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Unless the Lord Builds the House. 

 

(A message to help us realize that if God is not in our efforts or plans or doings, it is an 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Psalm 127:1 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

its builders labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

  

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are 

listening on iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting 

and sharing this time with us. 

 

Psalm 127:1 
1 Unless the LORD builds the house,  

its builders labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

 

I find this an amazing passage of Scripture filled with a tremendous amount of truth and 

untapped understanding. 

 

Hence I would like us to have a look at this passage and trust that we will be encouraging 

by God's Word this morning. 

 

- PRAY 

 

1. We need to realize that the Lord is the one that builds His church. 

 

Psalm 127:1 
1a Unless the LORD builds the house,  

 

I think for many men and women in ministry this is a crucial point to come to understand 

and that is, that the Lord is the one that, after all is said and done, really builds the church, 

and He then says that “the gates of Hell will not prevail against it.” 
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The problem is many pastors in the world today think that they are the ones that build the 

house and in the end have massive big heads and taking the glory as opposed to giving it 

to God. 

 

I remember a pastor, many years ago, causing division in the church and ended up leaving. 

I then questioned him as to what he was going to do from then on out and if I could try in 

any way to assist in bringing reconciliation between him and the senior pastor. He 

mentioned that it would be futile and that he was not interested. Because of that fact. I 

then went on to say that he should, if he feels God is calling him to start a church, he must 

leave Tzaneen and go somewhere else to start a church, because God’s blessing would 

never be upon his church if he planted it in Tzaneen.  

 

He assured me that he had no intention of starting one, but couldn't understand why I had 

said what I'd said, because he did not agree. 

 

Not even a month later he started up a church and grew phenomenally quickly but, like 

we read earlier, unless God builds the house its labourers labour in vain.  A year or two 

later be closed down and many people were hurt very badly. 

 

You see we can never forget that God is the one that builds His house and not you and I, 

when all is said and done. 

 

Do you agree? 

 

Well if that be the case, then it is the same with raising a Godly child. In other words, 

unless you build God into your child's life, he will not remain a Christian until the day he 

dies. 

 

Now let's look at the second point and I'll explain this point to you very carefully. 

 

2. We need to trust in God completely when we build.  

 

Psalm 127:1 
1a&b Unless the LORD builds the house,  

its builders labor in vain.  

 

The amusing part of this Scripture is God uses builders to build His house but it is almost 

like a paradox in that it says that unless the Lord builds the house his labours are wasting 

their time building.  

 

Now can you tell me you fully understand this passage of Scripture? 

 

Let me explain to you objectively what this means. 

 

I have helped my dad build a couple of houses and even designed a double story house 

that I helped my father build in Tzaneen situated in Soetdoring Street. I have also designed 

a wedding venue that is 685m2 (close to 700m2) and built the venue so I know a little bit 

about building. 
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I was battling a little bit in understanding this passage of Scripture and then it suddenly 

became clear to me. I have just told you that I have built a wedding venue and a double 

story house, however the truth of the matter is that I never laid one brick. I just had an 

overseer’s role to ensure that things were done according to the plans and how I wanted 

them executed and done. So is it then a true statement?  

 

I designed a lovely wooden chair that is curved on the back and on the seat, so it is very 

comfortable and, then I had my staff make them. However I did not put one of the 

planks on top of the other plank, even though I may tell you that I built 100 chairs. Is 

this a lie or paradox or is it a truth?  

 

I have had times when my builders have laboured in vain because they didn't build 

according to the way I had instructed and wanted and expected and hence they had to 

knock down a whole wall. You see I have a plan and there are certain regulation that you 

have to follow and if you don’t then you are wasting your time. The same with building 

a chair. I will say. “I did not ask for this go back and change this or that because I don’t 

like this shape”. Eventually I have the perfect prototype and then all the labourers have 

to do is cut the planks and then assemble according to the prototype.  

 

You see I designed what I wanted and then I changed things till it was the way I wanted 

it to be. I then allowed my labourers to begin with the manufacturing process. They had 

to go according to my plans, my ways and according to my specifications to complete 

each chair according to the way I wanted them built. So then, at the end of the day, can I 

really say that I built those hundred chairs? 

 

Well this is how God speaks and this is what it means in this passage of Scripture. 

 

We need to understand that God uses each and every one of us in His church as instruments 

to build His house or should I say His church. However, when we build according to our 

own specifications and plans we are wasting our time and our efforts are futile. I'm 

incredibly privileged and honoured to be a labourer in the house of God and in this 

congregation and in this neck of the woods. The problem, however, is when we try to be 

clever and start little man-made schemes and tricks and ways of promoting growth, that 

the Lord did not instruct us to do,  they do not last because that's not the way that God 

wanted it done.  

 

God never instructed anyone to become offended, leave a congregation and never go back 

to church again, and think that they are helping build God's church because they are 

certainly not. 

 

I believe this means that we need to be very careful to ensure that we build according to 

the instructions of the Master builder, the Lord Jesus Christ, so that we do not waste our 

time and labour in vain in His vineyard.  

