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Main Scripture Reference: 

 

Matthew 24:10–13 (NKJV) 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then lmany 

false prophets will rise up and mdeceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of 

many will grow ncold. 13 oBut he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

1 Corinthians 6:12 
12 “Everything is permissible for me”—but not everything is beneficial. “Everything is permissible for 

me”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 

 

How awesome it is that God has given us the freedom of choice! However we need to understand that 

just because we have been given the freedom of choice does not mean that we can choose whatever we 

want because some of the choices in life will not be beneficial to us. He then goes on to say that we must 

not be mastered by anything.  You see this is when something has control of us and we don't have control 

of it. God wants us to be led by His Spirit and not lead by things that is not of Him. We end up being led 

by things that are not of him when we make the wrong choices in life. 

 

Are Offences destroying the Church and You? 

 

1. Offences are walls God does not want in our lives.  

 

Proverbs 18:19 

19 A brother offended is more unyielding than a strong city,  

and quarreling is like the bars of a castle. 

                                                           
l Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 13:11; 19:20 
m [1 Tim. 4:1] 
n [2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1–3] 
o Matt. 10:22; Mark 13:13 
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Now in those days a strong cities had walls all around them to protect themselves against those that they 

felt were against them. This is what people do when they get offended. They build walls, which in the 

New Testament are called strongholds. Now these strongholds end up being built into people’s minds 

and God does not want us to allow this to take root in our hearts, because it has the potential to destroy 

our lives.  

‘ 

2. Offences are strongholds in our minds.  
 

2 Corinthians 10:3–5 
3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with 

are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 

We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we 

take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 

So these strongholds are thought processes that we allow to start in our minds that are contrary to the 

Word of God.  

 

Now we need to understand that God does not have love, because He is love and wants to give love 

away. 

 

Those that are offended are the completely opposite and they try to protect themselves from those that 

have offended them and this is not the will of God for their lives or, our lives for that matter.  

 

3. Offences are Satan’s trap to cause us to stumble. 
 

Luke 17:1 (NKJV) 
17 Then He said to the disciples, a“It is impossible that no 1offenses should come 

 

Offenses – σκάνδαλον – skandalon – cause to stumble or a bate-stick, i.e. Snare 

 

The Greek word translated “stumbling block” in this verse is “skandalon”, where we get the word 

scandal. It means “offense, stumbling block, or occasions to fall.” In other words, when we are offended, 

the door is open for us to stumble. This word “skandalon” originally described a small piece of wood 

that was used to keep the door of an animal trap propped open. A piece of food was placed in the trap 

and when the animal went into it, to get the food, it would hit the wood and the trapdoor would close 

shut trapping the animal. In the New Testament times this word was also referred to as a “stone or 

obstacle that causes one to trip, to stumble, and to lose his footing, to waver, to falter and to fall down.” 

 

In these verses Jesus makes it plain that we will have the opportunity to become offended at some point 

in our lives. When we offend, or are offended, the offense hinders our ability (becomes a stumbling 

block) to do what God has called us to do. For example, when someone becomes offended with another 

person, he or she often times will withdraw from that person and would not reach out to help the person 

                                                           
a [1 Cor. 11:19] 
1 stumbling blocks 
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who offended them. Although the world may say the person is “justified” in not reaching out to the one 

who offended them, it is not God’s way. 

 

Offences will come and we need to know this truth, but we need to be so mature that nothing that happens 

causes us offence. If you want to walk in the Spirit and with the Lord then you have no right to walk in 

offence even though you are permitted to do so it is not beneficial to you and others.  

 

The devil uses offense to divide and conquer even the best of Christians. 

 

 I have witnessed it tear apart churches. 

 Destroyed marriages, and the best of all relationships. 

 Delays God’s plan in our lives.  

 Destroy great business ventures. 

 

Nothing in life starts big: the same with offence.  

 

An offence always starts as a thought, but we can choose to feed that seed of offence or kill it 

immediately. If we choose to feed that seed it will eventually become fully-grown in the garden of our 

hearts and destroy us. 

 

People become bitter, resentful, and unforgiving just from a small seed of offence.  

 

You do not have to get offended if you do not want to get offended, because it is a choice, so choose 

never to get offended again or should I say to hold on to an offence ever again. 

 

Now there were many times that the disciples asked Jesus what are some of the signs of the end 

of the age.  

 

Now those of you that do not believe that we are in the End Times I believe that after I've explained 

this passage of Scripture that you will believe we are definitely in the end of days. 

 

4. Offences are a major sign of the End Times. 
 

Matthew 24:10–13 (NKJV) 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. 11 Then lmany 

false prophets will rise up and mdeceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many 

will grow ncold. 13 oBut he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 

Sadly the word “many” in the Greek – πολύς – polys – majority meaning at least 51%. 

 

 

                                                           
l Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 13:11; 19:20 
m [1 Tim. 4:1] 
n [2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1–3] 
o Matt. 10:22; Mark 13:13 
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Let’s look at the progression of offence: 

be offended,  

will betray one another,  

will hate one another. 

