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The Greatest Love Story Ever Told.  

 

(A message to help us understand that the Christmas story is all about the establishment of the 

Kingdom of God and why Jesus was born in a manger). 
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Main Scripture: 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

Once upon a time Jesus Christ the Messiah, the Anointed one, the Saviour of the world said in: 

 

Luke 4:43 (NIV) 
43 But he said, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, 

because that is why I was sent.” 

 

Why was Jesus sent to earth?  

 

 To be born in a manger? 

 To die on a cross? 

 To be raised to life? 

 To ascend to heaven? 

 

No, those are part of the process, but the reason the He came to earth was to re-establish the 

Kingdom of God here on earth. 

 

Have you got this truth!!!!! It is crucially important for you to get this important point of truth. 

 

OK, now let us re-wind so we can fully understand the gospel of the Kingdom of God and so that 

no one on this planet has any excuse in this day and age not to believe in Jesus Christ as the Saviour 

of the world. 

 

I would like to share with you: The Greatest Love Story Ever Told.  
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Once upon a time in the heaven far above God called a meeting.  

 

Present where: 

1. God the Father,  

2. God the Son and  

3. God the Holy Spirit. 

 

They said, “Let us extent our territory, because after all that is what kings do.” 

 

Proverbs 3:19 (NIV) 
19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations,  

by understanding he set the heavens in place; 

 

And so they created earth and establish a colony that was to last forever. They All said amen. Then 

the Father spoke up and said, that I see a problem arising. So the Holy Spirit said there is no 

problem that we cannot solve because we are the great problem solvers, and they all said, “Amen.” 

The Father said, “To solve the problem I will give my Son to solve the problem,” and they all said 

Amen. Let's get going with our awesome plan. 

 

Genesis 1:26 (NIV) 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of 

the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth,b and over all the creatures that 

move along the ground.” 

 

God made mankind in His likeness and in His image however He created man to rule over the 

earth. Please note that he did not say let us rule, but let them rule. This means that man has legal 

authority here on earth and for you to operate with authority here on earth you have to have a body. 

This is a crucially important point for all of us to understand. 

 

Lucifer the chief worshipper and head of the worship department in heaven wanted to be like God 

and receive worship for himself and so rebelled against God. God would not allow that and so God 

chucked Satan out of heaven. 

 

Isaiah 14:12 (NKJV) 

12 “How lyou are fallen from heaven, 

O 4Lucifer, son of the morning! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 

You who weakened the nations! 

 

Luke 10:18 (NIV) 
18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 

 

The tragedy is that Satan fell from heaven and came and wrecked havoc here on earth, but even 

though God could see this before the foundations of the earth was laid He had made a plan and was 

                                                           
b Hebrew; Syriac all the wild animals 
l Is. 34:4; Luke 10:18; [Rev. 12:7–9] 
4 Lit. Day Star 
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not swayed in any way from going ahead with His plan of creation. 

 

Like I mentioned earlier for you to operate as a spiritual being here on earth you had to have a body 

and so Satan goes to the serpent and requests the loan of his body so that he could have authority to 

function here on earth.  

 

Genesis 3:1 (NIV) 
1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to 

the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 

 

Satan through the use of the serpent’s body spoke to Eve and sowed the seed of doubt till 

eventually Adam and Eve fell into sin. Please note that sin is rebellion against God and His 

supreme instruction and command.  

 

Just like today Satan is saying that it not so bad to shack up together or to sleeping with someone of 

the opposite sex. It is not so bad after all, as long as you love each other. God however said no and 

has very wise reasons for saying no, but mankind chooses to rebellion against God. 

 

You can imagine that God was upset that the serpent which was part of His creation allowed Satan 

to use His body.  

 

Genesis 3:14 (NIV) 
14 So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this,  

“Cursed are you above all the livestock  

and all the wild animals!  

You will crawl on your belly  

and you will eat dust  

all the days of your life. 

 

If you have any knowledge and understanding of this amazing fact you will know that the snake has 

two small little legs and some of them are now gone and some species of snakes.  On some you can 

still see the ingrown legs. The reason is that they used to walk on there back legs until such time 

that they were cursed by God and this Scripture came into being. This is another clear sign that you 

have no excuse, but to believe in God.  

 

Like I said before the foundation of the world God knew that man would sin and make a way out.  

 

We must never forget that God is the greatest problem solver that this world has ever met.  

 

Genesis 3:15 (NIV) 
15 And I will put enmity  

between you and the woman,  

and between your offspringa and hers;  

he will crushb your head,  

and you will strike his heel.” 

 

                                                           
a Or seed 
b Or strike 
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This Scripture is known as the protevengelium before evangelism began. This is the first promise of 

the Messiah to come. Here we see that God says He will crush Satan’s head even though Satan will 

strike His heel and give Jesus an incredible blow it will not be fatal as in Satan case. 

 

I would like you to know that I was reading from the Old Testament and could read many more 

Scriptures to prove that Jesus Christ is the Messiah of the world, but due to lack of time constraints 

limited and so would like to share one more Scripture to nail this point once and for all. I would 

like to also say at this point that the Koran also has Old Testament and the Jews as well, meaning 

that no Muslim or Jew has an excuse to believe any longer in Mohammed or what ever, but has to 

put their faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

700 years before the birth of Jesus Christ the Messiah of the world God insured that Isaiah 

prophesied the exact event and how it was to take place. 

