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There is still hope for me and Africa! 

 

(A message that will help transform our paradigm of thinking so that we can conquer 

the problems in our lives and our country.) 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Proverbs 22:29 
29 Do you see a man skilled in his work?  

He will serve before kings;  

he will not serve before obscure men. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you 

connecting and sharing this time with us. 

 

I would like to ask you all a question and also to those joining us via YouTube.  

 

1. What is a problem? 

 

Answer: ________________ 

 

Very interesting, but not one of you gave the answer that I was wanting, so because of 

that you will only be given the answer to the million dollar question just now. 

 

I would like to ask you all a question and also to those joining us via YouTube 

another question.  

 

2. When you see a tree what do you see?   

 

Answer: ________________ 

 

Very interesting hearing all the different answers and thanks for you input.  

 

3. What would you say is the number one problem in the world today and 

especially in Africa?  We are not talking about the rejection of God so don’t give me 

that answer etc. 

 

Answer: ________________ 
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The greatest problem is personal leadership or self-governance.  

 

Self-governance is about personal leadership and it is the most perfect government that 

you can find, but is void in many peoples’ lives today. My two youngest sons did not 

do their homework and so their teacher was disillusioned. So sadly I needed to instill a 

little bit of discipline by giving them a hiding. The reason for this is that if they learn 

there is no consequences to wrong doing they will run wild like much of the world 

today. Another thing and even more importantly is that they will not learn self-

governance or personal leadership, which is crucial to their future life success. That is 

why I don’t listen to the government on how to raise my children, but rather the Word 

of God which has 3400 years of wisdom literature for me to follow.  

 

Proverbs 29:15 
15 The rod of correction imparts wisdom,  

but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 

 

Self-governance is one of the most important things in life for an individual and was 

the plan of God from the beginning. God did not want or intend for there to be a 

government, but because some people are not prepared to govern themselves they have 

to now be governed by others. God did not intend there to ever be external governance. 

Nowadays there needs to be external governance because of the extreme lack of self-

governance in many people’s lives. The problem is that some of the governments in the 

world like in South Africa are most certainly not in position to sit in any leadership 

position because of the lack of self-governance in their own lives.   

 

Every country that is facing social decay and financial poverty is a result of a lack of 

self-governance. The end result of this is anarchy and public chaos. This means that we 

do not have a community problem, but rather individual problems that are spilling over 

and resulting in public problems. They don’t lead themselves and have no direction and 

thus run wild and hence they have nothing advantageous to impart that they can sow 

into the lives of others.   

 

The difference between a garden and a bush is that a garden is managed and in 

order and everything is in place.  

 

God loves order and things that are managed well and even says that if you are not 

faithful with the little that He entrusts into your safe keeping then He will take it from 

you and give it to someone else. Many people cannot even be faithful with their tithing, 

but they ask God for a million rand. I have news for you that that is never going to 

happen as long as you are unfaithful. 

 

In heaven everything is beautiful, and in perfect working order and things are done in 

an orderly manner. God wants things here on earth to be done in the same orderly 

manner as it is in heaven. That is why he says in the Lords pray: As it is in heaven, so 

let it be done hear on earth. 

 

The Importance of Management in our lives.  

 

1. Management should be one of our primary goals in life. 
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You see if we cannot manage ourselves we will not be able to manage anything else in 

our lives and most certainly not other people or things. If you cannot manage your own 

life well why would God give you people and resources to manage? 

 

2. Management failure will cause you to lose what you have.  

 

Many times when we slack back and do not keep our pulse on the things that we are to 

manage. You will see a decline and eventually lose what you have. This means that we 

have to have very good managers to manage on our behalf and then we need to manage 

them, because if we don’t things will go backwards and fall apart.  

 

3. Management is God’s test to see if He can entrust you with more. 

 

If you cannot be trusted with little you cannot be trusted with much. If you cannot be 

trusted with someone else’s property why would He give you your own.  

 

4. Management effectiveness results in God giving that person more.  

 

When you manage what God has given you properly then God will be willing and 

desirous to give you more because you have been faithful with what He has given you 

from the start.  

 

5. Management that is effective attracts resources.  

 

When you are chaotic you repel resources and that is why people from overseas do not 

want to invest in South Africa and other countries like ours. We should be the richest 

country in the world today because we have nearly every resource that is needed to be 

a super wealthy nation, but because we cannot manage what we have no one will be 

willing to invest their resources into us as a nation, until such time as we change our 

mentality. Zimbabwe has no international investors putting one cent into that country 

because the management systems in place are dishonorable and destructive. Everyone 

that invests something wants the best return on their investment and will not invest if 

they think or know they will get nothing in return. 

