
 1 

Do Christian have to go to Church? 

  

(A message to help us realize the incredible importance of Church and corporate 

gatherings, at our local congregation, on a weekly basis.) 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

21rd May 2017 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

Acts 20:7 
7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the 

people and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us 

 

Introduction:  

 

A cell in a body that takes up its own cause and starts to selfishly operate thinking just 

of itself is called - cancer. Cancer is detrimental to the rest of the body and needs to be 

killed a.s.a.p.  

 

The church if plagued with a deadly cancer that is starting to destroy the church of Jesus 

Christ.  This frightening cancer seems to be hitting the church all over the world and 

has to have chemo and radiation very quickly or else the church will die.  

 

This cancer is lack of commitment to your local church body and church attendance.  

 

TITLE: Do Christian have to go to Church? 

 

The average Christian in the US went to church twice a week 30 year ago and now 30 

years later the average Christian in the US goes to church twice a month. This is horrific 

and let me tell you if it carries on like this in 30 years from now you will hardly have 

any churches left. Church attendance is now at an all-time low in the US and trending 

downward and I would say the same is the case in South Africa and around the free 

world. 

 

If we as parents cannot be committed then do you honestly think that your children are 

going to be committed? No they will be even less committed and more than likely they 

will not even serve God. I have said this before and some persons were very upset with 
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me for saying this and so I apologized that they were hurt, but I said that I am sorry that 

I said those words but would not retract that statement as I believe it to be true. I have 

seen many children whose parents were not fully committed to the church and now they 

are not serving God as adults. This is just a fact that we cannot deny whether it upsets 

us or not.  

 

What does the Bible have to say about going to church and its importance, because it 

does not matter what you or I think, but it matters what God has to say. If we study the 

Bible, this subject is clear and we will know exactly what God has to say on this matter. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:23–25 
23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some 

who do not understandg or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out 

of your mind? 24 But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes in 

while everybody is prophesying, he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will 

be judged by all, 25 and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall down 

and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” 

 

This is clear as day that the church is called to come together. It also says that we should 

not speak in tongues without the interpretation of tongues, as it does not build up those 

that are listening. We are called to prophecy so that those that don’t know God can 

come to know Him and serve Him.  

 

Just imagine if everyone stopped going to church. Eventually you would have no more 

churches and this world would be ten time more wicked. Would you like that to be the 

case? 

 

James 2:2–3 
2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a 

poor man in shabby clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 

wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, 

“You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 

 

This is talking about a church service. Rather obvious would you not say? 

 

1 Corinthians 11:18–19 
18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions 

among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences 

among you to show which of you have God’s approval. 

 

Please note that this is not a cell group or bible study or home group or whatever word 

you would like to use but is a congregational church meeting. So we can clearly see 

that there were church meeting in the early church and should not stop today.  

 

We are now going to look at only 15 reasons why you should attend church every 

single Sunday unless there are extreme extenuating circumstances.  

 

1. Church attendance is something Jesus expects. 

                                                 
g Or some inquirers 
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Matthew 18:17 
17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even 

to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 

 

Please note that this is Jesus speaking and is talking about the church and how this 

community of people should operate and the discipline that there should be in the 

church. The problem these days is that many people do not want discipline and don’t 

want to be committed to anything, but this does not work when it comes to God.  

 

Acts 20:7 
7 On the first day of the week we came together to break bread. Paul spoke to the people 

and, because he intended to leave the next day, kept on talking until midnight. 

 

This shows us that, after the resurrection of Jesus Christ, Sunday was the church’s 

Sabbath and this was where people got equipped and taught.   

 

Revelation 3:1 
3
“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:  

These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven 

stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 

 

These are words that come from Jesus and they are addressed to the church and not a 

cell group. We as God’s people need to make sure that the church is still hear in 30 

years from now, but this will not be the case if, we the church, are not faithful. 

 

2. Church attendance is something that our example Jesus did.  
 

Luke 4:16 
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he 

went into the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 

 

This needs to be an ingrained custom that is instilled in our lives and our children’s 

lives. The tragedy is that we don’t keep the Sabbath day holy as we are instructed by 

God. It was made for us and not the other way around. Many have come to accept that 

God made the 7th day for them to do whatever they want with no regard for God and 

their relationship with Him. 

