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Kingdom Part 1 – Thinking as a Kingdom Citizen.  

 

(A message to help us realize that we are part of the Kingdom of God and have to do as the King 

decrees and be an ambassador that is fit to represent our King). 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

I would like to ask you a question! Why do you think that so many of God's people are destroyed 

and falling away? We are seeing more and more churches falling apart and Christians backsliding 

or turning from the faith and many of their children not serving the Lord! We are even seeing 

denominations disintegrating.  

 

What would you say is the reason? 

 

Answer: _________________________ 

 

It is because of a lack of knowledge and most certainly not because of the devil. 

 

You cannot appropriate or apply what you do not understand and the problem is that most people, 

and even Christians, in the world have a tremendous lack of understanding of God and His 

kingdom. 

 

Hosea 4:6 (NIV) 
6 my people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.  

“Because you have rejected knowledge,  

I also reject you as my priests;  

because you have ignored the law of your God,  

I also will ignore your children.  

 

Look at what is happened to many churches in South Africa and all over the world... They have 

completely lost the plot and are no longer promoting Kingdom living, but rather worldly living with 
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a Christian façade. The reason that many churches have got to this point is that they have been 

playing religions and don’t honour the Bible as the inherent, infallible Word of God. They fear this 

world more than God and reverence the ways of this world rather than the ways of God. God will 

reject anyone that lives like this because you are either for Him or against Him. This means that 

you are for His ways or you are against His ways. The world’s ways have no place in the Kingdom 

of God.  

 

Matthew 13:14 (NIV) 
14 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah:  

“‘You will be ever hearing but never understanding;  

you will be ever seeing but never perceiving.  

 

Many have been hearing the Word of God for years but not understanding because they read it with 

a worldly filter and God does not allow that kind of rubbish. He has blinded them from the truth 

because of their hearts.  

 

Satan does not want us to get a grip of the Kingdom of God because he knows that you cannot 

appropriate it if you do not understand it. 

 

I'm going to ask you a question and I guarantee you not even 20% of the church of Jesus Christ will 

be able to answer the question, although I think our congregation is more mature and many well be 

able to answer it.. 

 

So are you ready for me to ask the questions? 

 

What is the main reason that Jesus came to earth? 

 

1. Jesus came to earth to establish the Kingdom of God.  

 

The main reason that Jesus came to the earth was to deliver to you a kingdom and not to go 

to the cross. 

 

The cross is a means to and end and not the end in its self.   

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Title: Thinking as a Kingdom Citizen. 

 

Matthew 4:17 (NIV) 
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  

 

Jesus came to establish the Kingdom of God here on earth! 

 

The message of the Bible is about: 

 

a King,  

a Kingdom and  
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a Royal family (His royal offspring). 

 

It is crucial that we understand and study the Kingdom, because if we do not then we will not be 

able to experience Kingdom life.  

 

You see you and I cannot appropriate what you do not understand and hence it is crucial that we 

understand everything about God and His Kingdom.  

 

Matthew 24:14 (NIV) 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 

and then the end will come. 

 

God wants His Kingdom to be established in our hearts and homes and lives. We are to preach 

about the gospel of the Kingdom, not our own interpretation or preferences. 

 

2. Jesus invented Kingdom living. 

 

The concept of the Kingdom is so important. 

 

Most of us, if not all of us, do not fully understand what a kingdom is all about because we never 

grew up in a kingdom, but in a democracy?  The Bible is not like a democracy like South Africa or 

Britain or the USA or a parliamentary republic. A kingdom and a democracy are totally different 

and most of us do not understand a kingdom because we have grown up in a democratic country. 

 

How we see and understand kingdom concepts will determine how we live and so we have to have 

a correct understanding in this regard.  

 

If your concepts are wrong then your conclusion will be wrong, and if you conclusion is 

wrong then you theology will be wrong and if you theology is wrong then your life style will 

be wrong.  

 

A kingdom concept is an idea that God invented.  

 

He was the 1st king in fact the Bible says he is the King of glory, the ancient King, in other words 

the oldest one in existence.  

 

Psalm 24:7-10 (NIV) 
7 Lift up your heads, O you gates;  

be lifted up, you ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  
8 Who is this King of glory?  

The LORD strong and mighty,  

the LORD mighty in battle.  
9 Lift up your heads, O you gates;  

lift them up, you ancient doors,  

that the King of glory may come in.  
10 Who is he, this King of glory?  

The LORD Almighty—  

he is the King of glory. Selah  
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For you to be a king you must have a kingdom.  He is called the King of glory, which means that 

His Kingdom is an invisible kingdom.  He wanted to extend His kingdom and so He created a 

physical universe.  

 

He created children so that they could become kings over the kingdom of this earth and establish 

His Kingdom. That is why we call him King of kings, because He is the King and we are His sons 

and daughters or better put His servants. 

 

God does not want us to be confused. Every human being is seeking for the Kingdom of God, but 

they do not even realize this fact.  The Kingdom of heaven is the only way to satisfy the spiritual 

hunger of mankind. 

 

If you are not satisfied yet then you are not seeking the Kingdom of God. You can be a Christian 

and still hungry because you have not yet fully understood the Kingdom of God. 

 

John 18:36–37 (NIV) 
36 Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent 

my arrest by the Jews. But now my kingdom is from another place.”  
37 “You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  

Jesus answered, “You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for 

this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

 

The message of Jesus was a Kingdom message and came to testify to the truth. If you are not on the 

side of truth then you will not listen to Jesus. We as Kingdom citizens should be testifying to the 

truth and when we don’t then we show that we are against God and His Kingdom. 

