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Happy Mother’s Day 

 

(A message to help us see that all mothers go through difficult times, but that they 

are still called not to be swayed by their calling as a mother.) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 1:26-38 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us.  

 

A happy mother’s day to all of you fabulous mothers in this congregation and around 

the world. We salute you as heroes in our lives. 

 

Introduction: 

 

1 Peter 3:6-7 
7 Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat 

them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of 

life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers. 

 

"Weaker partner" or some other translations say "weaker vessel" means that we are all 

vessels and that men in general are stronger vessels than women. Now a vessel holds 

something, meaning that vessel just means that men are stronger physically. You don’t 

need to be a rocket scientist to understand this Scripture. This does not mean that men 

are superior in any way, but just stating a truthful fact.  It is quite obvious that most 

times a man is stronger than a woman physically and that is why the words “weaker 

vessel” is used. This is just quite obvious as we see most sports in the world today you 

do not have male competing against a female because it is just an unfair match. This is 

not because of gender inequality, but just that the woman is weaker physically than the 

man. Period end of the story! That is why you even see statistics showing that only 3% 

of construction workers are female in the US. So generally men have a genetic physical 

advantage both in strength and stamina when it comes to a woman, hence the woman 

has been seen as physically weaker but certainly not necessarily in any other area. To 

think that a woman is weaker, mentally, emotionally, or spiritually is just laughable and 

obviously erroneous in ones thinking and interpretation.  The Bible speaks on the 

equality of the gender. Sure it speaks about gender roles within marriage, but this does 

not change ones value, worth or equality. Sadly the world has misinterpreted the 

Scriptures and the beauty of God’s design. 
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There is complementariness between the man and the woman and this is what makes 

our differences so different yet so beautiful at the same time.  

 

Our faith is based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ for if there was no resurrection 

then there would be no Christianity? Correct? 

 

If you think that Christianity is a discriminator of gender then tell me why on earth did 

Jesus then, after He had risen from the dead reveal Himself to woman and not men if 

men are more special. This is just an unwise notion and belief that is flawed, irrational, 

illogical and untrue that God favours one gender above another.  

 

A woman came with an alabaster jar and poured it over Jesus. He then goes on to say 

that, “Wherever the gospel is preached this will be told what this woman has done in 

worship of me.” 

 

Jesus saw the woman at the well who had had 5 broken marriages. Jesus then ministers 

to her and then makes her the first evangelist to the Samaritan world. Do you see that 

no one is greater than the other? We just have the privilege of taking what God has 

done in us and then serving it to the rest of the world.  

 

So please do not think that one gender is greater or more superior in the eyes of God, 

because if you think that you are seriously mistaken 

 

Ephesians 5:23–24 
23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, 

of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives 

should submit to their husbands in everything. 

 

There has to be mutual respect and partnership within marriage and not a male 

hierarchical structure. Men are to honor and esteem their wives by showing them the 

respect and praise that they deserve and not treat them as their property to abuse and 

use. 

 

Men are the sacrificial heads of their wives in that they are called to be the leaders and 

protectors of their spouses and not bosses. If you have believed that you do not 

understand the heart of God or the Scriptures. You can only have one person in a 

marriage that, at the end of the day, has to make the final decision and God chose the 

man within the marriage and hence, he will be accountable one day when he stands 

before God, and not the woman, for the decision made.  

 

I thought I would just share this truth to dispel any ridiculous notion that one gender is 

greater than the other or more superior or more loved than the other. That is just not 

true. 

 

Let us have a look at Luke 1:26-38. Normally this is a passage of Scripture that is read 

at Christmas time. So I’m not sure if this is a Christmas text that we’re using on 

Mother’s Day, or a Mother’s Day text that we usually use at Christmas time. But it will 

work either way, no matter when you read it, so here we go.  
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Luke 1:26-38 
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a 

virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are 

highly favored! The Lord is with you.”  
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 

might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 

with God. 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The 

Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end.”  
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”  
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 

Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be calleda the Son of 

God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 

who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37 For nothing is impossible with 

God.”  
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” 

Then the angel left her. 

 

Being a godly mother or father has always been a huge and difficult responsibility. It 

seems that virtually everything is pitted against the family. 

 

You send your kids out into a world where there is drugs, alcohol, bullies and gangs, 

but now you also have TV and the lies and false immoral indoctrination that comes 

along with what is seen on the screens and, to top it all, you have the Internet where 

pornography and everything you can think of is thrown in your face. 

 

The world today is pretty much aligned against the family and then, to top it all, we 

have society, it seems, that is trying to undermine and tear down the importance of 

motherhood. Being a mother is one of the noblest and most important calling on earth 

and should never ever be looked down on. 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  

Tony Campolo says that his wife is a brilliant woman. She has a PHD and is capable 

of pursuing a very profitable career. But she elected to stay home with her children 

when they were young. Her decision didn’t bother her at all except when other 

women would ask, “What do you do?” She would answer, “I’m a homemaker. I stay 

at home and take care of my children and my husband.” They would usually respond 

with “Oh” and then ignore her from then on.  

