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Positioning yourself to hear from God 1 – Removing any ungodly filters. 

 

(A message to hear from God.  We need to ensure that we do not have any sin, 

bitterness, rage, anger, malice or the like because that means that we will not be able 

to hear the voice of God clearly and relay the message in a godly manner.) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.1 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 
 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.2 

 

We as His people need to learn to hear and listen to His voice. This means that if we 

are not hearing His voice clearly then we will be unable to follow his instructions. 

This means that we need to learn to position ourselves to hear from God clearly and 

without any hindrances. 
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1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jn 10:27). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jn 10:27). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 



 2 

 

1. Get rid of hurts and unforgiveness.  

 

2 Corinthians 7:8–10  
8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it—I 

see that my letter hurt you, but only for a little while— 9 yet now I am happy, not 

because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For 

you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 

Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but 

worldly sorrow brings death.3 

 

In Paul's first letter to the Corinthians church he addresses and corrects the immorality 

and divisions that had arisen among them. His letter brought judgement to them and 

brought sorrow to their hearts but this was only temporary because they did not allow 

the sorrow to filter down and become anger and resentment towards Paul. Instead 

they acknowledged their sins and repented of the wrongdoing. One of the most 

important things to ensure in our lives hearing the voice of God clearly is to make 

sure that we do not allow any anger or resentment or malice to take root in our hearts. 

 

 
 

Don’t allow hurt to get to the point of bitterness. 
 

Hebrews 12:15 
15 See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to 

cause trouble and defile many.4 

 

Do you see that when we allow bitterness to take root in our hearts it ends up in 

hatred and bitterness towards other people and ends up causing tremendous trouble 

and damages and spoils many other people's lives? This means that we have to ensure 

that we keep our hearts supple and soft in the hands of God, not allowing anything in 

                                                 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 7:8–10). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 12:15). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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our hearts that is not from Him. 

 

2. Get rid of envy and selfish ambition. 
 

James 3:14–18 
14 But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast about 

it or deny the truth. 15 Such “wisdom” does not come down from heaven but is earthly, 

unspiritual, of the devil. 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you 

find disorder and every evil practice.  
17 But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, 

considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere. 18 

Peacemakers who sow in peace raise a harvest of righteousness. 5 

 

 
 

 

                                                 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jas 3:14–18). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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3. Get rid of all ungodliness. 

 

Colossians 3:8–10 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have 

taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is 

being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.6 

 

1 Peter 2:1 
1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of 

every kind.7 

 

 Anger, (a strong feeling of annoyance, displeasure, or hostility). 
 Rage, (violent uncontrollable anger). 
 Malice, (the desire to hurt someone). 

 Slander, (making a false spoken statement damaging to a person's 
reputation). 

 Filthy language, 
 Lying, 
 Deceit, (deceiving someone by concealing or misrepresenting the truth). 
 Hypocrisy, (claiming to have higher standards or more noble beliefs than 

is the case). 
 Envy, a feeling of discontentment or resentful longing aroused by 

someone else's possessions, qualities, or luck. 
 

Now we need to understand that getting rid of these things in our lives is only 

beneficial to our relationship with God and causes us to position ourselves to hear 

clearly from God.  

 

I would encourage you all to choose to let go and trust God to bring in complete 

healing and wholeness within your heart. This however is a choice that you have to 

make purposefully in order that your heart does not become hardened. This means 

that the minute that someone hurts you or disappoints you, you need to deal with the 

issues of your heart and not allow any rejection or brokenness because this causes 

hurt and resentment to take root. 

 

You may be able to do this for yourself; however some of you need to come for 

counselling especially if you cannot be set free from certain issues because there 

could be demonic deliverance needed. 

 

4. Get rid of the belief that you can’t or won’t hear His voice. 

 

James 1:6–8 

                                                 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Col 3:8–10). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Pe 2). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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6 But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a 

wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That man should not think he will 

receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 8 

 

God is wanting to speak to each and every one of us, but we need to believe that He 

does want to and that we can hear His voice. 

 

5. Get rid of distractions. 

 

Luke 11:1 
1 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples 

said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 9 

 

Do you see that Jesus set aside time to go and pray and commune with Father God? 

Do you also see that He was praying in a certain place and likewise we need to have a 

place that we set aside to go and spend time with God on a daily basis so that we can 

learn to hear clearly so that we can follow His instructions? This is the way that we 

rid ourselves of distractions that will hinder us from communing with God. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Get rid of hurts and unforgiveness.  

2. Get rid of envy and selfish ambition. 

3. Get rid of all ungodliness. 

4. Get rid of the belief that you can’t or won’t hear His voice. 

5. Get rid of distractions.  
 

May we daily work on our relationship and hearing God clearly so that we can listen 

and obey. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 22nd January 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg 

Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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