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Doing the will of God no matter what the cost.  

 

(A message to help us realise that we need to be sold out fully to the Lord in order to do His will 

because there are many voices in the world that want to distract you). 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

17th December 2017 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

Matthew 16:23 (NIV) 
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 

do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

Doing the will of God no matter what the cost.  

 

Who of you find it easy to do the will of God all the time? 

 

It takes tremendous devotion, dedication and courage to do the will no matter the cost in life.  

 

Acts 20:22-23 (NIV) 
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to 

me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are 

facing me. 

 

Acts 20:38 (NIV)  
38 What grieved them most was his statement that they would never see his face again. Then they 

accompanied him to the ship. 

 

Acts 21:1-13 (NIV) 
1After we had torn ourselves away from them, we put out to sea and sailed straight to Cos. The 

next day we went to Rhodes and from there to Patara. 2 We found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, 

went on board and set sail. 3 After sighting Cyprus and passing to the south of it, we sailed on to 

Syria. We landed at Tyre, where our ship was to unload its cargo. 4 Finding the disciples there, we 

stayed with them seven days. Through the Spirit they urged Paul not to go on to Jerusalem. 5 But 

when our time was up, we left and continued on our way. All the disciples and their wives and 

children accompanied us out of the city, and there on the beach we knelt to pray. 6 After saying 

good-by to each other, we went aboard the ship, and they returned home.  
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7 We continued our voyage from Tyre and landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers 

and stayed with them for a day. 8 Leaving the next day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the 

house of Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. 9 He had four unmarried daughters who 

prophesied.  
10 After we had been there a number of days, a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 

11 Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy 

Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and will hand him 

over to the Gentiles.’ ”  
12 When we heard this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. 13 

Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be 

bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

 

The Lord Jesus said in his prayer, “not my will, but yours be done.” 

 

Can we honestly say amen to that no matter what His will may be for our lives?  

 

NOW WHAT IS GOD’S WILL AND WHO IS/OR WAS RIGHT IN THIS SITUATION? 

 

In our text this morning, Paul is convinced the will of God for his life is to go up to Jerusalem, but 

all his other friends disagreed.  

 

I believe that Paul’s difficult missionary journeys prepared him to face more complicated 

challenges and more difficult trials.  He was more than prepared for a situation like this one.  

 

If you watch Animal Planet or 50/50 you will probably know that a cheetah survives by 

running down its prey.  This big cat can, in a sprint, reach up to about 120km per hour 

(seventy miles per hour), but the cheetah cannot sustain that pace for a long time.  In its long, 

sleek body is a disproportionately small heart, which causes the cheetah to tire very quickly. 

If the cheetah does not catch its prey in the first flurry, it must abandon the chase, because its 

heart cannot take much more. 

 

I think that some Christians seem to have the cheetah’s approach to the Kingdom of God.  

We speed into projects, ministry, good works, new works etc., with great energy, but lack the 

heart for sustained effort and eventually we fizzle out before we finish. Maybe some should 

not start so fast and run so hard, but maybe what they need is more staying power and 

stamina that comes only from a bigger heart.  Let us not just look busy, but allow God to give 

us a bigger heart.   

 

NOW WHO WAS IN THE SPIRIT – PAUL OR HIS LOVED ONES? 

 

He knew what was facing him, but he would not be deterred from His calling or mission.   

 

Now can you see the difference here?  He feels to go and his friends and loved ones feel he should 

not go or should I say that they don’t hear from God, but rather let their emotions get in the way of 

what God is wanting to do. 

 

Let us ascertain a few truths today: 

 

1. Good people sometimes differ about the will of God. 
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2. Are they demonic, because of this? No we are just human and sometime we miss what God 

is saying because of our emotions that we allow to cloud our judgment. 

3. No matter what man says, you must do the will of God no matter what the cost.  

 

Who is right?  

 

Paul looking at it duty wise. 

Paul’s loved ones looked at it danger wise. 

 

He thought it was God’s will and they thought it was not.  Very interesting so what do you say he 

should do.   

 

We ought not to just seek God’s will, but to surrender to God’s will, and also to stand and live 

in God’s will at all times. 

 

Let us as brothers and sisters in Christ make this very clear right now, that no matter if we differ in 

what we believe or feel should be done in a given situation that above all we should want and desire 

the will of God.  

 

Was Paul just an extremely brave man or was he making a grave mistake?  Was he going against 

the Holy Spirit’s clear directions not to go to Jerusalem?  Remember that he was human and made 

mistakes just like you and I.  

 

Paul knew that danger that lay ahead, but he trusted in God and did not fear the consequences.  

 

1. Sometimes godly people can give you the wrong advice.  

 

We are told that these brethren warned Paul, “through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem.” 

(v. 4b). The word “through” (dia) is not the word used previously (13:4, hupo) to speak of the direct 

agency of the Holy Spirit. Here it is better understood as “in consequence of the spirit,” that is 

because of what the spirit said. The Holy Spirit had not forbidden Paul to go to Jerusalem but 

according to Acts 20:22 had constrained Paul to go. 