 

5. Offences will cause you to betray your fellow believers. 
 

Matthew 24:10 (NKJV) 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.  

 

Betrayal is when you seek your protection at the expense of the one you have a relationship with and 

this will end up leading to hatred.  

 

This is where you are more interested in protecting yourself because you are offended, even if you are 

wrong, at the expense of the person that offended you. 

 

6. Offences will eventually cause hate in your heart.  
 

Matthew 24:10 (NKJV) 
10 And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another.  

 

Hate is the absence of love.  

 

Now the Bible says that if you hate your brother you are a murder and you must not even think you will 

have eternal life. 

 

7. Offences cause some to become false prophets. 
 

Matthew 24:11 (NKJV) 
11 Then lmany false prophets will rise up and mdeceive many.  

 

False prophets are described by Jesus as wolf in sheep’s clothing and not in Shepard’s clothing. You find 

them nowadays in groups that refuse to go to church and encourage others not to go to church. This is in 

direct opposition to the teachings of the Word of God. Then these false prophets or wolves in sheep’s 

clothing put divisive teaching on YouTube that speak to other people’s offences and the end result is that 

they hate the church and the people in church and the root of this is their offence.  

 

You get wolves that try to isolate people from the herd, because there is protection from the herd and 

then what happens is that the sheep become vulnerable to the prey of the wolves that are gathered in 

packs.  

 

 

 

                                                           
l Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 13:11; 19:20 
m [1 Tim. 4:1] 
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8. Offences is a breeding ground for deception. 
 

Matthew 24:11(NKJV) 
11 Then lmany false prophets will rise up and mdeceive many.  

 

The many that are deceived are those that are offended. 

 

Offence is the breeding ground for deception.  

 

When a person is offended that person believes that they have a right to be offended and believes they 

are right when in actual fact they are wrong. This is frightening but it is a reality we have to face.   

 

Proverbs 18:1 (NKJV) 
1A man who isolates himself seeks his own desire; 

He rages against all 1wise judgment. 

 

9. Offences cause people to not submit to God and His Word.  
 

Matthew 24:12 (NKJV) 
12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow ncold.  

 

Lawlessness - ἀνομία - anomia – not submitted to the authority of God.  

 

You see lawlessness will abound in people’s minds because they have allowed themselves to become 

offended.  

 

Please note that Jesus is talking about people within the church, not the world, because the word love 

hear is Agape meaning that He is talking about the church and not society.  

 

You see what Jesus is saying is that the rebellious lawlessness will be extremely prevalent in the last 

days and this comes from a route of offence and because of this the love of many will grow cold and if 

they  then carry on like this and do not deal with this offence, they will not be saved. 

 

Deception and offence and betrayers will run rampant and the love of many believers will grow cold 

because they will allow the offence of the other person to grab ahold of their hearts. 

 

Now we need to understand those that we honour and respect the most in our lives are the ones that can 

causes the greatest hurt or should I say potential offence in our lives. The person that can hurt us the 

deepest is the person that you love the most and respect the most. 

 

The greater the expectation of someone the greater the possibility of offence taking place. 

                                                           
l Acts 20:29; 2 Pet. 2:1; Rev. 13:11; 19:20 
m [1 Tim. 4:1] 
1 sound wisdom 
n [2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1–3] 
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I know how it is in this world because we don't expect much from the people of this world. Our 

expectations of this world are low so we do not easily get offended. 

 

The greater the expectation, the greater the potential offence.  

       John Bevere 

 

Our expectation levels are as follows: 

 

 
 

Now you get two different categories of offended Christians.  

 

 Those that have been genuinely mistreated. 

 Those that think they have been mistreated – they have inaccurate information or they have 

correct information, but have inaccurately discerned this.  

 

I want us to have a look at those that have genuinely been mistreated. 
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If you have been mistreated you have a right to get offended if you want to, but if you want to walk in 

right relationship with God then you have no right to walk in offence or get offended because it is not 

beneficial to you or the church.  

 

10. Offences will cause the love of many to die out.  
 

Matthew 24:12 (NKJV) 
12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow ncold.  

 

11. Offences can cause us not to be saved. 
 

Matthew 24:13 (NKJV) 
13 oBut he who endures to the end shall be saved. 

 

12. Offences are opportunities to learn to forgive. 
 

Luke 17:3–4 
3 So watch yourselves.  

“If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him. 4 If he sins against you seven times in a 

day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’ forgive him.” 

 

I don’t think that anyone has ever sinned against us 7 times in one day, but if they have we must forgive 

them and not harbor unforgiveness in our hearts.  

 

70 x 7 = 490  

 

You will need to sin against me every 3 minutes in 24 hours but then we cannot sleep. So our forgiveness 

needs to be inexhaustible.  

 

Matthew 18:21–35 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he 

sins against me? Up to seven times?”  
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.a 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 

24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand talentsb was brought to him. 25 Since 

he was not able to pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be 

sold to repay the debt.  
26 “The servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.  
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred 

denarii.c He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded.  

