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Easter – The Seven Last Phrases of Jesus 

 

(A message to help us realize that Jesus was the most amazing man ever to walk on earth and  

how we are to choose to live just like Him) 

 

A SERMON DELIVERED AT 

THE HAENERTSBURG CHRISTIAN CHURCH 

IN HAENERTSBURG, SOUTH AFRICA 1 April 2018 

 

Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Pastor 

admin@haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za 

 

Main Scripture: 

 

2 Corinthians 7:10 (NIV) 
10 Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow 

brings death. 

 

Introduction: 

 

Well good morning to you all and to all those viewers on YouTube and those that are listening on 

iTunes or podcast. It is such an honour and privilege to have you connecting and sharing this time with 

us. 

 

Happy Easter! 

Happy Resurrection Day! 

Christ has risen! 

He has risen indeed! 

 

TITLE: The Seven Last Phrases of Jesus (before dyeing on the cross). 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

 

When one listens to the words of a dying man they are most often fearful, resentful or senile, but rarely 

confident and meaningful almost never inspirational.  

 

The last words of a dying man tell us a great deal about him and his character and mind set.  

 

Let us have a look at some famous last words from men in history: 

 

1. The revolutionary communist, Karl Marx, died in 1883 with his housekeeper urging him to tell her 

his last words so she could write them down for posterity; and this was his response: 

 

“Go on, get out - last words are for fools who haven’t said enough.” 
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2. Sir Winston Churchill, the statesman who is famous for his commencement address of “Never give 

up!” died January 24, 1965 and just 9 days before slipping into a coma and then dying he said:  

  

“I’m bored with it all.”  
 

3. Oscar Wilde a writer, died November 30, 1900 saying,  

 

“Either that wallpaper goes, or I do.” 

 

There is one man in history however whose last words not only tell us a great deal about Him, but also 

tell us a great deal about how we should live our lives. 

 

There was a man from Nazareth who’s name was Jesus who hung on a cross and died for the sins of all 

mankind.  

 

I would like us to have a look at the last seven phrases that were recorded from His lips in His dyeing 

hours.  

 

These last words that came from the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ were confidant, purposeful, 

meaningful, life changing and selflessly loving. 

 

These words reflect a true understanding of God, His purpose, destiny and plan for mankind.  

 

1.  

Luke 23:33-34 (NIV) 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—

one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing.”b And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  

 

2.  

Luke 23:42-43 (NIV) 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.c”  

43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

 3.  

Luke 23:44-46 (NIV) 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for 

the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud 

voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.  

 

 

                                                           

b  Some early manuscripts do not have this sentence. 

 

c  Some manuscripts come with your kingly power 
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4. 

Matthew 27:45-46 (NIV) 

The Death of Jesus 
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,a lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”b  

 

5.  

John 19:25-27 (NIV) 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 

said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From 

that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  

 

6. 

John 19:28-29 (NIV) 
28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 

stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  

 

7. 

John 19:30 (NIV) 
30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave 

up his spirit. 

 

 

 

1. A Man of Forgiveness. 

 

Luke 23:33-34 (NIV) 
33 When they came to the place called the Skull, there they crucified him, along with the criminals—

one on his right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 

they are doing.”b And they divided up his clothes by casting lots.  

 

Jesus is the same yesterday today and tomorrow and forever which means that Jesus was the same in 

life and in death. 

 

                                                           

a  Some manuscripts Eli, Eli 

 

b  Psalm 22:1 

 

b  Some early manuscripts do not have this sentence. 
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How many of us when someone wrongs us do we say forgive them for they don’t understand what they 

are actually doing?  

 

Luke 6:27-29 (NIV) 
27 “But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the 

other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic.  

 

He lived in forgiveness and he died in forgiveness, and we are to do the same. 

 

Who is the person that you need to forgive and let go? Let us do it right now.  

 

2. A Man of Purpose. 
 

Luke 23:42-43 (NIV) 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.c”  

43 Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Even though Jesus was in tremendous pain He did not focus on His own pain, agony and heartache, but 

He rather kept His mission and purpose before Himself at all times. The reason the Jesus came was to 

establish His Kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven. 

 

Luke 19:10 (NIV) 
10 For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”  

 

When we go through a hard time or are going through suffering or pain of any kind we tend to forget 

our purpose in life and start to grapple for every other bit of security there is in life.    

 

Jesus never once forgot what He was here for, but lived out His purpose right to the end.  

 

3. A Man of Submission. 
 

Luke 23:44-46 (NIV) 
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, 45 for 

the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out with a loud 

voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.” When he had said this, he breathed his last.  

 

Jesus was totally submitted to the Father no matter what happened in His live and only did what He 

saw what His Father did. 

 

Matthew 26:39 (NIV) 
39 Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, 

may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will.”  

                                                           

c  Some manuscripts come with your kingly power 
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4. A Man of Communion. 
 

