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Main Scripture: 

 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 

Our lives are made up of a never-ending series of questions and choices!   

 

Can you imagine if we never made an incorrect choice in our lives how great that 

would be. We are not to call a psychic hotline or look at our horoscopes or consult the 

stars, but rather the maker of the stars, who is God. He has the answers to all of our 

questions, but we need to learn to hear and listen to the voice of God. 

 

Jeremiah 29:12–13 
12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

 

God is and wants to reveal himself to those who earnestly seeking.  

 

Hearing the voice of God is not reserved for a special privileged few that are chosen 

by God, but for everybody who desires to serve Him and hear His voice. 

 

Proverbs 3:5–6   

   5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart  

and lean not on your own understanding;  
6 in all your ways acknowledge him,  
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and he will make your paths straight.a 

Title: Positioning yourself to hear from God 3 – Learning to recognize the voice 

of God. 

1. The advantage of hearing God’s voice. 

 

 The Holy Spirit will lead us.  

 The Holy Spirit will go before us. 

 The Holy Spirit will assure us of eternal life. 

 The Holy Spirit will supernaturally protect us. 

 The Holy Spirit will help us encourage others.  

 The Holy Spirit will help us to be obedient to the will of God.  

 The Holy Spirit will give us the courage & strength to face each day. 

 The Holy Spirit will help us to not be misled by wrong voices in our life. 

 

When we come to understand the tremendous advantage of hearing the voice God we 

will desire to hear from Him all the time and become jealous, motivated and dedicated 

to hearing His voice.  

 

We cannot live without hearing the voice of God and like wise we cannot live on 

bread alone, but must live also on what God is saying to us.  

 

2. Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

   

Revelation 3:20 
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the 

door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 

 

Remember that God desires fellowship with us, so He is constantly inviting us to 

spend time with Him.  

 

We need to harken to the calling and knocking of God as he desires to spend time 

with us.  

 

The 1st Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

 

A. We must desire to hear from God. 

 

Deuteronomy 4:29 
29 But if from there you seek the LORD your God, you will find him if you look for 

him with all your heart and with all your soul. 

 

Is hearing from God and absolute necessity to you or just nice to have add on to your 

life?  When you desire something deeply and desperately you will work hard towards 

achieving or training your self to master it and it is the same with hearing from God.  

 

Remember the story of Mary and Martha. There is nothing more important than our 

                                                 
a Or will direct your paths 
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spending time at the feet of the Lord Jesus and allowing the Holy Spirit to give us 

direction and answers that we desperately need in life.   

 

Hearing from God is present not past and not future and for us to live effective lives 

every day we need to hear from God.  

 

We are totally dependent on God the Holy Spirit. Jesus heard from Father God every 

day and every minute before He communicated with us and we are to do the same.  

 

God does not want us to go through life blind, but wants us to go through life with His 

guidance and protection.  

 

The 2nd Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

 

B. We must ask God to help us hear. 

 

 James 1:5 

   5 If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  

 

God is desperate that we as His children learn to hear His voice and make decisions 

based on His wisdom, understanding, knowledge, intelligence and foresight. 

 

We need to ask God to make us sensitive to His, prompting, leading and His voice in 

our lives. That means we need to ask Him to ensure that our spiritual ears are 

wakened and hearken to His voice.  

 

God wants us to live a life that is different from others and this can only come about if 

clearly hear His voice and hearken to it.  We need to become totally dependent on 

hearing from the Holy Spirit on a daily basis.   

 

We have to personally make the decision not to allow anything to drown out the still 

small voice especially the busyness of our daily lives. 

 

Colossians 3:15 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 

 

There are times the voice of God comes through our thought processes and we need to 

recognize that these thoughts are coming from God and not ourselves. Often we 

mistake the thoughts that are coming from God as our own, but they are not ours but 

God’s.  When your heart says to you don’t do this or do this you and I must listen 

immediately and not second-guess our hearts.   

   

It’s funny because my wife always goes with her gut feeling and sometimes she 

cannot even explain it. She has learned to submit to this feeling even when she can 

not explain why and I am starting to listen when she says this to me.  

