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Do everything with excellence! 

  

(A message to help us realize that we are not called  

to live a life of perfection, but of excellence) 
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THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

23rd April 2017 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Colossians 3:23 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men, 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us. 

 

************************************************* 

Clip: You Tube: - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V6xLYt265ZM  

 

************************************************* 

 

TITLE: Do everything with excellence! 

 

Introduction:  

 

Now I want to encourage you to excel and live with excellence, but never in 

arrogance or about you winning, but rather about you doing your best at all the time 

and to the glory of God and never allowing yourself the choice of giving up.  

 

Do you know there are only 2 things that you can choose for your future and that is to 

survive or the other is excel! 

 

If you choose to excel then anything in life is possible.  So may we choose to excel by 

living a life with excellence to the glory of God! 

 

Our motto for life should be: 

 

Excellence can be attained if you...  

care more than others think is wise;  

risk more than others think is safe;  
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dream more than others think is practical;  

expect more than others think is possible. 

Jim Gentil 

 

What is excellence? 

 

Excellence is a goal and value to be pursued where a person strives to excel in 

everything they do, say and think. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Other words for excellence: 

excellent,  

outstanding, 

exceptional,  

better,  

your best, 

superior. 

 

The killer of excellence is: 

mediocre,  

average, 

acceptable, (but not exceptional) 

good enough, (but not your best). 

 

Mediocrity is excellence in the mind of the mediocre. 

Author unknown 

 

This however is not excellence in the mind of God, because nothing less than our best 

is excellent when it comes to God.  

 

I believe that Scripture teaches us to be individuals of excellence and that God 

honours a heart and spirit of excellence. 

 

Colossians 3:23 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men, 

  

Ecclesiastes 9:10 
10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might,  

 

Thus doing something with excellence means that you do it with all your heart and 

with all your might and anything less is not flowing in a spirit of excellence and is 

unacceptable with God. God expects that from all of us as His children and we are to 

give nothing lest than our best because we should always adopt a spirit of excellence.  

 

A CLOSE CALL: 

Edward Steichen, who eventually became one of the world’s most renowned 

photographers, almost gave up on the day he shot his first pictures. At 16, young 

Steichen bought a camera and took 50 photos. Only one turned out -- a portrait of his 

sister at the piano. Edward’s father thought that was a poor showing. But his mother 
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insisted that the photograph of his sister was so beautiful that it more than 

compensated for 49 failures. Her encouragement convinced the youngster to stick 

with his new hobby. He stayed with it for the rest of his life, but it had been a close 

call. What tipped the scales? The vision to spot excellence in the midst of a lot of 

failure.  
SOURCE: Bits & Pieces, February 4, 1993, pp. 4-5. 

 

Excellence is not a skill.   

It is an attitude. 

Ralph Marston 

 

If you want to do everything with excellence then you and I need to change our 

attitude and from this day forth be committed to a spirit of excellence.  

 

I'm not talking about a half-hearted commitment to excellence for instance that you 

will show up to church when you feel like it or as often as you see fit, but rather a 

commitment to excellence in every area of your life and this involves sticking to God 

principles and not our own. 

 

Let us make sure that we display: 

 

1. Excellence in our Work. 

 

Ephesians 5:15-16 
15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most 

of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 

 

Let each day be your masterpiece. 
Author unknown 

 

Remember that a pretty good job is not an excellent job and we are to do an excellent 

job at all times and nothing less.  Remember that excellence takes a conscious effort, 

precision, time and hard work.  Remember that our best does not mean perfection, but 

rather doing something with excellence in the best way that we are able to do it. 

 

Striving for excellence simply means making every effort in preparation and 

execution to do the very best you can. 
 

So it does not matter whether you are a preacher, teacher, plumber, farmer, carpenter, 

doctor, lawyer, husband, wife, athlete, scholar, student, what ever sector that we work 

in, all of us need to adopt an attitude of excellence in all that we do and say and allow 

that to become a habit in our lives. 

 

The secret of joy in work is contained in the word - excellence.   

To know how to do something well is to enjoy it. 

         Pearl S. Buck 

 

Every job is a self-portrait of the person who does it. 

Autograph your work with excellence. 

Author unknown 
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So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Work. 

 

2. Excellence in our Mind. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:58  
58 Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 

yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the 

Lord is not in vain.  

 

We are what we repeatedly do. 

Aristotle 

 

Excellence then is not an act, but a habit. 

Aristotle  

 

May we all begin to renew our minds where we have been out of line so that our 

minds are full of excellence! 

  

Philippians 4:8 
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy—think about such things. 

 

So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Mind. 

 

3. Excellence in our Finances. 

 

Do you see yourself as an owner or as a steward of what God has entrusted to you? 

 

Remember that our leftovers are not good enough for God. 

