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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 18:8 
8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth? 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us. 

 

Can Jesus return today? 

 

Answer: ________________ No because there are still things that need to take place 

according to Bible prophesy.  

 

Luke 18:8 
8 I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on the earth?” 

 

Here Jesus asked if there will be any people that believe in Him when He comes 

again.  And so I need to ask you how is your faith doing? We need to make sure that our 

faith and commitment to God is always solid and complete, so that when He comes He 

finds us not just faithful, but full of faith and devotion to Him. 

 

Getting prepared for the Rapture (second coming or day of the Lord)! 

 

How can we get and be ready? 

 

It took Queen Esther lots of time, dedication and preparation to get ready for her wedding 

and likewise it takes repentance, obedience and complete surrender to the Lord for us to 

make sure that we are ready.  

 

You must be born again, because it is only for believers in Christ Jesus and then those that 

carry on living out their belief in righteousness, holiness and obedience! This does not 

mean, however, for those that have an imbalanced understanding of the grace of God that 
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you can live just as you please. 

 

So may I ask you what needs to change in your life and in my life? It is crucial to ask God 

to search our hearts and then for Him to let us know if there is any wicked way within us 

that needs to change. Our hearts can deceive us so we must ask God and not ourselves if 

we need to change things in our lives                       . 

 

Ephesians 5:27 
27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other 

blemish, but holy and blameless. 

 

God is not going to be coming back for a church that is full of stains, wrinkles and 

blemishes, but rather for a holy and blameless church. So if you are not holy and blameless 

at the rapture then, guess what, you will not be going with the Lord Jesus Christ. This is 

just a fact from Scripture and warning to get our lives right with God. 

 

A. To be saved and raptured is available to all of mankind. 

 

Luke 14:16-24 
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many 

guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 

‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, 

and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’  
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them 

out. Please excuse me.’  
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 

became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the 

town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’  
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make 

them come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those men who were 

invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ” 

 

a. God’s chosen people were invited to receive salvation, but rejected the invitation. 
 

Luke 14:16-17 
16 Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many 

guests. 17 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, 

‘Come, for everything is now ready.’  

 

1. Their property was more important than God. 

 

Luke 14:18 
18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, 

and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’  

 

Do you see that some people have property that is more important to them than God? They 

have lots of time for their investing in the property, but not for God.  
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2. Their things and jobs were more important than God. 

 

Luke 14:19 
19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them 

out. Please excuse me.’  

 

Some people have bought a new business or things and are now more interested in playing 

with them than responding to a special invitation. 

 

3. Their relationships were more important than God.  

 

Luke 14:20 
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’  

 

God should be more important than all your relationships even your most important 

relationship, which is with your spouse.  

 

b. God chooses to invite everyone to receive Salvation. 
 

Luke 14:21-23 
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the 

house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys 

of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’  
22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’  
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and make 

them come in, so that my house will be full.  

 

God then invited the gentiles and anyone that was willing to accept such a great salvation. 

The invitation of Salvation is given to every person, nation, colour, creed, culture, 

language and people group in the world. Now the ball is in our courts whether we are 

going to accept the invitation and attend the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

 

c. God chooses not to allow anyone to receive Salvation that rejects His invitation. 
 

Luke 14:24 
24 I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.’ ” 

 

Many so-called Jews and lukewarm Christians are going to miss the wedding banquet of 

the Lamb because of these reasons and more.  

 

B. To be saved and raptured is harder than what you think. 

 

1. You have to continually be on fire for God.  

 

Matthew 25:1–13 

25 “At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their 

lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish and five were 

wise. 3 The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. 4 The wise, 

however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5 The bridegroom was a long time in 
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coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  
6 “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’  
7 “Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish ones said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’  
9 “‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to 

those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’  
10 “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins 

who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.  
11 “Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the door for us!’  
12 “But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t know you.’  
13 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour. 

 

This is talking about Christians that are ready and other Christians that are lukewarm 

and not keeping watch and ready, because they allow other things in their lives to take 

greater priority in their lives than God. 

 

 If you get drunk you will not be ready. 

 If you don’t go to church you will not be ready. 

 If you watch pornography you will not be ready. 

 If you are lukewarm or worldly you will not be ready. 

 If you are sleeping with your girlfriend you will not be ready. 

 If you do not give to God what is God’s you will not be ready. 

 If you are harbouring hatred in your heart you will not be ready. 

 If you are stealing God’s tithes and offering you will not be ready. 

 If you are sleeping with someone of the same sex you will not be ready. 

 If you are worshiping any idol and not God alone you will not be ready. 

 

2. You have to be willing to lose your life for God.  

 

Matthew 10:38-39 
38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 

Taking up your cross is not always comfortable and easy, but we are called to take it up 

because of our love for God.  