 

John 4:24 

   24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth.” 



 4 

 

We are to communicate with God, Spirit to spirit and not brain to brain or else mouth 

to ear. The Holy Spirit does not talk to use in words, but in thoughts and impressions 

because that is how our spirits work.  There are very few people that have heard the 

audible voice of God, so it is best not to go on that however you can ask God to speak 

like this and he will from time to time. 

 

John 10:3–5 
3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 

own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he 

goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 

they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they 

do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

 

We do not have to beg God to speak because it is our hearing that needs to be 

adjusted and so we need to have our spiritual ears connected to God’s transmission.  

 

All of us hear the voice of God, but the problem is that we need to learn to be 

sensitive and recognize when God is speaking. We all have to recognize the voice of 

God for ourselves.  

 

A radio station transmits 24 hours a day 7 days a week, but you will not hear what is 

being said unless you turn on the receiver and make sure that it is properly tuned in. 

Just because we are not hearing does not mean that God is not speaking. There are too 

few Christians that are tuning on and tuning in so that they can hear the voice of God 

and this needs to change.  

 

Lord help me to tune in my spiritual receiver so that I may connect to your transmitter 

on a daily basis.  

 

Holy Spirit we pray that this morning you would realign our receivers that we will be 

able to hear your transmission when you speak to us and hear it clearly. 

 

We need to start believing that God is speaking and start listening. 

 

The 3rd Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

 

C. We must set time aside to listen to God’s voice. 

 

The problem is that most Christian lives are so busy that it's not conducive to hearing 

the voice of God. 

 

Psalm 46:10 
10 “Be still, and know that I am God;  

I will be exalted among the nations,  

I will be exalted in the earth.” 

It's in the stillness that we are able to tune in our spiritual ears and not in our busyness 

and haste of life. 
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Please note that this is goanna take: 

 time, 

 effort, 

 investment, 

 and focus. 

 

Cultivate the habit every morning of allowing God to open your ears that you 

may hear His voice clearly.  

        Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

3. Learning to recognize the different voices in our lives. 

 

There are many different voices that we can listen to in life, but we should be 

listening to only one voice:  

 

Sadly most of the time all voices will lead you away from the voice of God and in the 

opposite direction to which He want you to go.  

 

When one of my family members speak to me I know who it is without having to see 

them and that is because I know their distinct voice. All of our voices are very unique 

and we need to become accustomed to which voice is speaking in our lives so that we 

can learn to listen only to one voice, and that is the voice of God.  

 

Let us go through some of the sound pitches of these different voices in life so that we 

are able to detect and discern immediately who is speaking and which voice we are to 

harken to in life.  

 

A. The voice of Satan. 

 

Whenever you hear: doubt, fear, torment, confusion, justification of sin etc. you 

immediately know you’re listening to the voice of Satan.  

 

Genesis 3:1–5 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any 

tree in the garden’?”  
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 

but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ”  
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil.” 

 

The voice of the devil sounds as follows and does the following:  

 

 Brings you fear, (Mark 4:40). 

 Torments you, (Matthew 8:6).  

 Deceives you, (Revelation 20:7-8). 

 Discourages you, (Numbers 32:6-10).        
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 Blinds your mind, (II Corinthians 4:4).     

 Stir up unforgiveness, (Matthew 6:15).  

 Inspires rage, anger and malice, (Ephesians 4:31). 

 Causes you to lie, (I John 2:4). 

 Causes confusion, (Acts 19:32). 

 Causes oppression, (Acts 10:38). 

 Causes you to curse God, (Job 2:9). 

 Causes you to lose hope, (Job 7:1-15). 

 Causes you to be dismayed, (Joshua 1:9). 

 Causes you to be bitter, (Colossians 3:19). 

 Causes you to rationalize sin, (Isaiah 5:20). 

 Causes you to seek revenge, (Ezekiel 25:15). 

 Causes you not to hear God’s voice, (John 10:5). 

 Causes you to doubt God's Word, (Hebrews 3:12). 

 Causes you to be ashamed of the gospel, (Mark 8:38). 

