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Main Scripture: 

 

Deuteronomy 21:18–21 

 18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother 

and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall 

take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say 

to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a 

profligate and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. 

You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

Last week while sharing on the truth of the pool of Bethesda, I was requested to share 

on a very misunderstood and very difficult passage of Scripture that is found in Old 

Testament and is found in Deuteronomy 21:18–21. 

 

Deuteronomy 21:18–21 

 18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother 

and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall 

take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say 

to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a 

profligate and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. 

You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 

 

Now there are many passages that you'll find in the Bible and especially in the Old 

Testament that unless you have done some Hermeneutics and Apologetics you'll find 

hard to understand. Now I would not by any means say that I am the great apologist, 

so please note I'm not trying to portray anything of the sort that I am a genius on the 

Bible, but rather just try to help you get to know God better and love Him more. I 

hope that I can bring clarity and understanding where there was possibly none in the 

past in this area and that you will end up loving God all the more. Also that you will 

be able to refute people that try their utmost to discredit God and the Scriptures. 

 



How many times do you read the Bible and then it sometimes feels that the Bible is 

contradiction its self? 

 

When this happens we have to realize that we are then misinterpreting the Scriptures. 

Just because we misinterpret the Scripture because of our small little minds does not 

mean that God and His Word is not true. If you think that the Bible contradicts itself 

then we have a problem with our interpretation and God is not the one that has the 

problem, but we do.  

 

The reason I say this is that God is the same yesterday, today and forever.  He does 

not change like you and I, but is stable and the same always. This means that we are 

not to look at Him as the problem, but rather ourselves as we are the problem in our 

trying to understand God.  

 

How many of you read a book halfway and then you understand the whole story??? 

 

Answer: No one! 

 

This is what happens with so many people in that they read a section of the Bible and 

then they foolishly say this is who God is, mean while they do not have the foggiest 

notion of who God is because they have never read the whole Book from beginning to 

end, namely the Bible. They read a small section and then try to interpret it based on a 

passage and not the whole story and hence totally misinterpret the meaning.  

 

This is the tragedy today in that most people read sections of the Bible and then 

incorrectly interpret what God is saying because they don’t know what other passages 

of Bible are saying and so they see God in an incorrect light. 

 

I would like us to have a look at a couple of Scriptures that can be a stumbling block 

unless we understand what the Scriptures really meant.  

 

1. Does God hate sin and the sinner? 

 

Psalm 5:5–6 
5 The arrogant cannot stand in your presence;  

you hate all who do wrong.  
6 You destroy those who tell lies;  

bloodthirsty and deceitful men  

the LORD abhors.  

 

1 John 4:8–9 
8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 

 

Now the Scriptures are still inspired even though you personally might think or it 

might seem to be an apparent contradiction in terms. 

 

This is actually very easily explained and all of us should understand this with ease.  

 

Do you know what the word Metonymy means? 



 

Metonymy: It is a figure of speech that replaces the name of a thing with the name 

of something else with which it is closely associated. We can come across examples 

of metonymy both from literature and in everyday life. 

 

Even today we still use metonymies in literature and in everyday speech.  

 

A metonymy is a word or phrase that is used to stand in for another word.  

 

One famous example of metonymy is the saying,  

"The pen is mightier than the sword,"  

 

This sentence has two examples of metonymy: 

• The "pen" stands in for "the written word." 

• The "sword" stands in for "military aggression and force." 

 

Metonymy is where we place a word where another idea is meant.  

 

Psalm 5:5 
5 The arrogant cannot stand in your presence;  

you hate all who do wrong.  

 

Does God really hate all the people in the world that do wrong??? 

 

Obviously not if you know the Bible that this would be an incorrect interpretation, so 

we then need to ask then what does it mean?. 

 

What would you do if I said I hate the band KISS? 

 

Would you believe that I hate the people in the band or their music that they make? 

 

Do you see that you can read incorrectly into this text, just like you can think that I 

hate the people in KISS when in fact I love them, but hate the fact that their name 

means “Kings in Satan’s Service” and thus I had their beliefs and what they stand for 

and the music that they produce.  

 

Like wise in this passage we are to understand that God hates the sin and wrong doing 

that men commit, but certainly does not hate the person that commits the wrong 

doing.  

 

Proverbs 6:16–19 
16 There are six things the LORD hates,  

seven that are detestable to him:  
17 haughty eyes,  

a lying tongue,  

hands that shed innocent blood,  
18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,  

feet that are quick to rush into evil,  
19 a false witness who pours out lies  



and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers. 1 

 

So can you tell me that you believe that God hates literal tongues? 

