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Main Scripture: 

 

 Ecclesiastes 5:10 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

1.  Money and wealth are different terms. 

 

Ecclesiastes 5:10 
10 Whoever loves money never has money enough;  

whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.  

This too is meaningless. 1 

 

Who of you never have enough money? 

 

Who of you are never satisfied with your income? 

 

Can you tell me by a show of your hands who of you here are wealthy? 

 

You see how you define your wealth is whether you're wealthy or not! 

 

Much of this world today does not have electricity.  However they do not feel poor, 

yet we have so much more and we moan and gripe and groan and feel we are not 

wealthy, although we have all the creature comforts that we can dream of. 

 

Two thirds of the planet only live off two dollars a day. Do any of you here only live 

on $2/day which is about R25?  The answer is no way; you live off much more.   

 

The minute you start to associate your life wealth with the incredible amount of 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ec 5:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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blessings that you have in your life, then you will realize just how wealthy you really 

are and how blessed you are. 

 

No amount of money will make you wealthy or give you the feeling of being wealthy 

because all that you do is move the bar higher and higher. So wealthy is purely a state 

of mind. This means that many of us need to change our state of mind so that we 

don’t just realize, but that we believe that we are wealthy. 

 

Should you and I grow in all areas of our lives? 

 

Does this include the area of our finances? 

 

But if we have to grow financially for us to feel significant, then we've lost the plot 

and we will always be poor. Our financial status and wellbeing should have nothing to 

do with our bank balance but everything to do with our state of mind or belief system 

that we are incredibly blessed and wealthy. 

 

So can you tell me - are you wealthy? 

 

ANSWER: Yes. 

 

May we always regard ourselves as wealthy no matter how much money we have or 

don't have. 

 

2.  Money and our perspective must change.  

 

Matthew 6:24 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and 

Money. 2 

 

Sadly, in this day and age the spirit of mammon has gripped the heart of many a soul. 

That is why many will use the Sabbath to try to make more money and this is very 

sad. That is why many Christians do not tithe, because a spirit of money has grabbed 

a hold of their hearts. 

 

Money in itself has no power, but only what mankind gives to it, as it is not even 

linked to the gold standard any longer. This means that money is just a piece of paper 

and the only value it has is what you put to that piece of paper.  

 

So money is there to serve us and not to be our master. Money is there to help build 

the Kingdom of God and not just our kingdoms. 

 

Lots of people do not have a proper perspective when it comes to money, and because 

of this they never ever experience any major financial breakthrough in their lives.  

Some people feel deep down they are taking money from others. They believe that 

when they get money, then the person they got the money from has lost money, and 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 6:24). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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that is not the case.  

 

Do you believe that you can make money honorably or do you think when you get 

money that you took money from another human being? If you think like this you will 

never have financial breakthrough in your life.  

 

Let me explain this to you by doing a practical illustration. 

 

I made a wooden communion tray or would you prefer me to say that some of my 

staff made it? I value it at R50 and could possibly get R100, but I would like R50. 

Would anyone in the congregation like to buy my communion tray for R50?  I've had 

__________ buy my communion trays for R50 and they are happy with the product 

they've received and I'm happy with the money that I received. This means that we've 

exchanged different items, but we are both winners and no one is a loser in the 

equation. 

 

This means that I made money through hard work and effort and I did it honourably 

and did not extort or take money by force or manipulation, but produced a product for 

another person who is now blessed by me serving them by making them a 

communion tray.   

 

May you never again think that you are taking money from another person and they 

are making a loss, but rather that you have served them and they are satisfied with 

your service and hence they gave you the money that you requested. 

 

Now before any of you say that I am making the house of God into a market place, 

please would you take back your money and I bless you with the communion tray. 

 

Now it cost me to make this tray and the person that got it for nothing was blessed by 

me serving them and making their world better. So I was not rewarded in monetary 

terms, but I was rewarded by their gratitude and tremendous thanks. 

 

1 Timothy 6:10 
10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 

have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 3 

 

One of the main reasons that God gives you the ability to accumulate financial wealth 

and gain money is so that you can expand the kingdom of God. If you do not help 

expand the kingdom of God with your finances, you are a wicked servant in the eyes 

of God and not a steward, but an owner and I believe you as a child of God will come 

under His judgment.  He then has the right to discipline you as His child and that He 

will do. 

 

                                                 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Ti 6:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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Those that do not tithe have yielded to a strong spirit of mammon in their lives and 

you will not receive a financial breakthrough till this is broken in your lives. 

