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Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Is Jesus a communist or a capitalist? 

 

Capitalism - is basically a democracy that allows for "free markets" to dictate prices, 

supply and demand and where a government allows private citizens the right to acquire 

capital or personal property and real estate. 

 

Communism – is where property belongs to the state and its citizens are not allowed 

to own any property. One of the saddest things of communism is that it breeds 

mediocrity and removes all drive and vision form society. 

 

Karl Marx in 1948 said that the goal of communism was twofold: 

1. To destroy capitalism. 

2. To dethrone God. 

 

What I want to share with you now are not just suggestions from God’s Word, but 

principles, truths and practices that you must apply to your life, as of this day if you 

want to journey on a road to financial independence or freedom. Jesus’ parables often 

had a lot to do with money as it was a common denominator in everyone’s lives and 

also affects all of our lives no matter what age we are or where we live or how we look. 

This is an area that touches virtually everyone no matter whether they are young or old, 

single or married. 
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1. Be faithful with the little that God has placed in your hands.  

 

Luke 16:10-13 
10 “Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and 

whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you 

have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true 

riches? 12 And if you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who 

will give you property of your own?1 

 

 

IF TRUSTED 

WITH 1 

YOU CAN BE TRUST WITH MANY 

  

     

 

IF DISHONEST  

WITH $1 

YOU CANNOT BE HONEST WITH $1 000 0000 000  

  

 

 

TRUSTWORTHY (FAITHFUL) 

OVER YOUR EMPLOYERS HOME 

OR BUSINESS 

CAN GET GIVEN YOU OWN HOME 

OR BUSINESS 

  

                                                 

1  The Holy Bible: New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.). Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan. 
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Martha Berry was a lady with a vision to help children.  She began a school for 

poor children. She had no books, no building and no money.  But she had a 

dream and a vision.  She went to Henry Ford to ask for a donation.  Mr. Ford 

reached into his pocket gave Martha Berry a dime.  Most people would have 

been insulted that a multi-millionaire would only give you a dime.  But Martha 

took that dime and bought a packet of seeds and planted a garden, raised a crop, 

sold it and bought more seeds.  After three or four harvests she had enough 

money to purchase an old building for the children.  She returned to Mr. Ford 

and said, “Look what your dime has done.”  Henry Ford was so impressed that 

he donated a million dollars to Martha Berry’s School. 

 

2. Multiply what God has given you.  

 

Matthew 25:14-28 

The Parable of the Talents 
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talentsa of money, to another two 

talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his 

journey. 16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money 

to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the two talents gained two more. 
18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the ground and 

hid his master’s money.  
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he 

said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’  
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’  
22 “The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with 

two talents; see, I have gained two more.’  
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’  
24 “Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew 

that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you 

have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. 

See, here is what belongs to you.’  
26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 

I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should 

have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 

received it back with interest.  
28 “ ‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 2 

 

 

                                                 

a  A talent was worth more than a thousand dollars. 

 

2  The Holy Bible: New International Version. 1996, c1984 (electronic ed.). Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan. 
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How many of you here think that the Master is unfair in that he gives each one a 

different amount? 

 

 

A communist would think that they should all be given the same amount, but this will 

not change the fact that, those that work hard with their ability will end up having that 

which the one that is lazy and not willing to use his ability will have.  

 

GIVEN TO STEWARD 

5 2 1 
According to each person’s ability 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

SOME MUTILPY AND OTHERS DON’T. 

Turned 5 into 

10 

Turned 2 into 

4 

Lazy with 1 

Immediately got to work  Did nothing 

 

 

  

 

A rich industrialist was disturbed to find a fisherman sitting lazily beside his 

boat. "Why aren’t you out there fishing?" he asked.  
"Because I’ve caught enough fish for today," said the fisherman.  
"Why don’t you catch more fish than you need?’ the rich man asked.  
"What would I do with them?"  

"You could earn more money," came the impatient reply, "and buy a better boat 

so you could go deeper and catch more fish. You could purchase nylon nets, 

catch even more fish, and make more money. Soon you’d have a fleet of boats 

and be rich like me."  
The fisherman asked, "Then what would I do?"  
"You could sit down and enjoy life," said the industrialist.  
"What do you think I’m doing now?" the fisherman replied as he looked 

placidly out to sea.  
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We sometimes imagine that the next big thing will bring contentment, and forget 

to enjoy the simple pleasures of what we have NOW:  

- Family 

- Health 

- The opportunity to sit outside on a warm spring evening is OK with wind 

blowing. . .  

And what are we really teaching our kids-- that more is better??!! 
 

He gives you power and empowers you to make wealth, but God cannot steer a 

parked car, so get going and ask Him to direct an guide you on your way. 

