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Be Committed to your Church Attendance 

(Commitment Series No. 5) 

 

(A message to help us realise how important it is for all of us to go to church every Sunday, to get 

equipped, fellowship with the saints and many more reasons).  

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 

25th February 2018 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

Psalm 122:1 
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

We had a look last week at what we should be committed to in life. We all came to a conclusion 

that the first thing in life that we should be committed to is God, and then to our spouses and then 

to our children and then ourselves. 

 

I would encourage all of you that were not here, to go and listen to the last three sermons so that 

you do not miss out on this incredibly important series. 

 

Too many people are committed to success, fame, money, leisure and pleasure instead of to God 

first, then their wives and then their children and that is why society is in an absolute disarray and 

mess. 

 

1. Your First Commitment should be to God. 

2. Your Second Commitment should be to Yourself. 

3. Your Third Commitment should be to your Spouse. 

4. Your Fourth Commitment should be to your Children. 

5. Your Fifth Commitment should be to your Church. 

 

The local church is crucial and essential to your walk with the Lord. This is not just going to 

church, but also doing church and putting your life into the church. 

 

Those who love God love the church. 

 

If you think you are a Christian and you don’t like to be around Christians or there is no one that 
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you get on with at church, then you are the problem because when you get to heaven which is 

probably doubtful if your never go to church, do you think you are going to be in a gated 

community away from other Christians? 

 

Many times so called Christians don’t go to church because of sin in their lives because they feel 

convicted, but this is part of growing and maturing in Christ... 

 

Some say the church has hurt them and I say,” Grow up, repent of your unforgiving heart and get 

back into church.”  

 

Psalm 122:1 
1 I rejoiced with those who said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

 

Can you be a Christian and never go to church and never tithe? 

 

What is your answer? ____________________ 

 

I believe absolutely not.  

 

If someone is a Christian, then they have got to be a kingdom citizen, because God sent His son 

Jesus Christ to establish His kingdom here on earth. For you to be a part of God's kingdom you 

have to do things according to the decree of the King and you cannot do things according to your 

own way. If you do, you eventually disqualify yourself from being part of His Kingdom. That is 

why He writes the letter to one of the churches in Revelation and says, “Either you are hot or cold 

because luke-warmness does not cut it with me.”  

 

Reading the Bible tells us that the church is the body of Christ. So it makes it quite obvious you 

cannot love Christ and hate His body!  One part of the body cannot say to another part I don't need 

you, because we all need each other. What I'm trying to say is you cannot have life apart from the 

body and you cannot be a Kingdom citizen without being part of the kingdom and part of being part 

of God’s Kingdom is going to the assembly at the temple known nowadays as the church.  

 

People that call themselves Kingdom citizens and never go to church are fooling themselves and no 

one else and especially not God. 

 

Hebrews 10:23–25 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not 

give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and 

all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

 

1 Peter 5:2–3 
2 Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, serving as overseers—not because you must, 

but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not 

lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 

 

Ephesians 2:19 
19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s people and 

members of God’s household, 
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In a family there is intimacy, dependency, loyalty, interaction, mutual care, relationship and love 

and this cannot take place outside of church fellowship. 

 

Nowhere in Scripture does it encourage one to embrace the groom and ignore the bride for the only 

person that would encourage that is Satan himself. 

 

There is little more important in your life than being part of a local church, because that is what 

helps you stay accountable to God and His people and to grow to maturity from strength to 

strength. If we neglect this, eventually our children will not serve our Lord. 

 

I’d rather be a struggling Christian in an imperfect church than a perfect sinner outside the 

church. 

          Warren Wiersbe 

 

Stop allowing Satan to deceive you into believing that the church and going to church is optional, 

for it not. The church will always be eternally linked to Jesus Christ and inseparable from Him. 

 

Acts 2:42–45 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread 

and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done 

by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 

 

You do not get a lone ranger Christian, you only get lone ranger rebels, because Christianity 

is all about community and together serving God. 

Dr Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Everyone needs to realise that the Christian faith is personal, but most certainly not private. 

Dr Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

We should rather talk about a corporate relationship with Christ rather than a personal relationship 

with Christ.  

 

Here are 8 crucial reasons why going to church is so important. 

 

1. You will be following the pattern of the New Testament church. 

 

Acts 1:15 
15 In those days Peter stood up among the believers  (a group numbering about a hundred and 

twenty) 

 

If you study the New Testament you will see that letters were written to specific groups of people 

who had chosen to identify themselves with each other and Christ, and almost always the word 

“church” is used to refer to a specific group of people who committed themselves to serving each 

other and the Lord in the same ministry location. 

 

Acts 6:2–4 
2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be right for us to neglect 

the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, choose seven men from 
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among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over 

to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word.” 