 

Genesis 2:2–3 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh 

day he rested from all his work. 3 And God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 

because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. 

 

God created for us a day of rest so that He could do what He wants in our lives 

and not so that we can do what we want with our life. 

       Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

The custom of the Savior, that Christians claim to follow, was that he went to the 

synagogue, which was the local congregation, and now we somehow think that we as 
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His followers can do whatever we want to because we have grace on our side. If you 

and I claim to be Christians then I believe that we should be following and doing what 

Jesus did and not popular culture or whatever we want. Jesus went to church on Sunday 

and so should we and that is it period. 

 

3. Church attendance is a command. 
 

Hebrews 10:25 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 

encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Give up – means to forsake, or to abandon, or to desert.  

 

This statement is in the imperative tense making it a command. Those that are in the 

habit of not going to church get out of the habit. So make it part of your custom to go 

to church every Sunday. Make it a habit to go to church so that you can grow and so 

that you can influence society, because you have been well equipped. 

 

4. Church attendance is so that all can get properly equipped. 
 

Ephesians 4:11–13 
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 

and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ. 

 

We have the 5 fold ministry in the church to equip us so that we can do works of service 

that are pleasing to God and also that we can reach unity, maturity and get to become 

like Jesus. 

 

This will never and can never happen to anyone outside of fellowship with the church. 

This can only happen inside the setting of your local congregation and nowhere else.  

 

5. Church attendance is there so you can be encouraged. 
  

1 Corinthians 14:26 
26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, 

or a word of instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must 

be done for the strengthening of the church. 

 

It is important that we have these things taking place when the church comes together 

so that we are strengthened in our walk with God.  

 

Ephesians 4:16 
16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, 

grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

We support, grow and encourage one another as we all play our role within the 

congregation, but if the body is strewn all over the place it will look like a deformed 
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body that does not support, grow and encourage each other and this will be detrimental. 

 

6. Church attendance is a place where you can share your gifts.  
 

1 Timothy 4:14 
14 Do not neglect your gift, which was given you through a prophetic message when 

the body of elders laid their hands on you. 

 

We are all called to impart what God has done in our lives, into the lives of others. The 

problem is that people are becoming more and more selfish and self-focused. You have 

gifts that you are to discover, develop and deploy to be a blessing to others.  

 

These gifts are not just for your 6 friends or cell group, but also for the church. The 

church needs you because you’re gifts, talents, abilities, experiences, testimonies and 

the purpose that God gave you gifts was so that you could give it away to others as a 

blessing.  

 

7. Church attendance is done also to train our children in God’s ways.  
 

Proverbs 22:6 
6 Train a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

We are to train our children that Sunday is the Lord’s Day and not our day to do just as 

we see fit. If we dishonor God in this, what will end up happening is that our children 

will end up turning way from God.  

 

Ezekiel 20:21 
21 “‘But the children rebelled against me: They did not follow my decrees, they were 

not careful to keep my laws—although the man who obeys them will live by them—

and they desecrated my Sabbaths. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and 

spend my anger against them in the desert. 

 

How about you and I? There is so much mentioned about the Sabbath and a day of rest. 

Do you desecrate this day by doing just as you please? I believe we need to be careful 

to keep God’s ways and one of them is to, as a family, go to your local synagogue or 

congregation to worship God on a Sunday. God want us to learn the value of community 

and kingdom living. 

 

 

8. Church attendance prevents you from going into heresy.  
 

Proverbs 18:1 
18

An unfriendly man pursues selfish ends; he defies all sound judgment. 

 

It is not good for Christians to be alone because they will end up going off track and 

into heresy. I have seen this time and time again. 

 

2 Peter 2:1 
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2
But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 

among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 

sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 

 

This comes from people being loan rangers and not being part of the body and a 

sound biblical congregation. 

 

9. Church attendance ensures that we remain under spiritual 
authority.  

 

Hebrews 13:17 
17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men 

who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, 

for that would be of no advantage to you. 

 

Sometimes the work for leaders is a major spiritual burden carrying a congregation that 

is not committed and on fire for God. This is spiritually exhausting for leaders and of 

no benefit to the congregant. How can you submit to your leader’s authority if you are 

never at church? Remember that your submission to your spiritual authority is only 

tested when they tell you something that you don’t want to do.  