 

So Mrs. Campolo came up with this response when she was asked what she did: “I’m 

socializing two Homo-sapiens in Judeo-Christian values so they’ll appropriate the 

eschatological values of utopia. What do you do?” They would often blurt out “I’m 

only a psychologist or a doctor” or “I’m a lawyer” and then wander off with a dazed 

look in their eyes.  

 

                                                 

a  Or So the child to be born will be called holy, 
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May we, as the church uplift the role of the mothers within a home and its incredible 

value. 

 

I would like to share with you a little bit of truths that we can learn from Mary's life 

as a mother to Jesus. 

 

She had difficulties too, as all mothers go through many different difficulties in their 

lifetimes, yet she still stayed a loving godly mother to her children. 

 

1. Mary had to deal with many difficulties.  
 

We see from the Bible that she had to endure many difficult issues in life. She had four 

other sons and at least 2 daughters with Joseph meaning that they were Jesus’ half 

brothers or sisters. Their names where James, Joseph, Simon and Judas and I don’t 

know the sisters names. Here are Scriptures that you can have a look at to confirm this 

reality (Matthew 12:46-50; 13:54-56; 13:54-56; Mark 6:3; Luke 8:19-20; John 2:12; 

7:3-10; Acts 1:14; 1 Corinthians 9:5; Galatians 1:19). 

 

Matthew 13:55–57 
55 “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his 

brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then 

did this man get all these things?” 57 And they took offense at him. 

 

I don’t think that the kids would have just been given whatever they wanted and I would 

think that having at least six children must have made things financially rather difficult. 

Maybe you, as a mother, feel the financial pressures that you are not able to give your 

child everything other children get. Maybe you feel it’s not fair that you can’t buy 

whatever your child asks for because you just don't have the funds. 

 

Don't fall into the trap that you feel that you have to go into debt to buy all the things 

your children want. Our children have got to learn that the most valuable things in life 

can’t be bought with money.  

 

ILLUSTRATION: 
Jean Baron writes in Readers Digest about the old mobile home where she lived with 

her teen-age son. She said, “The home was structurally unsound, & the plumbing 

always leaked.” She was ashamed when her son brought friends home because of 

their meager surroundings. 

 

But one day she learned that her son’s best friend, who had all the material things 

anyone could want, had run away from home. She said, “I was puzzled, so I asked my 

son why.” He explained, “Well, mom, at their house they had a lot of environment, 

but not very much love. Here, we have lots of love, but not very much environment.” 

 

So remember that the love that you give your child and the direction and wisdom that 

you impart into their lives, is far more important than the things that you can acquire 

and give them. Also remember that the difficulties that you go through help them grow 

and mature and learn that life is a journey in discovery and learning.  
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2.  Mary had to deal with a negative reputation.  
 

Now I presume that most of us know and believe that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit and that Mary was the mother that gave birth to Jesus. We know this truth, but 

only Joseph knew this truth after the angel had revealed to him what was going on. You 

must understand that almost no one else understood or believed what was going on. 

 

Remember that the rest of the community did not accept this to be the case. You must 

remember that Nazareth was a little town and normally in little towns there is a lot of 

gossiping tongues wagging all over the place. You would have heard rumors going 

around such as, "Isn't that Mary that is pregnant yet not married?"  

 

John 8:41 
41b “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God 

himself.” 

 

Here we can see that Jesus was perceived as an illegitimate child even as He grew up 

into adulthood.  Can you see from this that Mary had to deal with a negative reputation 

her whole life? 

 

APPLICATION: 

You as a mother may have had this in your past.  

 

Your children might even use this against you to try to stop you from speaking into 

their lives about morality do not succumb to the imposing guilt that comes from your 

past. 

 

Remember the old is gone and the new has come.  You just make sure that you speak 

with godly authority into your children's lives. Remember we are saved by grace and 

not works so we cannot boast of anything in our lives.  

 

3. Mary had to deal with a child that was rejected and abused.  
 

This is incredibly difficult and hard thing for any mother to accept and to deal with in 

life as a mother always wants to protect and ensure that her children enjoy life to the 

full and do not get abused in any way. 

 

ILLUSTATION: 
Jerry Clower, a comedian whose size would make you think he is a professional 

football player, says that his son was the field goal kicker for his high school football 

team. One day his son had a chance to kick the goal that would give his team the lead 

and maybe even win the game, but the kick went wide of the goal.  

 

A man about 4 rows from where Jerry Clower was sitting jumped up and began 

heckling loudly. “Who is that kicker anyway? He couldn’t hit the broad side of a barn 

with a football.” And he went on and on, ridiculing Jerry’s son. 