 Causes you to disobey the Word of God, (Joshua 5:6). 

 Causes division in your family, church, business, (Mark 3:25). 

 

B. The voice of your fresh. 

 

Galatians 5:16–21 
16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful 

nature. 17 For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit 

what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you 

do not do what you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.  
19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and 

debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish 

ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn 

you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

 

We need to realise that no matter who you are this voice always speaks in a 

commanding and an authoritative pitch and speaks to us constantly and we need to 

learn to drown out this voice in our lives through the renewing of our minds with the 

washing of the Word of God.  Whenever we listen to the voice of the fresh it is 

always destructive, negative and leads to tremendous damage in our lives. 

 

When you engage in the following you're listening to the voice of your flesh:   

 

 Fornication - pornography, harlotry, incest, orgies. 

 Adultery - unlawful sexual relations between a man and a woman.   

 Uncleanness - homosexuality, lesbianism, pedophilia, sexual perversion. 

 Debauchery – excessive indulgence in sex, alcohol, or drugs. 

 Lasciviousness - undisciplined, lewd, overeater, lazy, shiftless. 

 Witchcraft - includes drug use, spells, luck charms, horoscopes, zodiac 

signs   

 Variance - to quarrel with words, stir up strife and incite debates. 

 Emulations - the spirit of jealousy, rivalry spirit. 

 Heresies - causing discord, unrighteous indignation. 
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 Factions – a small organized dissenting group within a larger one. 

 Discord – Dissention and factions. 

 Dissensions – disagreement that leads to discord. 

 Strife - getting pay back for a wrong, angry contentions. 

 Seditions - stirring up strife in the church, government, home, etc.   

 Wrath – fits of rage, creating domestic and civic turmoil. 

 Hatred - hold grudges and malice and be angry at someone. 

 Malice – the desire to harm someone; ill will. 

 Murder - to spoil or mar the happiness of others, to kill. 

 Envying – a feeling of discontented or resentful longing aroused by someone 

else’s possessions, qualities, or luck. 

 Jealousy – feeling or showing an envious resentment of someone or their 

achievements, possessions, or perceived advantages. 

 Drunkenness - public or private intoxication, alcoholic, addicted to. 

 Raveling’s - clubs, house parties, carousing, obscene music. 

 Gossiping – casual or unconstrained conversation or reports about other 

people, 

 Selfish Ambition – putting one’s own interests before another. 

 Idolatry - worship sports stars, movie stars, music icons, preachers, money, 

etc.   

 

We are never to listen to the voice of the flesh, but to bring it into subjection to the 

Word of God and never submit to its desires and voice. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:27 
27 No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 

myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

 

C. The voice of your reasoning (hurt, past, worldly wisdom). 

 

Acts 28:3–6 
3 Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by 

the heat, fastened itself on his hand. 4 When the islanders saw the snake hanging from 

his hand, they said to each other, “This man must be a murderer; for though he 

escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live.” 5 But Paul shook the snake 

off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. 6 The people expected him to swell up or 

suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to 

him, they changed their minds and said he was a god. 

 

We can be very thankful to God for the ability to reason and rationally consider all 

options that we may have in a given situation.  We are able to analyze the advantages 

and disadvantages of a situation and the profit versus the losses that we may incur. 

We are able to analyze the consequence of certain choices and the situations and 

obstacles that we will find on the way in life. We can even choose blessing or cursing 

and this comes from our reasoning. When you are weighing things and thinking 

carefully through things before you make a decision then you know that you’re 

dealing with the voice of reason. Just remember that this voice must never contradict 

the Word of God or His written Word. Also remember that sometimes God speaking 

goes against all human reason, but this is when you need confirmation from brothers 
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and sisters in the Lord. 

 

D. The voice of your conscience.  

 

Acts 24:16 
16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

 

This is where you recognize the difference between what is right and what is wrong. 

Sadly many people’s values and morals are not in line with the Scripture so the voice 

of their conscience is seared and reprobate.  

 

Our conscience fall into one of the four categories:   

 

 A clear conscience, (Acts 24:16). 

