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Main Scripture: 

 

John 8:31–36 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 

are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
33 They answered him, “We are Abraham’s descendantsa and have never been slaves 

of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?”  
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a 

slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the 

Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us 

 

Introduction:  

 

This week someone once again said that they have a friend that said that they are not 

interested in Christianity because they've seen too much hypocrisy among Christians. 

 

This kind of statement, I must say, irritates the living daylights out of me every time I 

hear it. The reason for this is that I would ask what constitutes someone being a 

Christian and someone being a hypocrite? 

 

Here is something that Jesus said that is incredibly disturbing but will bring clarity to 

this whole sermon and something that we all need to remember and understand. 

 

Matthew 7:21–23 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on 

that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out 

demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew 
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you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

Do you see that Jesus said, ‘Away from me, you evildoers!’ This means to me that those 

who do things contrary to the way he would do things, will never be a part of him. So 

let us have a look at other Scriptures so that we can have clarity in understanding in 

regard to this frightening passage of Scripture. 

 

Only the Kingdom doers and not the self-sayers are going to heaven! 

        Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 
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1. Those that obey Jesus’ teachings are Christians. 
 

John 8:31 
31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you 

are really my disciples.  

 

Hold can also be translated abide and this means to remain or to continue in His Word 

or to obey His teachings. Disciple means – follower, student, and learner. 

 

Learn means to grow and this is what true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ do. They 

continue to learn and grow in Him. 

 

John 15:10 
10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my 

Father’s commands and remain in his love. 

 

Please note that this is Jesus speaking and He says that we have to remain in obedience 

to Him. This is where the “grace gospel” has taken things out of context and caused 

tremendous heresy to infiltrate the church of Jesus Christ. Certainly we are saved by 

grace, but we cannot and may not ride on the grace of God because He will not allow 

that nonsense.  

 

This means that if you're a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ you cannot give yourself 

the option of choosing not to obey Jesus. You have to choose to obey Jesus no matter 

how you feel. 

 

1 John 2:5–6 
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5 But if anyone obeys his word, God’s lovec is truly made complete in him. This is 

how we know we are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did. 

 

Now this is an incredibly important Scripture in my books because I'm so sick and tired 

of people calling themselves Christians, but they walk as they want to, but they certainly 

don't walk as Jesus did. You see the world is not stupid and are not deceived by someone 

saying one thing and living another. The problem is that Christianity gets the bad rap 

instead of the individual and sadly they are not able to discern that all that person is, is 

a sheep in wolves’ clothing and is basically a non-believer trying to portray himself as 

a believer. 

 

So here I would say don't look at men but look to God as the author and perfector of 

one's belief system because when you put your hope and your faith in an individual 

you will get hurt. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5–7 
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not 

realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 And I trust that 

you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that you will 

not do anything wrong. Not that people will see that we have stood the test but that you 

will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 

 

Do you see that we are called to examine ourselves and see that we do things that are 

right and in line with the way that Jesus did them or else we are not his disciples? You 

don’t test yourself for others’ sake but more so for your own sake. However I promise 

you that others have and will continue to put you through that test all the time. 

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus’ teachings are Christians. 
 

2. Those that obey Jesus’ teachings will know the truth. 
 

John 8:32a 
32 Then you will know the truth,  

 

You will only get to know the truth of God when you hold to the teachings of Jesus and 

live accordingly. 

 

God does not reveal the hidden truths in His Word to those that do not obey Him and 

abide in His ways. If you want to know the truth then you have to make sure that you 

live out your life as Jesus would have you live out your life. 

 

You cannot get to know the secret things of God without abiding in Him and choosing 

to obey Him at every point. 

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus’ teachings will know the truth. 
 

3. Those that obey Jesus’ teachings will live in freedom. 
 

                                                 
c Or word, love for God 
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John 8:32b 
32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  

 

It would seem that everyone is searching for freedom however. This can only be found 

in a relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ as we live in obedience to His ways. 

 

Though many people think that freedom comes from political democracy. However, 

freedom does not come from a political system or party, but only comes through 

knowing the Lord Jesus Christ and living a life to please Him.  You will always remain 

in bondage if you think that freedom will come through any other thing, but God. 

 

Most people in our nation are in bondage because they think freedom comes through 

the ANC when in actual fact it only comes through abiding in Christ. 