 

1 Corinthians 14:23 
23 So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks in tongues, and some who do not 

understand or some unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 

 

Hebrews 13:17  
17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men who must 

give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no 

advantage to you. 

 

2. You will grow to be balanced and mature in your faith. 

 

Just as our physical bodies need nourishment and food, likewise our spiritual lives need to be fed 

and God has insured that the place for this is your local congregation.  

 

Ephesians 4:11–16 
11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 

be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and 

there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful 

scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the 

Head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 

ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

If you are never part of a congregation how will you build each other up in their most holy faith and 

do the work that you are called to within the congregational setting? This means obviously that you 

cannot and you are not what you proclaim to be if you never go to church. A Christian is someone 

that is Christ-like and walks like Christ and follows in His footsteps. How do you call yourself a 

Christian (like-Christ) and never go to church? You are a hypocrite and are highly deceived. Jesus 

was found in the Temple on the Sabbath and so should we all be seen in the church so that we can 

grow. 

 

Every person there is a kingdom citizen to do things according to the decree of the King or else you 

will be chucked out of His kingdom. All of us need to be instructed Biblically, we need to pray 

together, we need to worship together and we need to take communion. 

 

This means that every one of us needs to be faithful so that we can become mature and attaining to 

the full measure of the glory of God without having spot, wrinkle or blemish. 

 

You would be immediately out of balance if you were not part of the local congregation and 

involved in ministry and getting equipped so that you can do the work of the ministry. The church 

universal is so immature because they are so uncommitted to Sunday worship. 

 

3. You will be able to use your spiritual gifts. 

 



 5 

Romans 12:6–8 
6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man’s gift is prophesying, let him use 

it in proportion to his faith. 7 If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; 8 if it is 

encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; 

if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. 

 

One of the greatest places for us to use our spiritual gift is within the congregational setting where 

you can learn and grow in this regard. Another great place to use our spiritual gifts is within the cell 

group setting because you can make errors and be lovingly corrected and in so doing, grow.  

 

4. You will become part of a spiritual family. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:12 
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they 

form one body. So it is with Christ. 

 

We the church, ought to be a community of people gathered together as a family in Christ. For this 

to work then we need to be involved in our local congregation. As a family this means that we also 

should think along the same lines, which means we need the same equipping. It also means that we 

need to learn to pray and worship together, because this is what we will do throughout eternity and 

this is just a training ground. 

 

5. You will have the counsel of godly wisdom. 
 

God never intended us to live our lives on our own, but to live in mutual accountability to one 

another; hence the Bible talks about mutual submission. 

 

Proverbs 11:14 
14 For lack of guidance a nation falls,  

but many advisers make victory sure. 

 

In your local congregation you will find a tremendous amount of great spiritual counsel and 

leadership, but you have to open your heart to receive them. This counsel that you can receive from 

fellow believers in your local congregation will help you to realise your God given purpose.  

 

6. You will experience the joy of serving others. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:26 
26 What then shall we say, brothers? When you come together, everyone has a hymn, or a word of 

instruction, a revelation, a tongue or an interpretation. All of these must be done for the 

strengthening of the church. 

 

One of the greatest joys in life is to serve someone and help change their lives for ever. This is what 

we are called to do with the gifts that God has entrusted into our lives and these are to be used and 

practised within the congregational setting. 

 

I need you to serve me, but likewise I need to serve you or else I will just become a "dead sea." 

 

It is through the church and its impartation into our lives that you grow and learn to flow better in 
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your gifts and so be blessed and be a blessing to others as well as to yourself at the same time. 

 

May we spur one another in our faith as we serve one another. 

 

7. You will work together to evangelize the lost. 

 

Matthew 28:18–20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

If everyone was faithful to church attendance, we would all be so well equipped we could reach this 

community much quicker. We are together called to win the lost and share with them the truth so 

they can be snatched from darkness and transferred into the marvelous light of Christ.  

 

8. You will experience the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in worship. 

 

Acts 2:1–4 
1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 3 

They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them. 

 

The greatest outpouring and manifestation of the Holy Spirit that I have ever seen in my life is in a 

corporate gathering and not on my own. 

 

If you want to experience revival, then let me tell you it is going to happen from inside the church. 

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. You will be following the pattern of the New Testament church. 

2. You will grow to be balanced and mature in your faith. 

3. You will be able to use your spiritual gifts. 

4. You will become part of a spiritual family. 

5. You will have the counsel of godly wisdom. 

6. You will experience the joy of serving others. 

7. You will work together to evangelize the lost. 

8. You will experience the manifestation of the Holy Spirit in worship. 

 

May every single one of us raise our children with integrity and according to God's way and not our 

own way.  In Jesus name I pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

25th February 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  
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For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 
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