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Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 24:32–34 
32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you 

know that it is near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly 

not pass away until all these things have happened. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us. 

 

Let me see if you learned a couple of things from last week sermon. 

 

Can Jesus return today? 

 

Answer: ________________ No because there are still things that need to take place 

according to Bible prophesy.  

 

Is it a little bit harder to be saved than what most people think? 

 

Answer: ________________ Yes because of a number of reasons which you can see 

from the previous sermon.  

 

Today we are going to be looking at End Time issues, but you need to know that this does 

not mean that it is a salvation issue, but an interesting issue that we need to be informed 

about and know the signs of the end of the ages so that we can keep watch and be ready 

for Christ Jesus’ soon return. So at the outset you need to know that I don’t teach this 

every single day like others meaning that I am not a master on this subject, however, so 

that I can bring some clarity as, often, those that teach on this subject are all over the place.   

 

 

1. Why should we talk about End Times? 

 

Romans 13:11 
11 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up 
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from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 

 

The time for the church to be sleeping has come and gone and we now need to wake up 

because the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is nearer now than ever before. 

 

We also need to understand the present times and what is going on around in the world 

today, so we are prepared and ready for when the Lord returns and are not taken aback 

like a thief in the night. 

 

2. What is the generation that will see Jesus’ return? 

 

Matthew 24:32–34 
32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you 

know that it is near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly 

not pass away until all these things have happened. 

 

Then we have to ask what does "this generation" mean and how long is a generation 

because that will give us greater insight.  

 

What is a generation in the Bible? 

 

According to the Bible you see that a generation is sometimes 40, 70 and sometimes 100 

years. So I don’t know, but will show you some very interesting thoughts as to what it 

could be. 

 

70 years is a generation according to the average age of a man at his death and I am sure 

you will all agree with this fact, however many say that a generation is 40 years, however 

this cannot be the case according to this Scripture. 

 

40 + 100 = 140 years.  

140 ÷ 2 = 70 years as a generation. 
 

For me something that is very significant is that King David died at age 70, and reigned 

40 years, making me believe that a generation is 70 years, however this is my opinion and 

you are welcome to your opinion. It, however, in this context cannot be 40 years as that 

has already come and gone. 

 

In this context, however, we really do not know what this generation means so please note 

that I am not dogmatic on this subject. However, in my opinion, I do believe we are in this 

generation, at this point in time, so the end time clock has started to tick, tock, tick, tock  

 

Then we read about the fig tree blossoming and that we can know that it is near. Israel is 

the picture of the fig tree in the Bible and we are seeing that Israel is blossoming, meaning 

that the time is near.  

 

Israel is the most prominent sign of the End Times. For those of you that are not aware of 

the fact, Israel became a nation on the 14th of May1948. So 70 year from that takes us to 

2018. In 1948 Israel was recognized as a sovereign state, for the first time since 70 AD. 

God had promised Abraham, Canaan would be an everlasting possession for Israel – Gen 
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17:8. Israel become a nation in its own land which is an incredibly important fact when it 

comes to end times prophecy and understanding.  

 

Please note that I am not dogmatic on this, but just that you know that at this point I 

believe from my understanding of Scripture that we are already in “this generation”. 

 

Luke 21:24b  
24 They will fall by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the nations. Jerusalem 

will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 

That was literally fulfilled in the month of June 1967 when the whole city of Jerusalem 

fell into Israeli hands for the first time in over 2000 years. If that was the beginning of the 

generation you can add 50 years to that and that takes us to the year 2017, which is this 

year, meaning that it cannot be 50 years. I am not saying a day or month at this point. It is 

just interesting and then 70 years from that date would take us to 2037 and, no, I cannot 

see things going much beyond that date as things are already so wicked. What I am saying 

is that we are living in the time that Jesus is coming back and very soon. You see we do 

not know what a generation according to the Scriptures represents. However what I do 

know is that all the signs of the end of days are falling quickly into place. 

