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9 Filters to Ensure you Heard from God. 
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Main Scripture: 

 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

John 10:27 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 

 

Jeremiah 29:12–13 
12 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 

 

Learning to recognize the voice of God. 

 

1. The advantage of hearing God’s voice. 

2. Steps that we need to put in place in order to hear God’s voice.  

3. Learning to recognize the different voices in our lives. 

 

A. The voice of Satan. 

B. The voice of your flesh. 

C. The voice of your reasoning (hurt, past, worldly wisdom). 

D. The voice of your conscience.  

E. The voice of other people.  

F. The voice of God. 

 

4. The key elements to clearly hearing God’s voice. 
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need to have the Lord confirm His direction in a number of these different keys.  

When we implement this in our decision making and hearing from God, there is little 

chance of things not being very clear in our lives.   

 

Let us have a look at a checklist that I have put together so that we can know that we 

have heard the voice of God. Now obviously not all of them come into play every 

time, but you should never go against any of the points.   

Here are the nine filters that we are to look at to judge whether we have heard 

correctly from God or not. I would also go as far as saying that one of the most 

important things is to make sure that we judge the motive of our hearts. 

 

9 Filters to ensure you Heard from God: 

 

1. Do you know that it is in line with the Holy Bible? 

 

2 Timothy 3:16–17 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for 

every good work. 1 

 

This for me personally is the starting point of ensuring that we have heard from God. 

Because we need to understand that nothing that God ever says will go against what 

he has said in His Word. This means we can immediately know that if we feel God 

saying something but it contradicts what we find in the Scriptures, then we have not 

heard from God. 

 

If someone has to come to me, which has happened by the way, and they say to me 

that God said to them that they must divorce their wife and marry another woman, I 

do not for one second think this is from God.  Why?  Because I know that the Bible 

says that God hates divorce and this is not His perfect will. This means that God 

would never be the one to say this but it would come from our own flesh or even the 

devil. 

 

This is why it is so crucial to know and study the Word of God on a daily basis 

because then we can test and approve all things. Outside of knowing God's Word we 

are unable to test and approve what is His good, pleasing and perfect will for our 

lives, including knowing if a Word given to us is from Him or not. 

 

Hebrews 8:10–11 
10 This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel  

after that time, declares the Lord.  

I will put my laws in their minds  

and write them on their hearts.  

I will be their God,  

and they will be my people.  
11 No longer will a man teach his neighbor,  

or a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’  

                                                 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (2 Ti 3:16–17). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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because they will all know me,  

from the least of them to the greatest. 2 

 

The more we study and meditate on the Word of God, the more we will know the 

Scriptures and this will come into fruition in our lives. It is my prayer that we will not 

just know God and know the Scriptures, but that they would literally be inscribed on 

our hearts and minds that we would immediately be able to discern whether 

something is from God or not.  

2. Do prophetic words given line up with God’s Word? 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:19–21 
19 Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 Test 

everything. Hold on to the good.3 

 

I personally love the prophetic ministry in that it is so encouraging and uplifting, 

knowing that God encourages you and me through other people and the words that He 

gives them for us.  

 

However we should test every prophetic word given to us to make sure that it lines up 

with God’s word and plan for our lives. 

 

Likewise we need to understand that God is never going to tell us to do something 

that is contrary to the prophetic words that he has given us and we need to use it as a 

basis point in our lives to ensure that we are not sidetracked in our lives. 

 

3. Do you feel the Holy Spirit is speaking to your heart? 

 

Romans 9:1 

9 I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the 

Holy Spirit—4 

 

I believe that there has to be a sense in our hearts and conscience that God has spoken 

to us and for us to feel the confirmation of the Holy Spirit. It become liberating when 

we have that sense that the Holy Spirit confirms His Word.  

 

Remember that we are not to listen to the voice of our conscience unless it is clear and 

good, but when we have this confirmation in our conscience you will have peace that 

comes along with this feeling. 

