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Your Work is Your Ministry  

(Commitment Series No. 6) 

 

(A message to help us realise that no matter what work we do we are in the ministry and are called 

to do it to the glory of God and to honour His name).  
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Main Scripture: 

 

Colossians 3:17 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time 

with us. 

 

We had a look last week at what we should be committed to in life. We all came to a conclusion 

that the first thing in life that we should be committed to is God, and then to our selves and then to 

our spouses and then to our children and then to our church. 

 

I would encourage all of you that were not here, to go and listen to the last three sermons so that 

you do not miss out on this incredibly important series. 

 

Too many people are committed to success, fame, money, leisure and pleasure instead of to God 

first then them selves, then there wives and then their children and then the church and that is why 

society is in an absolute disarray and mess. 

 

1. Your First Commitment should be to God. 

2. Your Second Commitment should be to Yourself. 

3. Your Third Commitment should be to your Spouse. 

4. Your Forth Commitment should be to your Children. 

5. Your Fifth Commitment should be to your Church. 

 

Those who love God love the church. 

 

The local church is crucial and essential to your walk with the Lord. This is not just going to 

church, but also doing church and putting your life into the church. 

 

If you want to experience revival then let me tell you it is going to happen from inside the church 
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so make sure you part of the church body and attend every Sunday. 

 

O well let us begin on the last thing that we should be committed to in life. Those of you who know 

me know that I like to ask people questions so that I can joke and get you thinking so that we can 

all realign our thinking so that it is in line with the Word of God. 

 

So my question this morning is: 

 

 Who of you here are ministers? 

 

Answer: _________________ 

 

 Is working in a secular job less spiritually significant then working in the church as a pastor 

or missionary? 

 

Answer: _________________ 

 

Certainly not because all work matters to God and should be done to His glory.  

 

There are some people that believe that their job is solely for putting bread on the table and to be 

quite frank in a sense you are prostituting your labour if you think this is the case. 

 

Proverbs 6:26 
26 for the prostitute reduces you to a loaf of bread,  

and the adulteress preys upon your very life. 

 

Now I might be taking this out of context, but the principle still remains. A prostitute reduces her 

time or so called work down to a loaf of bread or meal. Where as the intimacy between a husband 

and wife should be a beautiful thing here it becomes just a job for a meal. Do you see your work is 

just as a means of putting a meal on the table or do you see it as a beautiful thing that you do unto 

the Lord and receive remuneration in order that you can put food on the table? These are two 

completely different paradigms of thinking. The one you would do with all your heart and the other 

you will do begrudgingly and with no spirit of excellence, pride, and desire or to glorify God.  If 

you are not doing what you do to the glory of God then you are not doing it unto God. 

 

6. Your Sixth Commitment should be to your Work. 

 

Title: Your Work is Your Ministry 

 

There are 12 facts about your work that are crucially important for you to know. 

 

1. Your work is there because that is God's plan. 

 

Genesis 2:2 
2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested 

from all his work. 

 

For those of you that do not know; God is the inventor and creator of work.  

For those of you that don't know; God also worked and wants us to do the same because when we 
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do we resemble God and share in His likeness. 

 

All of us have the ability to work, be creative, make plans, come up with great ideas and then 

implement them, but sadly in this nation many just want to steel because they are too lazy to think, 

be creative, work hard and implement their ideas. 

 

Genesis 2:15 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 

 

It is very important to note that God put men in the Garden of Eden to work it before the fall of 

mankind meaning that work is part of God's original plan for mankind. This means that work is not 

a curse from God, but a gift from God for us to have fulfillment in life. There is great fulfillment 

that come to us when we implement something and meet someone else's need and finish a task well 

and this is part of the reason that God gave us the privilege of work. 

 

Genesis 1:28 
28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue 

it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on 

the ground.” 

 

We as mankind are called to be fruitful and expand what we have and increase that which has been 

placed in our hands. We are called to rule over His creation, but actually were not called to rule 

over mankind. That is why men become rebellious when other men try to rule over them in this life.  

 

When you look in the Bible at the Hebrew work Avodah (Ah’-voe-dah) we come to realise that this 

has two distinct yet intertwined meanings: worship and work. This means that we are to see our 

work as worship unto the Lord. 

 

May we never forget that work is part of God’s plan for our lives.  

 

2. Your work is there to glorify and honour God. 

 

Colossians 3:17 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Here we are told that no matter what we do in word or what ever we do we are to glory and honour 

the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:31 
31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 

 

One of the most important things about our work is giving glory to God and not ourselves. 

Remember that it is He that give us the ability to accumulate wealth and do all things so that mean 

that He should be getting all the glory. 

 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 
7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected 
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him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but 

the LORD looks at the heart.” 

