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Main Scripture: 

 

Philippians 3:13–14 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

A New Beginning.  

 

Most people want progress, but are not willing to change! 

 

There can be no progress or improvement in anything without change.  

 

Carrying on doing the same thing and expecting a different result is just insanity which we all 

know. Yet how often do we just carry on doing the same thing expecting different results?  

 

If we want things to change in our lives then we need to realize that the only thing we have control 

over is our self. This means that we need to deal with ourselves and start making different choices. 

 

Let go of the things that are pulling you down or that which has disappointed you last year.  

 

Who is the person that lied about you and told half-truths about you making it a whole lie? Forgive, 

let go and forget, because it is no point holding onto the offence of unforgiveness in your life.  

 

Who cheated and stole from you?  What ever it is that is holding you back in your life let it go so 

that God can take you on to greater things.  

 

Philippians 3:13–14 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 

what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for 

which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
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You cannot take hold of new things that God has for you if your hands are full holding onto the old 

things in your life. So free your hands by letting go of the things of your past so that you can take 

hold of greater things in the future.  

 

Stop wallowing in the sewer of despair and disappointment and   

get up,  

get out,  

get going, and  

grab hold of the great things that lie ahead of you.  

 

Israel took 40 year to receive the best God had for them because they refused to change.  

 

It took one day to get Israel out of Egypt, but 40 years to get Egypt out of Israel.  

 

They had a slave’s mentality and would not let go of that thinking. Just like in South Africa we are 

going nowhere until we let go of the past. You have some people in this nation that do not want to 

let go of the past and until we let go of the past and learn from our mistakes we are going nowhere 

as a nation. Sadly until this government lets go of the reversed apartheid that is now in place we can 

never all start to build on a Rainbow nation and we are doomed as a nation. Continuing to blame 

other for you state of affairs improves nothing, changes nothing, grows nothing, builds nothing and 

eventually destroys everything. Let go of the past and start building on the future.  

 

Do not confuse motion with progress. 

 

Look at the Israelites in wilderness. They were always on the move, but going nowhere. Traveling 

around in a circle, but never arriving in their promised land. We need to stop looking back or else 

we will never be able to grab hold of our future.   

 

Sometimes God takes people out of your life because they are bad for you. I have seen God moving 

people out of a congregation, because they are just a bad apple and you need to let them go. Just 

like in your life sometimes God moves people out of your life and you need to stop perusing them 

but rather let them go because they add nothing to your life.  Basically they are a handbrake to the 

things that God is wanting to do in your life. God no longer wants that handbrake in your life so let 

it go and don’t look back. 

 

If a door closes in your life, it means that what is behind it was not meant for you. 

 

Some of you are crying about what you don’t have to the extent that you cannot see what you do 

have right in your hands. There are so many opportunities staring you in your face, but you need to 

stop looking at what you don’t have and start giving thanks for what you do have and then start to 

ask God to open your eyes to opportunities that are desperate for you to begin exploiting. 

 

Forget about what you don’t have and start to maximize what you do have.  

 

Imagine having a painting worth millions upon millions of dollars and not knowing it and it just sits 

in your house and you are battling to make ends met. 
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I invented a card game just after I got married and did nothing about it because the maker of UNO, 

who are Mattel, said they had people that invented games in house so they were not interested. 

They did not even look at the game, which is very sad for them because it is going to take a major 

market share from them one day. I have sadly sat on that game foolishly until now and so just 

before I went on leave I got it designed professionally and ready to market. My problem and has 

been the problem from the get go is that I need a multimillionaire that can fund this, because I need 

to patent the game in the major countries around the world and then flood the markets around the 

world before the Chinese steel the game and then mass produce it. So you need huge amounts of 

money to invest into the game before you can get this onto the market which I don’t have and hence 

have not done anything for all these years. Very stupid don’t you think. 

 

I then get a call form someone how is a friend of a friend of mine that is also in the ministry. He 

asks if he could leave his car at my place for 2 days and then if I would take them to the starting 

point of a hiking trail in the area. Obviously I would say yes and found out that he trains the banks 

how to do banking and then looks for investment and business opportunities for highly wealthy 

people. When I picked them up I had a few minutes to chat and show him my game to which he 

was highly impressed and excited. Maybe this was a divine encounter that God set up for me. 

 

Why I share this is that we all have so much potential and so often just let is lie dormant because 

we feel we don’t have the time or what ever the case may be. 

 

Thank God for the talents that He has given you and promise to acknowledge Him with what He 

gives you. Many people get blessed by God and they eventually stop acknowledging Him and stop 

tithing and this is a gross sin and heart breaking, because it is slowly destroying the church. Sadly I 

see this is becoming more and more prevalent in the church and it is heart breaking for me to see.  

 

I have seen many people being blessed by God and then slowly but surely they end up drifting 

away from God, which is heart breaking but this is a common trend in this day and age.  

 

This last year was one of the toughest times financially that my wife and I have gone through in our 

marriage. When your wife does not earn a salary and then the same happens to you and then those 

that owe you money don’t pay you, you very quickly have to start thinking out the box and making 

very important life changing choices.  

 

I see business opportunities all over the place and have done since I was young.  What has been 

frustrating for me in the ministry is that people don’t tithe within our congregation then obviously 

there is not money to pay the priest in the house. This is frustrating because if I was not in a village 

but in a city this would never happen even if more people stop tithing because the volume of people 

would make the problem seem insignificant. This problem is that this is a growing trend in the 

church where people are becoming confused because of incorrect teachings in the church. What 

ends up happening is that the priest has to make other plans financially to take care of his house 

hold because the congregation does not. 

 

Now I can moan and get frustrated because all the Kingdom finances is now given to the TV 

ministries, or mega churches, or family etc. This would be foolish because I can do nothing to 

change this, but I can do what I am doing and what is going to provide for my family. You see 

when you have 4 sons you better know they can eat you out of house and home very quickly. So 

what can I do? I can start a business that can help provide the extra income, but this takes time to 
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get going. There are many different options and that is what I did and what I will continue to do 

because putting my head in the sand and expecting change in my opinion is just folly. 

  

For me what is sad is that now I am forced to be distracted from ministry just to be able to provide 

for my family and this is frustrating, but it is what it is and either I accept this and make plans or 

else I will be in serious trouble. I would have been in serious trouble had I not chosen to look at 

other avenues, but I know this is the case with many other pastors in smaller towns and find this 

very sad.  

 

When I was on leave I had another pastor friend of mine asking me to loan him money so that he 

could pay for his rent. How sad is it that one pastor asks from another pastor for rent money, even 

though he know that our congregation does not have the finances to help and knows that I am in 

huge financial debt. Obviously I helped him, but just solidified the fact that I had better make sure 

that I ensure that I have multiple streams of income or I will be in serious trouble in the future. So I 

am going to make sure that this is a reality in my life. I am tired of not being able to give my family 

what I want to and until you get to that point you will not do anything to change the situation. I am 

doing something about the situation and will continue to do so, so that I will not have to look to 

anyone for financial help in the future. 

 

What about you? 

 

What do you have in your hands? 

 

I pray that this is going to be a breakthrough year for you in every area of your life and that you are 

going to be shocked and amazed at what can take place in a short period of time when you open 

you eyes and allow God to begin to show you what He wants you to do and how He wants you to 

do what He want you to do. 

 

Stop the moping and start dreaming, and once you have dreamt then start the implementation of the 

dream and don’t look back. 

 

May this be your jubilee year as I can promise you it is going to be my jubilee year as I am tired. 

No that is a lie. I am not tired, I am sick and tired of battling and this year things are going to 

change.  

 

How about you? 

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 
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