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Main Scripture: 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NKJV) 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come dunless the falling 

away comes first, and ethe man of 2sin is revealed, fthe son of perdition, 4 who opposes 

and gexalts himself habove all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits 
3as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.1 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 
 

I am going to disrupt and upset some of your theological beliefs today, but that is 

okay because we want our beliefs to be in line with the Word of God and not with 

books we have read or sermons we may have heard. Amen. 

 

Do we all believe and agree that the Bible is the Word of God and our final authority? 

 

Amen. 

 

We are going to read what the Bible says and believe what the Bible says and not read 

the Bible based on what you have read in books or possibly been taught by others.  

 

So we are going to allow the Bible to speak and submit to what it says and not let 

anything get in the way of God's truth coming through. 

                                                 
d 1 Tim. 4:1 
e Dan. 7:25; 8:25; 11:36; 2 Thess. 2:8; Rev. 13:5 
2 NU lawlessness 
f John 17:12 
g Is. 14:13, 14; Ezek. 28:2 
h 1 Cor. 8:5 
3 NU omits as God 
1 The New King James Version. (1982). (2 Th 2:3–4). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 



1. All those that do the will of God are going to heaven 
 

So you ask me if I am trying to advocate a works gospel? Most certainly not, because 

we are saved by grace and grace alone through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and not 

through works. You should be very clear about this fact and if you know me and have 

sat under my teachings, you will know this to be the case. 

 

However, there has come a time that we need to be very careful with advocating a 

grace gospel where good works count for nothing. We need to understand that God 

expects us to do good works prepared in advance for us to do. You see it is our works 

that will really show if we love God or not.  

 

Let us read this passage of Scripture before anyone gets upset with me. 

 

Matthew 7:23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on 

that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out 

demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 

you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 2 

 

Here Jesus is saying that only those that do the will of His father will enter the 

kingdom of Heaven and now I presume no one has a problem with my first point. 

 

Jesus also said that you will have prophets that prophesy in His name and those that 

exorcise Demons in His name and perform miracles in His name; however they will 

not be entering the kingdom of heaven. 

 

The reason for this is that they preached the gospel for selfish gain and not from pure 

motives. You see to say you know God means absolutely nothing because what really 

counts is that God knows you. So my question to you is: does God know you 

intimately? 

 

evildoers - ἀνομία anomia; from 459; lawlessness:—lawless deed3 and it means to 

behave with complete disregard for the laws or regulations of a society4 

 

Evildoer thus means those so called Christians that disregard the laws and regulations 

of the Christian faith. Like you don’t have to keep the Sabbath Holy and you don’t 

have to go to church services etc. Already many so-called Christians are saying that 

you do not need to go to church services, which is completely and totally against the 

teachings of Scripture. Not just because you're forsaking the gathering of the brethren, 

but you're not being equipped by the five-fold ministry. Also where would you tithe 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 7:21–23). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
3 Thomas, R. L. (1998). New American Standard Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek 

dictionaries: updated edition. Anaheim: Foundation Publications, Inc. 
4 Louw, J. P., & Nida, E. A. (1996). Greek-English lexicon of the New Testament: 

based on semantic domains (electronic ed. of the 2nd edition. Vol. 1, p. 757). New 

York: United Bible Societies. 



to and help finance the church? O but those people would all also ignorantly try to say 

that tithing is an Old Testament Law and I am not willing to waste time on this as you 

can go and listen to teaching on YouTube where I explain this clearly. 

 

You see we are going into a time where more and more wrong and false teachings are 

going to be taught and people will be deceived and choose to follow these heretical 

teachings, because they are convenient. People want to serve God on their term and 

not according to the Scriptures and it is frightening.   

 

2 John 6 
6 And this is love: that we walk in obedience to his commands. As you have heard 

from the beginning, his command is that you walk in love. 5 

 

So if you obey the Word of God, then you truly love God and are walking in true 

love. 

 

Now our salvation is not based on works, but grace. However, you are still called to 

obey God because this shows whether you love Him or not.  

 

So remember that only those that do the will of God are going to heaven. 

 

2. All those whose names are written in the book of life are going 
to heaven 

 
Rev 20:15 
15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the 

lake of fire. 6 

 

Now the only way to ensure that your name is written in the Lamb’s book of life is 

that you are born again, for if you are not born again, you cannot enter the kingdom of 

heaven.  

 

Phil 4:3 
3 Yes, and I ask you, loyal yokefellow,a help these women who have contended at my 

side in the cause of the gospel, along with Clement and the rest of my fellow workers, 

whose names are in the book of life. 7 

 

Those that work at ensuring that the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ advances and 

work hard at serving God and others are true Christians and will be recognised by 

their works. However it is not a works gospel that we promote. 

 

Now the million dollar question or actually I should say the 1 cent question is “can 

                                                 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Jn 6). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Re 20:15). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
a Or loyal Syzygus 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Php 4:3). Grand Rapids, MI: 
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you lose your salvation” or “can you have your name removed from the book of 

life???” 

