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Committed to God above All.  

 

(A message to help us daily to check and inspect what needs to change to realign our lives so that 

we can ensure that we remain fully committed to God above all). 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

28th January 2018 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV) 
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 

Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

To what should you be committed to in life and please give me the answer in an order of 

importance? 

 

Success? 

Fame? 

Money? 

Leisure? 

Pleasure? 

 

God? 

 

A.  Your First Commitment should be to God. 

B.  Your Second Commitment should be to you Spouse. 

C.  Your Third Commitment should be to your Children. 

D.  Your Fourth Commitment should be to your Church. 

E.  Your Fifth Commitment should be to your Work. 

F.  Your Sixth Commitment should be to your Family. 

G.  Your Seventh Commitment should be to your Word.  

 

Committed to God above All. 

 

A. Your First Commitment should be to God. 

 

How many of you have bought a car and never taken it for a service? 
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Just like your car needs a service and to go through many different check points, like wise I 

believe that we should do the same with our lives spiritually.  

 

There is just wisdom to have our cars serviced or checked up on a regular basis and this goes 

the same for our spiritual lives. 

 

So what is the level of your oil? 

 

I mean spiritual oil! 

 

What about your oil filter and fuel filter? 

 

I mean spiritual oil and fuel filter! 

 

Do you have to change this because it get clogged up with dirt and grit and detergents that 

stop the car from running smoothly or even stop the car completely and in some instance 

right off the engine. 

 

What about you? When last did you go through and do a spiritual test of your life? 

 

We don’t go long without checking our oil and fuel gauge and even our filters.  

 

So tell me when last did you do a spiritual check and go through some important test to see 

that is in perfect order in your life.  This should be done regularly and not at the point when 

you need a complete overhaul because you have drifted so far from God and His ways? 

 

God gave you and me life and hence He expects a return on His investment.  

 

You are my fortress. 

You are my life. 

You are my foundation. 

 

Without You I can do nothing and am nothing. Only what is done for Him is going to survive the 

test of fire.  

 

What level of commitment do you think is acceptable when it comes to God?  

 

So let us then have a look to see if our lives are first and foremost committed to God and what are 

the steps we should take to ensure that this remains the case at all times in our lives. 

 

1. Daily examine and inspect your walk with the Lord. 

 

If you are drifting in your commitment then turn back immediately and don’t delay. 

 

Are you becoming spiritually cold towards spiritual things? 

Are you reading the Word of God less? 

Are you going to church less?  

Are you giving less to God? 
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Are you more self-absorbed? 

Are you more interested in leisure and pleasure than in God? 

 

2 Corinthians 13:5 (NIV) 
5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize that 

Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test. 

 

Here we are told to examine and test ourselves, because I certainly am not going to do that for you 

as your pastor because that is not my calling. 

 

You are called to examine your own life. 

You are called to test yourself, because no one know your habits, lifestyle and comings and going 

better than you. 

 

So take a minute and examine your own heart and test yourself to see if you have drifted away from 

your first love for God. 

 

If so, then right in the quietness of your heart, examine and inspect your life and make right with 

God. 

 

2. Daily realign your life if you begin drifting.  

 

What are the things in your life that need to change and that you have to eliminate in order to stop 

being sidetracked and drifted from your relationship with God. 

 

Make a choice right now to realign your life and get your life back on track with God because your 

number one commitment and priority should be to Him. 

 

Revelation 3:15–18 (NIV) 
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 

So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 

You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that 

you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the 

fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; 

and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 

 

I find this to be one of the most shocking Scriptures in the Bible because God would prefer you to 

be hot or cold but not lukewarm because the tragedy when you are lukewarm you are on the verge 

of God rejecting you.  Just like you will not accept sharing your spouse so God is not interested in 

you having a half-hearted for Him. 

 

Let's all dedicate our hearts completely to Him once again so we stop drifting! 

 

3. Daily go before God for forgiveness and cleansing of sin. 

 

We live in a society or should I say a world today that does not like to apologize or even think that 

there is a thing like sin. God however says we are liars if we say that we do not or have not sinned. 
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I would like to encourage you to daily go before God and ask for forgiveness for anything that 

you've said or not said or anything that you have done or should have done. Make right by 

repenting to God so that you can begin with a new slate in your relationship with Him. 

 

 John 1:9 (NIV) 
9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

Hebrews 3:12–13 (NIV) 
12 See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living 

God. 13 But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called today, so that none of you may be 

hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. 

 

We must not harden our hearts because of the deceitfulness of sin and its enticing lure in our lives. 

Repent of any sin and make right with God right now however remember that if we repent it means 

that we turn our back on the sin and if we are not willing to then we have not really repented and 

there is no forgiveness of sin. 

