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Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 24:45–47 
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of 

the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be 

good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you 

the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.1 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

The story is told of a man and his grandson who are walking down the road leading a 

donkey. They met a man who said, "How foolish for you to be walking. One of you 

should be riding the donkey." So the man put his grandson on the donkey and they 

resumed their journey. The next traveler they met frowned at the sight and said, "How 

dreadful for a strong boy to be riding while an old man walks." So the boy climbed 

down off the donkey and his grandfather climbed on. The next person they met said, 

"I just can’t believe a grown man would ride and make a little boy walk." So the man 

pulled the boy up and they rode the donkey together. That is, until they met another 

man who said, "I never saw anything so cruel in all my life, two capable human 

beings riding on one poor defenseless donkey!" Further down the road they met a 

couple of men. After they passed, one of the men turned to the other and said, "Did 

you ever before see two men carrying a donkey?" The point is: You can’t please all 

men no matter how hard you try and everyone seems to have a different perspective 

on different issues; so who is right? 

 

Do you see how many different perspectives and opinions that people have and how 

they vary? This means that all of us desperately need a plumb line on which to base 

our lives. We as Christians have the Bible which is the infallible Word of God 

meaning that it is unchanging for all circumstances, all situations, all times, and all 

seasons.  We cannot base our lives on our own opinions, our own feelings, our own 

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 24:45–47). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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emotions, or perspectives, but we have to base it on the Word of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:10 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may 

receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 2 

 

Title: How Does God Measure Faithfulness? 

 

So tell me how do you think that God measures faithfulness? Do you see that I'm 

asking you what is your perspective and your opinion and not what the Scriptures 

says and this is wrong. O well let us see what we come up with and then we will have 

a look at the Word of God. 

 

So tell me how do you think that God measures faithfulness? 

 

Let us start by defining your opinion of faithfulness:  
 

 trustworthy,  

 dedication,  

 commitment,  

 allegiance,  

 consistent,  

 loyal,  

 devoted. 

 

1. Our faithfulness will be measured by our doing what God has called us to do. 
 

Matthew 24:45–47 
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom the master has put in charge of 

the servants in his household to give them their food at the proper time? 46 It will be 

good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 47 I tell you 

the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.3 

  

You see it does not matter how significant or insignificant what you’re called to do 

might seem to mankind or yourself.  If God has called you to do it, you need to be 

faithful because that is the standard by which He will measure your and my 

faithfulness. 

 

You see our faithfulness will be measured according to what we do and not so much 

on what we say. I say this because sometimes talk is cheap and comes very easily, but 

it is different when it comes to fulfilling what we are called to do. 

 

I would like to ask you a couple of questions that you can measure yourself and see if 

you are truly being a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ as He has called you to 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Co 5:10). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 24:45–47). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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be. 

 

Here are some questions that we can all ask ourselves as Christians: 

 

1. Do you read God’s word on a daily basis (or do you think you are too busy and 

make excuses why you don’t have time)? 

2. Do you train up your children in the ways of God (or do you leave them to find 

their own way)? 

3. Do you go to church faithfully every Sunday (or do you base your faithfulness on 

your feelings)? 

4. Do you tithe faithfully (or do you choose to muzzle the ox that feeds you)? 

5. Do you do your best in your occupation and try to make a positive difference (or do 

you go to work just to earn a salary and go home)? 

6. Do you steward your finances in a godly fashion (or do you spend your money just 

as you feel)? 

 

These are just a couple of thought provoking questions that we can ask ourselves. If 

we answered no to any of them then we need to go before God and repent and change 

our ways as we will one day stand before God and be judged on our faithfulness or 

lack thereof.  