 

Revelation 3:5 
5 He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his 

name from the book of life, but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his 

angels.8 

 

Blot out means rub out or erase, meaning that the name must have been in the book of 

life at salvation.  Why would Jesus use the word remove or blot out if you could never 

lose your salvation or have your name removed from the book of life? This Scripture 

in itself shows that you can lose your salvation and can have your name removed 

from the book of life.  

 

All those whose names are written in the book of life are going to heaven. 

 

3. All those that believe that once saved always saved have been 
deceived 

 

It is like saying that I believe once you are married you are always married and can 

never get a divorce. Well yes I believe that you should not get divorced, but if your 

spouse chooses to reject you and divorce you, then you have no option but to accept 

that your previous belief system was wrong. You see divorce is a very real thing just 

like rejecting God is a very real thing. You even have preachers of the gospel that are 

anti-Christ.  

 

Ezekiel 18:24 
24 “But if a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and does the 

same detestable things the wicked man does, will he live? None of the righteous 

things he has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of 

and because of the sins he has committed, he will die. 9 

 

Here this Scripture talks about a righteous man that turns away from his righteous 

ways and begins to live a life of sin. It goes so far as saying that none of the righteous 

things he did in the past will be remembered. It says that he will die, meaning he will 

go to hell. I trust we all are in agreement with this very clear passage of Scripture. 

 

James 5:19 
19 My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring 

him back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of his way will 

save him from death and cover over a multitude of sins. 10 

 

If you read this in context, it is talking about a Christian that wanders from the truth 
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and then is brought back by another Christian.  This will save him from eternal 

damnation. 

 

This then clearly means that you can be a Christian and choose to wander from the 

truth and no longer serve God. 

 

Proverbs 21:16 
16 A man who strays from the path of understanding  

comes to rest in the company of the dead. 11 

Please can you explain to me where is the company of the dead? Now can you see 

that there is no such thing as once saved always saved because we have to 

continuously work out our salvation with fear and trembling and not ride on the so 

called grace of God? There is no grace for someone that is not known by God.  

 

If you stray from the faith, you are called an apostate, which is someone that chooses 

to walk away from the faith and turn their back on Christ Jesus. They are choosing to 

divorce themselves from God and will not enter the kingdom of heaven and hence 

they will go to hell. 

 

All those that believe that once saved always saved have been deceived. 

 

4. All those shepherds whose hearts are not pure before God will 
go to hell 

 

There was once upon a time this guy that broke into a house any suddenly heard 

someone say, “I see you and Jesus also sees you.” The burglar saw that it was a parrot 

and so did not pay much attention and carried on climbing through the broken 

window. 

 

The parrot again said “I see you and Jesus sees you too.” 

 

 
 

The burglar chose to just ignore the bird and climbed inside the house when he 
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suddenly heard the parrot say, "I see you and Jesus sees you. Attack Jesus, attack.” 

 

Suddenly a Doberman pinscher came running around the corner and begins to maul 

the thief. 

 

 
 

Please note that this is a different Jesus to the Jesus of apostasy which is far worse 

than Jesus the Doberman pinscher. The reason for this is that you can heal from a bite 

from a Doberman pinscher, but if you believe in the Jesus of apostasy you have a 

false counterfeit gospel and a counterfeit salvation. Sadly many people are deceived 

and are believing teaching taught by demons and not based soundly on the Word of 

God.  

 

 Luke 12:41–46 
41 Peter asked, “Lord, are you telling this parable to us, or to everyone?”  
42 The Lord answered, “Who then is the faithful and wise manager, whom the master 

puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance at the proper time? 43 It 

will be good for that servant whom the master finds doing so when he returns. 44 I tell 

you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions. 45 But suppose the servant 

says to himself, ‘My master is taking a long time in coming,’ and he then begins to beat 

the menservants and maidservants and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of 

that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not 

aware of. He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.12 

 

Those that are found doing what God has called them to do when Jesus returns will be 

given even greater responsibility, but those that are doing their own thing will be 

going to hell with unbelievers.  

 

Jude 11–13 
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11 Woe to them! They have taken the way of Cain; they have rushed for profit into 

Balaam’s error; they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion.  
12 These men are blemishes at your love feasts, eating with you without the slightest 

qualm—shepherds who feed only themselves. They are clouds without rain, blown 

along by the wind; autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead. 13 They are 

wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shame; wandering stars, for whom blackest 

darkness has been reserved forever. 13 

 

What all three of these men had in common is that they served God and then 

denounced Him through their evil deeds and reaped the consequences of their sins, 

which is eternal damnation.  

 

Cain, Balaam and Korah all had a relationship with the Lord at one time in their lives 

and the latter two were priests which makes it even worse. 

 

“They have taken the way of Cain”  

 

It is the way of giving offering to God with evil intent and not a pure heart. Many now 

give to God not out of a pure heart, but with a heart expecting a return.  

