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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 14:28 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 

the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 1 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

Who of you after last week’s sermon are more content than you have ever been? A 

friend said that that sermon changed his life in that every point challenged him, and 

he has chosen to make changes in his life.  What about you? I pray that this series is 

going to change your life for good and forever. Amen.  

 

The reason that I am carrying on with this series and am not going to stop till the 

penny has dropped is that I want all of you to walk in financial freedom and 

especially your children and your children’s children so that we as God’s people do 

not live in lack but rather in abundance. 

 

Our Gets,  

Our Gifts,  

Our God, 

Our Goals.  

 

TITLE: Setting Financial Goals – Part 7 

 

Now setting goals is where we define or design our financial future. God gave us 

desires and dreams and has a greater hope and a future for us, but unless we believe 

this, we will never walk in financial freedom. 

 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Lk 14:28). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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The opposite of courage is not fear. It is conformity.        Earl Nightingale 

Stop conforming your life to the rest of this world, but start to hear from God and run 

after your dreams.  

 

I would like to be able to say to you; “well your goals should be simple”: 

 

 
 

1 John 5:14 
14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything 

according to his will, he hears us.2 

 

There are many things in life that we say we should do, but that is not the same as 

saying these are the things that we must do. As a Christian you must go to church, and 

must have it on your should do list in life. Likewise, when it comes to finances many 

think they should have a financial goal and plan in place, but that is not the truth 

because we actually must have this in place. Now we know we must have this in place 

right? Ok watch this now carefully! How many of you have written financial goals in 

place that you revise every year? 

 

Do you see that the sad thing is that we know that we must have them in place, but we 

don’t do anything about them because it is just a “should” in our lives and not a 

“must”. 

 

For an extraordinary life you have to have an extraordinary mindset and most of us 

are too ill disciplined to get this right or believe it is a waste of time. However today 

this is going to change. Amen! We are all going to put an action plan into place that 

will set us on the road to financial freedom and success.  

 

Psalm 37:4 
4 Delight yourself in the LORD  

and he will give you the desires of your heart. 3 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Jn 5:14). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ps 37:4). Grand Rapids, MI: 

1.  Buy what you need. 

2.  Save what you can. 

3.  Give what is right. 

4.  Enjoy what is left.  
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Life will give you whatever you ask of it. 

Tony Robbins 

 

So what is your action plan for life and what are you asking of life or, even 

better, what are you asking of God??? 

 

When you decide that you intend to drive to the town of Pofadder do you not put 

specific coordinates into a GPS in order to take you to your desired destination, which 

is Pofadder, or do you just get in and drive? No you put in the specific place that you 

are wanting to go and the way that you are wanting to get there, because if you don’t 

know how to get there, you need to do your homework in order to get to your 

destination.  

 

Now can you tell me please, why is it that so few of us have specific goals or a 

destination that we want to get to with regards to our finances by a specific time, and 

instead just carry on aimlessly in life with our finances?  This is just crazy and very 

sad because it means that most of us will never arrive at the destination that we desire 

because we don’t have a clear road map on how to get to that point. 

 

You cannot expect your money to get you to a place of financial freedom without 

giving instructions and directions on the way you want your money to go. Let us all 

from this day forth no matter what age, put a plan of action in place and teach our 

families to do the same. If you don’t want to teach them, then direct them to this 

series on the Haenertsburg Christian Church YouTube Video Channel, as this could 

be one of the greatest gifts or inheritance that you can give to your family.  

 

A research study was done in 1979 on new graduates from Harvard’s MBA Program 

and they found the following: 

 

• 84% had no specific goals at all. 

• 13% had goals, but they were not committed to paper. 

• 3% had clear written goals and a plan to accomplish those goals. 

 

Ten years later in 1989, the researchers again interviewed the graduates of that class 

and you will never believe the results: 

 

 The 13% of the class who had goals were earning, on average, twice as 
much as the 84 percent who had no goals at all. 

 Now what is even more amazing it that the 3% of the class that had clear 
written goals were earning, on average, ten times as much as the 
other 97 percent put together. 

 

This then goes to show that not putting your goals on paper and a plan to 

accomplish them, is extremely foolish and will severely harm your financial 

future.  
So join the 3% of Harvard MBAs and make ten times what others are making by 

writing down your goals and putting an action plan in place.  

