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You cannot stop the plans of God from being fulfilled. 

 

(A message to help us understand that nothing can stand against the might of God.) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

John 3:16-18 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,fthat whoever believes 

in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in 

him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because 

he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

Christ Jesus has risen!!! 

 

He has risen indeed. 

 

And we should all be dancing and singing Hallelujah!!! 

 

This is one of the most amazing, fabulous, awesome, wonderful, exciting and 

exhilarating days of the year as we are celebrating Jesus as the Son of God, King of 

Kings and Lord of Lords, Saviour of the world and risen God and certainly not dead, 

alive forevermore with fellow believers all around the globe. He has risen and surely 

He has risen indeed as the King of the universe and King forever more.  

 

Yes I know that actually we do this every Sunday, but nonetheless it is and should 

remain to be one of the most special days on the Christian calendar and always will 

be.  

 

We will be sharing later in communion together around the Lord’s Table and every 

single time that we take the bread and drink the cup, we proclaim that we believe 

Jesus died for us. We will celebrate that fact as well as the fact that He is coming 

                                                 
f Or his only begotten Son 
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again and this will be very soon. 

 

So are you going to be a part of the great army that stands before His glory and enjoy 

the home that He has prepared for those that have put their hope and trust in Him as 

their Saviour? 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was a fact of history and cannot be denied. 

 

Matthew 27:62-28:7  
62 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees 

went to Pilate. 63 “Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that 

deceiver said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’ 64 So give the order for the tomb to 

be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal the 

body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last deception will 

be worse than the first.”  
65 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know 

how.” 66 So they went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and 

posting the guard.  

The Resurrection 

28     After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to look at the tomb.  
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven 

and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that 

they shook and became like dead men.  
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking 

for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and 

see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from 

the dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have 

told you.”  

 

This is one of the funniest passages of Scripture in the Bible.  The reason for me saying 

that is, can you imagine God looking down on these little insignificant human beings 

trying to make plans so that God can be stopped from fulfilling His plan of Salvation. 

 

Soldiers rolling the stone in front of the entrance to the grave and putting the seal of the 

Roman Empire on it and then standing guard to make sure that nothing strange would 

happened.  

 

You see, the chief priest and Pharisees were trying to stop the inevitable. They were 

trying to seal up the Son of God. But there was no way in the world they could succeed 

in doing that. And we can just but laugh and smile at their futile efforts. 

 

1. Jesus Christ’s resurrection was inevitable no matter what.   

 

Genesis 3:15 
15     And I will put enmity  

between you and the woman,  
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and between your offspringa and hers;  

he will crushb your head,  

and you will strike his heel.”  

 

It was inevitable that Jesus Christ would rise from the dead as a perfect Saviour and 

as a risen Saviour.   

 

We too sometimes try to put Jesus in a box or segment of our lives and close Him off 

to other areas of our lives and this will never work with God.   

 

We must, however, never ever forget that our lives and the life that we are living is a 

preparation for eternity where we will be among the saved or the lost forever and ever 

and ever and ever and ever and ever. 

 

The whole message of Easter is that no one not even:  

Soldiers, or  

Seals, or  

Stones, or  

Satan can ever stop the inevitability of God’s plans.  

 

The tomb is empty and Jesus Christ has risen and is alive forever more. 

 

Some people might ask and say, “You were not there so how can you believe?”  

Do you believe that the Germans lost World War 2 and surrendered?   

But you were not there? This is a historical event that is recorded not just with 

literature but even photos so this cannot be denied.  

  

You and I believe that Jesus Christ rose from the dead and know that this is the case 

because of: 

 

A. The testimonies of those who were present. 

 

B. The fact that they won, causes this world to be a totally different place. 

 

Yes I know that I was not present when Jesus rose from the dead, but likewise I still 

believe it with all my heart and also have two reasons why I believe.   

 

C. The testimonies and eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection. 

 

Mark 16:9-14 
9 a When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary 

Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told those who 

had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that 

Jesus was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it.  