 

God wanted money to serve us and His kingdom to reach other people. God wants us 

to use the money we get to serve Him and not to be selfish and only use it for our 

gain.   

 

May you also never think of serving God to get money but serve God because you 

love and adore him.  

 

May we change a perspective when it comes to money and no longer have a problem 

charging people for services rendered. 

 

3.  Money and serving are almost synonymous terms.  

 

Proverbs 16:11 
11 Honest scales and balances are from the LORD;  

all the weights in the bag are of his making. 4 

 

Deuteronomy 25:15–16 
15 You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live 

long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 16 For the LORD your God detests 

anyone who does these things, anyone who deals dishonestly. 5 

 

Would you please take out a 10 or 15 or 20 or 100 or 200 Rand note from your 

wallet? Can you tell me - did you acquire that by stealing it from or defrauding 

anyone in any way? 

 

ANSWER: No 

 

Well then you must have met the needs or desires of somebody else and in so doing 

made their lives happier and easier. This makes what you did righteous and beautiful 

in the sight of God and that is why you have the money in your wallet. 

 

Money is the result of serving others in a way that makes them see fit to give you 

money because they were happy with your service.  

 

Money is the result of serving another person. 

 

Making money comes from serving other people and meeting their needs. This means 

that you and I need to become obsessed with trying to find out how we can meet other 

people's needs and desires and then serve them in that way. Then you will enjoy life 

and grow financially. 

 

So being in business or being employed means that you are in some way serving and 

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 16:11). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Dt 25:15–16). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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meeting the needs of others or met their wants and in exchange they gave you money 

according to what you believe it is worth. 

 

In the church of Jesus Christ there should be no such thing as retirement.   The reason 

for this is that you then think that you no longer have to serve other people and this is 

not the case. We can never come to the point that we say, “Now I'm tired of doing 

something for others”, as this is the essence of retirement. 

 

If you think that making money is self-focused and self-centered then of course you 

are going to quit working, but if you realise it is the consequence of your serving the 

needs and wants of other people and therefore in return you’re given money for your 

service, then you will never retire. 

 

So to those of you that think you're retired, when did God say that you can stop 

serving and meeting the needs and wants of other people? Now if you are choosing to 

serve and meet the needs and wants of other people, but in exchange want no 

monetary reward or exchange, then that is your choice, but serving and meeting the 

needs of others should never end in our lives. 

 

Money is almost synonymous with serving in that we get money when we have 

served others and given them what they want and need which is a beautiful thing.  

 

4.  Money and our financial situation should never get us down. 

 

Hebrews 13:5 
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said,  

“Never will I leave you;  

never will I forsake you.”a6 

 

Are you larger than any financial situation you might find yourself in? 

 

ANSWER: Yes 

 

You have got to have a positive mental attitude that you are larger and more resilient 

than anything that is thrown on your path in life. If you have this attitude you will 

have the possibility of succeeding 4 to 5 times more than a pessimist. 

 

Dr. Sullicman did studies and found that pessimists are much more realistic and 

accurate than optimists. Optimists however think they do better than what is really the 

case and so push themselves to do even better. Those pessimists that are so accurate 

never push themselves and so instead it is the optimist that achieves 4 to 5 times more 

than the pessimist. The reason for this is that the pessimist always tends to play it safe 

and doesn’t push himself to greater heights. This just goes to show that the state of 

your mental outlook is essential to your financial wellbeing.  

 

                                                 
a Deut. 31:6 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 13:5). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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Luke 3:14 
14 Then some soldiers asked him, “And what should we do?”  

He replied, “Don’t extort money and don’t accuse people falsely—be content with 

your pay.” 7 

 

extort - to obtain from a person by force, intimidation, or undue or illegal power. 

 

God does not want us to get money by dishonest means or by forcing others to give us 

money, but rather through honest and righteous means, by serving others with what 

they want and need.  

 

So may we stop looking at our money and allow our financial situation to get us down 

but let us start looking for how we can serve others and in exchange we can get 

money for making their world a better place. 

 

There are literally thousands of business opportunities out there that you can pursue 

right now and all you have to do is ask God to open your eyes to the opportunities. 

May God open your eyes in Jesus’ Name.  

 

May we never look at our financial situation and allow it to evoke emotions within us, 

but rather look at how we can better serve others. 

 

Re-Cap: 

1.  Money and wealth are different terms. 

2.  Money and our perspective must change.  

3.  Money and serving are almost synonymous terms.  

4.  Money and our financial situation should never get us down. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 17 July 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible,  

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.   

All rights reserved. 
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