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Main Scripture: 

 

 Ecclesiastes 5:10 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Understanding the Difference between a Million, Billion and Trillion. 

 

Sadly, many of us do not realize the vast difference between a million, a billion and a 

trillion. So let me show you the difference in a fun way. 

 

How long ago was one million seconds? 

 

ANSWER: 12 Days ago. 

 

How long ago was one billion seconds? 

 

ANSWER: 32 years ago. 

 

How long ago was one trillion seconds? 

 

ANSWER: 32 000 years ago (rounded form exactly 31 689). 

 

Remember that life is not about money, but about emotions, so make sure that you 

enjoy life and what you have and be grateful for what you have and don’t abuse what 

you have been entrusted with. 

 

My title this morning: Being prosperous or not is in your hands. 

 

I think that some Christians object to a title like that.  However, most of the 
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millionaires and billionaires that I know of do not serve God. What I am trying to 

show you is that if you do things according to God’s principles even if you don’t 

serve Him, you will become financially well off. 

 

So yes, being prosperous or not is completely in your hands. 

   

1. Change your mindset, by reprograming it now.  
 

Jeremiah 29:11 

11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 

 

The mind plays an important role.  The blue prints in your mind will affect your 

financial outcome. If you think like a poor man you will never walk into riches. There 

are a lot of mental files that are holding you captive to a spirit of poverty. So choose 

to re-program your mind right now. 

 

Wrong mental files need to be destroyed and we need to reprogram them with the 

correct files to make us think correctly. 

 

May you right now choose to take control of your money and secure your financial 

future.  

 

When I look into the future, it’s so bright it burns my eyes.  

Oprah Winfrey 

 

Stop focusing on that which is out of your control such as your past, poverty, your 

occupation, others’ expectations, your bank balance, the economy, your job situation 

etc. Choose to change the way you think right now so that you can change your life 

forever. Stop saying things that limit the possibility of your achieving greater things 

in your life.  It is said that 80% of success in life is psychology and 20% mechanics, 

so get to work on your psychology and then just follow what you learn in this 

financial course and you will be on your way to financial freedom. Let us no longer 

tolerate excuses from ourselves and limiting belief systems and fearful statements. So 

stop the story of limitations in your life and embrace the story of endless opportunities 

and start to dream and dream big. Look for ways that you can do more and serve more 

effectively and become better and better at what you do so that your value increases. 

So begin to add value to what you do.  

 

It is our decisions in life that determine our future and not the conditions we live in 

presently.  

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

May we allow our disappointments to propel us to greater heights and not to defeat 

us.  

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Remember that you pay people according to their value. Anyone can dig a hole and 

you do not need any learning.  However, for someone to teach you how to make 

millions in your lifetime is much more valuable a skill. Who would you be willing to 
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pay more money to today?  Begin to grow and add value to who you are and what you 

can do and the value you can add to other people’s lives and you will become more 

valuable.  

 

The only person you should try to be better than is the person you were yesterday.  

Anonymous  

 

Look at ways that you can add value to the business or company that you are working 

for because that makes you more valuable.  

 

All men dream, but not equally. 

T. E. Lawrence 

 

So dream beyond your imagination and get to work and change your life and others’ 

for the good forever.  

 

In America during the 2008 financial crash 2,3 million people lost their jobs and 

unemployment peaked to 10%. There were some portions of America that were down 

25%, but for those earning $100 000 per year or more, the unemployment rate was 

only 1%. This means that you need to make sure that you add value to yourself every 

day because the more valuable you become, the more secure you will be financially in 

life.  

 

Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value. 

Albert Einstein 

 

In the marketplace you are paid for your value and not for your time.  

 

Look at ways that you can add value to the business or company that you are working 

for, because that makes you more valuable.  

 

There is the possibility that in the next 20 years, about half of the jobs in South Africa 

and around the world will become automated, because of the rising costs of labour 

and their inefficiency. There are thousands of new inventions that have never been 

invented and jobs that we do not even know about that will be here in 20 years’ time. 

Let’s start thinking out of the box and help develop and create jobs and opportunities 

for ourselves and others.  

 

There is only one thing that makes a dream impossible to achieve: the fear of 

failure.  

Paulo Coelho 

 

Stop just managing your circumstances and start creating the life that you dream of 

for yourself. Start today and choose to create a different future for your old age.  

Remember that where ever focus goes, energy flows. May you put some energy into 

your dream about your financial future.   

 

There was once upon a time this man who invented the chess board. The king was so 

impressed that he said, “Ok just name your price and I will pay you for this amazing 

invention.” So the guy said. “ All you have to do is just give me one grain of rice and 
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place it on the first block of the chess board and then double it every time on every 

successive square and so forth for the 64 squares.”  Who of you would have agreed to 

that “bargain”? 

 

Can you guess how many grains of rice that it ended up amounting to in the end at the 

64th square? 

 

ANSWER: 18,446,744,073,709,551,615 

 

Do you now see the power of just doubling every time and only 64 times?   