 

It goes even further and says we are called to lose our lives for the sake of the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

3. You have to never let your fire for the Lord die out.  

 

Revelation 3:16 
16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of 

my mouth. 

 

When you spit something out of your mouth what does that imply? It implies that you are 

getting rid of it and want nothing to do with that and it is now worthless. So if you are not 

on fire for God but only mediocre, in other words lukewarm, guess what God is saying to 

you today? That is correct and that is that He is about to reject you. 
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4. You have to live in peace with man and live a holy life.  

 

Hebrews 12:14 
14 Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one 

will see the Lord.  

 

Now I come back to my statement earlier because I believe it is harder to be saved than 

what most people think. Do you see it says that without holiness no one will see the Lord? 

God. He is holy and that is why He says that we must be holy because we will not be able 

to be in His presence without his blood applied to our hearts and our living in intimate 

relationship with Him.  

 

5. You have to stand firm in your love for God to the end.  

 

Matthew 24:12–13 
12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but he who 

stands firm to the end will be saved.  

 

There will be a massive increase in weakness as we are already experiencing all around 

the world and we can clearly see the love of many starting to grow cold.  This is part of 

the signs of the end of the age and Jesus said that only those that stand firm till the end 

would be saved and that means that some are no longer standing, but have fallen asleep.  

 

Luke 21:36 
36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape all that is about to 

happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” 

 

We need to be prayerful and watchful at all times so that when Jesus comes we are holy 

and righteous or else we will not be able to stand before Him.  

 

6. You have to make sure you don’t look back to this world.  

 

Luke 9:62 
62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service 

in the kingdom of God.” 

 

Don’t be like Lot’s wife who was leaving Sodom and almost escaped, but then she went 

and looked back at the last moment and lost her life.  

 

Don’t turn back to the world in the final lap of your journey with the Lord. 

 

7. You have to make sure that you are in a relationship with God.  

 

Matthew 7:22–23 
22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and 

in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them 

plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

It is quite amazing to me that many people’s understanding of spiritual maturity and being 
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on fire for God is the results of miracles that take place in and through that person’s life. 

Yet this is not what the Scriptures actually says is of great importance. You see it is one 

thing for us to know God, but it is completely another for God to know us. So my question 

to you is does Jesus know you?  No I did not ask if you knew God or know God, but if 

God knows you?  

 

8. You have to be found busy fulfilling the call of God on your life.  

 

Matthew 24:46 
46 It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing so when he returns. 

 

Some are giving up on the last lap. I want to encourage you to keep sharing with those 

that do not know the Lord Jesus Christ. Make sure that you do what God has called you 

to do and be faithful in your calling.  

 

9. You have to be willing to let go of your riches and take hold of God. 

 

Matthew 19:23–24 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is harder for a rich man to enter 

the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye 

of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

 

It is incredibly difficult, if not impossible, for rich men to enter into heaven because their 

hearts are with their riches and not with God. 

 

Jesus goes and gives a totally outlandish hyperbole because all of us are able to imagine a 

camel and a needle.  A camel is massive and would never in a 1 million years be able to 

go through the eye of a needle. This thing just goes to show that it is basically almost 

impossible for someone that is holding onto their wealth and riches to go to heaven. We 

need to come to a stage where God is the number one in our lives and if you are not faithful 

in your tithes and offerings you have a problem in this regard and are holding on to your 

riches rather than God.  

 

10. You have to make sure you are an influence and are a light to this world.  

 

Matthew 5:13-16 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by 

men. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may 

see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

 

You can influence others in two ways. In a godly way or an ungodly way. How are you 

influencing those around you? Do they want to serve God when around you or not? 

 

 

 

Re-cap: 
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A. To be saved and raptured is available to all of mankind. 

 

a. God’s chosen people were invited to receive salvation, but rejected the invitation. 

1. Their property was more important than God. 

2. Their things and jobs were more important than God. 

3. Their relationships were more important than God.  

b. God chooses to invite everyone to receive Salvation. 

c. God chooses not to allow anyone to receive Salvation that rejects His invitation. 
 

B. To be saved and raptured is harder than what you think. 

 

1. You have to continually be on fire for God.  

2. You have to be willing to lose your life for God.  

3. You have to never let your fire for the Lord die out.  

4. You have to live in peace with man and live a holy life.  

5. You have to stand firm in your love for God to the end.  

6. You have to make sure you don’t look back to this world.  

7. You have to make sure that you are in relationship with God.  

8. You have to be found busy fulfilling the call of God on your life.  

9. You have to be willing to let go of your riches and take hold of God. 

10. You have to make sure you are an influence and are a light to this world.  

 

Let us make sure that we work on getting ready for our Lord’s return, continuously, and 

be on our guard, keep watch and pray because His return is very soon.  

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church 

on the 13th August 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. 

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except 

where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights 

reserved. 
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