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Kingdom Part 3 – The Distinction of a Kingdom Citizen 

 

(A message to help us realize not everyone calling themselves Christians 

 are actually Kingdom Citizens). 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

2 weeks ago we learned about  Kingdom Part 1 – Thinking as a Kingdom Citizen.  

 

Last week we learned about Kingdom Part 2 – Thinking as a Kingdom Citizen.  

 

           This week we will learn about Kingdom Part 3 – The Distinction of a Kingdom Citizen 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Jesus came to establish the Kingdom of God here on earth! 

 

Matthew 24:14 (NIV) 
14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, 

and then the end will come. 

 

The message of the Bible is about: 

a King, 

a Kingdom and  

a Royal family. 

 

All of us know that a frog is incredibly comfortable in water however, if I put it in a pot of water 

and slowly begin to boil the water that frog will not even know the difference and when the water 

start boiling the frog and will eventually be: Answer Dead. 
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What is my point? My point is that little by little the Church of Jesus Christ has been boiled without 

even realizing it and most of the church is dead. Most of the church around the world has been so 

influenced by the ungodly culture of this world that they have adopted it as part of their church 

culture.  This however causes them to be disqualified as Kingdom citizens in the Kingdom of God. 

 

It is crucially important that we understand that non-believers where the ones that called Kingdom 

citizens Christians because of the fact that they were Christ-like. Hence you and I should never call 

ourselves Christians, but Kingdom citizens and the world should see the distinct difference and then 

call us Christians. Sadly Christianity has just become another religious term showing that you 

believe that Jesus is the Messiah, but don't really live a Christian life or should I say live according 

to Kingdom culture. 

 

So-called 75% of this nation (South Africa) is said to be Christian, which is an absolute and total 

lie, because I would have to sadly say maybe 5% of South Africans are Christians. Many of you are 

probably shocked by this statement, but by the end of this sermon you will agree.  I would say there 

are lots of Religious Christian claiming to believe in God, but live according the way they choose 

and hence disqualify themselves as Kingdom citizens. 

 

Deuteronomy 30:16 (NIV) 
16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you this day, by loving 

the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by keeping his commandments and his statutes 

and his ordinances, then you shall live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the 

land which you are entering to take possession of it. 

 

If you: 

 

obey the commandments of the LORD your God and show your love for Him by:  

walking in his ways, 

keeping His commandments,  

keeping His statutes and  

keeping His ordinances, 

 

Then God says that He will bless you. 

 

Let's start off with a shocking statement that Jesus makes. 

 

Matthew 19:17 (NIV) 
17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is good. If you 

want to enter life, obey the commandments.” 

 

This is quite a shocking statement that Jesus makes and while I'm at it let's deal with this statement 

carefully. I said to many people how you doing. They then answer, “I am good” to which we should 

answer, “not you not good because only Jesus is good.” So my encouragement to you is never to 

answer in that manner as many of the youth do in this day and age. You see we need to understand 

that only Jesus is good and hence we reference Him, admire Him and worship Him for His 

holiness. 

 

Then Jesus makes a shocking statement and He says: “If you want to enter life, obey the 
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commandments.” 

 

Now many people in this day and age try to propagate that we do not have to obey the 

commandments of God because we are under grace and that is an absolute load of baloney. Many 

people say that the commands of God have fallen away because we no longer under the law, but 

under grace. However my Bible states that: 

 

 If you love God you will obeys His commands! 

 If you want to enter into life you have to obey God's commandments - Matthew 19:17 

 If you say you love God and you do not obey my commandments you are liar. 

 If you say you love God and hate your brother you are a liar - 1 John 4:20 

 If you say you love God then you will obey God's commandments and in this way show that 

you love God - John 14:21 

 

If your concepts are wrong then your conclusion will be wrong, and if you conclusion is 

wrong then you theology will be wrong and if you theology is wrong then your life style will 

be wrong and most Christian’s life styles are wrong because have been influence not by God 

but this world. 

 

So if you say that you a Christian then you need to obey the commandments of God, His decrees 

and His ways, because He is King and not you and me.  

 

This is an incredibly important point that you need to grasp, understanding and never forget. The 

laws and ways of the Kingdom of God cannot be changed according to your standards. This means 

that no matter what the culture of the day may be this cannot and will never change the culture of 

the Kingdom of God.  I don’t care who you are or what denomination you are from, you have no 

right to say well things have changed and so now this is acceptable as a Christian. God has already 

set that in place and all we have to do is show our love by obeying the King. Certainly not 

questioning Him and thinking we have a right to change His ways. 

 

Our authority as a Kingdom citizen is dependent on obedience to the laws of our Kingdom. You 

and I as a Kingdom citizen have rights and privileges. That is why I have mentioned before that 

there are over 7000 promises in the Bible that we can claim for ourselves. However you cannot 

claim them for yourself if you live in disobedience to the King because you have then just forfeited 

those right and privileges. In any country, if you violate the laws you get disciplined and in some 

cases you could get locked away from society and they confiscate your passport meaning that you 

are no longer a citizen of that nation and do not have the rights and privileges of the country. 

 

I find it rather amusing that we find this an acceptable norm in society that those who take other 

people's lives are put in prison and their citizenship blocked but when it comes to God and His 

Kingdom we cannot understand that He would lock people out from His Kingdom hence they will 

end up going to hell. We must never forget that we serve a fair, just and righteous God who is the 

judge of all the world. 

 

You will be able to claim all the promises that God has decreed in His constitution known as the 

Bible. Then the most important thing for you to do in order to be legible for those blessings to flow 

in your life is obedience. 