 

It is also the way of envy because Cain envied his brother because God rejected his 

sacrifice and accepted Abel’s. Cain was the eldest son of Adam and Eve. Today you 

have some that envy the gifts that God gave to faithful ministers and the success that 

follows their hard labour. They will even make YouTube video’s against them and 

this is just sick. 

 

It was also a way of hatred in that Cain hated his brother and killed him and now 

some speak hate towards men of God that do their best in ministering the gospel. 

Some kill physically or verbally those that truly love and serve God. Cain then 

became the first great criminal in that he murdered his brother Abel. What about you? 

Are you murdering other men of God by what you say about them? 

 

It is also a way without the presence of God where men separate themselves from the 

churches of God and forsake the assembling together. This is probably the greatest 

deception that you find in the church today. I guarantee you that if you are not faithful 

in attending church services then your children will not serve the Lord when they are 

grown ups. Some of you are already experiencing this as a reality in your life.  

 

“they have rushed for profit into Balaam’s error” -  

 

Balaam was covetous and had a love for money which is the root of all evil. Sadly 

there are some that are rushing into Christianity and preaching the gospel for financial 

gain and because of this they are going into heresy. Those that preach the gospel for 

selfish gain will go to hell that is for sure according to this Scripture.  

 

Balaam also led others into idolatry and sexual immorality because he was involved 

in that type of lifestyle. Sadly you find more and more ministers of the so-called 
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gospel that think it is fine to marry and divorce and marry and divorce and marry and 

divorce and live sexually immoral life styles. What kind of example are they setting? 

Idolatry and sexual immorality are wrong and you will never enter the kingdom of 

heaven if you promote this type of lifestyle.  

 

Revelation 2:14 
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to 

the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food 

sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality.14 

 

“they have been destroyed in Korah’s rebellion” –  

 

Korah began a revolution in opposition to Moses and spoke against him and Aaron. 

He was rude and arrogant and lacked respect for his leaders and rejected their 

authority and even contradicted or opposed them in what they said. Korah in so doing 

rejected the authority of God, because it was God that put Moses in authority.  

 

Korah also treated sacred ordinances with contempt (feeling that a thing is worthless 

or unimportant). Many people now feel that the Sabbath rest is worthless and 

corporate worship at a church on a Sunday is worthless.  However this is an ordinance 

that God put in place from the beginning.  

 

Korah was a prophet and priest of the Lord and worked under Aaron the High Priest, 

but he was assigned a place in the blackest of darkness because of his rebellion.  

 

These are people with all the outward appearance, but no inner substance and they are 

going to be going to hell.  

 

5. All those that believe that the falling away is still to come are 
mistaken 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 (NIV) 
3 Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the 

rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessnessa is revealed, the man doomed to 

destruction.15 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NKJV) 
3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come dunless the falling 

away comes first, and ethe man of 2sin is revealed, fthe son of perdition, 4 who opposes 
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and gexalts himself habove all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits 
3as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.16 

 

falling away - ἀποστασία apostasia; from 868; defection, revolt:—apostasy(1), 

forsake(1).17 

 

The word falling away and apostasy are synonymous terms and can be used 

interchangeably. 

 

There will be a falling away and I believe that tragically this is already in place and 

busy taking place this very moment in time. We are seeing more and more people 

thinking that they know better then the anointed men and woman of God that God put 

in place to equip His church for the work of the ministry. We are getting more and 

more people going to church as and when they feel like it and not based on an 

ordinance that is to be followed for all time. The tragedy of this is that those that live 

life thus will have children that will eventually not serve God. This I can guarantee.  

 

6. All those false teachers of “the gospel” are causing damage to 
Christianity. 

 

1 Timothy 4:1–3 

4 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and 

follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through 

hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They 

forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God 

created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the 

truth.18 

 

Do not listen to men or woman that teach things that are contrary to the Word of God. 

Just like the Roman Catholic Church that forbids its priests to marry. They are 

hypocritical liars and that is why many priests have been sexually immoral and caused 

damage to Christianity because some believe they are Christians. Sadly you do find 

some people that do really love God still under these hypocritical teachers, but I 

would not be involved with a sect like the Roman Catholic Church.  

 

All those false teachers of “the gospel” are causing damage to Christianity. 
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7. All those that make sure they do not fall away will go to 
heaven. 

 

Jude 20–25 
20 But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the 

Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.  
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 snatch others from the fire and save them; to 

others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted 

flesh.  

Doxology 

24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, 

majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and 

forevermore! Amen. 19 

 

All those that make sure they do not fall away will go to heaven. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 
1. All those that do the will of God are going to heaven. 

2. All those whose names are written in the book of life are going to heaven. 

3. All those that believe that once saved always saved, have been deceived. 

4. All those shepherds whose hearts are not pure before God will go to hell. 

5. All those that believe that the falling away is still to come are mistaken.  

6. All those false teachers of the gospel are causing damage to Christianity. 

7. All those that make sure they do not fall away will go to heaven.  

 

Conclusion: 
 

Make sure that you do not be deceived and fall away. 

 

Let us pray 

 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 16 October 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg 

Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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