The blessing of the LORD brings wealth,  

and he adds no trouble to it. 3 

 

A man went to a fortune teller hoping that she would be able to look into her 

crystal ball and make some stock market predictions.  "My fee," said the fortune 

teller, "is one hundred dollars.  For that amount you may ask two questions."  The 

client winced and said, "My, isn't that a lot of money for just two questions?"  

"Yes," the fortune teller replied.  "Now what is your second question?" 

 

This morning you can ask questions if it relates to finances and I will try to answer and 

help you if I am able, but you need to know that I'm not a financial advisor according 

to the world standards, but I do know some of the Biblical financial principles and if 

you apply them to your life you will be financially successful. 

 

Here are 8 Financial Principles to help you become a wise financial steward: 

 

1. Possess money, but do not let money or positions possess you. (Principle of 

ownership).  

 

Two men were walking along a crowded street in a prosperous business area. 

Suddenly, one of them exclaimed:  "Listen to the lovely sound of that blackbird!"  

"What sound?", his friend asked. "How can you hear a blackbird in the midst of 

all these people and traffic?" 

 

"Very easily", said the first one.  "Watch this."  Taking a coin from his pocket, 

he dropped it on the pavement.  Immediately, six to eight people walking in front 

or behind began looking around. "See," he said, "we all tend to hear what we 

listen for." 

_______________________________________ 

 

                                                 
1 Kolasky, 1; and Martin Koughan, “Easy Money,” Mother Jones, July–August 1997, 

32. 
2 Frank Rich, “America on Big Bender with Gaming,” Las Vegas Sun, 10 May 1996, 

sect. B. Christiansen and Cummings, 31–32 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 10:22). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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Shortly after the death of John D. Rockefeller Jr’s his chief financial advisor was 

asked, “Mr. Rockefeller was one of the richest men in the world, how much did 

he leave behind?” To which the advisor answered, “Everything!” 

 

Matthew 6:19–21 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and 

where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 4 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 
10 Whoever loves money never has money enough;  

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  

This too is meaningless. 5 

 

1 Timothy 6:10 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 

have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 6 

 

A young lady was soaking up the sun's rays on a Durban beach when a little boy in his 

swimming trunks, carrying a towel, came up to her and asked her, "Do you believe in 

God?"  She was surprised by the question but replied. "Why, yes, I do." Then he asked 

her:  "Do you go to church every Sunday?" Again, her answer was "Yes!" then he asked 

"Do you read your Bible and pray every day?" Again she said, "Yes!" But by now her 

curiosity was very much aroused.  At last the lad sighed and said, with obvious relief, 

"Will you hold my money while I go swimming?" 

 

So make sure that you Possess money, but do not let money or positions possess 

you. (Principle of ownership).  

 

2. Keep good records (Principles of accounting).  

 

Proverbs 27:23–24 
23 Be sure you know the condition of your flocks,  

give careful attention to your herds;  
24 for riches do not endure forever, 7 

 

The biggest reason that many people are in a financial fix or trouble financially is the 

fact that they SPENDING MORE THAN THEY ACTUALLY EARN.  This is a recipe 

for disaster and must be stopped as soon as possible if not immediately. So watch out 

for easy credit, and over extending yourself and stop that with immediate effect. Start 

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 6:19–21). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ec 5:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Ti 6:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 27:23–24). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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today with spending less than you make and give, save and invest 10% respectively.   

 

Ignorance + Easy Credit = Disaster 
 

4 THINGS WE MUST KNOW ABOUT OUR FINANCES: 
1. What we earn. 

2. How we spend it. 

3. What we own with the description and value. 

4. What we owe (how much debt). 

 

So make sure that you Keep good a records (Principles of accounting).  

 

3. Return 10% back to God (Principle of tithing).  
 

Malachi 3:10  
10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 

me in this,” says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates 

of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.8 

 

1 Corinthians 16:2 
2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 

keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to 

be made.9 

 

Matthew 22:21 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  

Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 10 

 

Matthew 23:23 
23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of 

your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more important 

matters of the law—justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the 

latter, without neglecting the former.11 

 

So make sure that you Return 10% back to God (Principle of tithing). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
8 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mal 3:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
9 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Co 16:2). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
10 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 22:21). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
11 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 23:23). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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4. Plan your spending (Principle of budgeting).  

 

In other words, you tell your finances where they will go, and not wonder, where it 

has gone. 

 

Insanity is doing the same thing you’ve always done and expecting different results 

to happen. 

 

Proverbs 21:5  
5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit  

as surely as haste leads to poverty. 12 

 

The most important key when it comes to financial freedom is not based on how much 

we earn, but how much we spend. Never ever spend more than you make.  This is the 

most important, key when it comes to financial freedom. Unless you are into extreme 

investing, but then you have to know what you are doing, and know that it is an 

extremely wise move.  

 

Normally impulsive buying is a no-no because you are going outside of your budget, 

but there can be exceptions such as buying on an auction on condition you are getting 

a giveaway bargain. 

 

Proverbs 21:20 
20 In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil,  

but a foolish man devours all he has. 13 

 

Advertisers want you to buy based on your EMOTION and not your budgets. 

 

Luke 12:15 
15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a 

man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 14 
 

Poverty is more than just having no money; it is not having the freedom to make 

choices about one's destiny. 

