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Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 22:37 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us. 

 

Can you tell me how you are to love God? 

 

Answer: __________________________ 

 

Matthew 22:37 
37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind.’ 

 

We are not called to just love God with our hearts, or even just our will and emotions, 

but we are also called to love God with all of our minds. 

 

So can you tell me, do you love God with all of your mind? Remember that we learned 

that the way that we think, will be the way that we behave.  For as a man thinketh so is 

he. In other words as you think, that’s how you will behave and act in life. 

 

This means that, for us to behave right or godly, we have to have our minds right or godly. 

What are you doing on a daily basis to ensure that your mind is right so that you can 

worship the Lord with all of your mind? 

 

We learned last week on Sunday that: 

 

There is nothing as powerful in your life as a changed mind! 

 

Do you have the mindset to be blessed?   

 
17 “When he came to his senses,  
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1. How on earth do we love God with our minds? 

 

a. We need to think about godly things. 

 

Philippians 4:8  
8 Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—

think about such things. 

 

Thus, we need to choose on a continual basis to submit our minds to the Word of God. Do 

you see that it says that we need to think about these things? And this needs to take place 

daily. We need to think on things that are:  

 

true,  

noble,  

right,  

pure,  

lovely,  

admirable, 

praiseworthy. 

 

Now we need to understand that if our mind is not right we will not think on things that 

are mentioned above and so we need to get our minds right. If you think of things that are 

vengeful and hateful and spiteful and vindictive and lustful and depraved then that is how 

you will behave. 

 

If you think about another woman that is not your wife, the Bible calls that lust and it is 

wrong? Do you agree? Answer: _____________ If you behave in lust it will become 

adultery? Do you agree? Answer: _____________ . Now where did all of this begin? With 

wrongful thinking? Do you agree? Answer: _____________ . Now this is exactly the same 

when it comes to homosexuality or lesbianism. There is no difference because it all begins 

in the mind. All aberrations away from the ways of God start in the mind and it means that 

we need to transform the way that we think, by instilling the truth into our minds so that 

we can live accordingly. 

 

b. We need to change the attitude of our minds. 

 

Ephesians 4:20–24 
20 You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21 Surely you heard of him and 

were taught by him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with 

regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its 

deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new 

self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

 

You cannot convert the old man, you need to put off the old man. 

 

So you need to realize that what you thought was right and godly might not be and hence 

you and I need our minds changed. Sometimes our desires are deceitful and we don’t 

realize that they are not in line with being like God. Hence, we need to put on the new self 
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that has been cleansed with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ and be made like Him in 

true righteousness and holiness.  

 

Matthew 16:21–27 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem 

and suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and 

that he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall 

never happen to you!”  

 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to 

me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  

 
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny 

himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will 

lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if 

he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for 

his soul? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and 

then he will reward each person according to what he has done. 

 

When we speak we are either speaking for God or for Satan. The Bible says that we are 

to do all things as unto Him, meaning that even speaking and thinking needs to be done 

as unto Him. 

 

The Bible says that we are to do everything as unto the Lord. This includes our speaking. 

Peter was speaking from a selfish mindset and not one that had the best interests of others 

in mind. Just imagine how hard this was for Jesus to share with His disciples what has to 

take place with Him and how He was going to suffer.  Now instead of being encouraged 

by his disciples Peter goes against God’s plan and thinks and talks from a carnal mindset. 

 

Jesus was not speaking from a fatalistic mindset, but rather a prophetic mindset for the 

way of the cross was God’s will for the redemption of mankind.  

 

Peter was being used of Satan; meanwhile Peter was thinking that he was protecting Jesus. 

When you see things from man’s perspective and you speak out accordingly, you will not 

be speaking on behalf of God, but rather on behalf of Satan.  

 

Do you see from this how easy it is to become a spokesperson for Satan? 

 

We need to be very careful of not being so focused on our possessions, our security, our 

careers and our loved ones that we lose sight of the plan of God for our lives. This happens 

when we are more focused on the things of this world than on the sacrifice and service 

and the proclamation of the message of God.  

 

Peter’s focus was on his own desires and plans and the loss he would incur and hence 

received a terrible rebuke.  
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c. We need to have our minds set on heavenly things. 

 

Colossians 3:2 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

 

Here once again we are encouraged to set our minds on things that are from God and not 

on earthly things.  

 

This involves incredible discipline that we have to exercise upon our lives and our 

minds, especially in this day and age, because we are bombarded with so much 

information.  

 

On what do you set your mind and on what things do you continuously think of, on a daily 

basis?  