 

The 10 commandments on money: 

 

1. Always live off less than you earn. 

2. Give a tithe (10%) to your church. 

3. Save 10% of your income. 

4. Invest 10% of your income.  

5. Create a budget that works for you. 

6. Never go into debt for liabilities other than a car you can afford to pay. 

7. Have insurance for your debts.  

8. Take risks only with money you can afford to lose. 

9. Be grateful for what you have and where you are at now. 

10. Only go into debts to acquire assets that appreciate in value or a business that 

you are able to pay off. 

 

God supplied the food for the birds, but does not put it in their mouths.  They had 

to look and sometimes even search for the food. Likewise, you need to look, search 

and pray for opportunities to grow what you have been given. 

 

What God Hath Promised 

 

God hath not promised skies always blue,  

flower-strewn pathways all our lives through;  

God hath not promised sun without rain,  

joy without sorrow,  

peace without pain. 

 

God hath not promised we shall not know,  

toil and temptation, trouble and woe; 

He hath not told us we shall not bear,  

many a burden,  

many a care. 

 

God hath not promised smooth roads  

and wide, swift, easy travel, needing no guide; 

Never a mountain rocky and steep,  

never a river,  

turbid and deep. 
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But God hath promised strength for the day,  

rest for the labour,  

light for the way, 

Grace for the trials,  

help from above,  

unfailing sympathy,  

undying love. 

Annie Johnson Flint 

 

3. Plant your crop at the right time and in the best soil. 

 

Ezekiel 17:8 
8 It had been planted in good soil by abundant water so that it would produce 

branches, bear fruit and become a splendid vine.’ 3 

 

So often we think that we can define the laws of nature and likewise the laws of finance 

and somehow we think it will work differently for us. However, the sad news is, that it 

is not the case, as the principles behind this stand for everyone. 

 

If you are planting in winter, which for most crops would be the wrong time, you will 

endure tremendous financial pain. 

 

What I'm saying by this is that the soil is very important as well as the necessary 

nutrients and water supply, but if you planted at the wrong time you are going to feel 

tremendous financial pain and loss. 

 

I am going to give you what I believe is a great opportunity to invest your money and 

just to let you know there are many opportunities out there, but you have to look for 

them and remember that timing is everything.  

 

Many of us work and some have their own businesses, so you don’t have the 

opportunities to grow your money except by investing in another very well managed 

and run business. The reason that you would do this is that you have a bit of 

diversification when it comes to your money allocation. 

 

Like I've said to you that the whole money game of life is totally changed and therefore 

you need to come to understand the new rules of this game. 

 

This means that the stock exchange is probably the best place to invest portion of your 

investment. If you ask me, does this not involve risk?  My answer will be clearly, of 

course any business venture involves risk. However, over the last hundred years the 

stock exchanges has been up 70% of the time and down only 30% of the time.  Now 

we need to understand that timing is everything. You see, you can invest in the greatest 

business on the stock exchange at the wrong time and you will lose a fortune. However, 

if you invest at the right time in the right manner you can make a fortune. 

 

I'm not sure if this should remain on the YouTube video so those that do not want to 

                                                 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Eze 17:8). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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hear this information can now leave and those that are interested can hear what I think 

are great opportunities in which to place some of your financial portfolio. 

 

Some shares that I personally would look at investing in would be the following: 

 Woolworths. 

 P.P.C. 

 Richmond. 

 S.A. Breweries (for those that don’t have moral objections against this stock). 

 

Now we need to understand that diversification is crucial in this money game, but due 

to the lack of time I will share with you about this diversification two sessions from 

today’s session. This basically has to do with ensuring that we do not put all of our eggs 

in one basket. 

 

Woolworths in my opinion is one of the best buys on the market on the JSE. 
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Put some of your investment money into Woollies for one year and then you can 

remove it if you see fit and then look for a new opportunity.  

 

 

 

Is Jesus a communist or a capitalist? 
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CAPITALISM COMMUNISM 
 Freedom. 

 Free press. 

 Religious freedom. 

 Freedom of speech. 

 Equal opportunities.  

 More than one political party. 

 Industry owned by individuals. 

 Free elections. 

 Encourages dreams and vision. 

 Spur enthusiasm and progress.  

 Different financial classes. 

 Slavery. 

 Closed press. 

 No freedom of religion. 

 Complete censorship. 

 No opportunities. 

 One-party state. 

 Industry owned by the state. 

 State controls people’s lives. 

 Destroys dreams and visions. 

 Destroys enthusiasm and progress. 

 No different financial classes. 

Compiled by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

 

Re-cap: 

 

1. Be faithful with the little that God has given you.  

2. Multiply what God has given you.  

3. Plant your crop at the right time and in the best soil. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 10 July 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/