                                                 
a Or seed 
b Or strike 
a The earliest manuscripts and other ancient witnesses do not have Mark 16:9-20. 
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12 Afterward Jesus appeared in a different form to two of them while they were 

walking in the country. 13 These returned and reported it to the rest; but they did not 

believe them either.  
14 Later Jesus appeared to the Eleven as they were eating; he rebuked them for their 

lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to believe those who had seen him after he had 

risen.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-9 
3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importancea: that Christ died for 

our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Peter,b and then to the 

Twelve. 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the 

same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as 

to one abnormally born.  
9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, 

because I persecuted the church of God. 

 

These are not just riffraff people, but reliable people who had no reason to deceive or 

lie.  

 

D. The world would be a total wreck if it were not for the life of Jesus Christ.  

 

On this special day sin and death was conquered and the most incredible victory was 

won and the world was and is different forever more because of Christ’s resurrection 

and because Jesus is alive and reigns forevermore.  

 

Try to imagine this world with no Christian churches. This world would be hell. It is 

the Church of Jesus Christ that has brought love and sanity into this world and even 

though the media is trying to destroy any good in this world, God, the church is still, 

through the work of the Holy Spirit, keeping some of the people of this world pure and 

holy.  

 

2. Jesus Christ’s resurrection changes the way we look at life and death.  

 

The Scripture uses very different words to what we do when it comes to death.  

 

A. Death will result in us seeing it as a wedding banquet. 

 

We, the church, are like a bride waiting for the coming of the bridegroom for, when 

we go home, we will be with Him forever as His bride.  

 

Matthew 22:1-14 

22     Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like 

a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those 

who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.  

                                                 
a Or you at the first 
b Greek Cephas 
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4 “Then he sent some more servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I 

have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and 

everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’  
5 “But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 

The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. 

He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.  
8 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did 

not deserve to come. 9 Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you 

find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they 

could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.  
11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 

wearing wedding clothes. 12 ‘Friend,’ he asked, ‘how did you get in here without 

wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless.  
13 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’  
14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.”  

 

B. Death will result in us getting a new body. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1-5 

5     Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building 

from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we 

groan, longing to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are 

clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are 

burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly 

dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now it is God who has 

made us for this very purpose and has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing 

what is to come. 

 

C. Death will result in us inheriting the crown of eternal life.  

 

Always remember that the empty tomb is the greatest source of joy for those who know 

the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Savior, but at the same time the greatest 

source of judgment and condemnation for those who do not.  

 

Revelation 2:10 
10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some 

of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, 

even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 

 

Romans 6:23 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life ina Christ Jesus our 

Lord.  

 

D. Death will result in us never perishing, but living eternally. 

 

John 3:16-18 

                                                 
a Or through 
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16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,f that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever 

believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned 

already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ was a fact of history and cannot be denied. 

 

1. Jesus Christ’s resurrection was inevitable no matter what.   

 

A. The testimonies of those who were present. 

B. The fact that they won causes this world to be a totally different place. 

C. The testimonies and eyewitnesses of Christ’s resurrection. 

D. The world would be a total wreck if it were not for the life of Jesus Christ.  

 

2. Jesus Christ’s resurrection changes the way we look at life and death.  

 

A. Death will result in us seeing it as a wedding banquet. 

B. Death will result in us getting a new body. 

C. Death will result in us inheriting the crown of eternal life.  

D. Death will result in us never perishing, but living eternally. 

 

Conclusion:  

 

Bottom line is that no one, not even soldiers or seals or stones or Satan can ever stop 

the inevitability of God’s plans from being fulfilled.  

 

No longer do we have to look upon death with fear, but with anticipation because we 

will be going to our real home, which is heaven for all eternity.  

 

I am not longing desperate to die right now as I still have work to do, but I am ready, 

because Jesus is my Savior and my Lord and it is going to be great to rule and reign 

with Him one day in Heaven, through all eternity. 

 

If you choose not to serve the Lord Jesus Christ and accept Him as your Lord and 

Saviour, your life will end splat.  Satan will have you for dinner and you will not even 

know it, because you are so comfortable in your unruffled and cushy life. But may 

you know today that, if you reject the Salvation that Jesus bought with His body and 

blood for you, you will pay with you own body and blood forever and ever because 

you blood is not pure and so you will burn in hell with unquenchable fire.  

 

May you accept and choose to accept Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and Saviour 

so that you may never fear death, but enjoy life and live with even greater expectancy. 

 

                                                 
f Or his only begotten Son 
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Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 16th April 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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