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How to Raise Godly Children 
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(A message to help all parents on how to raise Godly children  

in this broken world of godlessness and immorality). 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) 
6 Trainu a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

We had a look last week at what we should be committed to in life. We all came to a conclusion 

that the first thing in life that we should be committed to is God, and then to our spouses and then 

to our children. 

 

I would encourage all of you that were not here to go and listen to the last two sermons so that you 

do not miss out on this incredibly important series. 

 

Too many people are committed to success, fame, money, leisure and pleasure instead of to God 

first, then their wives and then the children and that is why society is in an absolute disarray and 

mess. 

 

1. Your First Commitment should be to God. 

2. Your Second Commitment should be to Yourself. 

3. Your Third Commitment should be to your Wife 

4. Your Fourth Commitment should be to your Children 

 

I think it is very important to realise that a family is only as strong as the parents. This means that 

the husband and wife have to be fully committed for the family unit to be strong and for there to be 

security in the home. When there is security in the home you raise a secure strong child and the 

opposite is the case in an insecure home. Now we can take this a step further and say that a nation 

is only as strong as its family unit and the tragedy is that the nations of this world are in an absolute 

shambles and that is because the family units are in a mess and the reason for this is the lack of 
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commitment that married couples have towards there spouses. I trust that all of you that are married 

couples have been working at your commitments this last week according to what I shared. 

 

TITLE: How to Raising Godly Children 

 

Before we get in to things this morning I would like to ask you a few questions so that I can ensure 

that we all are on the same page because if we are not this teaching is not going to fall on fertile 

soil. 

 

1. What came first the chicken or the egg? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

2. Who of you here believe that Kangaroos once lived in the Middle East? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

Okay let me ask you a question from a different perspective now. 

 

Who of you believe that the flood with Noah as described in the Bible was a real event? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

Who of you believe that Noah was saved in a real boat or ship or ark? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

Who of you believe that Kangaroos were on that boat when the flood came? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

O now I see some lights are starting to go on! 

 

Who of you believe that Noah's Ark landed somewhere in the Middle East? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

Okay now I'm going to ask the question all over again. 

 

1. Who are you here believe that Kangaroos once lived in the Middle East? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

2. What came first the chicken or the egg? 

 

Answer: _______________ 

 

Now you have the answer and it is easy because we know that on the 5th day God created birds and 

then they would have had to lay eggs to multiply so the chicken came first.  
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Do you see how easy it is for us when we start from the correct foundation because when we don’t, 

we come to incorrect conclusions? This means that our starting point has to be the Word of God 

otherwise our thinking and conclusions will be incorrect. 

 

The tragedy is that, that the world and its philosophies have tried push down our throats to the 

detriment of godly Biblical truths. My question to you this morning is are you going to submit to 

the Word of God and His ways or are you going to choose to submit to the philosophies of man, 

that do not work? 

 

Our belief systems ought to come from a biblical worldview and not from a secular worldview and 

hence when we come up with our beliefs they need to come from a Biblical Scriptural foundation. 

This means that our starting point needs to be the Scripture and not from popular philosophies that 

are punted by the mainstream media as a better way. The truth of the matter is that they are not a 

better way.  

 

So are you going to submit to a secular worldview or are you going to submit to the Word of God 

and have a Biblical worldview? 

 

Now let us look at this morning’s message: 

 

TITLE: How to Raising Godly Children 

 

The 10 Core Habits to Raising Godly Children! 

 

1. Be Committed to Pray with your Children Daily. 

 

Matthew 19:13–14 (NIV) 
13 Then little children were brought to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and pray for 

them. But the disciples rebuked those who brought them.  
14 Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 

heaven belongs to such as these.” 

 

Jesus placed his hands are little children and prayed for them and how much more so should we as 

parents place our hand on our children and pray for them daily. 

 

Acts 21:5 (NIV) 
5 But when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and 

children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 

 

Can you just imagine how amazing this was that they were all worshipping as a congregation of 

families where the children all went and knelt and prayed together. We are not to just do this as a 

family congregation, but even in our own homes and on a daily basis. 

 

2. Be Committed to Being a Godly Example in all Areas. 

 

Genesis 18:19 (NIV) 
19 For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the 

way of the LORD by doing what is right and just, so that the LORD will bring about for Abraham 



 4 

what he has promised him.” 

 

We as parents especially have to keep the way of the Lord, because if we don't our children 

certainly will not follow in our footsteps. Children do not follow our demands, but they always 

follow our example. May our lives display a life of worship in complete commitment to God so that 

they in turn follow and serve God with all their hearts, because they see the realness of our 

relationship with God. 

 

3. Be Committed to Listen and Talk with your Children. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:11 (NIV) 
11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I 

became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 

 

We need to understand that our children are not small adults but there are children that desperately 

need guidance and direction in life. We cannot just leave it to our atheistic secularized education 

systems and media systems to teach and equip our children. 

 

Learn to listen and talk to your children about all areas and aspects of life and asked them about the 

day, and how it went every single day and preferably around meal when seated around the table, 

because that's when many truths come out. 