 

The key with our work is that we do whatever we do as unto the Lord and not unto men or 

ourselves. 

 

May we from now on work to honour and glorify God.  

 

3. Your work is there to serve others. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 
10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God’s 

grace in its various forms. 

 

If you want to compress the meaning of work into one word then it would be: Not just worship but 

also Servanthood.  

 

We are called to serve others with the gift that God has given us. This means no matter what work 

that you do you are ultimately serving someone else by helping them in some way or meeting a 

need in their lives. 

 

May you realise that your work is so significant because through it you are serving others. 

 

4. Your work is there to bring satisfaction and fulfillment. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:17 
17 Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and to which 

God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches.  

 

Whatever line of work that God has called you to and that you're in at this present moment in time 

is to where you are to stay until God directly you elsewhere. 

 

If there is no satisfaction with the work that you are doing at the present moment then you need to 

ask if God wants you where you are at the present moment in time. Remember however that 

whatever you do if you are doing it to serve others and to the glory of God then there will be some 

level of fulfillment and satisfaction. 

 

May we receive great satisfaction and fulfillment through the work that we do. 

 

5. Your work is there to provide money to supply for the necessities of life. 

 

Genesis 3:19a 
19a By the sweat of your brow  

you will eat your food  

 

I really don’t thing that I needed to show you that Scripture because I think most of you know this 

to be the reality, however just so that you can be sound in your doctrinal belief system I've given 

you this Scripture. 
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It is from our work that we get money to provide for our needs and even some of our wants and 

cannot expect our wants and needs to be met without doing work for it because if we don’t do the 

sweeting then someone else has to do the work for us to have the lifestyle which we have right 

now. 

 

My you gladly receive the money that you get for you work so that you can get the food and 

items you need to live.  

 

6. Your work is there to help finance the running of the church. 

 

Luke 20:25 
25 “Caesar’s,” they replied.  

He said to them, “Then give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.” 

 

What should you be giving to God?  

 

What belong to Him?  

 

That is correct: The Tithe. It is slap bang in your face obvious, so don’t try to get clever on this 

Scripture. 

 

Matthew 23:23 
23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your 

spices—mint, dill and cummin. But you have neglected the more important matters of the law—

justice, mercy and faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former. 

 

They should have practiced all of the above without neglecting to tithe, because if you don’t then 

what will eventually happen is there will be no more church because they financially do not have 

the funds to carry on. 

 

May you be found faithful in your tithing because the church cannot carry on without your 

tithe. 

 

7. Your work is your mission field. 

 

Matthew 28:18–20 
18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And 

surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

We are to make sure that we live out our faith in the workplace so that it touches other people's 

lives and transforms communities to the glory and honour of our Lord's name. 

 

The word "go" in this passage actually means in your everyday going we are to share the good 

news of the gospel and make kingdom citizens of this world. If you don't and refused to be obedient 

as a kingdom citizen then you need to answer to God and no one else. 

 

I was richly blessed at the funeral of Phil Kruger because everyone said he would always share the 
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gospel with all the clients that want to buy, a call from him even if it meant losing the sale. The 

reason for this that he knew that it is part of his mission field and mandate from God, but also 

because he loved God and he wanted to see people going to heaven and not to hell. 

 

Did you know that you spend 70 to 80% of your time at work and it is the most important mission 

field in the world today? So change your perspective and start seeing your work as a calling from 

God because that is actually what it is, because you are called to serve and meet someone else’s 

need and share the gospel at the same time. You are the keys and solutions to problems that others 

have and so serve them well by meeting those needs. 

 

There are many people that try categorize work as sacred or secular or even into "holy" and 

"unholy" work. This is completely untrue and you should never see your vocation irrespective of 

what it may be as less important to that of a pastor or missionary. This is a complete and total lie 

and should not be ascribed to in any way.  

 

Do you know that 90% of the miracles that Jesus performed was in the marketplace? This then goes 

to show that we too should minister and pray for people even in the market place. This is doing life 

and meeting people most important needs in life. 

 

May you never forget that you are in missions wherever you work and that your work is your 

mission field. 

 

8. Your work is your ministry assignment. 

 

1 Peter 2:5 
5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

 

Whatever your marketplace calling may be that is your ministry. 

 

Just because you are not in full-time church ministry do not for one second think that you are a 

second class or second rated citizens of the Kingdom of God. This is a blatant lie from the evil one 

because you are call to the ministry just like I am, but your ministry assignment is different to mine 

and that is all.  

 

Revelation 1:6 
6 and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and 

power for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

The work that you are involved in is the ministry to which God has called you. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

We need to understand that work is ministry and ministry is work and this does not matter 

what work you do. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

Many people in the Christian world think that their involvement in business is a second-class 

endeavor to so-called church ministry work however nothing is further from the truth. 
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You need to understand that you are in full-time ministry service whether you work for the church 

or whether for some secular business. 