 

Answer: No of cause not! 

 

So now I presume that you do not believe that God hates literal hands that shed 

innocent blood? 

 

When it says that God hates hands or tongues this does not mean that He literally 

means that He hates hands and tongues, but rather that He hates the wicked words that 

some time come from our tongues and the wicked things that we sometime use our 

hand to do.  

 

Now in the same way He does not hate the sinner, but He hates the sin that comes 

from the sinner. Do you see that from closer examination that this is rather obvious? 

 

You see if you know the Scriptures you will know that God does not hate the sinner, 

but that He loves all of mankind and wants us all to come to love and serve Him. 

 

God loves all of mankind and does not want people to die, but at the same time He 

does not want the wicked carrying on as they please and ending up killing all the 

righteous people.  

 

Ezekiel 18:23 
23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. 

Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 2 

 

Ezekiel 18:32 
32 For I take no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Sovereign LORD. Repent 

and live! 3 

 

Ezekiel 33:11 
11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I take no pleasure in 

the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and live. Turn! Turn 

from your evil ways! Why will you die, O house of Israel?’ 4 

 

You see it is our choice whether we want to live or die, meaning that we cannot blame 

God for our choices. The world needs to stop blaming God for their wicked chooses 

and the consequences that result from those choices. 
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Do you see the mercy of God? Do you see that God gives us more opportunity to 

repent and this is seen numerous times in the history of mankind?  

 

I even believe that this American election is one of those rear opportunities that God 

is giving the world to change their ways. For Donald Trump to win the election is 

literally a miracle when you think that “The One World Government” guys have 

trillions of dollars that are backing an paying for the next president to be elected. I 

promise you that they never believed that this was possible.  

 

2 Peter 3:9 
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is 

patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 5 

 

2. Does God want us to stone our disobedient son? 

 

Deuteronomy 21:18–21 

 18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother 

and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 19 his father and mother shall 

take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 20 They shall say 

to the elders, “This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a 

profligate and a drunkard.” 21 Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. 

You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 6 

 

What do you think of this passage of Scripture? 

 

Do you believe that God wants people to be treated like this and wanting sons to be 

treated like this or not? 

 

Sadly unless you do not know the character and nature of God you will read this 

literally with out any ability to understand what is actually being said and no 

knowledge of historical fact and hence incorrectly interpret this passage. 

 

Now listen very carefully! 

 

If I had to say, “I saw James yesterday and he was stoned!” what would you 

understand from my words?  

 

Answer: 

 

 You would think that he was completely drunk? 

 You would think that he was high as a kite on drugs? 

 You wrong because what I actually meant is that he was stoned with a rock 

from a rioting group of people outside his shop. 

 

Do you see from this example that sometime you have to be very careful because 
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there are sometimes more meaning to words than what we think. This means that we 

can also read things into Scriptural texts that were never meant to mean what you and 

I believe it to mean. 

 

Now let us have a closer look at this passage in Bible.  

 

I think there is a difference between a child and a son and I am sure that you will 

agree with me on this one. Now at what age did a son get married in those days? That 

is correct at the age of 13 - 14 years of age (which I think is supper cool) and it was an 

arranged marriage. Then they would have a room built for them adjoining the main 

house so basically they still lived with their parents in a type of commune type of 

setting. Do you see then that the sons still lived with their parents after they were 

married and because of this type of family set up and lifestyle of living that a son that 

behaved recklessly would destroy the peace in this communal type of set up that they 

called home.  

 

Let us have a closer look! No tell me how many of you know of children that are 

drunkards? Clearly then it is rather obvious that this passage is not talking about a 

child, but a young man who is regarded as an adult which means that the word son 

would not involve a child, but rather at the least someone above that age of 13-14 

years of age or upward. I would certainly think that they were a lot older than that, but 

that is up for debate and one I am not willing to have with anyone. All that I know is 

that the son was of age that he was able to get drunk and live life in an extremely 

selfish manner. You see boundaries had to be set to keep “the shalom” the peace in 

the home which was crucial for happy living and if this was not done there would be 

anarchy and tremendous unhappiness in the home. 

 

I know as I have four sons and unless there are boundaries they will go wild. I have 

seen that most people nowadays do not understand this reality. That is why the world 

if becoming more and more wicked and our jails are getting fuller and fuller and fuller 

because there are no real boundaries.  