 

It is round the dining table that I found out things that are incredibly important and able to deal with 

it before it gets out of hand, teaching and equipping my children according to God's will and not 

what they've heard or seen. 

 

If you don't listen or talk to your children they might end up being abused or end up abusing others 

because of lack of direction and guidance and someone to speak to that is greater wisdom and 

insight. 

 

4. Be Committed to Help Them to Fulfill their Purpose. 

 

Proverbs 19:21 (NIV) 
21 Many are the plans in a man’s heart,  

but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. 

 

I have four sons with all completely different purposes in life and with all completely different 

interests, hobbies and sports. This makes life very difficult and challenging to encourage them to 

become all that God has with for them to become and not what I want them to become. 

 

This is an incredible challenge for any parent because many parents wanted children to fulfill their 

dreams in life that they were not able to fulfill. 

 

May you never push your child into a mold of becoming what you want him to become but may 

they become all that God is purposed for them to become and above all else love Him with all their 

hearts. 

 

5. Be Committed to Study the Scriptures with your Children. 
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Ephesians 4:14 (NIV) 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there 

by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 

 

Do you see here most people are blown back-and-forth by every wind of teaching because it comes 

so subtly? Most of you could not answer my two questions the beginning of the sermon and this is 

because we do not base our lives on the infallible word of God. We need to be committed to 

studying the Word of God and stick with it and nothing else. 

 

Jeremiah 10:2 (NIV) 
2 This is what the LORD says:  

“Do not learn the ways of the nations  

or be terrified by signs in the sky,  

though the nations are terrified by them 

 

I find it incredibly scary and frightening that Christians are starting to adopt the ways of this world 

when we are clearly instructed not to learn the ways of this world. This comes about because we do 

not study the Word of God on a daily basis and this needs to change in all our lives. 

 

Psalm 1:1–2 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the man  

who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked  

or stand in the way of sinners  

or sit in the seat of mockers.  
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

and on his law he meditates day and night. 

 

We are to delight in the ways, laws, principles, precepts and wisdom of God. We are to meditate on 

the Scriptures both day and night. This meditation means deeply pondering over and allowing it to 

mall in our minds till it takes root in our hearts. 

 

6. Be Committed to Train your Child at Every Opportunity about God. 

 

Isaiah 38:19 (NIV) 
19 The living, the living—they praise you,  

as I am doing today;  

fathers tell their children  

about your faithfulness. 

 

Can you tell me who does most of the spiritual training and equipping within the home setting? Is it 

the mother or the father? Most of the time you'll see it talks about the father giving instruction to 

the children. I do believe that the wife also has a role to train the children, however the main role 

and responsibility falls on the father. 

So tell me fathers are you training your children up in the ways of God at every opportunity that 

you are given in life. 

 

Ephesians 6:4 (NIV) 
4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of 

the Lord. 
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Whe are called to bring our children up in the training and instruction of the Lord and this is not 

what happens in most Christian homes. This means that you have to train and instruct your children 

on a daily basis for this to happen. 

 

Psalm 78:3–6 (NIV) 
3 what we have heard and known,  

what our fathers have told us.  
4 We will not hide them from their children;  

we will tell the next generation  

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD,  

his power, and the wonders he has done.  
5 He decreed statutes for Jacob  

and established the law in Israel,  

which he commanded our forefathers  

to teach their children,  
6 so the next generation would know them,  

even the children yet to be born,  

and they in turn would tell their children. 

 

 What does God’s Word say to you about training children? 

 How are you to teach and train them and not what the world has taught you? 

 If you don't know the answer to this then why do you have children? 

 

If you cannot tell me the answer then who’s methods are you using and why should it work? 

 

We home schooled our children because we think it is far better than our secular schooling system 

and what is taught in the schools today. We believe our children will have a more Biblical 

foundation, but know not everyone can do this, but are you doing what you are able because I 

promise you the schooling system is not Biblical or prompting a Biblical world view. 

 

Deuteronomy 6:5–9 (NIV) 
5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 

These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your 

children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 
9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

 

Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) 
6 Trainu a child in the way he should go,  

and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

 

If your children do not acquire a taste to go to church and worship guess what? 

 

They will not serve God when they are older and certainly their children will not be serving God. I 

can almost guarantee you they will become pagan, secular, no believers. 
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I would just like to say that God did not say that this He wants us to have educated kids but rather 

that He wants us to have godly children.  What I'm saying is that if you are more concerned about 

your child's education than his walk with God you have totally lost the plot. 

 

7. Be Committed to Discipline your Children with Consistency and Love.  

 

Proverbs 19:18 (NIV) 
18 Discipline your son, for in that there is hope;  

do not be a willing party to his death. 

 

This is quite a frightening scripture because it says that if you do not discipline your son you're 

being a willing party to his destruction. 

 

Proverbs 22:15 (NIV) 
15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,  

but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. 