 

Clower said, “I took all of it I could, and then I made my way through the crowd, sat 

down next to that guy, looked him right in the eye, and said, ‘You need to thank Jesus 
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that you’re still alive.” The guy said, “What do you mean?” Clower answered, “That’s 

my son you’re ridiculing, and the only reason you’re not dead right now is because 

I’m a Christian and Jesus won’t let me kill you.” 

` 

It’s pretty tough, isn’t it, to see your children abused?  

 

Luke 2:34-35 
34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined 

to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 

against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will 

pierce your own soul too.” 

 

What do you think Mary must have felt when they hurled these accusations at Him:  

 

“He’s crazy,  

He’s a drunkard, 

He’s demon possessed, 

He’s guilty of blasphemy.”  

And can you imagine the pain she felt as she watched Jesus crucified on Calvary’s 

Hill? 

 

4. Mary had to raise her children possibly as a single mother. 

 

Luke 2:41–42 
41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 42 When he 

was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom. 

 

After this event in the Bible Joseph is never mentioned again. Please note that I am 

personally surmising that Joseph passed away some time between the ages of Jesus 

being 12 years of age and the beginning of His early ministry. At the wedding in Canaan 

there is no mention of Joseph. 

 

APPLICATION: 

We have an unprecedented amount of single parents in this day and age. I want to say 

to you single moms, and dads too, “You are the unsung heroes of society.” To raise a 

child alone must be an incredibly difficult and challenging task. 

  

No matter what the challenges you may have in raising your children may you carry 

on doing it with godly integrity knowing that one day you will be rewarded! 

 

5. Mary had to face the fact that people hated her child.  
 

Matthew 2:13 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, 

for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

 

Can you just imagine having to flee from your own home because your child is hated 

so much that the king wants to kill your son. Can you just imagine how Satan tries to 

thwart the plan of God for our children's lives! 
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APPLICATION: 
What are you going to do or need to do to protect your children from the evils of this 

world? Sometimes we need to choose to turn off the TV, Internet and take away their 

phones.  We should even send them on Christian courses and ensure that they get the 

influences that they need to grow up in a godly way. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

  

Mother’s Day may be a tough day for some of you. I’ve not always been sensitive to 

that because I’ve generally thought of it as a happy day. But I do realize for some that 

is not necessarily so. If your mother is dead, it may be a sad day for you, but focus on 

the good times. You might have memories of her and you long once again for her 

words and her presence. 

 

If you’re childless, then you may feel empty today, but likewise with God all things 

are possible and God can open your womb. 

 

If you had a poor relationship with your mother, spending your time arguing and 

fighting with each other, you may feel guilty today. The best is to phone her and repent 

and give her the love and respect that she deserves as you mother.  

 

Or if you have rebellious children who have rejected your prayers and teaching, you 

may feel like a failure today, or that you have disappointed God. Let go of all of that 

and begin to build bridges with all your children and speak into their lives.  

 

STRONG WOMAN VERSUS A WOMAN OF STRENGTH 

A strong woman works out every day to keep her body in shape...  

but a woman of strength kneels in prayer to keep her soul in shape... 

A strong woman isn’t afraid of anything...  

but a woman of strength shows courage in the midst of her fear... 

A strong woman won’t let anyone get the best of her...  

but a woman of strength gives the best of herself to everyone... 

A strong woman makes mistakes and avoids the same in the future...  

but a woman of strength realizes life’s mistakes can also be God’s blessings and 

capitalizes on them... 

A strong woman walks sure footedly...  

but a woman of strength knows God will catch her when she falls... 

A strong woman wears the look of confidence on her face...  

but a woman of strength wears grace... 

A strong woman has faith that she is strong enough for the journey...  

but a woman of strength has faith that it is in the journey that she will become 

strong... 

 

The good news is that the Bible talks not just about imperfect earthly families and how 

we can help them. But the Bible also talks about the eternal family. One day we will be 

with God who is our heavenly Father. One day we will be with Jesus. One day we will 

be a part of the great family of God in the place that God has prepared for us through 

Jesus Christ. And there we’ll live with Him for all eternity. 
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In the meantime, we need to do everything we can to make our families the best they 

can be to the glory of God. So this morning, if you’re here and outside of Jesus Christ, 

we extend His invitation, and we pray that you will respond to the love of Christ, 

expressed through His death and His burial and His resurrection. We invite you to come 

as we stand and as we sing so that you can commit your life to the eternal Father. 

 

Re-cap: 

1. Mary had to deal with many difficulties. 

2. Mary had to deal with a negative reputation. 

3. Mary had to deal with a child that was rejected and abused. 

4. Mary had to raise her children possibly as a single mother.  

5. Mary had to face the fact that people hated her child. 
 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 14th May 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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