 

May we never ever forget that God is the one that builds the Church and He has chosen 

us as His labourers to build according to His specifications and in a manner that He finds 

fitting and according to His desire not ours. 
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So any action from our side or work or labour needs to be in alignment with His plans, 

and according to His ways and the way He wants it done or all we are doing is wasting 

our time. This means that we have to completely and totally rely on God and His 

instructions and then match it with the action that corresponds with our faith. 

 

This is the same with raising a Godly child. We are to do it the way that God says and not 

according to our own understanding or so called clever ideas. That is why you need to 

pray with you children, read the Bible to them and teach them godly lessons all the time 

and live as godly examples or else you are building according to your plans and you are 

laboring in vain and they will end up not serving the Lord.  

 

3. We need the Lord to watch over our lives.  

 

Psalm 127:1 
1c  Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

 

How many of you completely and totally trust God? 

 

Then may I ask you why you have insurance?  

Why do you have alarm systems?  

Why do you have electric fencing around your house or burglar proofing? 

 

Now before you all get upset with me, relax as I just asked so that you can think a little 

bit out the box. 

 

I believe, like never before, we need to ask the Lord to watch over our comings and goings 

as well as our children and property. 

 

And then by faith let go of the worries and concerns of this world and put our trust 

completely in Him. 

 

Do you all agree with me on that? 

 

Answer: _______________________________ 

 

And can you tell me if that is all that you are supposed to do then? 

 

4. We need to do our part in protecting what God has entrusted to us. 

 

Psalm 127:1 
1c&d  Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

the watchmen stand guard in vain. 

 

I think that many people stand watch and guard over things, however, if the Lord is not 

watching over their affairs, they are wasting their time with the futile efforts of protection. 

 

You see I believe this is part of putting our faith in God and trusting Him to protect us and 

help guard us from any form of onslaught or loss. 

 

Obviously if this is the case then we will come to a point of resting in God and not our 
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efforts. 

 

I see many a time the church at large is very busy, but going nowhere. Standing guard in 

vain, because we are putting our faith in man’s plans and manipulative schemes and not 

God’s. .When we pray and stand guard for our Lord let us make sure that we do so 

according to His ways and not ours. 

 

5. We need to be prepared for onslaught. 

 

Proverbs 21:31 NASB95 

 31 The ahorse is prepared for the day of battle, 

But bvictory belongs to the LORD.1 

 

Our efforts are futile unless we put our trust in Him and He is in the protective mechanism.  

This does not however mean that we stand aside and do not prepare our horses for battle. 

We need to, from our side, be prepared for any form of onslaught, theft or attack.  

 

What concerns me about some Christians is that we choose to just put our trust in the Lord 

and do nothing about preparing our “horse” and then when we do not have victory we are 

angry with God, which is foolish.  

 

We need to do our part and then trust our God for victory and make sure that we prepare 

our “horses” as best we know how and according to the way our Lord would have us 

prepare them. 

 

6. We need to stop wasting time with things that God is not involved in.  

 

Psalm 127:2 ESV 

It is in vain that you rise up early  

and go late to rest,  

eating the bread of anxious toil;  

for he gives to his beloved sleep. 2 

 

I think there are times that we try to do things in our own strength and with our own 

efforts, which are futile and bear no fruit whatsoever. We try everything even getting up 

early and going to bed late and all end up eating the bread of frustration and anxiety that 

our futile efforts have caused, because God is not in what we are doing. I think that there 

are times where God sometimes does not call us into the things that we find ourselves in. 

  

 

You see God is willing to give us, as His children, a life filled with peace, love and joy 

in the Holy Spirit. This has got nothing to do with anxiety and killing ourselves to 

                                                 
a Ps 20:7; 33:17; Is 31:1 
b Ps 3:8; Jer 3:23; 1 Cor 15:57 
1 New American Standard Bible: 1995 update. (1995). (Pr 21:31). La Habra, CA: The 

Lockman Foundation. 
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ps 127:2). Wheaton: Standard 

Bible Society. 
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achieve things that God is not involved in, but doing things His way and not our way. 

 

He wants us to enjoy life and to sleep well with a heart of peace and fulfillment. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. We need to realize that the Lord is the one that builds His church. 

2. We need to trust in God completely when we build.  

3. We need the Lord to watch over our lives.  

4. We need to do our part in protecting what God has entrusted to us. 

5. We need to be prepared for onslaught. 

6. We need to stop wasting time with things that God is not involved in.  

 

Pray that all of us this morning would reassess our lives and let go of things that God has 

not called us to be involved in and get involved in what He has called us to be involved 

in and help build His church so that the gates of hell will not prevail against it. 

 

Maybe we should repent where we've been involved in things that God is not in charge 

and start again so that we may see the fruit of our labour and enjoy restful sleep day in 

and out. 

 

Amen. 

 

Pray 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church 

on the 16th October 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church. 

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except 

where otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, 

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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