 

3. What are the signs indicating the end times? 

 

Matthew 24:4–44 
4 Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. 5 For many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,a’ and will deceive many. 6 You will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the 

end is still to come. 7 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There 

will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth 

pains.  
9 “Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be 

hated by all nations because of me. 10 At that time many will turn away from the faith and 

will betray and hate each other, 11 and many false prophets will appear and deceive many 

people. 12 Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13 but 

he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.  
15 “So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes 

desolations’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand— 16 then let 

those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let no one on the roof of his house go 

down to take anything out of the house. 18 Let no one in the field go back to get his cloak. 
19 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing mothers! 20 Pray 

that your flight will not take place in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be 

great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to be 

equaled again. 22 If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the 

sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 23 At that time if anyone says to you, ‘Look, 

here is the Christ!’ or, ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. 24 For false Christs and false prophets 

will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect—if that were 

possible. 25 See, I have told you ahead of time.  
26 “So if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the desert,’ do not go out; or, ‘Here he 

                                                 
a Or Messiah; also in verse 23 



 4 

is, in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. 27 For as lightning that comes from the east is 

visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 28 Wherever there is a 

carcass, there the vultures will gather.  
29 “Immediately after the distress of those days  

“‘the sun will be darkened,  

and the moon will not give its light;  

the stars will fall from the sky,  

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’c 
30 “At that time the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the nations 

of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky, 

with power and great glory. 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 

they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the other.  
32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its leaves 

come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you see all these things, you 

know that it is near, right at the door. 34 I tell you the truth, this generation will certainly 

not pass away until all these things have happened. 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, 

but my words will never pass away.  

The Day and Hour Unknown 
36 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. 37 As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son 

of Man. 38 For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and 

giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39 and they knew nothing about 

what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at 

the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the 

other left. 41 Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 

left.  
42 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 

43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief 

was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 
44 So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do 

not expect him.  

 

An increase in:  

false messiahs,  

warfare,  

famines,  

plagues, and  

natural disasters—these are signs of the end times. 

 

Don’t be deceived as these are only the beginning of birth pains.  

 

abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits - 1 Tim 4:1 

oppose the truth - 2 Tim 3:1-9, 2 Thess 2:3 

 

                                                 
c Isaiah 13:10; 34:4 
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The increased hostility towards Israel. 

The advances towards a one-world government.  

A one-world monetary system. 

 

The Middle East peace treaty!  

 

Daniel 9:27 
27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’g In the middle of the ‘seven’h 

he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set up an 

abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.i”j 

 

The peace treaty that will be signed in the Middle East is probably the most important of 

all the signs because then the 7 years begins, known as Daniel’s 70th week.  

 

This peace treaty will be clinched and signed by the Anti-Christ. This will then begin the 

last 7 years before the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Donald Trump would love to reach this agreement however I certainly don’t believe that 

he will be the person that makes this agreement.  

 

President Trump Thinks He Can Broker Peace In The Middle East | TIME.mp4 

 

He must not be the one to clinch this deal and I don’t believe that he will be the one to 

do this deal because that would make him the Anti-Christ and I certainly do not believe 

that he is the man.  

 

                                                 
g Or ‘week’ 
h Or ‘week’ 
i Or it 
j Or And one who causes desolation will come upon the pinnacle of the abominable 

temple, until the end that is decreed is poured out on the desolated city 
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Everyone wants the Israeli – Palestinian conflict to be resolved. This is obvious that this 

day is not too far from now. 

 

 
 

The 3rd Temple in Jerusalem will be built. 

 

Revelation 11:1–2 
1
I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of 

God and the altar, and count the worshipers there. 2 But exclude the outer court; do not 

measure it, because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city 

for 42 months. 

 

Then the 3rd temple will be build and they will finish it in about a year, because they have 

now finished working on building all of the furniture for the resumption of Temple 

worship. If you go to the temple institute you will see they have built everything that was 

in the temple including the Ark of the Covenant, which was at the end of November 2013. 

This goes to show that they are now ready to build the 3rd Temple.  

 

There was no Sanhedrin in Jerusalem until about 15 years ago when they formulated the 

Sanhedrin where the spiritual judgments are rendered by the state of Israel. They only 

existed in the time of the Lord Jesus Christ, because they were driven out into exile and 

did not exist for more than 1900 years. The Sanhedrin asked Trump and Putin to help them 

build the 3rd Temple.  
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The gospel will be preached in all the world. 

 

Matthew 24:14 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 

all nations, and then the end will come. 
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Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church 

on the 20th August 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. 

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except 

where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.   

All rights reserved. 
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