 

Now you can see it is actually very easy to become a millionaire over time.  

 

 
 

 

2. Change your spending habits and invest the difference.  
 

Proverbs 13:11 

11 Dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers money little by little makes 

it grow. 

 

It’s not how much you earn that counts, as much as how you manage that which you 

earn.  

 

Financial independence is obtainable to anyone who learns the fundamentals of 

investments at a young enough age and decides to apply this incredibly 

important principle. 

 

It is better to have a hen tomorrow than an egg today. 
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GNOMOLOGIA Thomas Fuller 1732 

 

If we will establish God’s Word as our financial guide, then we will be prosperous 

and successful. 

 

If you can count it, then you are not rich, so start to dream big.  

 

Let us say you spend R40/week on coldrinks, making this R2080/year. At an 8% 

return over 40 years it comes to a total of R500 000. So your coldrink habit has cost 

you a half a million rand. 

 

The earlier your start, the bigger your nest egg will be. 

(Assumes 10% annual rate of return) 

 
Daily 

Investment 

Monthly 

Investment 

10 years 20 years 30 years 40 years 50 years 

R5 R150 R30727 R113,905 R339,073 R948,612 R2,598,659 

R10 R300 R61453 R227,811 R678,146 R1,897,224 R5,197,317 

R15 R450 R92180 R341,716 R1,017,220 R2,845,836 R7,795,976 

R20 R600 R122907 R455,621 R1,356,293 R3,794,448 R10,394,634 

R30 R900 R184360 R683,432 R2,034,439 R5,691,672 R15,591,952 

R40 R1200 R245814 R911,243 R2,712,586 R7,588,895 R20,789,269 

R50 R1500 R307267 R1,139,053 R3,390,732 R9,486,119 R25,986,586 

 

Where can you cut some unnecessary spending and invest that money for life?  You 

will never ever regret that decision, because it will end up making you financially 

secure and maybe financially free.  

 

3. Change your ingredients in your recipe to become financially rich. 
 

Proverbs 22:7 

7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender.  

 

To become wealthy, you need basically three things: -  

 

1. The knowledge of what to do and; 

2. The discipline to practise the things to be done. 

3. The asset allocation percentages. 

 

Most people settle for a lot less than what they can have, but why is this? 

Nearly everybody battles to live off their salary, no matter what it is and the reason 

for this is that we spend right up to our earnings, irrespective of the amount. 

 

To become wealthy involves being disciplined with your finances and this is not 

always easy. 

 

Start off by putting away a certain amount of your income for unexpected 

emergencies. If this is not done, money has to be borrowed to cope and this money 

plus the interest (cost of borrowing money) has to be paid back and this ends up 

killing you financially.  
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According to Tony Robbins, America is in debt for over $17.3 trillion and close to 

$100 trillion in unfunded (not paid for yet!) liabilities with Social Security and 

Medicare.1 

 

The only way to pay off this debt is by upping the taxes so that the debt can slowly be 

serviced and eventually killed.  However this is not going to happen very easily, 

because people kick against this excessive expense. 

 

You will always get what you tolerate so do not tolerate paying high fees on your 

retirement annuities or any investment that you may make. Stop allowing them to 

syphon off money on high fees to the benefit of someone else. Stop paying 

unnecessary fees and taxes that are not necessary.  

 

4. Change your financial future today by planning now.  
 

Psalms 20:4 

May he give you the desire of your heart 

and make all your plans succeed. 

 

You need to determine where you are and where you want to get to so that you can 

work out a plan to get to where you want to be. Stop being immature and putting your 

head in the sand and not facing the facts.  

 

If you intend to retire at the age of 65 what should you aim to save according to your 

final annual salary? 

 

Answer: No not 2 times or 5 times but 10 times. 

 

Financial freedom and financial independence are different to wealth and we need to 

have a clear understanding of this difference. 

 

Emergency/protection fund 

 

We all need to work towards having an emergency/protection fund. This is where 

you put away some money that is accessible at any time that you may require for 

emergencies. This should be anything between 3 to 12 times your monthly expenses. 

Once you have a large nest egg then this will no longer be necessary, but is a great 

starting point. The best is probably to put this kind of money into a money market 

fund where you earn interest and it is easily accessible. 

 

Formula for financial independence.  

 

1.  Spend less than you earn and invest the difference. 

2.  Continue to invest and allow compounded growth to take effect. 

3.  Keeping investing till you reach a critical mass of investment capital that 

creates the income you want. 

                                                 
1 Tony Robbins, Money: Master the Game, 7 Simple Steps to Financial Freedom, 
Pg. 149  
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3 sets of financial goals: 

 

 Short term goals. 
 Medium term goals. 
 Long-term goals. 

 

5 Financial positions to dream about.  

 

1. Financial security. 
2. Financial vitality. 
3. Financial independence.  
4. Financial Freedom. 
5. Absolute Financial Freedom.  

 

It takes as much energy to wish as it does to plan. 

Eleanor Roosevelt  

 

3 Levels of Financial Dreams: 
 

1.  Financial Security. 

 Housing – rent or bond repayment. 