 

4. Do you need godly counsel and witness? 

 

Proverbs 11:14 

                                                 
2 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Heb 8:10–11). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
3 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Th 5:19–21). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
4 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ro 9:1). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
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14 For lack of guidance a nation falls,  

but many advisers make victory sure. 5 

 

Sadly I have found this to be one of the most lacking areas in most people’s lives 

because they are so arrogant they feel they do not need the input or council of others.  

This is a phenomenon especially among the youth, but should never be the case in any 

of our lives. I believe that God has placed brothers and sisters at our sides that we can 

bounce things off so that they may witness with what God has said or not said in our 

lives. 

The governments around the world that do not get guidance from others and have 

many wise advisers, become dictators and cause a nation to fail and go into poverty. 

Proverbs 15:22 
22 Plans fail for lack of counsel,  

but with many advisers they succeed6 

 

I would encourage you to be open to the counsel of those closest to you who you 

know the Lord and can prayerfully witness what God has said in your life. 

 

5. Do others confirm your word? 

 

Matthew 18:16 
16 But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be 

established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ 

 

The minute there is body confirmation over a word given, these create peace and 

security knowing that God is in this situation. It also gives you greater confirmation 

and security knowing that God will not let you down but will work on your behalf.  

6. Do circumstances and/or timing line up? 

 

Acts 1:24–26 
24 Then they prayed, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which of these two 

you have chosen 25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where 

he belongs.” 26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the 

eleven apostles. 7 

 

Can you believe that they cast lots in the New Testament and they followed the way 

that lot fell? Please note that you can put a “fleece out to God” and this is also a way 

that He can confirm His will, or through a circumstance or happening taking place at 

the perfect time.  

                                                 
5 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 11:14). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
6 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Pr 15:22). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 
7 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Ac 1:24–26). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
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7. Do you think it could lead you into sin? 

 

Luke 11:4 
4Forgive us our sins,  

for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation. 

 

Let's say you feel that God has told you that you need to go and minister to someone 

of the opposite sex. If this would put you in a temptation or situation to fall into sin, 

then you re-assess the way in which you ministered to the person or else you realise 

that you have not heard from God. 

 

God does not want us to go into situations where we will be tempted, because most of 

us will fall because we are weak. That is why we must never fall for this scheme of 

the devil to trap us into falling. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5 

5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the 

knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 

We need to ensure that no word that we feel God has said to us leads us into sin. 

 

8. Do you have the Peace of God? 

 

1 Corinthians 14:33 
33 For God is not a God of disorder but of peace. 8 

 

I believe that this is an incredibly important point for all of us to understand, 

remember and never forget. Never do something or move unless you have the peace 

of God in your heart. This should especially be the case with very big decisions and 

moves in our lives. 

 

Colossians 3:15 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful.9 

 

We have been called to live a life of peace and live in peace, and hence when we feel 

that God has said something to us, but there is no longer peace we need to know that 

we have heard incorrectly.  

 

God always gives peace and we can know that this is then from Him. 

 

9. Do you feel this falls into the plan of God? 

 

                                                 
8 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (1 Co 14:33). Grand Rapids, 

MI: Zondervan. 
9 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Col 3:15). Grand Rapids, MI: 

Zondervan. 



 6 

Proverbs 16:9 
9 In his heart a man plans his course,  

but the LORD determines his steps. 10 

 

God is never going to speak to us against the very purpose that He has planned for our 

lives. We need to always keep this in focus knowing that God speaks to enhance and 

grow His purpose in and through our lives. 

 

This means He will never speak against the purpose that is His plan for our lives. 

 

I trust, hope and pray that these nine filters will help you to discern when God has 

spoken to you and that you will have greater confirmation so that you can run with 

what He has said to you with confidence and assurance. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

9 Filters you can use to Double Check you Heard from God. 

 

1. Do you know that it is in line with the Holy Bible? 

2. Do prophetic words given line up with His Word? 

3. Do you feel the Holy Spirit is speaking to your heart? 

4. Do you heed godly counsel and witness? 

5. Do others confirm your word? 

6. Do circumstances and/or timing line up? 

7. Do you think it could lead you into sin? 

8. Do you have the Peace of God? 

9. Do you feel this falls into the plan of God? 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 12th February 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg 

Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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