 

Do you see why Jesus says that if you love me you will obey my command? Our love for God is 
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displayed in our obedience to His precepts, ways, laws and decrees. You see we are not under the 

law and yes Jesus never came to do away with the law because it still stands however now I'm not 

forced to obey the law, but I now choose to obey the laws of God because I love Him, This then 

means on the flip side that if I do not obey the laws of God and show that I do not love him I 

disqualify myself from the privileges as a citizen and might even in the end disqualify myself as a 

citizen of the Kingdom of God. 

 

We have all heard the saying that says talk is cheep, I want to see your actions. 

 

Now there are many laws, commands, decrees, principles, precepts in ways that God calls Kingdom 

citizens to live by. This means that as a Kingdom citizen there has to be a distinct culture that sets 

us apart from the cultures of this world. This then means that our culture and lifestyle has to be 

formed and fashioned according to God's constitution and not by this world. 

 

God is the same yesterday today and forever and is never changing and His ways will also never 

change. This means that we have no right to think that we can change the culture of the Kingdom of 

God. This right is not given to us at the citizens of the Kingdom of God. The King decrees how we 

are to live and we live accordingly, and do so as little children without questioning God and trying 

to negotiate with God because that will never work because God does not change His ways. 

 

That is why He says unless we become like little children we will never enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven. 

 

Within every country there are certain laws and that produce the culture of that country. If people 

want to change the culture of a country they go after legislation and try and change the laws. This 

has been the case where certain people have tried to change the culture of marriage and have gone 

after legislation. Now in most countries around the world same sex unions are regarded as normal 

and acceptable. They have even changed the definition of marriage which has always meant from 

the beginning of time the life long commitment between a man and a woman. 

 

Philippians 3:19 (NIV) 
19 Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their 

mind is on earthly things. 

 

Millions of babies are murdered every year legally in many countries around the world because 

some people went to the legislation of that country and changed the law in regards to abortion. It 

was propagated by people saying, that a woman has the right to abort her baby if it inconveniences 

her lifestyle. This has now become a norm in many countries in the world today. This is now part of 

the culture of our countries around the world.  Now I would like to ask you in the Kingdom of God 

what the culture should look like, because as I see it, much of the church has allowed the culture of 

the world to infiltrate the church and change the thinking, belief system, lifestyle and behaviour of 

so-called Kingdom citizens. 

 

According to the constitution of God in the Kingdom of God there should be no: 

 

Divorce, 

Sexual immorality which includes, fornication, bestiality, homosexuality and the like. 

Stealing, 

Gossiping, 
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Murder, 

Adultery,  

Drunkenness etc. 

 

 

If the world is part of the norm of your culture then you're not a kingdom citizen and cannot claim 

citizenship. 

 

That's is why I shared with you last week that I laughed at my wife because some people said to her 

that wanted to get married at Eden’s Gate that no we Christians we don't drink. And my wife 

wanted to say to them, “O but you can sleep around and fornicate and have children out of 

wedlock!” Do you see how ridiculous this is the certain parts of God’s ways we obey and other that 

don’t suite us we chuck away. 

 

You see you and I cannot think that we can change the constitution of the King.  We can change the 

culture in which we live, but this does not mean that it suddenly becomes acceptable to the King of 

Kings when it goes against His ways. We can go into theological debates and make the excuse that 

that times have changed, but God ways never ever change period. 

 

Our citizenship as Kingdom citizens is manifested in obedience to the laws of God. 

 

You have heard the saying, ‘men will be men’. This is not so in the Kingdom of God because God 

says we are to control our sexual urges, and bring them under the King. 

 

1 Peter 2:11–12 (NIV) 
11 Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which 

war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of 

doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

Or you have to test drive the car (woman) before you married her. No God say that you will not 

fornicate and sleep around before marriage.  

 

My job is not to appeal to you and your situation, but as a teacher of the Word of God to share the 

truth and to raise the standard of the Kingdom of God. Then we are to measure ourselves according 

to His standard and not try to lower His standards.  I am certainly not going to lower the standard 

and try to negotiate with God to lower His standard for your or my sake.  

 

God does not want to talk to us about where we are right now, but rather where He wants us 

to be.  

 

If you become a kingdom citizen it should affect: 

your priorities,  

your values,  

our beliefs,  

our morals, 

your lifestyle,  

your culture,  

your behaviour,  

your attitude,  
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your standards, 

your celebrations, 

your relationships, 

your ethics, 

your dress,  

your food,  

your drink, 

your responses, 

your rejection, 

your acceptance, 

your distinction, 

your spirit of excellence,  (your work is your signature) 

your environment,  

your spirit, 

 

You don't have to tell me about your culture because what you celebrate tells me about your 

culture. 

 

That's why you get some people that celebrate Gay pride day and so you don't have to tell me what 

you stand for or what your culture represents because I know from what you celebrate. 

 

Likewise you and I celebrate today and come to the house of God and celebrate our King, hence I 

know your culture and what you believe and what Kingdom you are a part of because we are 

serving the King of King and not our agenda.   

 

When the righteous are quiet the wicked grow! 

 

1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (NIV) 
9 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: 

Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual 

offenders 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, 

you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 

Some of us were like this but as Kingdom citizens we can no longer live like this even if the culture 

of the world says it is the norm, because it is not the norm in the Kingdom of God.  

 

Deuteronomy 30:19–20 (NIV) 
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20 and that you may 

love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he 

will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 12th 
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November 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation rights reserved. Used by permission. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/