 

Do you submit when your leader tells you not to do something or do you just carry on 

and do it because you don’t feel like listening? 

 

10. Church attendance causes us to be in relationship with the body. 
 

1 Corinthians 12:12 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are 

many, they form one body. So it is with Christ. 

 

When we are doing our own thing and not playing our part we ensure that the Body of 

Christ is like a disabled person that is not able to function without help. Much of the 

church is hobbling along because so few are playing their part in the body.  

 

11.  Church attendance causes you to grow spiritually.  
 

Ephesians 4:11–16 
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, 

and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so 

that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 

the fullness of Christ.  
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown 

here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in 

their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow 

up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and 

held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each 

part does its work. 

 

We are called a body and a piece that is separated from the body is not very slightly 
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and leaves the church damaged and hurt.  

 

12. Church attendance helps us to learn to love one another. 
 

John 13:35 
35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

Sometimes it is difficult to love those inside the church but if we cannot love even those 

inside the church we certainly will not be able to love those outside the church.  

 

13. Church attendance helps remove a selfish heart. 

 

Philippians 2:3 
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 

better than yourselves. 

 

You are selfish because you are tired and don’t want to get up and dressed and go to 

church. You don’t care about others and serving them with your gift and are only 

interested in serving your own interests and are selfish and will end up causing your 

heart to harden towards the church.  

 

14. Church attendance help us make personal and business connections.  
 

Acts 2:42 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. 

 

When we have great fellowship with people in the congregation we are able to make 

personal and business connections that can be a huge blessing to us and others. 

 

15. Church attendance helps keep the church and preaching going. 
 

1 Corinthians 16:2 

16 Now about the collection for God’s people: Do what I told the Galatian churches 

to do. 2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money 

in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have 

to be made. 

 

Acts 11:22 
22 News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 

Antioch. 

 

Acts 15:41 
41 He went through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches. 

 

How can you say Jesus I love you, but I don’t love your bride the church Lord Jesus? 

Christ and the church are interconnected and you cannot have one without the other. 

 

Excuses that are in our control are totally unacceptable and sadly I know you will get 

many that will try and spin the grace card which actually holds  no water, but is an 
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abuse of Scripture and shows a total disregard of the Word of God and His church.  

 

I find it amusing that the Lord’s Day is the first day that is sacrificed when we need so 

called time. The Bible says that we are to keep the Sabbath day holy and not to use it 

as an extra day of work or for our own, but to connect deeper with God and his people. 

That is the true intention of God creating the day of rest, not for you to do whatever you 

want.  How about you give up some of your extracurricular activates, but not God and 

His church for that is what Sunday is actually all about and why God created this day 

of rest.  

 

Whatever is stopping you from meeting then stop it immediately for the sake of your 

soul, your children and others.  

 

Do you know that there are countless people around the world that would give their eye 

tools to attend a church service like this every Sunday and we are unfaithful and take it 

for granted? How sad things have become in the church. 

 

So tell me how strong would the church be if everyone treated the church like 

you did? 

 

How often would it meet? 

Would it still be here? 

Would it have to close down because you never help sustain it financially? 

What are you saying to the world?  

 

Is fishing or seeing friends and playing more important to you than God and His 

church?  

 

So ask not what the church can do for you, but rather what you can do for the 

church. 

 

Go and find a church that God will attend. Stop you excuses and get connected to a 

congregation where you have the Bible taught with accuracy. 

 

This is a discipline that we should never ever allow ourselves to let go of. Church 

attendance is a Christian discipline that we should not negotiate in our lives.  

 

Re-Cap:  

 

1. Church attendance is something Jesus expects. 
2. Church attendance is something that our example Jesus did.  
3. Church attendance is a command. 
4. Church attendance is so that all can get properly equipped. 
5. Church attendance is there so you can be encouraged. 
6. Church attendance is a place where you can share your gifts.  
7. Church attendance is done also to train our children in God’s ways.  
8. Church attendance prevents you from going into heresy. 
9. Church attendance ensures we remain under spiritual authority.  
10. Church attendance causes us to be in relationship with the body. 
11. Church attendance causes you to grown spiritually.  
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12. Church attendance helps us to learn to love one another. 
13. Church attendance helps remove a selfish heart. 
14. Church attendance help us make personal and business connections.  
15. Church attendance helps keep the church and preaching going. 

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 21th May 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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