 

So let us stop giving God our: 

leftover energy,  

leftover time,  

lift over money. 

 

How can we expect to have a God blessed life when we give God our second best? 

 

Proverbs 3:9 
9     Honor the LORD with your wealth,  

with the firstfruits of all your crops;  

 

Do you really care about what you offer and how you offer your gifts to God? 

 

Able’s sacrifice pleased and blessed God because he gave out of the best he had and 

gave it the way God prescribed. 

 

Cain on the other hand did not give his best and just grabbed whatever was most 

convenient and he did not desire to honor God, but to get the offering over with and 
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move on to something, which he thought was more important. 

 

Just imagine if God had to have done what was convenient for Him and taken a 

shortcut to find the easiest cheapest route to save us. 

 

Remember just because someone else does something does not mean that it is correct 

or that God is pleased by it or with it. 

 

So always go for what God wants and expects, not for what men expect or want. 

 

Our standard as the children of God should always be higher than others 

expectations. 

        Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

To serve God with a spirit of excellence takes a paradigms shift because it requires 

having an attitude of excellence and always wanting to do one's best and eventually it 

will become a habit. 

 

If we cannot be entrusted with the small things in life how can we be trusted with the 

bigger things in life? 

 

Do you remember that Jesus taught that unfaithful stewards were both wicked and 

lazy and we as His children should never be found wanting in this regards and be 

called wicked and lazy servants? 

 

So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Finances. 

 

4. Excellence in our Bodies. 

 

If it bears God’s name, it deserves our best. 
 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.  

 

Do we even eat and drink to the glory of God? 

 

Striving for excellence motivates you: 

Striving for perfection is demoralising. 

Herriet Braiker 

 

We are not called to strive for perfection, but excellence. May we take care of our 

bodies as ambassadors of God and use our bodies to bring glory to God and not to our 

selves.  

 

So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Bodies. 

 

5. Excellence in our Souls. 

 

2 Timothy 2:15 
15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not 
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need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. 

 

Excellence is an art won by training and habituation. 

Aristotle 

 

Your will and your emotions are to fall in line with the will of God and not what you 

want and don’t want. I am astounded at how many people base their decision making 

on their emotion. Well I don’t feel like doing that or this, but God says we are to do it. 

That posses a massive problem! 

 

Our God is worthy of nothing less than our best efforts and that we do not get tossed 

back and forth by our emotion, but rather sand firm in His truth. 

 

Let us make sure that we never give God our last-minute, half-hearted, leftover, and 

warmed-up efforts, but our very best boiling hot effort. 

 

So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Souls. 

 

6. Excellence in our Relationships. 

 

How is your relationship with God; excellent or mediocre? 

 

Revelation 3:15-16 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or 

the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit 

you out of my mouth. 

 

God deserves the best that we have,  

and the best that we are,  

and the best that we can give,  

 

God is displeased when we give him mediocre and not excellent service and is 

displeased when we try to cheat Him or shortchanging Him in anyway. 

 

When we do this we are guilty of putting Gods priority second to our own priorities 

first. May we put our relationship with God first before our friends and even our 

families! But in our relationship do we stand out as an excellent ambassador of God 

or do we just blend in and be part of the ‘crowd’. How sad this is because most of us 

choose to blend in and not stand out to, and for God’s glory. 

 

Excellence is a difficult concept to communicate because it can easily be misread 

as neurotic perfectionism or snooty sophistication. But it is neither. On the 

contrary, it is the stuff of which greatness is made. It is the difference between 

just getting by and soaring that which sets apart the significant from the 

superficial, the lasting from the temporary. 

Charles Swindoll 

 

Everything in life is temporary except our relationship with God and what we do to 

and for the glory of God. May we put our relationship with God above everything and 

everyone else because that is what will last forever and nothing else.  
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So let us make sure that we show Excellence in our Relationships. 
 

Re-Cap:  
 

1. Excellence in our Work. 

2. Excellence in our Mind. 

3. Excellence in our Finances. 

4. Excellence in our Bodies. 

5. Excellence in our Souls. 

6. Excellence in our Relationships. 

 

Conclusion:  
 

Don't live down to expectations. 

Go out there and do something remarkable. 

Wendy Wasserstein 

 

Remember that God gave His very best for us and so we can give nothing less than 

our very best to Him in everything. 

 

Let’s strive to do things with excellence all our days long no matter what we are 

called to do. 

 

So are you going to make a commitment to live a life of excellence in everything 

and to the glory of God? 

 

 

 

Benediction:  

 

   Num 6:24  May the LORD bless you and take care of you;  

   Num 6:25  May the LORD be kind and gracious to you;  

   Num 6:26  May the LORD look on you with favour and give you peace.  

 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought 

back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 

everything good for doing his will, and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 23th April 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/