 

6. Management that is effective is the criteria for God giving you more (not 

your prayer requests).  

 

God does not give you what you pray for when you don’t manage what He has given 

you.  

 

Praying for things that you don’t manage properly is just a waste of fresh air.  

 

What is a Problem? 

 

It is a solution looking to be found! 
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Every problem is a business opportunity! 

 

Everyone that has become successful is someone that has solved a problem. You were 

born with a gift to solve a problem.  

 

The difference between a garden and a bush is order.  

 

You and I were born to bring order to this world by serving our gift to this world.  

 

Do not ask God to remove the problem, but rather how He wants you to solve the 

problem. What Goliath do you have in your life? Without a Goliath you never become 

a king. Without Goliath David would never have become a great king, unless he had 

solved the problem of destroying the Giant in peoples lives. Goliath was David’s ticket 

to greatness. So you tell me what is you massive problem that has the potential to 

become your ticket to success. I say potential because you have to do something about 

it for that to happen. 

 

Employment or even problems in our lives stop us from seeing the table within 

the tree.  

 

The problem shows up to introduce you to yourself. This is the key to your greatness 

and success in life.  

 

 Moses solved the problem of slavery. 

 David solved the problem of Goliath. 

 Joseph solved the problem of economy.  
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 Esther solved the problem of genocide. 

 Jesus solved the problem of sin. 

 

It is the solution that makes you valuable not your location that makes you 

valuable.  

 

Your value will go up according to the problems that you are able to solve.  

 

When you solve a problem you could go from a prisoner to a prince, just like Joseph.  

  

You don’t really work for money, but rather to solve a problem and in so doing meet a 

need and the result is that you are paid money for meeting that need or solving that 

problem. People are then as a result willing to pay you for the solution to their problems.   

 

Your value is determined by the size of the problem that you solve.  

 

Business opportunities are all around, because there are problems all around and we 

need to ask God to inspire us when we are faced with a problem so that we can offer 

the solution to the problem as opposed to allowing the problem to destroy us.  

 

No-one controls your future only you!!! 

 

I hope that you have got that loud and clear.  

 

No one controls your future only you!!! 

 

You did not come to earth to suck up oxygen, but rather to leave a legacy and solve 

problems and deliver solutions to many peoples lives and this world. 

 

Government and their role in our lives.  

 

Any society that is dependent on the government to meet their needs is in serious 

trouble. The Bible is clear that if you do not work then you will not be able to eat. This 

is a principle, we need to work if we want to eat. Many people’s lives would fall apart 

if the government would no longer help them financially. The government was never 

called to be the citizen’s financial parents.  

 

Stop looking to the government to create a job for you because they are unable to do 

this and will not do that because entrepreneurs create jobs. Those that see a problem 

and make it their goal to solve the problem are not found in the government, except for 

people like President Donald Trump, who is there to serve his country and getting no 

financial reward for doing so and getting a tremendous amount of flack from those that 

are rebels against any form of discipline of self-governance.  

 

Employment has the potential of causing you not to see the table in the tree.  
 

It is my mission to destroy this mentality in those that have been conditioned not to see 

the table in the tree. There are problems all around us that need solving and stealing 

other people’s tables does not build a nation, but destroys it and that is why South Africa 

is in so much trouble as a nation. We are not looking at problems and seeing how we 
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can solve the problems, but rather joining in on the problems to see how we can plunder 

and pillage as much as we can and as quickly as we can. This is just sick, but true of 

the leaders of our nation. They are in it purely for themselves and not to solve a problem. 

This is the case with the vast majority of politicians. 

 

You want to be successful then start solving problems.  

 

Don’t seek a business. Seek a problem that needs a solution and then you have a 

potential business in the making.  

 

Business opportunities are all around you and me, because there are problems 

all around us that need to be solved meaning there is a business in the making.  

 

You are here on earth to make a deposit into the lives of other people.  

 

A gift can only be polished, refined and honed, because you cannot create a gift. No 

university can give you a gift. It can give you a skill and knowledge, but never a gift. I 

will not send my kids to a South African university at this point in time because they 

think a paper gives you the skill even though you don’t have the knowledge of that skill. 

How stupid can you be, because a paper means nothing unless you can produce what is 

required. Our government does not honour gifts or solutions, only bribery, theft and 

corruption and a piece of paper that means nothing. That is why we are going backwards 

as a nation and not forward. It is our roll, however, to educate those around us to see 

that this type of mentality is wrong and must change.  