 

Sadly a child still does foolish things and sometimes we need to discipline our children by giving 

them a hiding so that the foolish decisions that they just made will be eliminated in the future in 

their lives. You see it's the road of discipline that eliminates folly from a child's life. It is not 

timeout and long drawn-out punishments. This is not scriptural and certainly not the will of God 

and does not work in the long term. 

 

Proverbs 23:13–14 (NIV) 
13 Do not withhold discipline from a child;  

if you punish him with the rod, he will not die.  
14 Punish him with the rod  

and save his soul from death.d 

 

Here given the Scripture says that if you give your child a hiding that he will certainly not die. Both 

my brother and my sister received good hidings when we were children and every single one of us 

love and serve God today. I thank my parents for giving me hidings when I deserved it so as to 

remove the folly from my life. I have also given my four sons numerous hidings in their lives and 

will continue to do so irrespective of what laws the government might try to impose. My allegiance 

and obedience goes first and foremost to God and certainly not to man. 

 

Sadly much of this world has become blinded by the folly and the stupid teachings that have been 

propagated and punted by heathenistic, secular, godless people. 

 

I will never ever condone or promote stupid teachings and methods that go contrary to the Scripture 

and I trust and pray that you will do the same. 

 

Proverbs 29:15 (NIV) 
15 The rod of correction imparts wisdom,  

but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 

 

Oh I've seen time and time again how mothers are disgraced, but the children and you know that 

they are the ones that spare the rod of correction and then the child is never imported any wisdom 
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but stupidity and promotes foolish choices. 

 

You spank a child not for an accident or mistake like breaking something, but for rebellious 

behaviour or an act of disobedience to a known rule or instruction. 

 

You never have to raise you voice or shout, because that is not the right way and then you are not in 

control. God wants us to be in control at all times especially when we administer discipline in our 

children's lives. 

 

Never spank a child if you are angry and not in full control of your emotions. Never hit a child with 

your hands and always only smack them on the bums.  

 

Afterward hug them and tell them that you love them and pray for them.  

 

8. Be Committed to Tell Them you Love them Daily and Motivate them Daily. 

 

Colossians 3:20–21 (NIV) 
20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.  
21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 

 

I tell my children that I love them every single day of their lives and kiss them and this brings 

tremendous security of my commitment to them. We can provoke children to wrath but this will be 

to no advantage to us but rather motivate them and encourage them to become all that God has 

called them to become. 

 

 

9. Be Committed to Ensure your Marriage Precedes your Children in Priority.  

 

First God, then yourself and then your wife.  

 

If we get this right then we can get raising our children to be all that God has created them to be.  

 

When they see you happy and secure then they feel secure and happy, but when you are not happy 

as the mom and dad it creates tremendous insecurity and anxiousness in a child. 

 

Ephesians 5:25 (NIV) 
25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

 

We are to love our live to the extent that we are willing to give our lives for our wives.  

 

10. Be Committed to Talk about Sex and Encourage no Relationships Until Ready. 

 

The family is the backbone of any nation and is the first institution that God ordained in Scripture 

and if you destroy the family you destroy the nation. 

 

Malachi 2:15 (NIV) 
15 Has not the LORD made them one? In flesh and spirit they are his. And why one? Because he was 
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seeking godly offspring.c So guard yourself in your spirit, and do not break faith with the wife of 

your youth. 

 

God is seeking godly offspring and this has to come from godly men and women that come 

together in marriage to become one. This does not talk about boyfriend and girlfriend checking up 

together in test driving one another. 

 

Song of Solomon 8:4 (NIV) 

 Daughters of Jerusalem, I charge you:  

Do not arouse or awaken love  

until it so desires. 

 

Always tell my sons that they are not to awaken love until it is time and it is only time when they 

are able to support and take care of a wife. Any time before this just experimenting and playing 

with someone else's future wife and this is not prudent behaviour. 

 

Now I know this is completely contrary to the teachings of this world in the modern behaviour of 

teenagers and young adults today however look at the brokenness and the unhappiness that presides 

over this age group of people in society. 

 

Let me tell you this is one of the major reasons because they've gone and broken the hearts given a 

part of the life away that they can never get back. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

The 10 Core Habits To Be Committed To Raising Godly Children! 

 

1. Be Committed to Pray with your Children Daily. 

2. Be Committed to Being a Godly Example in all Areas. 

3. Be Committed to Listen and Talk with your Children. 

4. Be Committed to Help Them to Fulfill their Purpose. 

5. Be Committed to Study the Scriptures with your Children. 

6. Be Committed to Train your Child at Every Opportunity about God. 

7. Be Committed to Discipline your Children with Consistency and Love.  

8. Be Committed to Tell Them you Love them Daily and Motivate them Daily. 

9. Be Committed to Ensure your Marriage Precedes your Children in Priority.  

10. Be Committed to Talk about Sex and Encourage no Relationships Until Ready. 

 

Make every single one of us raise our children with integrity and according to God's way not our 

way all this was way in Jesus name I pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 11th 

February 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 
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otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

 


