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Main Scripture: 

 

Hebrews 11:1 
1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and 

sharing this time with us.  

 

Introduction: 

 

Title: What is real Faith? 

 

1. Faith is ….? 

 

What in faith in your opinion? 

 

Is it positive thinking or, 

          a feeling or, 

                     church affiliation or, 

            confidence or,  

          hope that Jesus died for your sins or, 

          is it something far greater. 

 

Let’s turn to what is known as the faith chapter in the Bible as the word faith is mentioned 27 

times in the book of Hebrews. 

 

Hebrews 11:1 
1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 

 

Do you believe that God is able to perform the promises found in His Word? 

 

Do you believe that when God has said it then that settles it and there is no negotiating and, 

no matter what happens around and about you? That you don’t waiver in your belief? 

 

So then if you believe something and do not waver and it does not happen then you believe 

God said something in His word, but you have misinterpreted His Scriptures.  
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Faith is not hoping God can.  

It is knowing He will. 

       Author Unknown 

 

I know that I know that if God has said something that it will come to pass and nothing will 

change that truth. So I don’t hope that He can, but know that He will, because He is always 

true to his word. 

 

2. Faith is believing what God says is true.  

 

Hebrews 11:11 
11  By faith Abraham, even though he was past the age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 

enabled to become a father because hea considered Him faithful who had made the promise. 

 

God said it that settles it.  But you don’t know my circumstances.  Well Abraham was 100 

years old (almost dead as the Bible puts it) and Sarah was 90 years old and barren.  Hello! 

 

Faith doesn’t make sense.  

It makes miracles.  

       Author Unknown 

 

Hebrews 11:23 
23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw he 

was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 

 

Most people, nowadays, will not do anything against the law even if it goes against the Word 

of God.  Where has people’s faith gone? Certainly not in fear of God, but rather in man. If the 

government or state says that you may not give your child a smack or hiding if they are out of 

line, are you going to obey them or God? God says that the rod is for correction, not abuse as 

they try and make out. If you do abuse your child and don’t lovingly discipline your child, then 

you are out of line.  

 

Hebrews 11:24-25 
24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the 

pleasures of sin for a short time. 

 

What about you? We are called not to enjoy sin, but rather to live to please God. 

 

3. Faith is supposed to be based on God’s Word, not our beliefs. 

 

Jeremiah 28:16–17 
16 Therefore, this is what the LORD says: ‘I am about to remove you from the face of the earth. 

This very year you are going to die, because you have preached rebellion against the LORD.’ ”  
17 In the seventh month of that same year, Hananiah the prophet died. 

 

                                                           
a Or By faith even Sarah, who was past age, was enabled to bear children because she 
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What happens now if you say well I am going to pray that Hananiah be raised from the dead? 

Do you think that is going to happen? 

 

How many Christians today would pray for the prophet of God to be healed? 

 

Do you see what I am getting at? Because many times God says that I am not taking this person 

home and then we just go against his will by praying things that are not from God and claiming 

things that are not based on His promises. 

 

4. Faith is needed to receive the righteousness of God. 

 

Romans 3:22 
22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. 

 

Jesus on the cross takes our sins and heals us from all of our sins and gives us His 

righteousness.  

 

If you want to be found righteous then you need to learn to take God at His Word and then His 

righteousness if imparted to you because you have chosen to believe in Jesus Christ the Messiah 

of the world.  

 

Abraham believed and thus it was stored in his heart and it was accredited to him as 

Righteousness. 

 

Hebrews 11:6 
6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must 

believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

 

5. Faith is validated by your actions. 

 

You need to have actions that validate your faith or else it is dead.  

 

James 2:26 
26  As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 

In other word if your deeds do not display your so-called faith then you are only deceiving 

yourself, not other people and certainly not God.  

 

Faith is not a noun it is a verb which is a doing word, it is an action word. 

 

Blind Bartimaius cries out to Jesus.  