 

Let us all repent of the sin that has so easily entangled our lives and make right with God.  

  

4. Daily make sure you have a strict spiritual training program in place. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24–25 (NIV) 
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way 

as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to 

get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 
 

May all of us going to a strict training programme to grow ourselves in our most holy faith as 

though we are running a race to win a prize? Remember the prize that we will receive if we put 

God first in our lives is a crown that will last forever and nothing can compete with it or compare to 

being in His presence continuously. 

 

5. Daily seek and pursue God. 

 

Isaiah 55:6 (NIV) 
6 Seek the LORD while he may be found;  

call on him while he is near. 

 

Some things that we seek for are not always easily found, but if we seek Him with all of our hearts 

and long enough we will find Him. May we not just casually seek, but earnestly seek Him, because 

we will find Him when we keep seeking and knocking. He will then open the door and dine with 

us. 

 

Are you daily seeking and pursuing God or other things. Make the choice right now to seek Him 

and to pursue God above all things in your life.  

 

6. Daily read the Bible and learn more about God. 

 

Joshua 1:8–9 (NIV) 
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8 Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you 

may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 9 

 

Hear we are commanded to not let God's Word depart from our mouths meaning that we need to 

know God's Word for it to be on our mouths. If we meditate which involves contemplation, reading 

and pondering over deeply both day and night we will have His Word on our mouths. Now the key 

is not to just know the Word of God, but to ensure that we live by it because then and only then will 

we be prosperous and successful. 

 

I'm so tired of people saying that they are Christians, but they do not live at all according to the life 

of a kingdom citizen. 

 

Do you read the Bible daily? If not make the commitment to change this in your life right now. Are 

you going to get up a half and hour earlier to read God’s Word. Make the call right now.  

 

7. Daily make sure that nothing distracts you from your commitment to God.  

 

Galatians 5:1 (NIV) 

     1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 

burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 

 

In this day and age to become distracted from our complete devotion and commitment to God we 

need to make sure that we do not allow any of these distractions to take place in our lives. The way 

to do this is to make sure that you stand firm in your commitment and decision that you have made 

to God and not waiver and get burdened down with sinful behaviours. 

 

What is a distraction in your life? Eliminate that distraction so that you can commit your life 

completely to Him right now. 

 

8. Daily make sure that you are fully committed in your love to Him. 

 

Luke 14:26-27 (NIV) 
26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his 

brothers and sisters—yes, even his own life—he cannot be my disciple. 27 And anyone who does 

not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

 

Our love, commitment and devotion to God should be so intense that it is almost perceived that we 

hate the very people that are closest to us like our mother and father, brother and sister and even our 

children. And if it is not received like that Jesus said you can not be His disciple. 

 

Remember that trials and temptations are going to come our way and our allegiance will be tested. 

May our devotion and a legions be completely to Him and may we never fail the test because we 

have chosen this day to be fully committed to Him. 

 

Do you love Him above everything? Tell him so right now and if not ask God to help this change in 

your life.  

 

9. Daily make sure that you stay in fellowship with other believers.  
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You cannot live the Christian life in isolation or on your own.  We need one another so that we can 

help strengthen one another in hard times and to celebrate during victories. 

 

Hebrews 10:25 (NIV) 
25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one 

another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

Sadly some people have got into a terrible habit of not meeting together regularly at church and 

tragically they will end up becoming lukewarm in their love for God. For me the scary thing and 

tragic thing is that their children might in the end not serve God when they are grown ups because 

of this compromise from their parents.  

 

Let me tell you that when you are around people that are on fire for the Lord and want to know Him 

more you too will become like them too. 

 

Make a commitment in your heart right now to be fully committed to God, His Church and His 

people. If you do this your commitment to Him will remain No. 1 in your life.  

 

Re-Cap: 

 

Committed to God above All. 

 

1. Daily examine and inspect your walk with the Lord. 

2. Daily realign your life if you begin drifting.  

3. Daily go before God for forgiveness and cleansing of sin. 

4. Daily make sure you have a strict spiritual training program in place. 

5. Daily seek and pursue God. 

6. Daily read the Bible and learn more about God. 

7. Daily make sure that nothing distracts you from your commitment to God.  

8. Daily make sure that you are fully committed in your love to Him. 

9. Daily make sure that you stay in fellowship with other believers.  

 

God invested His life in us and wants a return on His investment. May we give Him our lives as a 

living sacrifice holy and pleasing to Him? May we all commit our lives a new and afresh that He 

remains our all in all and our first commitment in life.  

 

Let us pray 

 

Amen. 
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