                                                 

Zondervan. 
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I trust that I have now got across the importance of now putting these goals on paper 

today and stopping making excuses and delaying this important task. 

 

We must never forget that: 

 

 
 

That is why there is the saying that says, “wishful thinking will get you nowhere.” 

We have got to do something about our wishes and the first thing it to put a goal in 

place and then an action plan. 

 

Setting goals is the first step into turning the invisible into the visible. 

Tony Robbins  

 

You will only hit what you aim at, on condition that you fire the trigger.  

        Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Do all of you cook? 

 

If you don’t know how to cook something then you go and get a recipe with the 

necessary ingredients and then you follow the instructions. Only then will you, 

hopefully, be guaranteed of getting the end product or food that you desire.  

 

So it is possible to take your pie in the sky dream and bring it into reality if you will 

take it and get the recipe and then follow it with immediate effect.  

 

Remember that you never start with the numbers, but you start with the vision 

and then you can look at the numbers after the vision is in place.  

 

Unless you set financial goals you will just drift along in life aimlessly with no 

direction. 
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So if you have determined to set financial goals it will give you a focal point in your 

life for your money and help you achieve them and make your life more exciting as 

you see them come about and become a reality. 

 

For you to be successful, one of the best things that you can do in life is to set goals.  

 

Philippians 3:14 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward 

in Christ Jesus. 4 

 

This just goes to show that there is a direct relationship between goal setting and 

accomplishment. Setting goals is a part of good planning and ultimate success.  

 

Most people live for the moment and you are welcome to do the same, but you will 

pay a very high price when you are old for that choice.  Conversely, you will be able 

to enjoy life with ease if you put goals into place. Those that are wise think and plan 

for the future, so choose to be wise.  

 

Luke 14:28 
28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate 

the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? 5 

 

If you are in financial trouble it is most likely that you have had no plan and that you 

have followed no principles related to finances. That is not a problem, but if you don’t 

learn from your mistakes and make the necessary changes, then that is a serious 

problem. 

 

Financial plans without budgets are like Sundays without sermons. 

Unknown 

 

If you came to church and you never got equipped for the work of the ministry then 

you would know that something is amiss. 

 

There is only a tiny percentage of the population that has a financial plan in writing 

and this is why most people battle financially. This is what is amiss in their lives and 

you have the golden opportunity of changing this today. 

 

The first thing that any person that is out of school should do is set up a budget. This 

will insure that you avoid financial problems in life. So setting up a budget is one of 

your most important livable goals and then go and make sure that you stick to it as far 

as possible.  

 

You see if you have a budget it will help you set spending priorities and determine 

what you can actually afford, and eliminate your spending on wants that you cannot 

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Php 3:14). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Lk 14:28). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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afford at that point in time in your life. It will determine what kind of car you can 

drive and what house you can rent or buy. Yes I know that it can seem a little bit 

restrictive, but can also be very liberating especially in the long term when you see 

the results or the fruit of your discipline. 

 

Let's begin setting clear financial goals.  

 

1. Make your goals SMART. 

 
 

2. Make your goals fixed to a time limit that is prioritized. 

 

You need to have short-term, medium-term, long-term and distant goals. 

 

I have put a form together that will be given to you now that will help you a little 

along the way. We will also put it on our website, but you will need to pay to 

download this form so that it can help us with the cost of our YouTube, as we are not 

getting any donations and it must start paying for itself, and yes I think that my time 

has some value. So go and download this form, as it will be worth every cent I 

guarantee you. 

 

My Financial Goals for Life. 
 

Step 1: Short term (1-2 years) 

 
Goal 

(Specific) 

Total Cost 

(Measurable) 

Monthly 

Commitment 

(Attainable) 

Way to Reach 

(Relevant) 

 

Target date 

(Timely) 

Get on a budget     

Specific	
It	must	state	exactly	what	you	want	to	achieve.	

Measurable	
It	must	be	able	to	be	measured	along	the	way.	

A ainable	
It	must	be	within	reach.	

Relevant	
It	must	be	realis c	for	you	to	accomplish.	

Timely	
It	must	have	a	specific	 meframe.	

S	

M

A	

R	

T	

SMART	Financial	Goals	Se ng	

Copyright	©	2016	Dr.	Ian	Loughor-Clarke.	All	Rights	Reserved	
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Pay off debt (credit card)   Cut back on dining out.  