 

If you want the loving freedom then you better get to know God and choose to follow 

in His footsteps. 

 

Titus 1:16 
16 They claim to know God, but by their actions they deny Him. They are detestable, 

disobedient and unfit for doing anything good.  

 

God is not just interested in our profession of faith, but more so in our life of 

faith. 

        Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus teachings will live in freedom. 
 

4. Those that don’t obey Jesus teachings end up as slaves to sin. 
 

John 8:34 
34 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  

 

I have found that many people remain in bondage to sin and remain in their sinful state 

because they choose not to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ and can never get out 

of the bondage that holds them back in life. 

 

Please note that this is not talking about an individual sin that you commit once in a 

blue moon but rather a perpetual ongoing habit of sin. 

 

For instance maybe you have a problem with drinking and you just do not let it go or 

with smoking. Now if you choose to carry on in this sin you will become a slave to it 

and will never know the freedom of Christ because you are in bondage to that sin. Now, 

before you get offended with me, because many people will get offended with me 

because I have said this,  you need ask yourself would Jesus approve of you smoking 

or of drinking yourself into a drunken stupor? I certainly do not believe that that is the 

way that Jesus walked and hence He would not give you His approval. 

 

The problem is that you need to get to the point of choosing to let go your sin so that 

you can no longer be a slave to sin but a slave to righteousness and walk in freedom 

in that area of your life. 
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Matthew 16:24 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

 

Most people in this day and age do not want to deny themselves but want to do what- 

ever they want to do and this certainly does not involve denying themselves of any 

pleasure. If you are not willing to deny yourself then you are not a disciple of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus teachings will live in freedom. 
 

5. Those that obey Jesus teachings end up in heaven. 
 

John 8:35 
35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  

 

You might be part of the family for a time, but certainly not permanently if you choose 

to carry on being a slave to your sinful habits and  not allowing God to set you free 

from things that are holding you back from fully serving Him. God will need to adopt 

you as a son or should I say an obedient son in his house so that you can live and rule 

and reign with Him forever. If you remain a slave, you will not have a permanent place 

in God’s family. 

 

Let us not fall into the category that believe for a while and then fall away. 

 

Luke 8:13 
13 Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but 

they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the time of testing they fall away. 

 

We are called to remain faithful to the end. 

 

You will get defectors like Judas Iscariot so don’t you dare be deceived to believe that 

once saved you will always be saved, because that is just not true. 

 

Remember that you will know them by their fruit and not by their speech. 

 

There are many that believe, but few that live by what they believe. Remember the 

demons believe and shudder but they don’t serve God, but Satan. Many doctors know 

what smoking does to your body and believe the effects that smoking has to one’s body, 

but they still smoke.  

 

Belief is not just enough because you have to live by what you believe.  

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus’ teachings end up in heaven. 
 

6. Those that obey Jesus’ teachings live lives of freedom. 
 

John 8:36 
36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 
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Jesus is the one that sets people free from bondages and strongholds and generational 

curses and from being a slave to sin. So if you want to live a life of freedom you need 

to go to Jesus who is the true freedom giver.  Praise God that I can live a life of complete 

freedom because of the fact that I know and live according to His ways. 

 

So remember that only those that obey Jesus teachings live lives of freedom. 
 

Re-Cap:  
 

1. Those that obey Jesus teachings are Christians. 
2. Those that obey Jesus teachings will know the truth. 
3. Those that obey Jesus teachings will live in freedom. 
4. Those that don’t obey Jesus teachings end up as slave to sin. 
5. Those that obey Jesus teachings end up in heaven. 
6. Those that obey Jesus teachings live lives of freedom. 

 

Right I believe that it is now time for some of you to recommit you lives to the Lordship 

of Jesus Christ. Recommit your life to God completely without deviating from His 

teachings ever again. 

 

There are some of you that want to let go of continued sin in your life that you have 

chosen not to let go completely, but you have not been set free completely as you are 

still a slave to that sin.  You have now decided. No you cannot be set free from this by 

just deciding, but that you need the help of the Lord Jesus Christ to set you free. 

 

If you fall into any of those categories, I encourage you to come forward. I and the 

elders and deacons are going to pray for you. 

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 11th June 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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