 

2. Our faithfulness will be measured by the growth of our input.    

 

Matthew 25:14–30 
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his property to them. 15 To one he gave five talentsa of money, to another 

two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on 

his journey. 16 The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his 

money to work and gained five more. 17 So also, the one with the two talents gained 

two more. 18 But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the 

ground and hid his master’s money. 
19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The man who had received the five talents brought the other five. ‘Master,’ 

he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, I have gained five more.’ 
21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 
22 “The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with 

two talents; see, I have gained two more.’ 
23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful 

with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your 

master’s happiness!’ 
24 “Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew 

that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 

you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the 

ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 
26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I 

have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you should 

have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have 

received it back with interest. 
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28 “‘Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. 29 For 

everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does 

not have, even what he has will be taken from him. 30 And throw that worthless 

servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 

So then faithfulness is multiplying what God has entrusted to us. 

  

We are not called to just maintain; we are called to multiply what God has entrusted 

to us.  

 

Now I think it is very dangerous to see faithfulness as being results driven, because I 

think then we are missing the point.  What I do believe is that we are to be 

multiplying what He has given us. God has given you all to me in this congregation 

and I am to make sure that I equip you well and grow you in the Lord. I do my best to 

give you spiritual food that is rich, honest, truthful and accurate so that you can be 

blameless and faultless on the day of Christ’s coming.  

 

Are you being faithful with what God has given you and growing what He has placed 

in your hands? 

 

3.  Our faithfulness will be measured by fulfilling the trust God placed in us.  

 

1 Corinthians 4:2 
2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

 

So what has God entrusted to you? 

 

• What about musical talent, but you do nothing with it? 

• What about teaching skills, but you teach no one? 

• What about knowledge in specific fields, yet you never use it? 

 

I believe that we are to use our gifts and skills and abilities to serve other people till 

the day we die and if we don’t then we are being unfaithful and will be judged 

accordingly. 

 

Too often people do only what they want to and this is unacceptable, as we are called 

to serve one another. Just imagine where the church would be if everyone just did 

what was convenient for him or her and what he or she likes??? 

 

Sadly we are all called to sometimes do things that are inconvenient, and frustrating 

but sadly we have to just suck it up and do it no matter how we feel.  

  

1 Peter 4:10–11 
10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, he should do it as 

one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the 

strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. 

 

God is not going to listen to your excuses, because they are just a cop out and you will 

have to stand before God, and let me tell you He will question you straight as an 
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arrow as to what you have done with the trust that He has placed in you.  

 

Sadly many of us have become self-indulgent, arrogant, egocentric and actually 

worldly. We are called to crucify our sinful nature and our selfish ambitions and 

desires and learn to serve one another so this world can be a better place. 

 

4.  Our faithfulness will be measured by our continued commitment to God and 

His church.    

 

Hebrews 8:9 
9 It will not be like the covenant 

I made with their forefathers 

when I took them by the hand 

to lead them out of Egypt, 

because they did not remain faithful to my covenant, 

and I turned away from them, 

declares the Lord. 

 

Let me tell you that the minute you start compromising with God and His Word, you 

will begin a steady downward slope of backsliding and turning away from God. 

 

All of us can think up millions of different excuses why we don't want to go to church 

and why we don't have to go to church, but that is your perspective and not the truth 

of what God says in His Word. 

 

Hebrews 10:25 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 4 

 

Let us continue to remain faithful and unswervingly committed to God and His 

church and stop compromising, because God does not buy our excuses. 

 

Re-Cap: 

1. Our faithfulness will be measured by our doing what God has called us to do. 

2. Our faithfulness will be measured by the growth of our input.    

3. Our faithfulness will be measured by fulfilling the trust God placed in us. 

4. Our faithfulness will be measured by our continued commitment to God and 

His church.    

 

Matthew 7:21 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.5 

 

If we want to enter the kingdom of heaven then we need to do things God's way and 

not our way. God is calling His church to do His will, in His way, at His time and stop 

                                                 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 10:25). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 7:21). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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making excuses with immediate effect. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

The minute that we start taking up the mantel as faithful servants of God, we will see 

the church of Jesus Christ explode and His truth spread throughout this nation and the 

nations of this world. 

 

Galatians 5:22–23 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. 

 

Let us make sure that we are full of the Spirit of God because part of the fruit of the 

Spirit of God is faithfulness and may God find us faithful servants in His house when 

He returns. 

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 5th March 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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