Start saving R100 R833 Open a high interest saving account 21 Aug 2017 

Create an emergency fund R10 000 R556 Cancel DSTV subscription.  

Save for a vacation. R48 000 R4000   

Invest to cover x1 annual 

pay 

    

Draw up a will     

 

Step 2: Medium term (3-5 years) 

 
Goal 

(Specific) 

Total Cost 

(Measurable) 

Monthly 

Commitment 

(Attainable) 

Way to Reach 

(Relevant) 

 

Target date 

(Timely) 

Emergency fund 3-6 

months 

    

Pay off car     

Buy stock or a business     

Renovation of home     

Invest in Stocks      

Invest in pension fund     

Re-evaluate your will     

 

Step 3: Long term (5-10 years) 

 
Goal 

(Specific) 

Total Cost 

(Measurable) 

Monthly 

Commitment 

(Attainable) 

Way to Reach 

(Relevant) 

 

Target date 

(Timely) 

Paying off bond     

College education fund for 

children 
 

    

Purchase a house   Passive income  

Save for retirement R500k    

Diversify your portfolio     

Re-evaluate your will     

 

Step 4: Distant term (10-20 years) 

 
Goal 

(Specific) 

Total Cost 

(Measurable) 

Monthly 

Commitment 

(Attainable) 

Way to Reach 

(Relevant) 

 

Target date 

(Timely) 

Create retirement income   Investment return  

Increase retirement fund     

Pay off your house     

Own a holiday house - sea     

8x your salary saved - retire     

Re-evaluate your will     

 

Then you can have priorities that are extremely high, high, medium, low or very low.  

 

Those of you that are more digital can look at apps like: 

 

 Remember the milk. 
 Asana – For teams to track their results. 
 Personal Capital. 
 Money dance. 
 Sage one money. 
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3. Make your goals viewable. 

 

Print them out and place it in your office where you can see it at any time. Review 

this at least twice a year and make updates as you see fit.  

 

On July 4, 1952, Florence Chadwick waded into the Pacific Ocean off Catalina 

Island. Her goal? Swim to the California coast. The fog was so thick she could barely 

see the boats accompanying her. After fifteen hours she gave up, despite her trainer 

telling her she was close to the coastline. But all she could see was fog, and she quit—

only a half-mile from her goal. Later she said, “I’m not excusing myself, but if I could 

have seen the land, I might have made it.”   Two months later, on a day with no fog, 

she did.6 

If you do not have a goal and a plan that you work to, you will give up before you 

reach your destination.  However you can achieve you dream if you will just put it on 

paper and pull the trigger as you slowly, but surely work towards achieving your goal.  

 

When you have a defined purpose and plan with your income you are more likely to  

take action and you will be more committed to getting there in the allotted time span. 

 

Proverbs 14:24 
24 The wealth of the wise is their crown,  

but the folly of fools yields folly. 7 

Let us begin to define our financial goals one step at a time and watch what God does 

through you and in your finances! 

 

You need to see your goals as the foundation for your financial plan.  

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

4. Make your goals in order to control your spending habits. 

 

You might need to change certain habits to achieve your goals & keeps you focused. 

 

                                                 
6 David Jeremiah, Turning Point Daily Devotional, 01-21-2006. 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 14:24). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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Your finances will go where you force them to go. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke  

 

Please don’t now just go and sit on this information, but go and do something about it 

tomorrow and then work to ensure that you achieve your goals and you will thank 

yourself in years to come. This I can guarantee you. 

 

Procrastination is one of the greatest hindrances to financial goal setting so stop 

putting it off and get it done today or tomorrow. I have given you a piece of paper that 

will guide you, so use it, as that paper could mean the difference between having 

millions in years to come, or nothing.  

 

Wisdom will lead you into prosperity, but foolish decisions will lead to poverty so 

make the wise decision today and put your goals on paper and then work towards 

achieving them all.  

 

Proverbs 3:5–6 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart  

and lean not on your own understanding;  
6 in all your ways acknowledge him,  

and he will make your paths straight. 8 

 

Let us pray 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 21 August 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

                                                 
8 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 3:5–6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 

Asset	Alloca on	

Cash	Flow	Planning	

Giving	Planning	

Saving	Planning		

Investment	Planning	

Insurance	Planning	

Children's	Futrue	Planning	

Tax	Planning	

Re rement	Planning	
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