Floyd McClung Jr. 

 

So make sure that you Plan your spending (Principle of budgeting). 

 

5. Grow your finances systematically (Principle of multiplication). 

 

Each of two farmers won a million dollars in a state lottery.  When a reporter 

asked the first farmer what he was going to do with his money, the farmer replied, 

"Well, I think I'll retire, move to Florida, and live the good life."  When the 

                                                 
12 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 21:5). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
13 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 21:20). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
14 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Lk 12:15). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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reporter asked the second farmer the same question, he replied, "I don't know, I 

think I'll just keep on farming until it's all used up." 

 

Short-term pain equals long-term gain. 

 

In other word pay now and play later or else you can play now and pay later or 

should I say battle later. 

 

Proverbs 13:11 
11Dishonest money dwindles away,  

but he who gathers money little by little makes it grow. 15 

 

While visiting a Swiss town, an American businessman watched a man 

painstakingly carving the casing for one of the fine cuckoo clocks made in that 

region. 

 

Noting the slow rate of progress, the businessman said, "My good man, you'll 

never make much money that way." 

 

"Sir," the clock-maker replied, "I'm not making money, I'm making cuckoo 

clocks." 

 

So make sure that you Grow your finances systematically (Principle of 

multiplication). 

 

6. Save & Invest for the future (Principle of saving & investing). 

 

Tomorrow’s dreams are built on today’s sacrifices. 

 

Proverbs 24:27 
27 Finish your outdoor work  

and get your fields ready;  

after that, build your house. 16 

 

Did you know: 

Japanese family saves —  25% of their income 
European family saves — 18 %  
American family saves — 5% 

African family save only 2% 

 

So make sure that you Save & Invest for the future (Principle of saving & 

investing). 

 

7. Enjoy what you have (Principle of contentment). 

 

                                                 
15 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 13:11). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
16 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 24:27). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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I have made many millions, but they have brought me no happiness.  

                 John D. Rockefeller, Sr.  

 

Surveys have found that people tend to look at those who make exactly double of 

whatever they make as rich, regardless of their income level.  

 

So someone who makes $30,000 a year thinks of someone who makes $60,000 as 

rich.  

 

And those who make $50,000 think of the wealthy as those who make $100,000, 

and those who make $100,000 as those who make $200,000.  

 

Even billionaire Ted Turner struggles with dissatisfaction with his income.  

He said recently, "It’s all relative. I sit down and say, ’I’ve got $10 billion, but Bill 

Gates has $100 billion; I feel like a complete failure in life" (People 6/12/00 p. 62). 

 

Ecclesiastes 6:9 
9 Better what the eye sees  

than the roving of the appetite.  

This too is meaningless,  

a chasing after the wind. 17 

 

Our problem is that our yearnings exceed our earnings.  And this involves a 

jealousy, greed and the like problem.  

 

 So let's learn to be content, irrespective of what we have.  

 

A rich industrialist who was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside 

his boat. "Why aren’t you out there fishing?" he asked.  
"Because I’ve caught enough fish for today," said the fisherman.  
"Why don’t you catch more fish than you need?’ the rich man asked.  
"What would I do with them?"  

"You could earn more money," came the impatient reply, "and buy a better boat 

so you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, 

catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of boats 

and be rich like me."  
The fisherman asked, "Then what would I do?"  
"You could sit down and enjoy life," said the industrialist.  
"What do you think I’m doing now?" the fisherman replied as he looked 

placidly out to sea.  
 

We sometimes imagine that the next big thing will bring contentment, and forget 

to enjoy the simple pleasures of what we have NOW:  

- Family 

- Health 

- The opportunity to sit outside on a warm spring evening is OK with wind 

blowing. . .  

                                                 
17 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ec 6:9). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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And what are we really teaching our kids-- that more is better??!! 

 

Hebrews 13:5 
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said,  

“Never will I leave you;  

never will I forsake you.”a18 

 

You see it is attitude not aptitude that God honors.  

 

So make sure that you Enjoy what you have (Principle of contentment). 

 

8. Ensure you leave money to your children and grandchildren (Principle of 

leaving a legacy). 

 

Proverbs 13:22 
22 A good man leaves an inheritance for his children’s children,  

but a sinner’s wealth is stored up for the righteous. 19 

 

MONEY will buy a bed, but not sleep;   

books, but not brains;   

food, but not appetite;   

finery, but not beauty;   

house, but not a home;   

medicine, but not health;   

luxuries, but not culture;  

amusement, but not happiness;  

religion, but not salvation;  

a passport to everywhere, but heaven. 

                                                Author Unknown 

 

So make sure you leave money to your children and grandchildren (Principle of 

leaving a legacy). 

 

Re-cap: 

 

Financial Stewardship: 

1. Possess money, but do not let money or positions possess you (Principle of 

ownership).  

2. Keep good records (Principle of accounting). 

3. Return 10% back to God (Principle of tithing). 

4. Plan your spending (Principle of budgeting). 

5. Grow your finances systematically (Principle of multiplication). 

6. Save & Invest for the future (Principle of saving & investing). 

                                                 
a Deut. 31:6 
18 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 13:5). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
19 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 13:22). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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7. Enjoy what you have (Principle of contentment). 

8. Ensure you leave money to your children and grandchildren (Principle of 

leaving a legacy). 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 3 July 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/