 

Your gift is the source of your value and is to be served to this world because they 

desperately need your gift. The value of a person is in their gift and their purpose in life 

is based on their gift.  

 

 Swim goes with the fish.  

 Flight goes with the bird. 

 Seed goes with the tree.  

 Gift goes with the human. 

 

Whatever gift is within you goes with you wherever you go.  

 

Your job is what they pay you to do, but your work is what you were born to do. Your 

job involves your skill, but your work involves your gift. You can be fired from your 

job, but not from you work.  If you chase a bird, flight goes with the bird and likewise 

if people chase you from your job it does not matter because wherever you land you 

will have your gift and that is where you can begin to solve problems and change 

people’s lives. 

 

Your value is in your function and the gift and skills that you have acquired in life.  

 

Proverbs 22:29 
29 Do you see a man skilled in his work?  

He will serve before kings;  

he will not serve before obscure men. 
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People are interested in your gift and not in you.  

 

You are not interested in a tree, but in the fruit that comes from the tree.  

 

God wants to reconnect us to ourselves. 

 

Seek solutions to a problem and then I guarantee you that you will become 

wealthy. 

 

People will bring you money when you deliver your gift to the world. So begin to 

focus on serving your gift to the world.  

 

Ecclesiastes 11:6 
6 Sow your seed in the morning,  

and at evening let not your hands be idle,  

for you do not know which will succeed,  

whether this or that,  

or whether both will do equally well. 

 

In the morning go to your job and in the evening work on your gift, knowledge and 

skill level. 

 

You cannot work on your future from 9-5 because you don’t own that time, but after 

that you can so stop watching TV and start working on you future, developing yourself 

and growing yourself and your value.  

 

Most of the successful people in the world are building their lives while you are 

watching TV or sleeping.  

 

Stop going to bed so early and getting up so late and start to grow and hone your gift 

that you can meet any needs of others and solve a problem so that you can be successful 

and fulfill your purpose in life.  

 

May this be the last day that you allow TV to steal your life?  

 

Let us no longer be people that are going nowhere and have got nothing to offer.  

 

I love that the old age cottages next door had have problems with their housing and 

some of the people had a look and said, “how can we fix this problem as apposed to 

letting their lives fall apart.” They are selling pancakes every Saturday and raising the 

finances they need to improve their lives and their surroundings. How awesome is this 

because in the past nothing was done. Now they are victors over the problem and not 

victims of their situation.  

 

Stop being a victim and start being a victor.  

    Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Start to self-govern yourself and do what you know is important and not urgent.  

 

Whoever solves problems become wealthy?  
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We had a problem with the price of food and the pesticides etc. that we find in our food 

so we have started a vegetable garden that has brought our food bill down and gives us 

awesome wholesome vegetables.  

 

Stop looking at the problem and start looking at the solution. 

 

Our wedding venue has plastic chairs that are not great which is a problem. Yes you 

can put a cover over the chair, but it does not look perfect. So what is the solution … 

to cry and to moan? No! So I thought of the solution and that is to make wooden chairs 

that are strong and look nice and are functional. So I designed one and then had my 

staffs make one and now they are in a production line making the chairs that we need 

and many other décor items that we need.  

 

There is a solution to just about every problem, but we need to look and search 

for the solution and not give up till we find the answer.  

 

The Importance of Management.  

 

1. Management should be our primary goal in life. 

2. Management failure will cause you to lose what you have.  

3. Management is God’s test to see if He can entrust you with more. 

4. Management effectiveness results in God giving that person more.  

5. Management that is effective attracts resources.  

6. Management that is effective is the criteria for God giving you more (not 

your prayer requests).  

 

What is a Problem? 

 

A solution looking to be found. 

 

Every problem it a business opportunity! 

 

Stop just seeing the tree and ask God to show you the chairs within the trees.  

 

No-one controls your future only you!!! 

 

You want to be successful then start solving problems.  

 

Don’t seek a business. Seek a problem that needs a solution and then you have a 

potential business in the making.  

 

Business opportunities are all around you and me, because there are problems 

all around us that need to be solved meaning there is a business in the making.  

 

Seek solutions to a problem and then I guarantee you that you will become 

wealthy. 

 

Most of the successful people in the world are building their lives while you are 

watching TV or sleeping.  
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Stop being a victim and start being a victor.  

    Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Whoever solves problems becomes wealthy?  

 

There is a solution to just about every problem, but we need to look and search 

for the solution and not give up till we find the answer.  

 

Let us pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian 

Church on the 6th August 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where otherwise noted, 

Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by 

The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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