 Utilities – Gas, electricity, water, phone. 

 Cars & transportation. 

 Food. 

 Basic Entertainment 

 Insurance.  

 

Security bucket allocation: 

 Cash for 2-6 months to cover overheads. 

 Fixed income investments.  

 Pension fund. 

 Insurance. 

 Home 

 

2.  Financial Independence. 

You don’t have to work and everything is covered.  

 

3. Financial Freedom. 

You don’t have to work and everything you can think of is covered.  

 

Why do you invest? 

 

Remember that it does not matter where we start in life, but it is where we finish that 

counts.  

 

The reason that you invest is so that you will have an income for life without having 

to work for that income, because that income is working for you.  
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If you don’t know where you are going, every road will get you nowhere.  

Henry Kissinger 

 

Now tell me what is your plan of action and I want to see the blueprint.  

 

 

Kites rise highest against the wind, not with it. 

Winston Churchill 

 

Investing is all about having the freedom of choice financially when you are old and 

living life on your terms and not others’ terms. Believe you me if you don’t begin to 

create a passive income, you will not have this privilege when you are old.  

 

 If you have not yet done this planning, you must start today. You must complete your 

financial picture now and then create a plan or road map on how you are going to get 

to your destination.  

 

The best way to speed up your plan is to save more and then invest those savings so 

that you get compounded growth.  

 

Most people don’t want to live off a budget, but you have to at least have a spending 

and saving and investment plan in place. 

 

6. Change your asset allocation slowly, but surely.  
 

The greatest key to financial freedom is not what you earn, but what you keep, save 

and invest.  

 

The single most important skill of a successful investor is asset allocation and that is 

all about how to divide up your money and where to invest the money. 

 

When it comes to asset allocation all of the experts will tell you, “Location! 

Location! Location!” and when it comes to reducing risk it is “Diversification! 

Diversification! Diversification!” 

 

Many people say that ignorance is bliss. This is not true because your ignorance will 

come back to bite you and cause you major pain and poverty especially in the 

financial world.  

 

There is no truth in the fact that you have to take major risks to become financially 

free.  In this world today most things are a risk, but when you go into a well 

calculated risk with good advice, you will do very well and in most cases 

exceptionally well financially. 

 

May you not choose to speculate with your hard earned money, but rather get the 

right advice and put the right strategies in place.  

 

How to ensure great financial returns: 

 

1. Asset allocation. 
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2. Diversification. 
3. Tax efficiency. 

 

How to speed up your financial freedom goal: 

 

1. Save more monthly and invest it.  
2. Earn more money and invest it. 
3. Reduce all fees and taxes and invest it.  

 

Number of Years to Double Your Investment Value  

Based on Percentage Rate of Return. 

(Achieved by the rule of 72) 

 

Rate of return Years to double your money 

30% 2.4 

29% 2.48 

28% 2.57 

27% 2.66 

26% 2.77 

25% 2.88 

24% 3 

23% 3.13 

21% 3.42 

20% 3.60 

19% 3.80 

18% 4.00 

17% 4.20 

16% 4.50 

15% 4.80 

14% 5.10 

13% 5.50 

12% 6.00 

11% 6.50 

10% 7.20 

9% 8.00 

8% 9.00 

7% 10.20 

6% 12.00 

5% 14.40 

4% 18.00 

3% 24.00 

2% 36.00 

1% 72.00 

 

 

The S&P 500 from 1926 to 2010 had a 12.01% average annual return which means 

that you double your money every 6 years and bonds will take about double this time.  
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My favorite things in life don’t cost any money. 

It’s really clear that the most precious resource we all have is time.  

Steve Jobs 

 

Never test the depth of the river with both feet.  

Warren Buffett 

 

Asset allocation is the most important investment decision you can make in your life. 

For you to become rich is one thing, but to stay rich is another and this is why asset 

allocation is so important. This is more than just diversification because it is about 

dividing up your money into different classes and types of investments according to 

specific proportions or percentages. This is dependent upon your goals, needs and risk 

tolerance and stage of life. Spreading your money decreases your risk and increases 

your upside returns over time and helps you not to stress. If you apply this wisdom 

you will be insuring that you follow the old adage “Don’t put all your eggs in one 

basket.” 
 

This will set you apart from 99% of investors if you stick to this plan.  

 

Good people sometimes do the right investments, but at the wrong time and this costs 

them dearly, so go and get counsel before you invest and don’t just do it blindly. 

 

Do you want to thrive or do you want to survive? 

 

This means that you have to choose carefully how you intend to invest your hard 

earned money.  Asset allocation is an art and not a science, because the idea of 

security is totally subjective.  
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My title this morning: Being prosperous or not is in your hands. 

 

1. Change your mindset, by reprograming it now.    
2. Change your spending habits and invest the difference.  
3. Change your ingredients to become financially rich. 
4. Change your financial future today by planning now. 
5. Change your asset allocation slowly, but surely.  

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 23 July 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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