 A good conscience, (I Timothy 1:5). 

 A seared conscience, (I Timothy 4:2). 

 A guilty conscience, (Hebrews 10:22).  

 A weak conscience, (I Corinthians 8:7). 

 

You only would follow the voice of your conscience when you have a good or clear 

conscience otherwise you need your mind transformed before you give your 

conscience any voice in your life.  

 

E. The voice of Other People.  

 

Acts 21:11–14 
11 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, 

“The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this 

belt and will hand him over to the Gentiles.’ ”  
12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to 

Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I 

am ready not only to be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 

Jesus.” 14 When he would not be dissuaded, we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be 

done.” 

 

We need to always understand that we need the church brothers and sisters in Christ 

to bounce things off. However we cannot listen to the voice of man when the voice of 

God has already spoken. Paul knew that God wanted him to go to Jerusalem and 

hence no prophetic word or people’s voice was going to sway him from what he knew 

God wanted.  

 

This was probably God's plan in order that Paul would end up in Rome and right 

many of the most amazing New Testament books while in prison in Rome. 

 

F. The voice of God. 

 

John 10:1–5 

10 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate 
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is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 

they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run 

away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 

 

The Holy Spirit goes ahead of us to protect us, but we need to know when He speaks 

and know all the other voices in life that we do not listen to those strangers voice 

because they are not the voice of God.  

 

The voice of God has the following sounds:  

 

 Edifies you (Ephesians 4:12). 

 Increases your faith (Romans 10:17). 

 Guides you into truth (John 16:13). 

 Exhorts you (Jude 3, Romans 12:1). 

 Convicts you of sin (Romans 6:1-23). 

 Comforts you (John 14:16, Psalm 23:4). 

 Instruction you in righteousness (II Tim 3:16). 

 Rebukes and reproves you (Titus 1:13, II Timothy 4:2). 

 Leads you to salvation (Romans 10:9-10, II Timothy 3:15). 

 Causes you to profit in Christ (II Timothy 3:16, John 15:16). 

 Brings to your remembrance the Word of God, (John 14:26). 

 Admonishes and warns you (Ephesians 6:4, Acts 21:4,10-14). 

 Correction you in righteousness (II Timothy 3:16, Proverbs 3:11-12). 

 Cause you to triumph in life through Christ (II Corinthians 2:14). 

 Assures you of the Heavenly Father's love toward you (I John 3:1, Jeremiah 

31:3). 

 

4. The key elements to clearly hear God’s voice. 

 

These elements must be in place in our lives in order to hear clearly from God or else 

you will have filters and barriers that will cause you to hear incorrectly.  

 

The seven elements to clearly hear God's voice: 

 

1) You must spend time praying (Mark 1:35). 

2) You must spend time worshiping God (John 4:23). 

3) You must be planted in a God fearing church (1 Corinthians 4:17). 

4) You must study and meditating on the Word of God (2 Timothy 2:15). 

5) You must seek counsel from others that hear from God (Proverbs 11:14). 

6) You must spend time communing with the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 13:14). 

7) You must rationally consider the cost involved in everything (Luke 14:28-30). 

 

If you will follow these instructions you will have an awesome life knowing when the 

Holy Spirit is speaking to you or which voice you might be hearing so that you are not 

unclear as what you are to do.  

   

We personally need to develop the potential to hear God’s voice clearly at every point 
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and cross road in our lives.  

   

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.1 

 

Re-Cap: 

Learning to recognize the voice of God. 

 

1. The advantage of hearing God’s voice. 

2. Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

   

A. We must desire to hear from God. 

B. We must ask God to help us hear. 

C. We must set time aside to listen to God’s voice. 

 

3. Learning to recognize the different voices in our lives. 

 

A. The voice of Satan. 

B. The voice of your fresh. 

C. The voice of your reasoning (hurt, past, worldly wisdom). 

D. The voice of your conscience.  

E. The voice of Other People.  

F. The voice of God. 

 

4. The key elements to clearly hear God’s voice. 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 5th February 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg 

Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Jn 10:27). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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