 

All kingdoms have the same components.  Jesus did not say that we should repent for the 

democracy of God has arrived. 

 

Matthew 4:17 (NIV) 
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.”  

 

So we are going to need to take time to have a look at this amazing subject. For us to understand we 

need to study it carefully. 

 

We cannot appropriate something that we do not understand. 

 

The message of the Bible is about: 

a King, 

a Kingdom and  

a royal family. 

 

The Kingdom of God is more important than living in a democracy or republic.  God is a King and 

not a president.  

 

You see a president is voted into power, but a king is born into the position. 
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Matthew 25:34 (NIV) 
34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 

your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 

 

The kingdom of God or heaven is as old as the creation. 

 

Religion says that our inheritance is fine clothing, big cars, big houses, because our focus is 

materialism and not the Kingdom. We are not to be perusing things, as things are to be perusing us. 

Don't worry about what you will eat ... all these things will be added unto us. 

 

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

 

The kingdom of God is for those who by faith receive it, believe it and live by it. 

 

Matthew 19:13-14 (NIV) 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for them. 

But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  
14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.”  

 

If you were given the choice to be a Member of Parliament, or Senator or an Ambassador which 

would you choose? 

 

Let me help you. 

 

A member of parliament represents a small group of people and a senator is over a constituent or 

designated district or a small group of people, however an Ambassador represents a whole country 

or kingdom so when you meet an ambassador you are meeting a country.  

 

Do you know that we are called and anointed as ambassadors of the Kingdom of Heaven? 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20 (NIV) 
29 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 

implore you on Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God.  

 

3. Jesus expects us to represent the Kingdom of God. 

 

Luke 22:29 (NIV) 
29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my Father conferred one on me, 

 

con•fer \kən-ˈfər\ verb 

con•ferred; con•fer•ring 

                                                           

\  

\ə\ abut \ə\ kitten, French table \ər\ further \a\ ash \ā\ ace \ä\ mop, mar 

\au̇\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \ē\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \ī\ ice \j\ job 

\ŋ\ sing \ō\ go \ȯ\ law \ȯi\ boy \th\ thin \ṯẖ\ the \ü\ loot \u̇\ foot 

\y\ yet \zh\ vision \ȧ, ḵ, n, œ, œ,̄ ue, uē, y\ see Pronunciation Symbols 
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[Latin conferre to bring together, from com- + ferre to carry — more at BEAR] 

(1570) 

transitive verb 

1 : to bestow from or as if from a position of superiority 〈conferred an honorary degree on her〉 

〈knowing how to read was a gift conferred with manhood —Murray Kempton〉 

2 : to give (as a property or characteristic) to someone or something 〈a reputation for power will 

confer power —John Spanier〉 

intransitive verb1 

 

Conferred. It is a word used in politics and is used in reference to the appointment of an 

Ambassador.  The head of the government chooses an individual from a country and then confers 

on them Ambassadorship. When you meet an ambassador you are meeting a country. That is when 

the word confer is used.  

 

The people make you, or vote for, a member of parliament or a congressman, but not so an 

ambassador.  The King confers on you the whole country.  You have not been voted into the 

Kingdom of God, but God has conferred on you the whole country.  

 

You and I don’t go to work to make ends meet, but you walk in realizing that you are a Kingdom 

Ambassador and that heaven has just walked in the door. Your attitude will change if you start 

thinking like this from now on. 

 

Religion is hard work and the devil does not want you to know the truth. 

 

Was Jesus ever worried, or depressed or lonely or did not have food to eat. No because when 

everybody left him, the Father was still with Him.  The only time that I think He felt lonely was at 

the cross when God forsook Him.  

 

Even if everyone leaves me there is One that will stay by me forever. 

 

If a kingdom is a country with a government then it has citizens.  If I go to America do I become an 

American? No.  Do you walk around with a sign on your back saying South African?  No because, 

citizenship is invisible. Nobody knows where you are from by your dress, or what you eat.  

 

They should recognize you by your belief system and your way of life. 

 

I am in the world, but not of the world.  

 

Do you enjoy and do what the world does by telling dirty jokes, or are you corrupt or immoral.  

Can the world tell the difference? If people cannot tell you are a Christian by your lifestyle then 

you should not have a Jesus pen or bumper sticker saying hoot if you love Jesus. It was so funny 

because my wife was saying that this bridal couple that wanted to get married said that they are 

Christians and so no-one will be drinking alcohol. My wife then wanted to say to the lady, “ Yes 

you won’t drink alcohol, which by the ways Jesus never said that you should not do, but you will 

screw around before you get married and sleep with whoever, and, Oh yes, by the way Jesus 

condemned that completely.” 

                                                           
1Merriam-Webster, Inc: Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary. 10th ed. Springfield, Mass., U.S.A. : Merriam-

Webster, 1996, c1993 
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Do you wake up in the morning and say today I am going to be a South African.  Likewise not so 

with a Christian you don’t try to be one because you are one.  So you are either a Kingdom citizen 

or you are not one. You can go to church and think it will make you a part of the Kingdom of God. 

You have to choose to be a part of God’s Kingdom and then live accordingly. 

 

Even if everyone deserts you, you still have one on your side.  

 

Here it is, or there it is, because it is with in me. You don’t know when it arrives, but it is real. 

 

All citizenship is real.  God’s intent was to rule the earth unseen. 

 

Please take note that the King does not need to come to the territory for it to be a part of His 

Kingdom. 

 

We need to start realizing that we are apart of the Kingdom of God and think accordingly. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 22nd 

October 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 
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