 

Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth 

to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 

 

How amazing is this that it was decreed 700 years before that Jesus would be born of a virgin. The 

amazing part of this is that the mother and the child's blood never mix. For the forgiveness of sins 

throughout the Old Testament blood had to be shared from an innocent first born animal. The 

problem was that mankind is not an animal for those evolutionists that might be a little confused.  

 

The meeting in heaven carried on and God the father said, “Son you will have to go and rescue 

mankind from their sins” and Jesus said, “it is done”.  

 

1 Peter 1:19–20 
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 20 He was chosen before 

the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 

 

Now remember that for this to be done and for God to have authority here on earth he had go into a 

body to operate with authority. So Mary was chosen and the Holy Spirit overshadowed Mary and 

she gave birth to a child who she was to call Jesus because of the instruction via the angel Gabriel.  

 

Remember that it is only pure blood that could take away the sins of the world permanently but for 

this to happen it had to be through a pure human are not animal. Remember that Mary was just the 

incubator for Jesus and not some deity as some false religious sects try to make her. He was pure 

because he did not come from the lawns of man and was not tainted in any way. 

 

Now Jesus had to be born in Bethlehem however Joseph and Mary stayed in Nazareth so how on 

earth was this going to happen because remember that this is what the prophesied more than 450 

years before the time.   

 

Micah 5:2 
2 “But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,  

though you are small among the clansb of Judah,  

out of you will come for me  

one who will be ruler over Israel,  
                                                           
b Or rulers 
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whose originsc are from of old,  

from ancient times.d” 

 

This was written about 450 years before Jesus Christ was born and God allowed this just to solidify 

the fact man has no excuse, but to believe in Jesus Christ as the Messiah of the world. 

 

The problem was that Joseph and Mary lifting Nazareth which is about hundred and 120 km away 

from Bethlehem. The question is how was God going to ensure that this prophecy given hundreds 

of years before the time would literally be fulfilled. 

 

Luke 2:1 (NIV) 
1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 

world. 

 

Now this took place exactly at the time when Mary was to give birth to baby Jesus. 

 

Luke 2:4 (NIV) 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 

 

Now who of you woman would be happy to travel on a donkey 120 km, which takes about 4 days 

on foot all the way from Nazareth to Bethlehem when you are on the brink of giving birth. Let me 

tell you Mary was not a little sissy because to travel 120 km in that heat when heavily pregnant 

could not have been much fun. 

 

But remember let God be true and every other man a liar because when God sees something is 

always sure and amen. 

 

Luke 2:6–7 (NIV) 
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, 

a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them 

in the inn. 

 

Can you just imagine God the creator of the universe been willing to be born in the most humble of 

places? Just let me set the record straight that Jesus was not born in a manger because Joseph and 

Mary were poorer, but purely because all the inns were full. Remember Joseph was a skilled 

Carpenter and hence his trade brought in more than enough money to take good care of his family. 

This was to show that God came to loving serve us as His creation because he loves us so, so much. 

 

Luke 2:11–12 (NIV) 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christa the Lord. 12 This will be a 

sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 

Jesus is the human name that Jesus was given by his parents after instruction from the angel 

Gabriel. Christ means the “anointed one” or the “chosen one” or “Messiah”. 

                                                           
c Hebrew goings out 
d Or from days of eternity 
a Or Messiah. “The Christ” (Greek) and “the Messiah” (Hebrew) both mean “the Anointed One”; also in verse 26. 
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There were three wise men that came and gave gifts to Jesus, which had spiritual meanings: 

 

 Gold – this symbol of kingship on earth. 

 Frankincense – incense as a symbol of deity. 

 Myrrh – in embalming will as a symbol of death.  

 

And how true all these gifts because He is the King of Kings and He is Immanuel God with us and 

would be born to die for the sins of this world. 

 

John 3:16–17 (NIV) 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,f that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of 

God’s one and only Son. 

 

God build in consequences into the choices that we make. Don't you dare use the cop out excuse, 

but how can a loving God send men to hell, because according to the Scripture it is your choice that 

you will either be sent to heaven or to hell based on the choose YOU make and not based on God’s 

choose. So stop trying to blame God.  

 

That is why He says: 

 

Deuteronomy 30:19–20 (NIV) 
19 This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, 

blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 20 and that you may 

love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your life, and he 

will give you many years in the land he swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

May all of us choose life and not death, but choosing Christ Jesus the Messiah of the world as the 

greatest Christmas present ever given to anyone in the world. Choose life and not death that you 

may have life eternal with the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords, Immanuel – God with us.  

 

Jesus literally fulfilled over 300 prophecies in his lifetime which is an impossibility to happen by 

coincidence or happenstance. God insured this would happen once again to ensuring that no one 

has an excuse but to believe in Jesus Christ the King of kings and the Lord of Lords, the Messiah of 

this world. May you this day and from here on out live for Jesus the One who first loved us and 

may we live for Him above everything else in life. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 (NIV) 
6 For to us a child is born,  

to us a son is given,  

and the government will be on his shoulders.  

And he will be called  

Wonderful Counselor,b Mighty God,  

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
                                                           
f Or his only begotten Son 
b Or Wonderful, Counselor 
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Amen. 

 

Let us pray 

 

 
 

This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the 25th 

December 2017. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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