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Set your mind on things above!  

 

(A message to help us understand where God is wanting our heart and mind set and 

how to go about ensuring that this is the case.) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Colossians 3:1–2 
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not 

on earthly things.  

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

Colossians 3:1–10 

  1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not 

on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 

Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, 

the wrath of God is coming 7 you used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have 

taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

 

 

 

 

1. Set your heart on things above. 

 

Colossians 3:1 
1Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, 

where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.  
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What does it mean to have our hearts set on things above? 

 

To what is your heart devoted? 

 

Is your heart devoted to God and the extension of His kingdom or is it devoted to your 

own things and what is comfortable to you? 

 

Sadly most people today, even many Christians, only do what suites them and if they 

don’t feel like doing something then they don’t do it and this is putting yourself before 

God. Well I don’t feel like going to church because I am tired, or I don’t want to talk 

with the people, or whatever the feeble excuse might be. I believe then it is unacceptable 

to God.  

 

Jesus did not give His life so that you can just live the comfy life and never have to do 

what we don’t feel like doing. 

 

So where is your heart? Is your heart totally sold out to God and is it focused on things 

above.  

 

So let’s make sure that we set our hearts on things above.  

 

2. Set your mind on things above.  

 

Colossians 3:2-3 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.  
3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who 

is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.  

 

On what is your mind continually occupied? 

 

God wants our minds to be filled with the things of the Kingdom of God and the things 

that are in Heaven and that are Godly.  

 

We need to be careful of allowing our minds to be sucked up with the concerns of this 

world and what is going on in our country and society. Life is more than eating and 

drinking and certainly more than all the laughable pathetic behaviour that is going on 

in our government. Life is more important than having your minds continually 

bombarded with the news happening around the world. Life is more important than 

being engrossed the whole time with what is happening on Facebook. 

 

Our minds must be removed from the sewerage pool of life and we need to fill our 

minds with heavenly thought, ideas, beliefs, value systems and our minds must be set 

and focused on things above.  

 

Romans 12:2 
2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will 

is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

 

Philippians 4:8 
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8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable — if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy — think about such things. 

 

Don’t allow yourself to think on things that are not of God and that are not true, noble, 

right, pure, lovely, admirable, excellent or praiseworthy. 

 

My children started calling each other names and eventually it always got ugly. I 

eventually stopped it and said that, “If you have nothing good to say then say nothing”.  

 

Yesterday I walked into my third born son in the kitchen and I asked if he was OK. 

Now I can pick up immediately with Jed if he is not happy. So he said everything is 

fine. Then I came to him from behind and hugged him and asked if he was OK and he 

started to get tearful. I asked, “What has upset you my boy?” and he just persisted to 

say nothing, so I picked him up and put him on my lap. He would not tell me so I carried 

him into my study because he does not like to get emotional in front of anyone. I then 

asked again when in the study, to no avail. I explained that unless he tells me I cannot 

help to sort out his broken heart. I asked if his elder brothers hurt him with something 

they said and he said no. Either Samuel, his other older brother or myself had said that 

he was stupid and if we did not say that then he must have been hallucinating.  

 

So let us make sure that we set our minds on things above.  

 

3. Rid yourself of your earthly nature.  

 

Colossians 3:5–6 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, 

the wrath of God is coming  

 

A. We must “put to death” sensual sins (that appeal to the lust of the flesh). 

 

a. porneia (por-ni'-ah) - Sexual Immorality or Fornication. 

 

Fornication is sexual relations before marriage whereas sexual immorality is a general 

term for any illicit sexual intercourse outside of a monogamous marriage between one 

man and one woman and includes adultery, homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality and 

the like.           

 

b. akatharsia (ak-ath-ar-see'-ah) – Impurity, Uncleanness.           

 

Impurtiy is lustful, luxurious, profligate living.           

 

c. pathos (path'-os) – Lust or Passion (inordinate affection).             

 

This involves depraved, lustful, vile passions. 

 

d. epithumia (ep-ee-thoo-mee'-ah) - Evil desires.  

 

This is any evil lustful desires, cravings, or longings, which are forbidden of God.  
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B. We must also “put to death” things that appeal to the lust of the eyes.  

 

a. pleonexia (pleh-on-ex-ee'-ah) – Greed or Covetousness.              

 

Greedy desires of  wanting more and more without being statified. This is equivalent 

to idolatry because it puts things in the place of God.              

 

The reason or motivation for putting these things to death is that we want to please our 

heavenly Father. However, for those that choose not to rid themselves of these things 

in their lives, we must know that the wrath of God will not pass them by. 

 

Colossians 3:6 
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming  

 

Romans 8:5–8 
5 Those who live according to the sinful nature have their minds set on what that 

nature desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 

what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind of sinful mane is death, but the mind controlled by 

the Spirit is life and peace; 7 the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to 

God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God. 

 

So let’s make sure that we rid ourselves of any earthly nature and die to all sensual, 

sexual sins and things that the eyes lust after.  

 

4. Rid yourself of all ungodliness. 

 

Colossians 3:7–8 
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language 

from your lips.  

 

A. We must also rid ourselves of social sins.  

 

1. Sins of the "emotions".       

 

a. orge (or-gay') – Anger.              

 

This is any violent emotion that causes anger.  

 

b. thumos (thoo-mos') – Rage or wrath.              

 

This involves any out burst of tremendous heated anger.           

 

c. kakia (kak-ee'-ah) – Malice.              

 

This is any desire to hurt someone or cause them damage.  

 

                                                 
e Or mind set on the flesh 
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2. Sins of the "tongue"           

 

a. blasphemia (blas-fay-me'-ah) – Slander or blasphemy.              

 

This is any speech that injures the good name of someone else.  

 

b. aischrologia (ahee-skhrol-og-ee'-ah) - Filthy language.  

 

This is any foul speaking or coarse joking or obscene speech or filthy communication.  

 

Romans 6:4 
4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a 

new life. 

 

Let us all make sure that we rid ourselves of all ungodliness when it comes to our 

emotions and the use of our tongues. 

  

5. Rid yourself of a lying tongue.  

 

Colossians 3:9–10 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of 

its Creator. 

 

a. pseudomai (psyoo'-dom-ahee) – Lying.              

 

This involves deliberately speak something that is false and untrue to deceive 

someone. 

 

God hates a lying tongue and so we must make sure that we speak honestly. 

 

Let us make sure that we put on the new man and live by the spirit and be renewed or 

should I say changed in our knowledge of who God is and what He is wanting us to 

become.  

 

So make sure that we rid ourselves of a lying tongue. 

 

Re-cap: 

 

1. Set your heart on things above. 

2. Set you mind on things above.  

3. Rid yourself of your earthly nature.  

 

A. We must “put to death” sensual sins (that appeal to the lust of the flesh). 

B. We must also “put to death” things that appeal to the lust of the eyes.  

 

4. Rid yourself of all ungodliness. 

 

A. We must also rid ourselves of social sins.  
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1. Sins of the "emotions".       

2. Sins of the "tongue".        

 

5. Rid yourself of a lying tongue.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

Galatians 2:20 
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 

life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 

himself for me. 

 

May we live a life that is completely devoted to God from today and for evermore?  

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 9th April 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 
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