 

I believe that whatever profession, career or business path that we are involved in, we are to make 

sure that we seek to bring glory and honour to God through our words, actions, behaviour, and 

deeds. This is what makes our job and our ministry so special to God. 

 

May we all learn to embrace the unique gifts and abilities and talents that God has placed within us 

so that we can serve His purpose through our work! Embrace the gifts that God has bestowed upon 

you and celebrate them by using them to the glory of His name. 

 

2 Corinthians 2:15–16 
15 For we are to God the aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are 

perishing. 16 To the one we are the smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And who is 

equal to such a task? 

 

May we make sure that we always reflect Christ in our business and do everything to His glory. 

May our work always reflect the fragrance of Christ whether in the marketplace, sports field, 

playfield, factory, farm, classroom, church, cell group, fellowships, shopping or the movies. Just 

remember that you may be the only reflection of Christ that many people may ever experience, so 

make it count. 

 

A ministry is any service that is rendered by a kingdom citizen (Christian) that benefits, 

helps, or assists another one or project and that is done to the glory of God. 

         Dr Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

1 Corinthians 12:5 
5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 

 

Whatever your job may be (on condition it's not inherently unethical or immoral) is a ministry 

assignment from God. If it is not your job or just an assignment that you have been given then do it 

with excellence unto the glory of God. 

 

No matter what work you and I do it is all spiritual work when we do it to the glory of God 

and should be seen a ministering to someone else’s need. 

 

9. Your work is honourable and needed. 

 

Colossians 3:23–24 
23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24 since you 

know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 

serving. 

 

Whatever work you do is honourable and it is needed by others in life and so you should be proud 

of the work that you do. 

 

Many times we think that there is more honourable work than what we do, but imagine no one want 

to do the so called menial jobs of life what a mess this world would in today. 
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No work is menial because all work is important. 

 

Jesus did not come as a philosopher, but as a carpenter and then a teacher.  

 

May we always remember that the work that we do is honourable and needed in this world. 

 

10. Your work should be done with excellence. 

 

Proverbs 22:29 
29 Do you see a man skilled in his work?  

He will serve before kings;  

he will not serve before obscure men. 

 

All of us have different occupations and irrespective of what that occupation may be this should be 

seen as your ministry and should be done with a spirit of excellence. We need to work hard and to 

the best of our ability so that we become that best at what we do and others desire our gifting. 

 

This means whatever we do we are to do with a spirit of excellence and with all of our heart as unto 

the Lord. 

 

Make sure that you do your best at all times and do it with excellence because God expects 

nothing less than that in life.  

 

11. Your work should be done with integrity. 

 

Ephesians 6:7–8 
7 Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 8 because you know that the Lord 

will reward everyone for whatever good he does, whether he is slave or free. 

 

Serving wholeheartedly is serving with integrity and you do not need anyone to check up on you 

because every one know that at all times you work wholeheartedly. If every employee had this 

mindset this world would be a far different and better place today. 

 

So may I encourage you to do what you do with integrity and with all your heart to the glory 

of God. 

 

12. Your work will never come to an end. 

 

Genesis 3:19 
19 By the sweat of your brow  

you will eat your food  

until you return to the ground,  

since from it you were taken;  

for dust you are  

and to dust you will return.” 

We all need to come to terms with the fact that work is a blessing and not a curse, however after the 

fall of man, I do believe that work became much more difficult. This does not change the fact that 

God wants us to work and that through our work we get remuneration for our necessities by been 
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given money for the work rendered. 

 

Remember that work never ends because work is what provides food for us to live.  

 

Re-Cap: 

 

1. Your work is there because that is God's plan. 

2. Your work is there to glorify and honour God. 

3. Your work is there to serve others. 

4. Your work is there to bring satisfaction and fulfillment. 

5. Your work is there to provide money to supply for the necessities of life. 

6. Your work is there to help finance the running of the church. 

7. Your work is your mission field. 

8. Your work is your ministry assignment. 

9. Your work is honourable and needed. 

10. Your work should be done with excellence. 

11. Your work should be done with integrity. 

12. Your work will never come to an end. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Your and my work is at all times supposed to make God look great. 

Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke 

 

I find it so sad that in this country they want to drop the standards of schooling and standard service 

delivery/the standards of everything instead of increasing the standards. God never told us or call us 

to go backwards but always forwards as of people in the nation. May I encourage you not to settle 

for the status quo to go backwards but always keep going forward no matter what happens round 

and about you. 

 

May every single one of us raise our children with integrity and according to God's way and not our 

own way.  In Jesus name I pray. 

 

Amen. 

 

 
This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

4th March 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible, Copyright © 1985 

by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 
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