 

When you set something down, you purposefully put it down and we need to purposefully 

set our minds on things above. Hence it is a purposeful choice.  

 

The most powerful or destructive tool that you have in your life is your mind.  

 

One of the greatest battlefields in the world is the battlefield of the mind. 

 

The amazing thing is that we have the power to be victorious and to be overcomers of a 

worldly or fleshly mind. So let us set our mind on things above.  

 

d. We need to take every thought captive. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5b 

we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 

 

The body manifests what the mind harbours. 

 

Our minds are incredible things. It starts with the thought, because it was preprogrammed 

in the mind and then it turned into an action. 

 

Thus, if we take every argument or thought that is not in line with Scripture captive we 

have very little chance of Satan, getting the better of us and our minds. 

 

A wise man changes his mind, a fool never does. 
 

Thus, what we think about continually is what will shape our lives and what we will 

become and do. 

 

Whatever you hold in your mind will tend to occur in your life.  

 

e. We need to ensure that our thoughts line up with Christ. 

 

 

Psalm 119:11 
11 I have hidden your word in my heart  
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that I might not sin against you. 

 

Do you study God’s Word on a daily basis, because that is the only way that you are 

going to have your mind in line with God and then not sin against Him? 

 

Meditating on the Word of God day and night is the only way that we are going to have 

a mind that can completely love God as we are commanded to love Him, so I cannot 

encourage you enough to study God’s Word. 

 

2. How easy it is to allow our minds to be led astray (and so fall from grace). 

 

2 Corinthians 11:3 
3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s cunning, your minds may 

somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

 

It is incredibly easy in this day and age to be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion 

to Christ, because of all the temptation and lies that are being taught, on a daily basis, via 

the different media platforms. 

 

Do not, for one second, think that you cannot fall from the grace of your salvation. If you 

believe that then you have been deceived and let me tell you that Satan would love to 

deceive you in this regard. 

 

Judas Iscariot was one of the 12 that Jesus chose to be his disciples and received teaching 

for three years from Jesus however he allowed his mind to be deceived by the so-called 

deceitfulness of riches and was led astray from his sincere and pure devotion to Christ 

Jesus.  

 

It is so crucial to guard our minds that I am devoting the whole series to this teaching 

because if we don’t keep our mind right our lives will not follow right.  

 

3. How much of the church has been led astray from sincere devotion. 

 

Romans 1:28 
28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he 

gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 

 

In some so-called Christian churches today, they are starting to condone homosexuality 

as a so-called alternative lifestyle whereas God calls it an abomination. When the so-called 

church begins to do this you must know that their minds have not been set on heavenly 

thing but on earthly things and now they are beginning to believe a lie. God says that, for 

people like this, He will hand them over to a depraved mind that they condone things that 

will not to be done within the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

You see many people nowadays don’t want to rock the boat of others or to offend them 

and are very worried about what other people think about them and hence would rather 

allow everything, even at the peril of disobeying God. How have we allowed the world to 

so saturate our minds that it has come to this type of thinking? Simply put is that we no 

longer read the Word of God, but listen to rubbish day in and day out. This comes about 

when we don't have God and His word being supreme in our lives. This is when we begin 
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to vacillate and compromise His Word. 

 

God is the same yesterday, today and forever and will never change and how dare we 

think that we can change His ways and promote them as acceptable. 

 

4. How is the church supposed to look in regards to the mind? 

 

1 Corinthians 1:10 
10 I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree 

with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be 

perfectly united in mind and thought. 

 

The Church of Jesus Christ should be perfectly united in mind and thought, but, because 

we compromise on His ways and do not know the Scriptures we are becoming more and 

more divided. 

 

I do believe however that the true followers of the Lord Jesus Christ will become more 

and more evident as the years go by and as the world becomes more wicked. It will become 

more and more evident as to those Pharisees and Sadducees that worship God for self-

gain and selfish motives, but the real church will arise and become a shining light. 

 

Can you tell me how you are to love God? 

 

Re-cap: 

 

1. How on earth do we love God with our minds? 

 

a) We need to think about godly things. 

b) We need to change the attitude of our minds. 

c) We need to have our minds set on heavenly things. 

d) We need to take every thought captive. 

e) We need to ensure that our thought line up with Christ. 

 

2. How easy it is to allow our minds to be led astray.  

3. How much of the church has been led astray from sincere devotion. 

4. How is the church supposed to look in regards to the mind?  
 

If you don’t control your mind, someone else will. 
 

All actions start with a thought and so let’s make sure that our thoughts are right.  

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church 

on the 17th September 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian 

Church. For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  

Except where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/
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