 

Luke 18:35–43 
35 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 
36 When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what was happening.  
37 They told   him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.”  
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!”  
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked 
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him,  
41 “What do you want me to do for you?” “Lord, I want to see,” he replied.  
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.”  
43 Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people 

   saw it, they also praised God. 

 

Why serve a God that can do only what you can conceive and imagine? Our God can do much 

more than you dream or imagine. God is wanting to restore what you have lost so cry out to 

him in faith and watch what He will do with you cry of faith that you make out to Him.  

 

Let you faith be bigger than your fear.  

       Author Unknown 

 

6. Faith is living by the promises of God, not your sight.  

 

2 Corinthians 5:7 
7 for awe walk by faith, not by 1sight— 

 

Faith is like Wi-Fi.  

It’s invisible, but it has the power to connect you to what you need.  

        Author Unknown 

 

Come hell or high water I will not waiver in my belief in the Lord Jesus.  This is what pleases 

God.  God wants to do abundantly above what we can dream or imagine.  

 

Faith is not being moved by what things look like, but by what the Word of God has to say 

and the promises that He has made to you personally.  

 

 

Hebrews 11:8 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 

obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

 

Faith is believing and being 100% sure that, no matter what things look like or what man may 

say,  you are unwavering that His promises will come to pass. My problem is that many people 

think that God has promised certain things and the truth is that He has not promised those things 

and we put our faith in something that He never promised only to get hurt.  

 

Faith isn’t a feeling. 

It’s a choice to trust God even when the road ahead seems uncertain.  

        Dave Willis.org 

 

7. Faith is built up by studying God’s Word. 

 

Now what happens when we have a belief system that is wrong in our lives?  The only way to 

change this is to read the Word of God.  

 
                                                           
a 1 Cor 13:12; 2 Cor 4:18 

1 Or appearance 
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Psalm 119:10-12 
10 I seek you with all my heart;  

    do not let me stray from your commands.  
11 I have hidden your word in my heart  

   that I might not sin against you.  
12 Praise be to you, LORD;  

    teach me your decrees. 

 

Your belief system is called the second compartment of your mind, which is your heart. 

 

Your belief system determines your actions. So if you want your actions to change then you 

need to change your belief systems and if you want your belief systems to change then you 

need to find out what God is saying so that you can change by beginning to believe what He is 

saying and hide it in your heart.  

 

So you decide whether you will allow God’s Word to change your heart or not.  

 

That is why Satan would want to distract you while the Word of God is being preached.  He 

wants to high-jack your thought patterns so that they can be held hostage and you will not be 

able to receive the Word of God. You will thus not be able to hide it in your heart and have 

your faith level grow.  

 

That is why we need God to come in and destroy the strongholds and high things because that 

is what holds our minds. 

 

That is why the Word that is preached under the anointing is able to break that and then your 

pattern of thought can change. 

 

As a man thinketh so is he and so shall he react. 

 

If you can change your thoughts then your environment can change, but if your thoughts do 

not change then the status quo will remain.  

 

Unless we hear the truth and choose to believe it then we are in trouble.  

With the heart a man believes. 

 

Re-Cap: 

1. Faith is ….? 

2. Faith is believing what God says is true.  

3. Faith is supposed to be based on God’s Word, not our beliefs. 

4. Faith is needed to receive the righteousness of God.  

5. Faith is validated by your actions. 

6. Faith is living by the promises of God and not by sight. 

7. Faith is built up by studding God’s Word. 

 

May we grow in our faith and love for God and may our faith not be based on our opinions or 

our faith, but on what God has said.  
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Remember that if you believe and have faith for something and it does not happen then your 

faith was missed place and God is not the one to be blamed for you error in your belief 

system.  

 

CLOSING: 

 

Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever! Amen. 

 

To receive this sermon, log on to www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za where you can find 

the notes and PowerPoint under “downloads”.  You can then listen to it or download it via 

iTunes to your device free of charge.  

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on 

the 30 April 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more 

sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 

1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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