 

To bring charges to the elders and judges a son had to be: 

 

1. Stubborn,  

2. Rebellious, 

3. Does not obey his father and mother, 

4. Will not listen to them when they discipline him, 

5. Profligate (wildly extravagant, usually grossly self-indulgent expenditure), 

6. A drunkard. 

 

So you as the parents and please note that this involved the mother and the father and 

not just one of the parent as there had to be agreement. They would do all that they 

could do and only then if it did not work they would then go to the elders and judges 

and they would do all they could do and then if still nothing could be done they would 

then remove the son from society. 

 

So for this to happen there had to be a legal process where the elders where 

approached first and if they could not help remedy that situation then the son was 

taken to the judges and only judges could judge capital offenses and by the way it is 



states in the Gemara (which is rabbinic writings) that this has never happened before 

(Sanherin 71a). 

 

Do you see it is like a justice system that is put in place so that if this carries on then 

there could be the death penalty and the reason for this is that this son will end up 

become a danger to society and it can not be allowed. This does not mean that this is 

what God wants to happen. 

 

Society needs to be protected from people like this and just like today they are put in 

jail and sometimes for the rest of their lives because they are a danger to society. 

 

John 7:51 
51 “Does our law condemn anyone without first hearing him to find out what he is 

doing?” 7 

 

So the meaning of stoning hear could mean literal stoning or it could mean that you 

banish the person into the death that they have created for themselves and not that 

God brought on them as you would tend to read from this text.  So which one of the 

two does it mean?  

 

Just like the Bible says: 

   

John 3:18 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 

condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only 

Son.8 

 

Likewise in this instance we would think that there would be stoning, however there 

is no record of this ever happening in history.  

 

When you read the Mishnah, which is the compilation of Jewish religions and civil 

law it says that Deuteronomy 21 was never to be interpreted literally, but always as 

banishment. 

 

Do you know that there is not one case in all the history of Israel where a son was 

stoned at the town gate, as this is not the way to interpret this Scripture? What they 

would do is that they would banish the son at the town gate while holding stones in 

their hands. The Mishnah then explains that should the son choose at any point to 

repent and live according to the rule of the house under which he lives and so keep the 

peace of the house then the son can come back and repent to the father and mother 

and then the father of the house must welcome him back by cooking him a meal.  

 

So this son went into the banishment of death that he created for himself and when he 

came to his senses and said I have been foolish and wicked, he would then return to 

his father and mother and repented and his father would welcome him home and cook 
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him a meal.  

 

Do you catch the parable of the Prodigal Son in this whole scenario? Yes you do I 

know and it fits to a T. 

 

Let us say that this Scripture literal yet you never see this ever happening in the whole 

of the Bible. 

 

3. Does this passage not link to Jesus in any way? 

 

Luke 7:33–35 
34 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and “sinners.” ’ 35 But wisdom is proved right by 

all her children.” 9 

 

The Pharisees and Sadducees were trying to pin Deuteronomy 21:18-21 on Jesus as 

been a rebellious son so that they could stone and kill him.  

 

Deuteronomy 21:22–23 
22 If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 23 

you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, 

because anyone who is hung on a tree is under God’s curse. You must not desecrate 

the land the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 10 

 

Do you see that it was not Jesus was the stubborn an rebellious child, but you and I 

and this is actually a law that was written and Jesus paid that price for us that we 

should have paid.  

 

Galatians 3:13 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.”f11 

 

Conclusion: 

 

You reap what you sow and this is a truth that cannot be changed. That is why God 

says that He sets before us blessing and cursing and we have been given the capacity 

to choose God or not to choose God.  

 

Proverbs 16:4 
4 The LORD works out everything for his own ends—  
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even the wicked for a day of disaster. 12 

 

Do you see that the wicked end up reaping what they sow? Those who choose evil 

will receive the punishment if they choose to continually reject God’s offer of 

salvation.  

 

God created the framework, of blessings and curses or should I say reward or 

punishment, but we make the choose as to what we will receive so stop blaming God 

and let us take responsibility for our own lives.  

 

God loves all of mankind and wants everyone to love and serve Him, but if they 

choose not to love and serve Him then that is their choose meaning that they have 

chosen death and eternal punishment instead of the Salvation that He made available 

through His precious Son Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus loves us and paid that ultimate price so that we can walk and live in freedom. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 13 November 2016. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg 

Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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