                                                           
n [2 Thess. 2:3; 2 Tim. 3:1–3] 
o Matt. 10:22; Mark 13:13 
a Or seventy times seven 
b That is, millions of dollars 
c That is, a few dollars 
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29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay you 

back.’  
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 

debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed and went and 

told their master everything that had happened.  
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of 

yours because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had 

on you?’ 34 In anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all 

he owed.  
35 “This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from 

your heart.”  

 

Jesus tells the parable about this guy that owed billions to the king and the king wrote off the debt and 

then he goes and grabs his brother and says he must pay him back the thousand that he owes meanwhile 

he has just been forgiven billions. How crazy is this but so true about the lack of forgiveness in the hearts 

of many today. 

 

We need to forgive others just as we have been forgiven.  

 

A person who cannot forgive is a person who’s forgotten what he has been forgiven of! 

           John Bevere 

 

The king put him in jail till he could pay back the debt and it was a debt that he could never ever pay 

back. This meant that he ended up in hell forever.  

 

The king said the he should have had pity on his brother just as the king had had on him. 

 

With all the parables Jesus told this was the only one in all four gospels that He gave an interpretation to 

without being asked for the interpretation, because of its extreme importance. This is how important this 

truth is, that he wanted to ensure that his disciples got a hold of this truth.  

 

Sometimes we are offended and we work through that quickly and let it go, however sometimes we are 

offended and that person has wounded us deeply and if it is not treated properly it will end up destroying 

us.  

 

13. Offences are prevented by being strong in the Lord. 
 

Psalms 119:165 
165 Great peace have they who love your law,  

and nothing can make them stumble. 

 

You will be prone to offence when you are not spiritually very strong and so you must ensure that you 

are always strong in the Lord.  

 

If you are not strong in the Lord you will easily get wounded and this could be your demise and that is 

why it is so important to ensure that we become strong in the Word of God.  
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14. Offences are destroyed in our lives by praying for those that hurt us.  
 

Luke 6:27–28 
27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 

 

You need to get spiritually fit so that you do not pick up offences quickly. We get fit spiritually when 

we exercise the truth in our lives and get week when we disobey the truth of God’s Word in our lives.  

 

We need to learn to appreciate and utilize each other's strengths instead of being offended by each 

other's weaknesses. 

 

Who has offended you and now you are no longer blessed or are out of the ministry or out of marriage 

or out of your church or out of relationship with a friend? 

 

15. Offences held onto can cause you to go to hell. 
 

Matthew 6:14-15 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But 

if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

God wants to release us from a spirit of offence, but we need to choose to let go. 

 

Nothing in life starts big: the same with offence.  

 

You maybe cannot do a lot about how you feel, but you can do a lot about how you act or react. 

 

Even Jesus did things that could offend people, but that choice is ours to take up the offence or not. 

 

16. Offences were caused, even by Jesus. 
 

Matthew 11:4–6 
4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame 

walk, those who have leprosyb are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached 

to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.” 1 

 

17. Offences overlooked will cause tremendous blessings. 
 

Matthew 15:22–28 
22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on 

me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.”  
23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her away, for she 

                                                           
b The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 11:4–6). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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keeps crying out after us.”  
24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”  
25 The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  
26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.”  
27 “Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.”  
28 Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter 

was healed from that very hour. 

 

I am not going to allow anybody or anything to remove me from the call of God on my life.  

 

Well the people in this church never greet me so I am never coming again and you end up leaving and 

move to another congregation because of offence and that offence never ever changes and you are part 

of a congregation that God never called you to be a part of. 

 

Offence is a blessing blocker. 

 

Luke 7:23 (NKJV) 
23 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 

 

Have you seen elephants tied up at the circus? They are held in place by a little chain around the ankle 

fastened into the ground by a stake. This multi-ton animal is held in place by something you or I could 

probably pull out. Why does this happen? When elephants are small, they are trained to stay in one place 

by a huge heavy chain and a stake securely fastened. Every time the little one tries to pull away, it can't. 

It's securely held in place. Soon, this baby will be convinced that no matter how hard it tries, it can't get 

away. It gives up. 

 

We must understand that we have been given the ability in our spiritual growth, much like that adult 

elephant, to break free of the offenses that have bound us for too long. The purpose of Satan is to use 

offences as a trap to hold you from all that God wants you to be. The Devil knows that harboring 

unforgiveness in our lives cannot only stop our progress in the things of God, but it can delay God’s 

perfect plan for our lives. So, He constantly provides opportunity for us to be offended. Therefore, we 

need to learn what to do when offences come our way. 

 

Don’t hold onto grudges. 

Don’t just ignore it and hope it goes away. 

Forgive, and let go. 

 

Proverbs 19:11  
11 A man’s wisdom gives him patience;  

it is to his glory to overlook an offense. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

 

Maybe just maybe John the Baptist ended up being beheaded because he did not let go of the offence 

that he had picked up form Jesus. 
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If you remain offended you will, in the end, end up beheaded. Yes it will destroy you. 

 

 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 9th July 

2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. For more sermons from Ian go to 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za Except where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are 

from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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