 

The Holy Spirit had revealed that Paul would undergo suffering for Christ. The Holy Spirit did 

not tell them to inform Paul not to go to Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit predicted persecution for 

the apostle and their love for him caused them to beg him not to go. 

Christians are just as inclined to give advice today as they were in Paul’s day.  

 

Unfortunately often the advice which is given today is well-intentioned, but wrong.  
 

We cannot avoid the sad fact of life that even some Christians will not understand the path we are 

taking when we follow the Lord. Some parents will be opposed to the decision their children take to 

follow the Lord if it is along a difficult path.  

 

Paul obviously did not heed the advice offered him, because when the ship was ready to sail, he 

was on it. 

 

Consider the postage stamp: Its usefulness consists in the ability to stick to one thing till it 

gets there.  



 4 

 

2. Sometimes the advice we are giving is not from God, but the will of man. 

 

Why has Paul received these warnings? There are several possibilities.  

 

1.) These warnings are intended to convince him not to go to Jerusalem and impress on him that he 

is “out of God’s will”.  

2.) These warnings are to prepare him for what awaits him in Jerusalem.  

3.) These warnings are intended to test his resolve and his pressing on is a sign of his obedience and 

faith.  

 

It is my belief that these believers are right in their understanding that Paul would be imprisoned in 

Jerusalem but wrong in their conclusion that Paul should not go.  

 

Please note that these saints were wrong, even though they seemed to be unanimous in their 

conclusion.  

 

He wrote Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon during his incarceration in Rome. 

 

3. Sometimes our advice discourages, rather than encourages people to follow the will of God.  

 

Acts 21:13 (NIV) 
13 Then Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be 

bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

 

What about you? Are you willing to be tied up because of your faith? 

What about dying for your faith? 

 

Phil 1:20-25 (NIV) 

20 I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so 

that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to 

live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor 

for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and 

be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 

Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress 

and joy in the faith, 

 

Jan Paderewski was asked by a fellow pianist if he could be ready to play a 

recital on short notice. The famous musician replied: 

'I am always ready. I have practiced eight hours daily for forty years." 

The other pianist said, "I wish I had been born with such determination." 

Paderewski replied, 'We are all born with it. I just used mine.' 

       Taken from 'Funny, Funny World”. 

 

Application 
 

Although Paul’s friends no doubt meant well, they were trying to make God’s will conform to their 

preconceived ideas.  

 



 5 

To choose to suffer means there is something wrong; to choose God’s will even if it means 

suffering is a very different thing. No healthy saint ever chooses suffering; he chooses God’s will, 

as Jesus did, whether it means suffering or not.  

 

Neither the present nor absence of trouble, persecution or death is an indicator of God’s will. 

 

Paul’s unwavering attention to God’s priorities makes him an example of how to remain calm, 

sober and reliable when others give up.  

 

1 Corinthians 15:54–57 (NIV) 
54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, 

then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”c 

55 “Where, O death, is your victory?  

Where, O death, is your sting?”d 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God. 

      William Carey founder of modern missions 

 

Many well-meaning friends may offer misguided advice. Paul chose to listen to the voice of the 

Spirit of God instead of those who were more concerned about his human safety.  

 

When a person is totally committed to doing the will of God they will gain the peace of God that 

will direct their hearts in what is best.  

 

Some of you might still think that Paul was wrong and should have listened to his loved ones, but 

let me quickly show you another example from the Scriptures of a similar situation. 

 

Matthew 16:21-26 (NIV) 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

suffer many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must 

be killed and on the third day be raised to life.  
22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. “Never, Lord!” he said. “This shall never 

happen to you!”  
23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you 

do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 

take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his lifea will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for me will find it. 26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet 

forfeits his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?1 

 

Can you just imagine if Jesus had followed the advice of Peter? Not one of us would be standing 

here today. Jesus would not have gone to the cross. 

                                                           
c Isaiah 25:8 
d Hosea 13:14 
a The Greek word means either life or soul; also in verse 26. 
1 The Holy Bible: New International Version. (1984). (Mt 16:21–26). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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CONCLUSION: 

 

Can you from this Scripture see what a great apostle Paul was with an unshakeable faith?  Do you 

now have a new appreciation of the  

agony,  

fear, and  

conflicts he endured throughout his 35 years in the ministry, yet he stayed strong, focused and 

dedicated to what the Holy Spirit told him even when it was to his detriment. 

 

2 Timothy 4:6–8 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time has come for my departure. 7 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store 

for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that 

day—and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

 

When you were born, you cried, and the world rejoiced.  

Live your life in such a manner that when you die, the world cries, and you rejoice."  

             The Indians  

 

Remember that a faith worth living for is a faith worth dying for. 

 

May we never again allow our emotions to cloud our judgment and decision making in the Lord.  

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 17th 

December 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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