Matthew 27:45-46 (NIV) 

The Death of Jesus 
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi,a lama sabachthani?”—which means, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”b  

 

At this point Jesus was separated from the Father for our sakes as He was carrying the sins of the 

whole world on His shoulders. Jesus was in constant communion with the Father so for Him that 

separation must have been even worse than the physical pain that He had to endure.  This was 

unbearable for Jesus. Jesus was so used to the communication and fellowship that he had with the 

Father that it killed him when this was removed and the presence of the Holy Spirit was removed from 

Him. 

 

Jesus was one with the Father and at this point He was no longer one, thus understanding what 

complete separation from God was all about. 

 

If you were separated from God in any way would that be unbearable for you? 

 

If not then we do not love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul and strength, as we should! 

 

5. A Man of Compassion. 

 

John 19:25-27 (NIV) 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary 

Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he 

said to his mother, “Dear woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From 

that time on, this disciple took her into his home.  

 

Here we see that He at this point is thinking of others where as we would be thinking of ourselves and 

pitying ourselves in our suffering and pain. 

 

Do you put the needs of others before yourself even though you are in pain or do you think about 

yourselves only? 

 

Jesus always thought about others before Himself.  What a hero and the only man worth following and 

emulating. 

 

                                                           

a  Some manuscripts Eli, Eli 

 

b  Psalm 22:1 
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John would have had emotional needs as he was closest to Jesus and he was tender hearted and Jesus 

wanted His mother to nurture and love him as He was loved by his mother. 

 

Like wise as Jesus would be gone He wanted to make sure that His disciples would meet His mother’s 

physical needs and be there for her emotionally at the loss of her Son. 

 

6. A Man of Humanity. 
 

John 19:28-29 (NIV) 
28 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, 

“I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a 

stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  

 

We must never forget that He was a real fully human, yet He was God.  Because He was a real human 

being we can understand a little the incredible pain that He endured for us.  

 

He was tempted just as we are; yet He was without sin. He was not too proud to say I am in need of 

something, like water. 

 

Philippians 2:5-8 (NIV) 
5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:  

6     Who, being in very naturea God,  

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  
7     but made himself nothing,  

taking the very natureb of a servant,  

being made in human likeness.  
8     And being found in appearance as a man,  

he humbled himself  

and became obedient to death—  

even death on a cross!  

 

7. A Man of Destiny. 

 

John 19:30 (NIV) 
30 When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his head and gave 

up his spirit. 

 

He knew completely where He was going and what He task on earth was and that is why He new when 

He was finished.  

 

                                                           

a  Or in the form of 

 

b  Or the form 
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He knew where He was heading because He knew who he served and He knew His destiny so when 

He knew He had completed what He came to do on earth He could say I am done and have 

accomplished was I was set out and send to do: “It is finished”. 

 

PRECIOUS BLOOD 

 

Several years ago in Oshawa, Ontario, Canada, George and Vera Bajenksi’s lives were changed 

forever. February 16, 1989. A very normal Thursday morning. The phone rang at 9:15 a.m. 

"There’s been an accident..." It involved their son Ben. 

As they approached the intersection of Adelaide and Simcoe Streets near the high school, they 

could see the flashing lights of the police cars and ambulance units. Vera noticed a photographer 

and followed the direction of his camera lens to the largest pool of blood she had ever seen.  

All she could say was, "George, Ben went home--home to be with his Heavenly Father!" Her first 

reaction was to jump out of the car, somehow collect the blood and put it back into her son. 

"That blood, for me, at that moment, became the most precious thing in the world because it was 

life. It was life-giving blood and it belonged in my son, my only son, the one I loved so much."  

The road was dirty and the blood just didn’t belong there. George noticed that cars were driving 

right through the intersection--right through the blood. His heart was smitten. He wanted to 

cover the blood with his coat and cry, "You will not drive over the blood of my son!"  

Then Vera understood for the first time in her life, one of God’s greatest and most beautiful 

truths...why blood? Because it was the strongest language God could have used. It was the most 

precious thing He could give-- the highest price He could pay.  

 

"Amazing love! How can it be? That though, My God, shouldn’t die for me!"  

                                                        Charles Wesley.  

 

SUMMARY: 

 

1.   A Man of Forgiveness. 

2.   A Man of Purpose. 

3.   A Man of Submission. 

4.   A Man of Communion. 

5.   A Man of Compassion. 

6.  A Man of Humanity. 

7.  A Man of Destiny. 

 

 

BENEDICTION:  
 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead 

our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, 

and may He work in us what is pleasing to Him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and 

ever. Amen. 
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This sermon was preached by Dr. Ian Loughor-Clarke at Haenertsburg Christian Church on the  

1st April 2018. (c) Dr. Ian F. Loughor-Clarke, Haenertsburg Christian Church.  

For more sermons from Ian go to http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za  Except where 

otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the International Version Bible,  

Copyright © 1985 by The Zondervan Corporation.  Used by permission. 

All rights reserved. 

 

http://www.haenertsburgchristianchurch.co.za/

